<SL 


4 " 



c^'5-c\ pVi. 

19695 

' % 


V 




C5'> 


j 


T he French detachment, which marched under the command ot 
Saubinet, againftTrinomalee, were refifted with bravery by the 
kellidar appointed by Rangarow ofThiagar, who flood three alTaults, 
in the lafl of which the French flormed the pagoda, and with mudi 
furv put 500 men to the Iword. This conciueft w^s gained on the 
10th of September, and on the i 6 th Mr, Soupire appeared %vitn a 
We divifion of the army before Carangoly, which Murzafobeg not 
thhikiiiR tenable liad left with a few troops to refift flight af- 
faults, and returned with the reft to defend Tnvatore. Carangoly . 
fubmitted on the firft fummons, and at the fame time another dc- 
tachment under the command of the Chevalier de Crillon maiched 
aeainft Trivatore, where Murzafabcg, with 300 horfe of lus mvn, 
joined by as many belonging to the Nabob, from Arcot, an a o y 
of Sepoys, met the enemy in the field, and were foon defeated and dil- 
perfed; in confequence of which Trivatore was re-taken without 
farther refiftance. In the mean time Mr. Lally himfelf, wit 1 an 
efcort of horfe, vifited Alamparva, Gingee, Carangoly, Chittnpct, 
and feveral minor ^ofts, and then came to Vandiwalh, where all the 
detachments had affembled from their different expeditions. Here he 
v'-as joined by Mr. Buffy, who, leavingthc troop which he had brought 
1 the northward to the conduift of Morrein at Nelore, had palled 
from hence with his private retinue, under the fafeguard of a paft- 
port granted by the prefidencv of Madrafs. From V.indiwafh Mr. 
Lily detached the Count D’Eftaigne with a part of the army to re- 
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< 3 uce the.fort ;pf Arcot, to whom Timery furrendered in the way 
without refiftance ; and before he arrived at Arcot, Rajahfaheb had 
fucceeded in a negotiation with the Nabob’s keilidar to deliver up the 
fort on an infignificaiit capitulation. Mr. Lally, thinking that the tak¬ 
ing pofleflion of the citadel of the capital would magnify his reputa¬ 
tion in the province, refolved to receive the furrender in pcrfon, and 
made his entry into the fort on the 4th of 0£lober, under the dif- 
charge of all the cannon ; and difpatched orders to Pondicherry 
and the other French garrifons to proclaim the acquifition with the 
fame oftcntation. 

The prcfidency of Madrafs faw in thefe operations nothing but 
wliht they expeiled would have happened Immediately after the fall of 
Fort St. David; and the prefervation of Cliinglapet, if in their power, 
gave them more folllcltude, than the abandoning of all the other 
fbrfs together, which the inferiority O'f their force had left them no 
means of preferving. At therequeftof the renter of Chinglapet, they 
had lent two companies of Sepoys to guard this fort, whilfl his own 
men with arms were employed in protecting the harvefts, and the 
lame number of Sepoys Avere fent at the fame time to garrilbn 
Conjeverani. Tow'ards the end of AugulT: a lieutenant was ap¬ 
pointed to command thofe in Chinglapet, and carried with hinr ano¬ 
ther company. On the 14th of September arrived the Company’s 
fhip Pitt, of 50 guns : Ihc lalled from England on the 6th of March 
together with fix others, under-the convoy of the Grafton of 70, 
and the Sunderland of 60 guns, coming to n-inforce Mr. Pocock’s 
Iquadron; on hoard of thefe fliips were embarked 900 men of theking’s 
troops, embodied in a regiment under tlie command of lieutenant colo- 
U1.I Drape;, who, with major Biereton, and 100 of the regiment, arrived 
;md huui(.<l from on board the Pitt, but 50 had dled.<>n the pafl’age of a 
contagion, then called the Bre.ft fever, which hadpaffed during the war 
from tlu; French marine into many Englilh Hups. The troops which 
came in rlie Pitt, and the: expectation that the other lliips with tlie 
rell would .nri\c before the cliange of the raonfoon, encouraged 
flic Pielideucv to lend four companies more of Sepoys to Ching- 
J i()et : this raiilortcmcnt Hopped the marc]] of a coaliderable d'- 
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tachment, which had fet out on the 19th from Carailgoly,to attack 
ChluKlapet, whcr,. immediately after, arnved. the tv.o compan.es of 
Sepo 4 from Conjeveram, retreating as foon as Trivatore was re¬ 
duced The garrifon, now conliffing of nine compames, was deenaed 
imoli fuLfent to maintain the fort, until relieved from Madrafs ; 
and captain Richard Smith was appointed to take the command, and 
with him were feiit two commiffioned officers, a ferjeant, a cor¬ 
poral and tz European gunners, and two field-pteccs t fo that t le 
whole number of Europeans, including the lerjeants ot the .epoys, 
were'thirty chofen men, and captain Smith was ordered to defend 
The fort at all events and extremities. On the asth, the Iquadron 
commanded by Mr. Pococke anchored .11 the road, having executed 
fferet com Jffion which had detained him all this while o the 
fouThward, and had given rife to a variety of erroneous rerorts and 
conieaures. The prefideiicy on the ayth of Augiift had tinally re- 
folved to recall Major Calliaud from Tritchinopoly, with all the 
European foldiers and Coffrees in the garrilon, excepting inch s 
were to the fetvice of the artillery, or annexed to the Sc;oys. Ca 1 - 
liaud iuft as he was ready to march, received intelligence on . 
tth of September, that a very large Beet of EngltHi (lups were arrived 
Anlngo here; which, al.hongh donbtful, required him to iHpend 
h f Stute until more certain advices, which he received on the 
. tth and the next day began Ins match, with . European and 50 
Coffrees leaving, according to his infttuaions, the command 6f the 
Srifon: in which were now included the aooo S^brought by 
Mahomed Iffoof from Tinivelly, to captain jofeph Smith. The 

patam on board the fqnadton, which am .od two days after at Madrafs. 
This tctoforcemont inctoafed the means cl piotea.ng Chinglapct, 
Id four more fieW-plecrs, witli a contple^to of Lalcats rowoik 
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arrangeircxits in x\u government of Arcot, and the adjacent countries. • 
In the mean tir.ie his communication wdth Chinglapet was opened hy 
the pofleffion of Covrepai# and Conjeveram, which his detachments 
■ found evacuated. But his late-acqulfitions had not hitherto reimhurled 
the expences of the field, nor eftablilhed his credit to borrow; fo 
tlvat his treafury could barely fupply the pay of the foldiers, and 
could not provide the other-means of putting the army in motion, 
and all that the government of Pondicherry could immediately fur- 
ni|h vyas 10,000 rupees: pretending therefore much indignation at 
this difappointment, he diftrlbuted the troops into various canton¬ 
ments, and returned himfelf, accompanied by Mr. Bufly, to Pondi¬ 
cherry, where as ufual he imputed the failure of Ips intentions againft 
Chinglapet to the rnifmanagements of the Company’s adminiftration.- 
Notwkhftanding his deep anlmofity to Mr. Bufly, refpedl to the dif- 
ting jiflied charafter of this officer confined Mr. Lally to the obfer- 
vances of public civility ; which impofed on no one, as he had flill 
more publickly expreflM his real opinions. The rank which Mr. 
Bufly held -t this time was only that of lieutenant colonel; and 
befiJes Mr. Soupire, who vms a major general, fix of the officers ar¬ 
rived from h ranee were colonels, who of courfe mufl: command 
him on all ferviccs when adllng together. The colonels, f'cnfible 
of the advantages which might be derived from his abilities, and liis 
experience and reputation in the country, and how much the op¬ 
portunities would be jirccludcd by the prefent inferiority of his 
rank, figned a declaration, requefling on thefe confiderations that 
he might be appointed a Brigadier General, in fuperfefiion to them- 
felves, which would place him next in command to Mr. Soupire. 
The public zeal which dilated this requefl, conferred as much 
honour on thofe wlio niad( »t, as their teftimony on Mr. Bufly, 
Their names, liiglily worthy of record on this occafion, were moftly 
of anfient and noble defeent; D’Eft.iign, de lyandivifiau, de la I'aire 
Brerued, Verdiere, and Ciillnn. Mr. I..ally could make no (I)jtdioj), 
i ut with his ufu.d afperity imputed the compliment to the influence 
of Mr. Hufly’s money, iuflead of bis rtpvM ulon. 

The 
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The approach of theftormy monfoou waraed the Englifh fquadion^ 
to quiJ’ the coaft; and Mr. Pococke, as on all other occafions of con- ’ 
fequencj, confulted the prefidency on the fecmity of Madrafs dur¬ 
ing his ahfence. They were of opinion that the enemy, if at all, 
would not attack the town before the rains had ceafed, which gene¬ 
rally happens about the end of November, and had ito doubt of de¬ 
fending it until reinforcements fhould arrive, or the fquadron return.. 
But as the latenefs of the feafon might deter the (hips expe<fl;ed from 
England from venturing on the coaft until the month of January, 
•they requefted Mr. Pococke to lend the marines of the fquadron, with 
which he complied without hefitation. One hundred men were 
landed, and on the iiththe fquadron weighed anchor and failed 



for Bombay. 

Mr. Moracin, having purpofely waited at Nclore until the end 
of September, then began his march witli the detachment left to. his 
care by Mr. Bully, and was accompanied by Narxabulla with the 
troops of his government: proceeding through the woods and moun¬ 
tains of Bangar Yatchara Nalgue, they arrived at the pagoda of 
Tripetty on the 5th of October, the day on which the great annual 
feaft began ; which lafts 2 5 days. They were here joined hy Abdul- 
wahab Cawn, with his troops from Cliandergherry; tlwjy gave no 
^ifturbance to the pilgrims, but fummoned the renter to difmlfs his 
p-uards and deliver up the avenues, who, not having a force fufficient 
to make any effeftual oppofition, made propofals to rent the reve¬ 
nue of this, and the enfuing feafts, from the French, on the fame 
terms as he had hitherto held them from the Englllh govermenf, 
and tendered a fum in hand, which Moracin accepted, and conlinned 
him in the employment. Then leaving a part of his detachment to 
guard this valuable acqulfitlon, he prou^eded on the r6th with the 
reft, and the troops of Nazeabulla to Arcot through the country of 
Bomrauze, who, inftead of oppofing their pailage, paid them a ^ ilit. 
But Abdulwahab, much oftended that the management of the pago, 
da, whicli had lb long been the objea oHiis wilhes, was not granted 
to himfclf, retired with his troops to Chandergherry. Nazeabulla 
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and Moracin arriv'ed at.Arcot on the 12th, and leaving their troop.? 
* the: :, went oi’ to attend Mr. L.ally at Pondicherry. 

‘I'he deliftance of Mr. Lally from marching againft Cbinglapet 
after the reduclion of Arcot, gave the prefidency of Madrafs encou¬ 
ragement and opportunity to flrengthen that place more effedlually. 
The partizan Murzafabeg, having fince the French fuccefies no 
employment for the troops he had levied, had brought the beft of 
them, 70 horfe and 200 Sepoys, to Chinglapet, where they were 
taken into the company’s pay i and on the 30th of OiSlober it was 
determined to encreafe the garrifon to 100 Europeans, and 1200 
Sepoys, to fend feveral pieces of battering cannon, /.o lay-in three 
months provifions, and to repair the works. Ai the lame time 
Captain Smith was recalled to Madrafs, to ferve in his, former em¬ 
ployment of aid de camp to Colonel Lawrence, and captain Prefton 
was fent to take the command of Chinglapet, which illnefs had 
obliged him to quit. Before his arrival captain R. Smith had de¬ 
tached Murzafabeg on the 29th, with four companies of Sepoys 
-md fome of the horfe, to diflodge a party of the enemy’s Sepoys, 
who had tak^n poll in the village of Polipore, fituated about 
two miles from the other fide of the Paliar; Murzafabeg attacked 
them at day-break, killed and wounded 20, dil'perfed the reft, and ga¬ 
thered 6ooftheirmulkets, which they had thrown down in theirflight. 

The arrival of a vellcl at Pondicherry on the 18th, from Mau¬ 
ritius, which brought treafure, together with 100,000 rupees, 
brought by Mr. Moracin from Trlpctti, enabled Mr. Lally to put 
the French troops into motion again : and, as the lymptoms of 
the rainy feafon hung back even at the end of the month, parties 
bt gatt to aflemble at Carangoly, Salawauk, and Conjeveram, and Mr. 
Iv.iUy himfelf came from 'Pondicherry to Vandlwalli. On the 2d 
of November 250 Europeans, 100 troopers, with Ibme black horfe 
and S( poys, marched from Salawauk, and took poft again at Poli¬ 
pore, where tliey were joined on the 5th by 400 more Europeans, 
with, f vcral pieces of battering camion, and a mortar ; intelligence 
of Vvhich came to Madrafs the next day, a few hours after the 
lad convoy of lupplics liad ftt out tor Chiuglapet; ami as the 
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Tsaintenance of this place depended on the arrival of thefe fnp- 
plies, i«.‘ was refblved that 1200 Europeans and 1800 Sopoys, b_, tar 
Vhe great ;ft part of the garrifon of Madrafs, fhould immediately take 
the field to cover them ; of which one half, under the command of 
lieutenant colonel Draper, were to adv'ance as far as yendalore, 
within 10 miles of Chinglapet; whilfl the other, with colonel Law¬ 
rence, were to halt at St. Thomas s mount, ready to fiippoit Dra¬ 
per’s div'ifion : they marched on the 7th in the moming ; and the 
news flopped the French troops at Polipore frona crofling the river, 
and the march of a detachment advancing from Conjeveram under the 
command of Sav hinet, both intending tointercept the convoy; which 
got fafe into Chii.j,iap-'t on the^vening of the ninth. Colonel Draper 
continued at Vendalore until the nth, when he received Ibme in¬ 
telligence of the approach of the whole of the enemy’s army, on 
which he marched back with his divilion, and joined that with colo¬ 
nel Lawrence at the mount. ^ • • 1 /• 

Every day had proved the good eftebls of re-ellabhming the pof- 
feffion of Chinglapet; for, under the proteftion of this barrier, the 
country behind, which is more extenfivc than the difl]''^-o prouCi^fcd 
by Pondomalee and TripalTour, continued to furnlfh Madrafs witli 
daily fupplies of all kinds of provifions and neceflaries, by which 
the flock laid up in flore to fuflain the impending fiege was fared ; 
and to preferve this benefit as long as pofTible, the troops wlncU liad 
been fent abroad with Draper and Lawrence were oideiedto remain 
encamped at the mount until the lafl hour which might endanger 
ihe fafety of their retreat to the town; after wlilch, as the befl of 
external means to protradl the ficge when commenced. It was de¬ 
termined to have a body of troops in the field diftina from tliOfe 
already belonging to the garrifon, whic. if nothing more, uoieto 
be continually employed in harrafling the enemy’s convoys of flores 
and provifions. Accordingly a contraa, which had for fume months^ 
been under difeuffion, was concluded with the agent of Morarirow 
for the fervice of 2000 Morattoe horf:, of which 500 were to ar¬ 
rive in 25 days, and the red in 45 ; but as no furetics were received, 
t-hc punctuality of this affiflancc could not relied on. The p.e- 

fideiicv, therefore, as a furer refource, ordered the commandant Ma- 
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homed„Iflbof to take the field with 2000 of their own ^poys froni 
the garrifoh jf Tritchinopoly; and requefted the king of Tanjore 
to join this body with 1000 of his horfe, and the Polygr.r Tondi- 
man, and even the diftant Moravars, with the beft of their troops ; 
for whom, however, Mahomed Iflbof was not to wait; and, in cafe 
none of thefe allies arrived in time, he was impowered to enM 500 
good horfe if to be found in his march. The Nabob ftill maintained 
:^oo horfe, part of whom attended his perfon at St. Thom6, and 
the reft were difperled in the adjacent diftrifts, who on the receipt 
o f foine money joined the army at the Mount; to which all the 
polygars to the northward of Madrafs were likewift commanded to 
fend their troops ; but none came ; and the l a. 'l^an Murzafabeg, 
having been refufed an increafe of pay which he demanded in this 
hour of necefllty, went off in the night with his 70 horfe and Ibme 
of his Sepoys, and took fervice with the French army at Conjeveram. 

The troops, of whofe approach L. Colonel Draper had received 
intelligence, were 500 irregular Sepoys, under the command of an 
a<ftive adventurer named Lambert, with part of the horfe levied by 
Rajahfahen, who had been fent forward to plunder and terrify the 
country. They croffed the Paliar, and on the 15th, appeared before 
Tripaflbur, and attacked the pettah, but were repulfed at the hedge 
which furroimds it, with the lofs of 20 men, by the Peons of the 
renter, and the two companies of Sepoys ftationed in the fort. 

But the French army were not in fuch readinefs as the Englllh 
imagined to commence the fiege of Madrafs. All the draught 
bullocks which Pondicherry had been able to collect were not ftif- 
ficient to tranfport one half of the heavy artillery neceflary for the 
attack; and the greateft part of the train, with many other ftores, 
had been laden a month • efore on tlie Harlem taken from the 
Dutch, which Ihip failed acrofs the bay, in order to work to the 
nortlivvard on the other fide, when the was to ftreich acrofs again 
and foil in with Mafulipatam, where the was to receive more cannon 
and ftores, and then come dow n the coaft to Madrafs. The time 
was flapled in which a WTll-talUng vcflel might have made rliis paf- 
ii.gc, and wUhoMt ticws of the HaiTem ; and on tliis difippointm* - t 
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^r. Lally ordered another ftore of artillery, whic i had been de- 
pofitecl It Alamparva, to be fhipped on two frigates, tbe Diligonee 
arid the Expedition, which were in the road of Pondicherry, buc 
laden for other voyages; fo that it would require a month before 
they could get this artillery on board, and work up againft the wind 
and current to Madrafs. However, the French army might havd- 
advanced many- days before, if they had not been in want of many 
other articles, which, although of much more minute detail, were 
equally of abfolute neceffity. As foon as thefe were fupplied, the 
firft divifion moved from Conjeveram on the 19th ; but Mr. Lally 
being very ill, lad detained the referve until the aad, when the 
great body of the -^...'foon rain fell with the utmoft violence, and 
lafted without intermili.on for three days ; the troops abroad, warned 
by the Iky, were on their march back to Conjeveram when the rain 
began, but neverthelefs gained their way with much difficulty and 
diftrefs, and after it had ceafed, the furface of the country continued 
impaflable for feveral days. 

Whilft the colleded force of both nations in the Carnatic were 
thus waiting the impending conflict, each were equally ioli''.tous con¬ 
cerning the fuccefs of the armament lent from Bengal into the nort h¬ 
ern provinces. IMr. Johnftone, who had been lent from Calcutta to 
concert preparations with the Rajah Anunderauze, arrived on the- 
12th of September at Vizagapatam, of which the Rajah’s officers 
there immediately put him in pofleffion, as the Company s repre- 
fentative. The Rajah himfelf was encamped with his forces at Cof- 
fimcotah, a fort 20 miles to the weft of VizagapataxU, and 15 Inland 
from the fea. His letter to Mr. Johnftone expreffed much fttif- 
faaion that the Englifti troops vvere coming, but fignilied his in¬ 
tention not to furnhh any money towards their expences. Tcm- 
peftuous weather from the fouth delayed tx.e arrival of the ffiips and 
veffels with Colonel Ford until the 20th of Oftober. As foon as 
the difembarkation was made, two of the Company’s ffiiiis were fent 
back to Bengal; but the other, the Hardwicke, and the two floops, 
remained to attend the progrefs of the expedition. The troops moved 
fr-'m Vizagapatam on the ift of November, and on the third joined 
Voi.II. Ccc 
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collefted the hreuch troops fi-om all parts, and they were already 
advancing to attack the Rajah ; but, on hearing that the Entrlifli 
trwps were in motion to join him, they halted and encamped, 

Mr. Johnftone had dilpatched the floop in which he came, with 
advices to Madrafs of his reception at Vizagapatam; on which they 
immediately fent away Mr. Andrews, with feveral aflift. p, to re- 
eftabhlh the faaory under their own authority, on whi-h the fettle- 
ment had always been dependent : They likewife fat Captain Cal 
lendar, an officer on the Madrafs eftabliffimnit to aft as fecond 
under Colonel Forde. The Veflbl which, broi ght them arrived at Vi¬ 
zagapatam on the 21 ft of November ; and Andrews with Callendar 
immediately went to the camp, which, by long halts and ffiort 
marches, had not yet advanced 30 miles beyond Coftimeotah, Various 
excules were employed by the Rajah to extenuate this delay ; but the 
real caufe was his repugnance to furniffi the money which Colonel 
^ uiuv 'i-’mandcd, who was not a little offended at his evafions. Mr 
Andrews, vllho, having been chief of Madapollam, had long been 
perfonally known to the Rajah, adjufted their differences by a\rcatv 
winch ftipulatcd, “ that all plunder ftrould be equally divided ; that 
“ all the countries which might be conquered ffiould be delivered 
“ to the Rajah, who w as to coIIe<ft the rev'enues; but that tiie lea- 
“ ports and towns at the mouths of the rivers fhould belong to the 
“ company, with the revenues of the dlftrifts annexed to them ; that 
“ no treaty for the difpofal or reftitution, whether of the Rajah’s or 
“ the Engliffi pofteffions, fhould be made without the confent of 
“ both parties; that the Rajah Ihould fupply 50,000 rupees a month 

for the expcnces of th > army, and 6oco, to commence from their 
“ arrival at Vizagapata.n, for tJie particular expences of the officers.”' 
He held out likewife other propofals of future alliance, which he !ud 
not yet authority to ratify. 

The united forces nmv moved in earneft, and on the 3d of De- 
cemlrer came in figfit of the cm my, w ho w ere encamped 40 miles on 
this lide of Rajahraimdrum, in a ftrong fituatlon wliich commaiukd 
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tS^hlgh road, near a village called Gallapool, and in fight a fort 
cailcc! Peddipore. They had 500 Europeans, many lopre pieces of 
cannon-than they could ufe at once, a great number of the troops 
of the country, of which 500 were horfe, and 6000 Sepoys. Of the 
Englilh force embarked from Bengal, only 30 Europeans and a few 
Sepoys were wanting, who had been left fick at Vizagapatam ; fo 
that there \vere in the field 470 Europeans, and 1900 Sepoys. The 
Rajah had 500 paltry horfe, and 5000 foot, fome with aukward fire¬ 
arms, ihe reft with pikes and bows; but he had collefted 40 Euro¬ 
peans, who managed four field-pieces under the command of Mr. 
Briftol; befide which his own troops had fome ufelefs cannon. On 
the 6th, the Ev.-VZ and the Rajah’s army advanced and took pof- 
felfion of a village ca'led Chambole, on the high road hkewife, 
within four miles of the enemy, when each deemed the fituation of 
the other too ftrong to be attacked : on whicli Colonel Fordo, as the 
only means to draw the enemy from theirs to a general aftion, re- 
folved to march round and regain the road to Rajahmundrum in their 
rear, by pafling under the hills to their left, where the cnemv could 
not derive much advantage from their horfe. The Rai^h appro, d ; 
and on the 9th, at four in the morning, the Englllh troops were 
in motion ; but the Rajah’s with their ufual indolence not prepared 
to march. Near the foot of the hills, about three mile s to tlie right 
of the village of Chambole, w'as another called Coudore, to gain 
which, the Engliih troops having filed from the right, >vere in 
march, when at day-break they heard a ftrong cannonade towards 
the Rajah’s camp. It was from 6 guns, which Mr. Conflans, ig’io- 
rant of Colonel Forde’s march, had fent on in the night, under the 
guidance of an Intelligent deferter, who had noticed a Ipot that bmu 
upon the camp; and Mr. Conflans was fol'o^ dug to lupport theuu with 
his whole army and the reft of his field-ai dlcry. 1 lie Kajab lent 
mcfliiges after mcflkgcs, which met the Englifh troops returning to Ins 
relief; and his own, ciuickened by the danger, were removing as taft 
as they could out of the reach of it; and having, m nuK-h contuboa, 
joined the Engliih, continued marching on with them to the ullain; 
of Condole, wlicre all arvlvcd at eiglit o’clock. The enemy, a moniv 1 
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from t-ig difVances, continued to cannonade whilft any of the 
Englifh or the Rajah’s troops remained within probable reach. 

When arrived at the village of Condore, the army was juft as far 
as before from the French encampment at Gallapole, but with better 
ground between, and a village midway, which would afford a ftrong 
advanced poft. Mr. Conflans imagined that the Englifli troops had 
marched from their encampment to Condore, in order from hence 
to take pofleffion of this village, and in this perfuafion croffed the 
plain to prevent them, with his whole army, and fucce ;de j in his 
wifli without interruption ; for Colonel Forde remained halting at 
Condore, to regulate his future motions by the enerr/’s. Mr. Con¬ 
flans imputed this inadion to a confcioufnefs c. luLriorky, and now 
imagined that the Englifti intended to march oack to their encamp¬ 
ment at Chambole, to prevent which, he formed his line, and ad¬ 
vanced in much hafte, and little order. 


The French battalion of Europeans was in the centre of the line 
with 13 field-pieces, divided on their flanks, the horfe 500 were on 
:hc ici; -f the battalion ; 3000 Sepoys formed the right wing, and 
the fame number the left, and with each wing were five or fix 
pieces of cumbrous cannon. The Englifh army drew up with 
their Europeans in the centre, the fix field-pieces divided on 
their flanks; the 1800 Sepoys were likewife equally divided on 
the wings. Colonel Forde placed no reliance on the Rajah’s in¬ 
fantry or horfe, and ordered them to form aloof, and extend on 
each flank of the Sepoys: all this rabble kept behind, but the rene¬ 
gade Europeans under Briftol, who managed the four field-pieces 
belonging to the Rajah, advanced, and fomied with the divifion of 
artillery on the left of the Englifh battalion. The line having had 
time, were in exaa: orde , and had advanced a mile in front of the 
village of Condore, during which, the enemy cannonaded hotly from 
all their guns. At length the Impetuofity of the enemy’s approach 
who came on, out-marching their cannon, obliged the Englifh line 
to halt for aifion ; and it chanced that the whole of their bat¬ 
talion flopped near and oppofite to a field of Indian corn, which 
was grown fo tall that it intircly intercepted them from the enen.vj 
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but the Sepoys on- the wings were free in the plain on eacli hand. 
Fcr what reafon is not known, Colonel Forde had ordered his Gepoys 
to furl their colours, which, befides the principal flag, are fevera’ 
frnall banners to a company, and to let them lay on the ground 

during the action. 

The Sepoys and horfe of the enemy’s wings greatly outllretched 
the wings of the Englilh line, and came on each in a curve to 
gain their flanks ; the French battalion in the centre, inflead of ad¬ 
vancing: p -rallel to where by the wings they might judge the centre 
of the^^EngUlh line would be, inclined obliquely to the right, which 
brought them beyond the field of Indian corn, oppofite to the Englifli 
Sepoys on the .’fi ung; whom from their red jackets, and the 
want of their ufual ba oners, they from the firft approach miftook 
for the Englilh battalion ; refpefting them as luch, they halted to 
drefs their ranks before they engaged, and then began to fire in 
platoons advancing, but at the diftance of 200 yards. Neverthelels, 
this was fufficlent; for the Sepoys, feeing themfelves attacked with¬ 
out cover by Europeans in front, and the horle and multitude of the 
enemy’s Sepoys, gaining their rear, or coming down on Ineir flank, 
fcarcely preferved courage to give their fire, hurried, fcattered, and 
without command ; and then immediately broke, and ran away to 
fhelter themfelves in the village of Chambole, and were followed by the 
nearell of the enemy’s horfe. This fuccefs was greater than even the 
confidence of the enemy expeaed; and feveral idatoons of the Frenc 1 
battalion were fetting off to purfue them likewifc, when they faw a 
line of men with Ihouldered arms marching fall and firm from be¬ 
hind the field of Indian corn acrofs their way, to occupy the ground 

whicli ihc Sepoys had abandoned. t. • ij- i » 

Colonel Forde had been with the Sepoys before their flight,, en¬ 
couraging them to relblution ; but faw, .v the ufual fy mptoms of 
trepidation, that they would not Hand the (hock-, which prepare 
him to order the judicious movement, which the officers were now 
«rforming with fo much fteahinefi and fpmt. Captaut A.Wt, 
commanding on the left, led the hue, and as foon a^s the laft fil s 
were got clear of the com, the word was given, when 
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baltecl, and faced at once, in full front of the enemy. This motion 
\/as quickly executed; for the foremofl: man had not more than^gcc 
' cirds to march, and the field-pieces were left bdiind. During this 
ihort interval, the French battalion were endeavouring with much 
buftle to get into order again ; for feme of their platoons had advanced 
a confiderable diifance before others ; and thus the fire of the Eaglilh 
line commenced before the enemy’s was ready; it was given in di- 
vifions, that is, the whole battalion divided into five, andbegan from 
■Captiun Adnet’s on the left, which was within piftol fliot, and b ought 
down half the enemy’s grenadiers; the fire ran on, and befo e the time 
came for Adnet’s divifion to repeat theirs, the whole ©''the enemy’s 
line were in confufion, and went about runningto regain their 
guns, which they had left half a mile behind them on the plain. 

The ardour of the Englifh battalion to purfue was fo great, that 
Colonel Forde judged it beft to indulge it in the inftant, although 
not certain of the fuccefs of the Sepoys on the right, but concluding 
that the enemy’s Sepoys who were to attack them, would not con¬ 
tinue long, if they faw their Europeans compleatly routed. The 
order was gh^en for the battalion to march on in following divilions, 
the left leading. Nothing could reprefs their eagernefs. All marched 
too fall to keep their rank, excepting the fourth divifion commanded 
by Captain Yorke, who to have a referve for the whole battalion, if 
broken, as the enemy had been, by their own impetuolity, obliged his 
men to advance in llrift order. The French battalion rallied at their 
guns, which were 13 in number, fpread in different brigades, or fets, 
as they chanced to ftand whcj) left by the troops advancing to the 
action. This artillery began to fire as loon as the ground was clcar 
of their own troops, and killed fome men, which only quickened 
*tlie approach of the divlf sn ■ to dole in with the guns, of which 
leveral fired, when the fc.c divifion was within piftol Ihot, and Adnet 
fell mortally w'oundcd ; but his men rulhing on drove the enemy 
from the guns they attacked, and tlic other divifions following with 
the fiime fpirit, obliged them to abandon all the others. 

'Dv day, if not completely viTuious, was at leaf! fecured 
from revi'.rfc by' the poflelllou of all tlie enemy s field artillery fit 
{• for 
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for quick firing ; but their camp, to which they were retiring, frill 
fehiained to be attacked ; and Colonel Forde halted until joined 
by his Sepoys, and, if they would come, by the Rajah’s troops. 
The Sepoys and horfe of the enemy’s right wing were in their turn 
panic-ftruck by the fire of the Engliih battalion routing their own, 
and all turned to gain the rear of the guns, keeping aloof to the left 
of the Englifli divifions ; and then went off again with the French 
battalion to the camp. Their left wing of Sepoys behaved bettei, 
advanc'ng to the ufe of mulketry againft the Englifh Sepoys of the 
left, with , -horn the battalion, when filing off to oppofe the French, 
left’ the thrr e field-pieces of their right; and the Sepoys, en¬ 
couraged byth'. a'^iftance, the ardour of the Europeans marching 
off, and the fplrit of their own commander Captain Knox, maintained 
their ground, facing and firing in various direaions behind the 
banks of the rice fields, in which they had drawn up. The enemy’s 
wing neverthelefs continued the djflant fire, until they faw their 
battalion of Europeans quitting their guns, and the Sepoys and hoi lo 
of the right retreating wdth.them to the camp; when thev 
llkcwife; ftretching round to the left of the Englllh balcalion halting 
at the gains, and keeping out of their reach. Captain Knox then ad-, 
vanced to ioin the battalion with his owm Sepoys, and the fix field- 
pieces, and had colleaed moft of the fugitives of the other wing. Mef- 
fao-es had been continually fent to the Rajah’s horfe to advance, but 
they could not be prevailed upon to quit the Ihclter of a large jrank, at 
this time dry, in which they, his foot, and himfelf m the midft of 
them, had remained cowering from the beginning of the aaion. 

As foon as the Sepoys joined, and all the ncccfliny dnpolitions 
were made, which took an hour. Colonel Forde advanced to at¬ 
tack the enemy’s camp; but,, not t< retard the march,^ left 
the field-pieces to follow.. A deepholKW way palEd along the 
jfkirt of the camp, behind which appeared a conlulerable number of 
Europeans regularly drawn up, as if to defend the pafla^^ of the 
hollol’ way, and feveral Ihot were tired from heavy cannon planted 
to dcfiud ibc approach. Jud as the Tnglilh troops came near, and 
the fird divifion of the Europeans dept out to give their 
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7 ■ field-pi ^ices were arrived within fhot; on which all the enemy went 

~ci oer abandoned tlieir camp, and retreated, feemingly 

ivery man as he lifted, in the utmoft confufion ; but the Englifti" 
battalion crofting after them, many threw down their arms, and 
furrendered themlelves prifoners. Mr. Conflans had previoufly lent 
aw’ay four of the fmalleft: field-pieces; and the money of tlie 
military cheft, laden for expedition on two camels. The fpoil of the 
field and camp was 30 pieces of cannon, moft of which were 
Trafs; 50 tumbrils, and other carriages laden with am-nanition; 
feven mortars from thirteen to eight inches, with a lar^e provifion 
of {hells; 1000 draught bullocks, and all the tents of the French 
.battalion. Three of their officers were kllle-. ii- the field, and 
tliree died of their wounds the fame evening; 70 of their rank 
and file were likewife hilled, or mortally wounded : fix officers and 
50 rank and file were jraken prilbners, and the fame number of 
wounded were fuppofed to have efcaped. Of the Engliffi battalion, 
Captain Adnet and 15 rank and file, were killed; Mr. Maeguire, the 
pav-mafter, and Mr. Johnftone, the commiflary, who joined the 
grenadiers, two officers, and 20 of the rank and file, were wounded; 
the Sepoys had too killed and more wounded. No vieftory could be 
more compleat. Mr. Conflans, the commander of the French army, 
changing horfes, arrived on the full gallop at Rajahmundrum 
before midnight, although the diftance is 40 miles from the field 
on which the battle was loft ; the troops took various routs, but 
moft of them towards Rajahmundrum. 

The cavalry of Anunderauze, although incapable. of fighting, 
were very adiv^e as fcouts to obferve the flying enemy, and the con¬ 
currence of their reports determined Colonel Forde to fend forward 
5G0 Sepoys, which in the army were ranked the firft battalion of 
tbefe troops, under the co nmand of Captain Knox. They were in 
march at five in the afternoon. The next day intelligence was re- 
. oeived, that many of the enemy’s Europeans, and fome of their black 
fugitives, had flopped at Rajahmundrum; on which 1000 mort 
Sepoys were feat to join thofe with Captain Knox; and the.whole, 
now 1500, arrived there at break of day on the 10th. 
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city,.tlie capital of the province, is fituatecl on the eaflerubank 
^^he Godaveri, 40 miles from the fea. In the middle of the town, 
,and near the river, fcands a large fort, witlr mud walls of little de¬ 
fence.' The French troops, having loft all their heft cannon,, would 
. not truft to thofc in the fort, and report had reprei'cnted the Englifti 
Sepoys as the whole army, the Rajah’s and all, in full purfuit; arul 
in this perfuafiou they had begun to crofs the river at midnight. 
FifteeixEuropeans, with all the ftores, baggage, and buliocks, which 
had efcapc;! from the battle, had not yet embarked, and w'cre im¬ 
mediately ft 'zed; a boat loaded with many more Europeans was in 
the ftream; and four fmall field-pieces, with a tliirteen-inch 
' mortar of brafs t.’.ken out of the fort, had juft reached the other Ihorc 
when the Englifti Sepoys arrived, w^ho fired for half an hour, as w'cll 
with their mulkets as from the cannon of the tort, upon the boat 


and the oppofite fliore, which deterred tlie enemy from carrying off 
the field-pieces and mortar, or from remaining near them; and a 
party of Sepoys crofting the river in boats, brought them back the 
fame day without moleftation t a large quantity of ammunition ancl 
military ftores, laid up for the "French army, was taken in the tort. 

Colonel Forde, with the reft of the Englifti forces, arrived at Ra- 
jahmundrum the next day; but the Rajah, with his, remained at 
Peddipoor performing the ceremony of burying the few of his people 
which had chanced to be killed by the ftraggling fliot of the fight. 
The Hardwicke, and the two floops, w'ere at anchor on the coaft fomc 
leagues above the field of battle, which is about 10 miles from the 
fea ; and the day after the viftory they tailed to cruize on the enemy’s 
veflcls between Mafulipatam and their faftories on the Godaven : and 
a few days after the thip Thames was difpatched trom Vizagapatam, 

fully laden with proviiions, to Madrals. 

The delay of every day which had it-arded Mr. ladly from 
advancing againft Madrafs ivas an advantage gained; Captain 
Jofeph Smith commanding in I’ritchinopoly, as loon a^ he rcceiu;J 
the orders of the prcildency, equipped 2000 Sepoys trom his garnton, 
and delivered them, with two tmall ficld-picces, to tlic commaml ot 
Mahomed llVoof, who crofted the Coleroon with this force on the 
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21 ft oi' November, vv^ithout waiting for tlie troops of the allies, 
whole afliftance the prefideilcy had requefted. The polygar Tondi- 
nan gave aflliraiices, and was really collefting fome, but the Mo- 
raver had returned no anfwer, and the king of Tanjore had expreffed 
himfelf in fuch equivocal terms, that tlie Prefidency refolved to fend 
major Calliaud, in whom the king had confidence, to convince him 
of the impolicy of his indifference: accordingly this officer embarked 
on the 30th in a common maflbolah, intending to land at Tran- 
quebar. 

' The French army moved again from Conjeveram on the 29th of 
November, advancing on the high road towards Maurafs; but a 
large detachment under the command of Mr. Souoire proceeded along 
the bank of the Paliar, with orders to halt between the river and 
Chinglapet. On the fame day the partizan Lambert, with his troops 
and two fmall field-pieces, attacked the pettah of Pondomalee, which 
the enfign, Crowley, attempted to defend, but was driven into tlie 
fort with the Iqfs of 30 or 40 of his Sepoys killed and wounded, 
and two of their ferjeants, Europeans, were made prilbners. On tlie 
4th of December, Mr. Lally reconnoitred the fort of Chinglapet in 
perfon, within mulket-fiiotand contrary to the found rules of war, 
and perhaps his own convidion, determined to leave it in his rear. 
On the 7th, the whole army halted at Vcndaloor, and I/ambert’s 
party appeared in fight of the Mount, where the Englilh army had 
been reinforced with 400 more Europeans from the town, being all 
tliat romalncd, excepting the invalids and artilleiy: 300 had been 
ported, a mile and half in the roar of the main camp, at Sidapet or 
the llttlo. Mount, to guard the bridge and ford over the river of St. 
'X'liomc ; but on the night after the appearance of Lambert’s party, 
tjieft: troops were fent back t"* the town, and the lame number were 
detached to fupply their p -i'cc from the camp ; for Colonel T^awrence 
j)ad no iiitontioii to rilk a general aCtion. In tin aftcinoon of the ninth 
a eonfiderable body of the enemy appeared in light of the Mount; 
but Mr. J.ally had left his can^p Handing at Vcndaloor, of which 
Cnloii'.l L.ivvrcnce received inteiiigence, and regarded this appear¬ 
ance of not moving fui from i», as a fehit to cover the Intention )f 
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X. Siege of Fort St. ^George. 

a forr 1 march in the night, higher up, acrofs the riven of St. 
Thome, which miglit bring the French army before morning be¬ 
tween the Englifli camp and Madrafs, and cut off their retreat to 
the town: he therefore immediately ftruck his tents and marched 
back with the whole army to the Choultry plain. 

The ground fo called commenceth about 2000 yards fouth-weft of 
the white towai of Madrafs, or Fort St. George, from which it is 
feparated by two rivers. The one, called the river of Triplicane, 
winding from the weft, gains the fea about a thoufand yards to the 
fouth of the glacis. The other coming from the northweft, pafleth 
near the weftern tide of the black town, the extremity of which is 
high ground, tyhich the river rounds, and continues to the Eaft, 
until w’ithin 100 yards of the lea, where it waflieth the foot of tlie 
glacis, and then turning to the fouth continueth parallel with the 
beach, until it joins the mouth and bar of the river of Triplicane. 
From the turning of the river at the high ground, a canal, ftriking 
to the fouth, communicates with the river of Tjiplicane. 1 lie 
low ground Included by the oliannels of the two rivers and the ca¬ 
nal, is called the Ifland, which is about 3000 yards in circulntc- 
rence. 1200 yards from the ftrand of the lea is a long bridge 
leading from the Ifland over the Triplicane river, to a road which 
continues fouth to the town of St. Thome. Another bridge^ o\ or 
the canal, leads to the weft, and amongft others to a village 
called Egmore, from which this bridge talces its name. Coitting 
from the fouth or weft, thefe tw’O bridges aftord the only conveincht 
accefs to the Fort or white towm, excepting another along the ftrand 
of the fea, w'heii tlie bar of the Triplicane river is choaked with land. 
All the ground between the St. Thome road and the lea is bllcd 
with villages and cnclofures; and to :s that on the Lit, tor bah 
a mile towards the Choultry plain, from which a road and Icveud 
fmallcr paflages leads through tlicm to the St. Thome 

It was ii'^ither the intention of the Prcfidency, nor Colonel 
I/, wrcnce htmfclf, to rifque the army on the Clioulti v plain, more 
rh n they had at the Mount; fat a dci'eai in the fa Id was tl.e reita.in 
W.s of Madrafs, as the enemy in tli/ir lupcrioiity h;ul >>:> laurop-an 
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■horfe, excellently mounted and difclplined ; the greatell: imber 
which had hitherto appeared together in India. The intention 
was to gain time, for every day was precious ; and not to difpirit 
the troops, who w'ere to fuftaiii the impending liege, and might 
have made finifter reflecEtions if they had been haftily led back with¬ 
in the walls, before tlicit own undcrflandings were convinced of the 
■neceffity. The ground and the advantages which were taken of it 
by Colonel Lawrence, fecured their retreat, when it fliould become 
iieccfliary. 

The Choultry plain extends two miles to the weft of the enclo- 
iures which bound the St. Thome road, and terminates on the 
other fide at a large body of w^ater called the Meliaporc Tank, 
behind which runs with deep windings, the Triplicane river. 
The road from the Mount pafles tw'o miles and a half under the 
mound of the tank, and at its ifliie into the Choultry plain, was a 
kind of defile, formed by the mound on one hand, and buildings 
with thick enclofures on the other. Colonel Lawrence, retreating 
from the mount, halted and remained during that and the next day, 
which was the loth, oppofite to this defile. On the nth he cut 
through the mound of the tank, which fwamped the whole length 
ef the road, and then retreated to tlie other extremity of the plain, 
clofe to the enclofures neareft the Triplicane river. In this litua- 
tion his field-pieces commanded the road leading.acrofs the plain to 
that part of the .enclofures through which this road continues to that 
of St. Thomd, which from the jundlion continues ftreight to the 
bridge of Triplicane. Three comf)anios of Sepoys were advanced in 
front on t)ie left, to a choultry flandiTig at the fkirt of the plain, 
xvhere the road enters the enclofures. 

The French army reiViain .’d at the Mount during the i ith, but 
marched before day-break on the i ath ; and at fun-rife all their Eu¬ 
ropean cavalry, having taken a circuit to the fouth of the plain, ap¬ 
pealed at tj)e choultry fi) iinexpe^edly, that the Sepoys .fcarcely 
ftaid to give tbclr firft fire, and ran Into the enclofures on the ir Ic c, 
through which they gained the main body. The cavalry, tliinki ig 
thenileives fecured fiy a Imall gro’ o, which was in the rear of r.ie 
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SiEG-E OF Fort St. George. 
choultrv. drew tip in front of it, but were immediately annoyed by 
the advanced field-pieces ; of which, feveral Ihot made way through , 
the trees and killed three troopers ; on winch, all galloped awa} to 
■the St. Thome road, intending, it fhould feein^ to pufli to Triplicano- 
•bridge, and then either continue on the 'ifland, or advance along the 
ilrand of the river in the rear of the Englifli army: hut oppolite to the 
governor’s garden, 500 yards from the bridge, they found the road 
ilockaded acrofs, as well as the lane on the left, along the garden-wall, 
by which they might llkewlfe liave come round ; and in thefe two 
polls were three companies of Sepoys, with two guns ; and the St. 
Thome road, for a long way, had no other iflue to the left. The 
firft fire from the llockades drove the cavalry up the road until out 

.of reach. 

Meanwlule the main body of the French army appeared illu- 
ing from along the mound of the Meliaporc t;mk, and advanced 
along the road, which was here betweiar an avenue of trees, 
cannonading at intervals from fome of their field-pieces: thc-v 
Avere anfwered without intermifiion by fix from the Englifli line, 
until their van were half through the avenue, and witbin 1000 
yards, w'hen Colonel Lawrence ordered the retreat. Tlic line, 
jnarched off their ground by the right, and paffing a village called 
Chindaelrapettah, crofled the river of Triplicane, where it was for¬ 
dable without difficulty; they then continued round two 0/ three 
hamlets to the Egmore bridge, which leads oaer the canal Intb the 
Ifland. Here they halted fome time to receive a guard of 30 F.uiopeans 
pofled in a rudQubt at Egmore, in which was the powder-mill of 
the garrifon. As fbon as this party joined, the wlu.le nrm>- ciofli d 
the bridge, and after fome detachments of Europeans and Sepovadrad 
been draughted and font to defend the pafl'cs of the black roun, 
tire refl of the army marched into the fort. Mr. Lally puc no in- 
terruprlon to the retreat, probably becauib he l'ili)caod foine ftrata- 
g ms. TfiKc Europeans were killed in the cannonade, but the 
■J'»cnch lofl: 10, and as'many wounded. 

\t the lame time that the main body of tlu; I'rcntli arm) were 
i.d 'iwitig to the Choultry plain, ihoir irregular Sepoys with l.ain- 
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bert had proceeded along the fouth lide of the San Thome river, in 
order to attack a redoubt fituated on the iide of it near the Tea. 
The guard was only one company of Sepoys, who getting intelli¬ 
gence in time, retreated along the beach and arrived fafe in the 
garrifon. 

As foon as Colonel Lawrence came into the fort, the council of 
the prefidency aflembled, and by an unanimous vote committed the 
defence of the liege to the governor Mr. Pigot, recommending to him 
to confult Colonel Lawrence on all occalions, and on extraordinaiy 
emergencies to aflemble a council of the fuperior officers of the gar- 
filbn. The French army immediately encamped on the ground which 
the Englilh had quitted, but fent a detachment acrofs the Tripli- 
cane river, which took poll in the redoubt at Egmore. 

As^e French army were advancing from the Mount, joo Euro¬ 
peans, with two twelve-pounders, had been fent off under the com¬ 
mand of Lieutenant Colonel Murphy, againft Pondamalee. They 
arrived at noon, and Murphy fummoned Enlign Crowley, with 
threats, as reliftIng In an untenable poll, although the fort was of 
ffone, and furrounded by a wet ditch. On Crowley’s refuffl, the 
twelve-pounders were employed until night, when 20 of the 
French detachment had been killed or wounded, and little damage 
had been done to the wall; but the Sepoys within, expecting nei¬ 
ther fuccour nor quarter, began to waver; on which, Crowley 
marched with them out of the fort in deep filence at midnight, and 
pairing where he was ajiprized the enemy kept flight watch, got 
out of reach before they were ready to purfiic; and, knowing tlie 
country, came in the next morning by the north of the black town. 
Tin: number was 500, in five companies, of which three were the 
garrifon of Pondanialcc, ane tw’o had retreated liither from the fort 
of Tripaflbre. 

Their arrival brought in the lafl of the troops, flationed in diflant 
out-pofls, and completed the force wliii which Madraf^ -vas to llif- 
t lin the ricg;e. The roll or tlic European military, in«.’uding the 
oi'licxrs with 64 topaflls. and 89 coffrees Incorporated In the comaa- 
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incs, amounted to 1758 men. The Sepoys were 2220. Ot the Eu¬ 
ropeans 24 were troopers mounted. The Nabob’s horle were 
200 ; but^, from experience, very little fervice was expeaed from 
them. The European* inhabitants not military were 150 men, 
and they were appropriated without diftinaion to ferve out {lores 
and provifions to the garrifon. The native boatmen, who alone 
can ply acrofs the furf, had been retained by fpecial encourage¬ 
ments, and their huts, with their maflbblas or boats, extended 
under’the wall next the fea, where it was fuppofed not a ihot 
was likely to fall. The Nabob, with his family and attendants, 
had come into the fort on the day that the army retreated from the 
Mount; hut, although lodged in one of the bell houfes, were much 
Tlraitened for want of the room and convemencies to which they had 
been accuHomed. 

The French army continued on the other llde of the Tnpheane 
river during the day they arrived from the Mount, and all the next; 
but at two in the morning of the 14th were in motion, and having 
paired the river whSre the Englilh had crolTcd, proceeded at the back 
of Egmore to the village of Viparee, wdiich is about a mile to the 
north-well of that poll, and from whence a good road leads nearly 
w'ell to the northern part of the black town. Parts ot the ancient 
bound hedge, and the ruins of fome guard-houlcs. Hill remained 
along the north and well lides of the black town; and, with 
die channel of the northern river, rendered the grt atcll part ot die 
wellern lide very defenlible: but on the fide ficing the north, weic 
many gaps, too open to be maintained. The arm\, having advanced 
to the ford acrofs which the road from Viparee leads into the town, 
fired tlieir field-pieces before them, which the guaiils returned 
with their mulketry, but the Sepoys o.f y with one lire, and then 
ran away. The Europeans, ncvcrtliclels, defended the tord, and 
feveral other accellbs on either hand, until tliey pi.rceivcd that leve- 
ral parties the enemy hral entered on the norta lidc; when .ill 
retreated as fall as tluy could to the fort, and none wore inter¬ 
cepted. In the Ikirmilhcs, tim e ot rhem had been kdlc 1 ; hut of 
enemy, eleven. Soon alter, the whole ot the I'rencli army ap- 
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psra'ed in the fbuthern parts of the town, where the {Greets openeji 
upon the cfplanade of the fort. The regiment of Lallj took up 
their quarters near the beach of the fea, Lorrain, with tlie batta¬ 
lion of India, on the rifuig ground to the weft ; but both be¬ 
hind buildings which fereened them from tlie fire of the 
ram}>arts. A multitude of the natives, with the ufual defjjon- 
dcncy of their charadler, had remained in their habitations until the 
_ laft hour, and now came pouring ujton the glacis, imploring admit¬ 
tance into the covered way, but were refulLd, and advifed to make 
their efcape as well as they could in the night; feveral fpies and 
two or tliree deferters came mingled amongft them, who reported 
that the French troops were all employed in ranfacking the houfes, 
ajui that they had difeovered feveral warehoufes filled with arrack, 
w ith which moft of them had already got drunk ; and fuch as were 
perceived from the town, appeared ftaggering under their loads and 
liquor; on which it was rciolved to make a ftrong fally before they 
Ihould have time to recover themfelves. 

Five hundred of the heft men ^vere draughted, and giv'en to the 
command of lieutenant Colonel Draper, who fuggefted the defign ; 
and loo with major Brereton were to follow a little while after, as 
a coveiing party. At eleven o’clock Draper’s detachment marched 
out of the weftern ravelin ; two companies of grenadiers led the 
line, but the two field-pieces were in the rear. Their way was, firft, 

. 300 yards ftreight on to the weft, where a bridge crofles a ftagnated 
arm of the river that communicates with the weftern ditch of the fort, 
'riiis bridge gives accefs to and from the black town by the afeent 
of tlic rifing ground, and is laid pointing to the n. w. : the afeent 
begins aiieaoft as foon as you have; crofled the bridge, and the road 
to the top continues about 300 yards in that direftion, when 
it turns into a long ftrect of Indian houfes, wliich runs nearly north 
and foutli, and is crofted hy fcverrl otlicrs on cither hand. Such 
w.s the ncgligefice aird focurity of tlie French army, that they did 
not perceive tlie approach of tire detachment, ui:<-il apprifod by a 
rniftake of the Englifh dnimrat rs, inoft of wliom being Ijiackhoys, 
began tt) beat the grcn.adlers iiurch as foon as they entered the ftrect: 
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0-1 which the whole line from one end to the other fet^up their huzza; 


bui on this warning the enemy did not look -out with fufficient 
attention to be certified in which ftreet the detachment was advancing, 
but drew up at the head of another, wliich ran parallel to it, about 
loo yards on the left; in which they advanced 2 01-3 platoons 
about 50 yards lower down, at the opening of a crofs-ftreet which 
gave a ftrait communication between the two: the Englilh troops 
marching on did not receive a Ihot until they came oppofite to this ad¬ 
vanced guard, which then fired, and with execution, for the diftance 
was point blank : the firft of the line returned the fire, but being the 
company of grenadiers halted no longer than this operation, and 
then proceeded; for Draper, knowing how near, and where the 
enemy’s main body were drawn up, would not ftop the dine, but 
flationed two platoons from the fucceeding companies to continue 
the fire, and prevent the enemy from breaking through the ftreet. 
He at the fame time ordered the two field-pieces to advance from the 
rear to the front, and the troops marching in whole files opened to 
the right and left to let them pafs; but'before they were brought 
up, the grenadiers and fome more had pulhed on to tlie head 
of’the long ftreet, in which they were marclfing. This was 
terminated by another much broader that crofted it, coming on tlic 
right from the efplanade of the fort to the eaft, and continued 100 
yards on the other hand to the weft of the long ftreet, where the 
crofs-ftreet turned to the north and then again to the weft. In that 
part of the crofs-ftreet to the left appeared the regiment ot I.orrain, 
-with fgpr field-pieces, drawn up facing the foiith, oppofite to the 
ftreet iiVwhich they had pofted their advanced guard, and were ex- 
pedins: the Englilh troops ; to whom in this pofition they prelcnted 
their flank quite naked. Beyond them, the contiiuiation ot die 
ftreet, after it has turned to the north, the battalion ot India, which 
comprized the troops belonging to the French company, weiy al- 
fembling. Not a moment was loft in takifig the ad\ autage ; tie 
grenadicn-s, and as many more as the breadth of the ftreet, which 
was here 50 yards, would admit, faced and fired ; but had Icarcely 
lime to give a fecond, before the two lield-picces came up. In t lrt- 

part of the crofs-ftreet where the Englifti. troops had faced, an m 
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front of their left, almoU; adjoining to the long ftreet they h xd 
pafled throvigh, lay the riiins of a demolifhed houfe, which fpread 
more than half-way over the crofs-ftreet, and although not high 
enough to prevent a Angle rank of mulketry from firing over the 
rubbi^, did hot admit the field-pieces, which were therefore dravm 
up to the rigfit of the rubbilh, and the troops which had flood 
there made room for them, by crowding along the adjoining walls 
on that fide of the crofs-flreet. Thefe alterations created fohie con-, 
fufion ; for they were made with much hurry from the ardour of 
letting the field-pieces to work; which did not difappoint the expec¬ 
tation, but firing with grape knocked down numbers. Lorrain 
fearcely flood a minute before all the men ran into the oppofite 
houfes; and all the officers could do was to turn the field-pieces, 
which the gunners likewife abandoned after the very firfl difeharge. 
Draper immediately commanded his own firing to ceafe, and the 
grenadiers to follow him to the enemy’s guns, to which he ran, and 
fired a piflol, but without effeil, at an officer who remained by them, 
which the officer having returned with as little, offered to furrender 
himfelf and the guns, when Draper perceived that he had been fol¬ 
lowed by only four grenadiers. In the fame inflant, many of the 
French foldiers, encouraged by the ceafing of the Englifh fire, and 
the backwardnefs of the men to advance with Draper, gathered 
again in the flreet, and began to fire ; by which two of the grena¬ 
diers were killed, and tlie other two wounded before they got 
back to their own men, and Draper returned with them. Now the 
field-pieces and mofketry on both fides commenced the hottefl fire ; 
but with encreafing havock from the enemy, whole numbers were 
augmented every moment by the battalion of India ; and many of 
the Englifh foldiers begar in their turn to take i^elter in the nearefl 
houfes and enclofures. Neverthelefs, the brunt ^f this fight con¬ 
tinued 20 niinvites, when Draper convinced that no fuccefs was to 
be expefted, and that the arrival ®f Lally’s regiment from the fea- 
fide might cut offi the whole detachment, ordered the retreat; buf 
not a linglc drummer was found to bent it. The grenadiers of the 

Company’s troops, not having room to be employed in the crofs- 

flreet 
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ler platoons and the field-pieces, had gone into a 

large euc.wu- ..e fide of the ftreet oppofite to the rabbifh ; and 

as well as the others who had taken fhelter in houfes on the right 
wetp not apprized of the retreat: all who were marched‘huddled to¬ 
gether down the crbfs-ftreet, which opened in lefs than 300 yards 
upon the efplanade, and under the protedion of the guns of the fort; 
but the enemy followed ibclofe, and their fire both of cannon and mui- 
ketry. became fo fuperior, that the two field-pieces in the rear of the 
detachment were abandoned ; and the enemy’s divifions had advanced 
to the enclofure in which the grenadiers had taken refuge, before they 
had thought of marching out. They were offered quarter, which tliey 
accepted, becaufe they could make no eflbaual refiflance, although 
they ^vere eighty, the prime men of the garrifon. During the fight 
in the weftern part of the black town, the regiment of Lally towards 
the fea were with much difficulty got under arms by Mr. Bufly, for 
moft of the common men were reeling drunk. However, they had ad¬ 
vanced, fheltercd by houfes from the fire of tlie fort, until they c.ame 
within 300 yards of the flreet in which theEngliffi were retreating^ 
and arrived there juft as the line were coming out of U upon tils- ef¬ 
planade, when the interval between them was open to the fire of the 
fort; the fear of which, and the millruft of their intoxicated men, 
deterred the officers from leading them on to the fair attack before 
them ; and they only fired random mufketry, and from ttyo field- 
pieces’ill-pointed at Draper’s line, who, as foon as out of the ttrcct, 
turned ffiort to the fouth, and proceeded on the lower ground uiukr 
the houfes which Ikirted the weft face of the efplanade, until they 
came oppofite to the north-weft angle of the glacis, and met in th:; 
way the covering party with Major Brereton, which had advanced 
«nd was waiting tor them in good order :'the nearer the line came to 
the fort, the greater became their lilirry to get info it, for many nm 
over the glacis ; but all the officers, with as many men ai they coaild 
keep together, marched in ordw.tTthe entrance on the caftern face ot 
the north rave lin. Mo officer, excejiting Lieutenant Billock, was 
on the fpot; but Major Polier, Captain Hume, and Enfigu Chace, were 
> E e e 2 ‘ mortally 
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mortally wounded ; Poller came into the fort, but the other two 
were taken. Captain Pafcall and Lieutenant Elliot 'vvue Ihot 
through the body; Lieutenants Stephen Smith and Blair, and Enfign 
Cook, were wounded and taken; but recovered-. Of rank.and 
file 103 were taken, of whom 19 were wounded: Fifty earner in 
wounded, and fifty were left dead abroad, of whom all did not fall 
in the open adion, for more than 20 were found killed in dif¬ 
ferent houfes, moftly ftabbed with bayonets, and with their an- 
tagonifts lying dead belide them; fo that the garrlfbn loll: the lives 
or fervice of more than 200 foldiers and fix officers by this fally. 
The French acknowledged 200 of their rank and file killed and 
wounded ; and had 12 officers w'ounded, Saubinet mortally, and 
three killed on the fpot; they loft only four prifbners, of whoni 
one was the Count D’Eftaign ; his quarters were with Lally’s regi¬ 
ment near the beach, and on tlie firft firing he mounted his horfe, 
and came galloping down the crofs-ftreet to-the rear of the Engiiflx 
grenadiers, whom, being fhort-fighted, or perhaps not feeing at all 
through- the fmoke, he took for French troops, nor perceived his 
miftake until within a few yards, when his horfe ftumbling, threw 
him, and before he could recover himfelf, he was feized by two 
drummers, who had their fvvords drawn to ftab him, when Lieu¬ 
tenant Smith, the fame who was afterwards taken prifoner himfelf, 
ftepped between : his confequence being known, he was imme¬ 
diately fent away with an officer and a file of men to the fort. 
Mr. Lally blamed exceffively his own regiment for not marching on 
the firft fire, which had they done, and the troops been lefs intoxi¬ 
cated, it is probable that very few of the Englifh detachment would 
have efcaped. He endeavoured to fix the fault on Mr. Bufly, who 
juftified himfelf by the delay of Mr. Lally’s orders, without which, 
according to the regulations of the fervice, the regiment could not 
march ; and then Bufly led them. Mr. Lally regretted exceedingly 
the lofs of Saubinet and the Count P’Eftaign, and with reafbn ; for 
the one poflefled all the qualities of an able general, and the other of 
an a<ftive partizan. 


Very 
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Vw'v .^ew cafes permit a ftrong fally from the garrifon at the 
opening of a fiege ; the prefent was in fbme meafure juftified by the 
fuppofition that the enemy’s troops were intoxicated and in confufion : 
bn*-, notwithftanding the ardour of the onfet, it left no advantageous 
impreffion of the firmnefs of the garrifon with the French officers ; 
and Murphy, one of the moft experience, propofed that a general 
affault Ihould be made on the town in the enfuing night, in four 
divifions, and offered to lead the principal attack himfelf. It was 
lucky for them that his advice was not followed. 

The next day the French army began to prepare their batteries, 
but in fituations concealed by houfes from the view of the ramparts ; 
however, the motions to and fro left little doubt where they were 
at work, and ffiells as well as ffiot were fired at intervals throughout 
the day to interrupt them ; although fparingly, except when certain 
of effedl; and this prudent thrift was obferved throughout all tl:e 
days, until they opened their batteries : but their artillery which had 
embarked for the fiege was ftill at a diftance at fea, and on the day 
of the fally a party of four companies' of Sepoys, detached with 
Lieutenant Airey by Captaiir Prefton from Ching’apet, took the 
only 13 inch mortar, which was coming by land : it was el’corted by 
150 Sepoys; they were intercepted and defeated between Sadrafs and 
Cobelong ; but Airey, having no bullocks to draw off the mortar, 
ruined it as well as he could, and left it on the road. 

Intelligence had been received, that one,of the veffcls which liad 
been laden with artillery at Alamparva, was detained at anchor ofi 
the point of Conimere, about 15 miles to the South of Sadrafs, by 
the contrary wind and current; and a Dutch Snow being in the road 
of Madrafs, it was reiblved to equip and employ her, to attack the 
French veffel; accordingly 20 failors belonging to the fquadron who 
had been lately exchanged, and 40 of the marines left by Mr. 
Pococke, were fent on board under the coipmand of a naval officer 
of experience ; hut juft as he was going to weigh, the tailors refufed 
to ferve, pretending that they knew the French ffiip was much too 
ftrong for them ; on which they wane rclandcd on the 10th, arwl 
the ritfcmpt was relinquifhed. 
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The expeilence of the very few days that the fort had^esn ,ln- 
vefted, had convinced the Nabob of the increafing inconveniences 
which he and his family would fuffer by continuing in it through 
the liege ; and the garrilbn flill more wilhed to be freed from^tne 
ufelefs confumption and embarraflinent of his retinue, which con- 
filled of 400 men, with 200 horfes, befides otlier pattle, who, 
neverthelefs, could not decently be dilmifled whilft he remained. 

It was therefore refolved, with mutual fatisfaftion, that he Ihould pro¬ 
ceed by Tea with his wife, women, and children, and their immediate ' 
attendants, on board the Dutch fnow, which was to land them at the 
Dutch fettlement of Negapatam ; from whence, being in the Tan- 
jorc country, they might proceed fecurely to Trite,hinopoly. They 
embarked, attended by one of the council, on the night of the 20th, 
and before nK>rnIng were out of fight; the Nabob’s dependants were 
then told, that they might provide for their own fafety, and in a 
few nights moll of them quitted tlie town. 

On the 16th at night, a fally was made to the north by 40 Euro¬ 
peans, and as many Sepoys ; but they were difeovered before they 
got clear of the glacis, and returned without firing. Two failles 
were made on the night of the 19th: the one by 20 Europeans and 
30 Sepoys, under the command of Enfign Bonjour, who proceeded 
to the northward under the beach to the firfl houfes beyond the 
efplanade, when fome of the Sepoj^s cried out they faw horfe, and 
giving a fcattering fire' took flight, which obliged the Europeans, 
after giving theirs, to retreat likewife, but, before they were out of 
•reach, they received the enemy’s, by wliich one was killed and two 
wounded. The other fally was of 1000 Sejioys, under the com¬ 
mand of Jemaul Saheb, to the fouthward ; they were to beat up a 
guanl polled at the garden-Loufe, and then proceed to St. Thome, 
in order to felze a piece of battering cannon which was waiting 
there for bullocks, under the efcort of a company of Sepoys : they 
marched over the Triplicane-bridgc, but had fcaro ly got into the St. 
Thome Road, when they received a fire from the firft enclofure on 
the left, which threw the wliolr* hotly into a uanick, and all ex¬ 
cepting 
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ceptipo- 50 or 40 returned into the fort, and none of them had re¬ 
ceived a wound. 

On the 21ft another detachment of 1000 Sepoys with 20 Euro¬ 
peans fallied at 10 o’clock in the day, under the conduft of Lieu¬ 
tenant Balantyne and Enfign Crowley, in order to beat up a party 
with 2 guns which were reported to be polled at the pagoda in the 
village of Triplicane about a mile to the fouth of the fort. They 
crofl'ed the bar of the Triplicane river, and proceeded driving feveraI 
■ fmall Sepoy guards before them to the pagoda ; where, not finding 
either the party or the guns they were feeking, t :y turned into the 
St. Thome road, and croffing it, marched alon-- .le other road, which 
leads to the Choultry-plain, intending to w. ick the enemy’s guards 
on the outlide of .the ehclofures near the village of Chindadrepettah ; 
but before they arrived on the plain 300 Europeans were reported ad¬ 
vancing from Triplicane river, on which the detachment marched back 
to the bridge, and returned by the Brand of the river to the bar, where 
a company of grenadiers were w'aiting to cover their retreat. Whilll 
this detachment was abroad, two pieces of battering cannon, drawn 
hy a great many bullocks and coolies, were perceived eroding from 
the village of Chindadrepettah to the s. w. towards the black town, 
and being within random Ihot of the wellern ballions feveral cannon 
were fired upon them, wLich foon llopt the bullocks and coolies, 
and one of the guns funk to the axle-tree in the mud; upon which 
300 Sepoys, encouraged by the promife of a reward, marched with 
Jemaul Saheb to fpike up thefe guns : on their appearance the 
drivers call off and hurried away the bullocks, and the coolies ran 
away; but before the Sepoys got to the bridge, which leads to 
Egmore, 200 European horfe, followed by fome infiintry, appeared 
advancing from the camp in the black town ; on which the party 
was recalled intc the fort. 

f On the 17th, all the Englifh prifbners that had been taken at tlie 
fatly were lent away for Pondicherry. I'hey were 100, and were 
efcorted by 150 of the European horfe, 40 liuropcan foot, and 500 
Sepoys. They moved (lowly, and proceeded towards Sadrals, by t!ie 
yoad near the fca fhore, which pafleth by Cobelong, when; tlu v weiv 

I'.alci'.ip 







The Wa^r of (Coromandel. Book 

halting oii the 19th. Captain Prefton, zealous to reGOver_ the .pri- 
Ibners, marched in the night of the 19th, with the greateft part of 
the garrifon of Chinglapet, to intercept them. His party was only 
80 Europeans, 400 Sepoys, and two field-pieces. They crofled -rhe 
country, and halted at 10 o’clock next day fix miles to the fouth of 
Sadrafs. A channel of 20 miles in length extends from Cobelong 
to within three miles of Sadrafs, and has at each extremity an open¬ 
ing to the fea, from which it receives its water, and at times enougli 
to overflow the country a mile a-crofs, in which Bate it was at 
prefent. Befides the road leading from Cobelong to Sadrafs along 
the fea fhorc, there is another within the inundation, and Preflon 
remaining where he had halted fent half his force over the water 
with lieutenant Airey, to wait for the enemy-on the other road ; two 
hours after appeared a body of 400 Sepoys, with fome black horfe, 
whom Prefton kept at a diilance and difperfed; and in the evening, 
Airey’s party returned without any tidings of the efcort, which had 
palled on to Sadrafs before he crolfed the water, on which Prefton 
marched back to his garrifon, where he arrived the next day. 

The commandant Mahomed IlToof, after having been detained 
three days at Outatore by the rains, arrived on the 29th of No¬ 
vember at Thiagar, where he was joined by the killidar, Klllnarow, 
with 250 horfe, and 1000 foot; and Mahomed IlToof himfelf had 
enllllcd TOO horfe on the road. Their forces marched on the firftof 
December, and invellcd Elavanafore, which Bands ten miles to the 
weB of Thiagar. There were in the fort two companies of Sepoys 
belonging to the French, with a lieutenant, Dumefnil, and three 
other Europeans, a ferjeant, and two gunners, and two field-pieces : 
this garrilbn defended themlelves until the dole of the evening, 
when they furrendered. Fifty of the Sepoys took fervice with Ma- 
liomcd Iflbof; the icB were difarmed and permitted to go where 
they pKafed, but the four j^uropeans were fent to Tritchinopoly : 
fome Bores and ammunition were found in the fort. The next day 
KiBnarow 'svent away with Iris own troops to get plunder, and on 
the 7th burnt a village in fight of Fort St. David; but Mahomed 
Iflbof did not move until thng|th, w'hen he proceeded to Tricolore, 
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^^?forrified pagoda, ten miles to the north of Elavanaforc. • On the 
6th, he was joined by 200 horfe, 1500 Colleries, and 250 Peons, 
fent by the polygar Tondiman, and the day after attacked the 
-jrfgoda, in which were three companies of Sepoys, who defended it 
with much activity until eight at night, when they odered to fur- 
render provided they were permitted to march au'ay with their 
arms and effedls; and having already killed 15 and wounded 55 of 
Mahomed Iflbof’s troops, he accepted their terms; and then follow¬ 
ing the track of Kiftnarow marched to the eaftward, fpreading his 
army to ravage the country, all of which, as far as the fea, paid 
revenue to the French. On the 15th they appeared at Villenore, 
within fight of Pondicherry, and brought fo much terror, that the 
inhabitants of the adjacent villages took Jhelter in crowds w'ithin 
the bound hedge. On the i8th they cut the mound of the great 
tank at Valdoo'r, and let out the water to deftroy the cultivations 
it ‘was referved to fertilize. The fword was little ufed, but fire 
every where, and the cattle were driven away to Tricaloor. Mr, 
Lally on hearing of thefe devaftations, fent word to Mr. Pigot, 
that he would retaliate, by putting men, women, and children to 
the fword in the territory about Madrafs; he however forbore to 
execute the threat. On the 21 ft Mahomed Iflbof was joined by 
300 horfe from Tanjorc, not furnllhed by the king, but hired there 
with his permiflion, by Mahomed Iflbof’s agents : on the fame day 
Kiftnarow returned with all his troops to Thiagar. The next, 
Maliomed Iflbof began his march from Villaporum to the north¬ 
ward, ftill continuing his ravages. Rajahfaheb, with a confiderablc 
body of horfe, had been for fome time at Conjeveram, waiting to 
protect thofe diftrl£ts from his excurfions, and on his approach 
crofled the Paliar, and advanced to Sala\auck, as fecraingly wkh in¬ 
tention to give him battle; but on better intelligence of his force, 
took fhelter under the guns of Vandiw’xdh. Lambert was allb on 
the other ftde of the Paliar with 400 Sepoys, 25 Europeans, and 
two guns, but on the fame information marched round and ftopt at 
two days diftance in his rear. On the 25th Mahomed Iflbol with 
his army joined Captain Prefton at Chingiapet. 
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2(3 the Harlem, fo long expe< 3 ;e (3 by the enemy, anchore<i 
December evening at Onorc, three leagues to the north of the black 

town. The next day, the Tliaraes, laden with all kinds of pro- 
vifions, arrived in the road from Vizagapatam ; the wind was hi^I;. 
and the fltip had but two anchors, and in the next forenoon parted 
from that by wliich Ihe was riding, before one that was coming 
from the (hore on a catamaran could reach her; and the Harlem 
getting under weigh from Onore at the fame time, flie Hood out teJ 
fca, intending to regain the road in the evening, but before night 
was driven out of fight to leeward. She brought the news of the 
vitfory gained by Colonel Forde at Pedipore over the French troops 
witli Mr. Conflans, which the fort anounced to the enemy by 21 
guns pointed upon their quarters from the northern balbions, and the 
fire of the whole garrifon drawn up in the covered way. The next 
day the Harlem flopped and feized a veflel trading from the norward, 
laden with 1000 bags of rice, of wdiich the P’rench camp was much 
in want. The aitillcry brought by the Harlem was not fufficient 
to fupj>lv the intended batteries ; but feveral cannon and mortars of 
thofe unladen from the Diligent and Expedition at Alamparvah; and 
brought in boats from thence to San Thome, paffed every day from 
this place to the camp in the black town, and generally acrofs the 
plain of Egraore, within fight of the fort; but fincc the fally of the 
Sepoys on the zrfl, the elcorts were too flrong to be attacked by 
. any parties which the garrifon could with prudence rifque at that 
diftance. But the flock of gun-powder necefl'ary for the. batteries 
was not yet completed ; for this was brought the whole way frenn 
Pondicherry or Alamparvah, by land ; and for the want of bullocks 
with mucli delay. 

The commandant Mahomed Ilfoof on his arrival at Chinglapct 
difpatched the greatefl part of hi s horfe, Avhich were now near- 1000, 
to ravage and dcllioy the country about Conjeveram, from which 
the I'Vcnch gijveiomcnt drew ic-venues, and their aimy before 
Madrafi', proviiion -. On the .he marched himfelf with his in¬ 

fantry, inti iuling according to iiillruclious he had received from 2*lr. 
Plgot, t>) I’urpii/.e ti.e French troops which were quartered in the 
2 town 
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\ town of San Thom6 ; but Captain Prefton thinking this a hazardous 
enterprbe, refolvecl to participate in it, and accompiuued him with 
8o Europeans, two field-pieces, and fix companies of Sepova, lom 
. 'his crarrifon. They arrived at the Mount on the 29th, and were 
' '"Teiomed the fame day by the horfe from Conjeveram: during tie 
enfuing night, a detachment of 500 Europeans, of which 
cavalry, 600 Sepoys, and 800 black horfe, marched irom the black 
town and other pofts, under the command ot Mr. Soupire, and at 
day-break the next morning had paffed the village of Sidapet, and 
were within fight of the Mount before their approach was ’ 

however, the aftivity of Prefton and Mahomed Iffoof ftopt theefK as 
of the furprize, and in a few minutes the troops Irom luith tncii 
camps were in march : the enemy halted and began to cannonade, 
which was returned and continued until 10 o’clock, when Captain 
Prefton feeing an advantage, made a pulh with the Chinglapet 
troops, and feized two of their guns, ^\Julft Mahomed Ilioor with 
his kept the main body at bay and prevented them from making an 
eft'ort to refeue them ; liowcver, the enemy retreated in good order to 
Sidapte for thegreateft jiartofMahomedlflhof’scavalry were, li polhblc, 

worfe than the black horfe with the French, and few ot cither 
ventured within arm’s length of each other. Fifteen of the French 
Europeans, with fome of their Sepoys and liorfes, were letr dead on 
the plain, but they carried away their wounded, of whom fittcen 
were troopers ; moft of this execution was done by tlic held-jueces; 

m 1 t:' _ K,,*. • 


the Chinglapet troops loft only one European, but levcral bepoys ; 
and more of Mahomed Iflbof’s Sepoys with feme of liis horlemen, 


were killed and wounded: both Prefton’s and Mahomed llTooi ’s di- 

vlfions continued at the mount. •11 

At break of day the next morning, 1000 Si py}3, wu ' * e 
troop of horfe, I'ailicd from the ganilon of I'Oil Si. Guugi. >)^ 
the fouthern gate, in order to beat up tliC guanf- at the bai jJ 
the river, the garden-houfe, and the village of irlj l'eaiu , whu i 
they effecled without oppofitiou ; they lik-wife iutciciptci a 
tappy or letter-carrier, coming witli nranv to the I u m f .a m), 
which gave information of the arrival of a a cfti.1 at 1 ('lu I' o m y 
from the iftand of Mauritius with 70 elicits of idvrr. 1 us 
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1759 day clofed the year. Mr. Lally intended to open the next with 

—“—' his firft fire againtl the fort; but the preparations to equip a large 

detachment intended to attack tlie troops with Prefton and Mahomed 
Iflbof, deferred the battery to the ad of January. 

Tlie French^ wliilft in pofi'effion of Fort St. George, after taken 
by Labourdonnais, had made feveral improvements and additions to* 
the flight works they found, which neverthelefs, rendered the fort 
little capable of long refiflance againfl: the regular approaches of an 
European enemy ; nor had they given any extenfion to the internal 
area, which did not exceed 15 acres of ground. Neverthelefs, the 
' Englilh let the place remain in the flate they received it from the 
French in 1751, until the beginning of the year '756; when the 
expectation of another war with that nation, and the reports of the 
great preparations making in France againfl: India, diftatcd the ne- 
ceflity of rendering it completely defenfible. Accordingly all the 
coolies, Labourers, and tank diggers, which the adjacent country 
could fnpply, were from this time conftantly employed on the for¬ 
tifications : their daily number generally amounted to 4000 men,* 
women, and children, who had continued on the works until lately 
driven aw;iy by the approach of the French army from Conjeverani. 

An addition luid been projefted in the year 1743 by the engineer 
Mr. Smith, father of Captain Jofeph Smitli, wliieh included as 
much ground as the former area of the fort; the ditch which marked 
its limits was then dug and faced with brick, and was fupplied with 
water by a communication with the northern river, which at that 
time ran along the foot of the ancient 'v.iii to the wefl ; but on 
account of the expence, nothing wa-; ilien railed above the furface, 
anti the naked ditch remaired wnen Delabourdovinlfis came betbre 




the town, neither an obflrmflion nor an advantage to his attack. It 
was in the lame condition in 1756, when the new works w'ere rc- 
fldved on ; and the plan of AJr. Smith having been approved by Mr., 
llobins, the fijrrjficarj<jns on this lido were ralied in conformity to 
chat projt:v‘lh)n. I'o join the new iaiTip:irr with the old baflion to 
the s.w. and to gain the ground in tliC new area wduch was occu¬ 
pied l>y the nver, its bed was filled up, beginning from tlic s. w. 
baflion, with eaitii dog from the edge of the riliiig ground of the 


black 
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black town to the north weft,which the excavation rcjnoved 40 yards 
farther frOm the works : but only two-thirds of the bed of the river 
under the old wall had been choaked up. The river flopped in its 
former channel, was directed in another, which environed the weft 
and part of the fouth face of the new works, walking in fome 
places the foot of the glacis, until it rejoined its former bed at the 
head of the fpit of fand. The old wall of the weftern lide ftill re¬ 
mained as a retrenchment to capitulate on, in cafe the outward fliould 
be carried. The new extention on this fide comprized three large 
baftions and their out-works. The fouthern of thefe three baftions 
communicated with the old baftion, which flood before on the s, w. 
angle, by the curtain raifed acrols the formef chanel of the river ; 
and this curtain encreafed the fouth face of the fort from 130 to 210 
yards. Ncverthelefs, the w’orks on t.ds fide were much lefs de- 
fenlible than thofe to the weft and north ; the furface of water 
ancTquagmire in the river before it, rendered this front inaccelilblc, 
excepting by the labours of a much greater arm;y,than the prefent 
attack. The ground on the north of the fort gave the boficger much 
more advantage than on the other lides ; and tliis lace was tlicrefotc 
ftrengthened in proportion ; the two former baftions and ran .,;,rt, 
as improved and left by the French, were fuftcred to remain, bui. 
the ditch and glacis which they had dug and railed, were, the one 
filled up, and the other removed further out, to admit better works. 
In the front of the N.w. baftion w'as raifed another capable of mount- 
hig 28 guns; each of the faces w^erc 100 yards in length, and a 
battalion might be ’-^wn up on its rampart, although a large 
vacancy was left in the j^'^rge, or back part, to Incrcale the in¬ 
terval towards the former bait!,." behind, which this was intended 
to cover; it was^rom its fupcrior ftrength called the royal baftion, 
A dr, i baftion corefponding with tli® royal was railed lie tore the; 
old N K. oaftlon, that ftood on the beach of•-theile-a, which liowcvcr 
thedeini h iftion did not entirely envefop t rpr it;; rl’jht hand eu'call 
face ext. nding iu a line parallel to the lea, adjouicdto the fhouldi)' 
angle of the iiothern face of tlic old baftion, lca\ ing thU taco free to fire 
forward, but eonfniino' I'he ( xtciit ot ground ir cominaiuled to thclamc 
width as the I'pacc between the call f.icc or the demibaftion and the lea; 
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to the -weftwaifl, the old baftioii had two guns clear o£ the demi 
baftion, which fupplied the defence on this fide by four guns in the 
flank, and ^ in its northen face. The two new baflions coiniiiu- 
tcated with each other by a broad fauflebray that pafled along the 
foot of the old rampart and baflions; this fauflebray was defended 
by a flout parapet feven feet high, which adjoined to the flanks of the 
new baflions. The ditch on tliis front was dry, becaufe the ground 
here was feven feet higher than the lev'.el of the canal which fupplied 
the ditches to the wefl and fouth ; but a. Cuvette or trench feven feet 
deep and 25 feet broad was dug tliew'b' lengtli of the ditch, which 
before the fauflebray was 180 feet wh^e, and before the baflions, ninety. 
The covered way of this front was broad.and well palllfaded, and con¬ 
tained betu'cen the two bafli a large ravelin capable of 18 guns, 
9 in each of it.s faces. glacis was excellent, and little tvas 

wanting to compleat th- defences on this fide, excepting mines, 
■which the want o'" nme and bricklayers had not allowed. The 
weflern face Ir-^’ likcwife its covered way palifaded, and glacis, and 
contained tluce ravelins, of whicli that in the middle was the largefl. 
Th« e .Ti^ern face extended along tlie beach of the lea within twenty 
\- '.as of the furf, but fliips could not approach near enough to batter 
it with any effcifl ; and no guns could be brought to bear upon it by 
land. Before the lea gate, which flands in the middle of the cur¬ 
tain, ^vas a battery of thirteen guns; fifty yards on the right of this 
battery was a platform of old flanding, with 14 guns to return falutes, 
wliich had hitherto been left without a parapet; the original curtain, 
although nothing more than a brick wall feet thick, had never 
been flrcngtheiifd ; but a trench fix ^eet di ep, ami ro wide, had 
lately been dug before ir; ant) ...tell with paliladof3 was intended 
to have been carried round the battery and the platform, but had not 
been executed at either. The only danger on this fi<Ie was from a 
Hidden afliiult or fur^ze, which could rarely come by boats landing 
iiijav/ares acrofs the furf; but always, and with cafl, b) a body of 
meu paii.ng on the edge of it bv ciclicr of the baflions at theextre- 
m’des; to pi event which, a mw of anchors, hacked bypaiifades, and 
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a trench were extended from the neck of each baftion qnite into 
the furf. No buildings, excepting fheds, had been laifod in o 
new ground taken in to the weftward ; and m thofc of the old, 
JV bomb-proof lodgments were not fufficient for the fecunty ot the 

^ Thtfii^ appearance of any work done by the enemy ha^ been difcern- 
ed in the morning of the i8th of December, when Lally s regiment 

had compleated a breaft-work clofe to the fea, 580 yards horn t e 
cotred way; it was flaeltered by houfes on the right, but open in 
front to a direft fire from the north-eaft and demi ballioiu : irom 
this breafiwork they continued a trench by two zig xags 180 yarc s 
nearer the fort, which brought the trench 40 yards up.n the Llpla- 
nade- here they began a battery intended for many guns, windi 

f ded from the bfach, parallel to the fame, fire as the brcall-work, 

' r /rthis battery on the right they raifed another tor lix mor- 

which they compleated by the end of the month ; but the con- 

ftant tc of the fort had retarded their work and prevented them 

? m onenine any embrafurcs in the battery for the cannon, becaulo 

1 ad mit enough ready for this, and another hattcy oa ■>- gona, 

‘v h the r aiment of Lorrain had on their fide complc.ited the 
which th wefiwml, umoh ..o 

f'ce of the royal baftion, and the coiercd way bJ.oic it; 
u t-^d thi' battery were two mortars imprudently tlu ltcrcd by i u 
nf houfes which had been demolithed tor the jnnpv-io. 

Daily’s battery. Tmuarv the Lorrain battery h;- 

fllrThineen-mch ,nort.,« fmm Ully’s, *hich threw thcr Iholls .it 
n t-Upr '^1‘he tort returned with Ihclb as well as (hot 
rb,.t»y w!;r.. gun,s four on th. rvCt h.cc of tho 
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die fire of the defences could have little effeft, excepting by luck, fincc 
they were concealed and defended, as ufual, by a high and ftrong 
parapet; this annoyance, therefore, continued until feven in the 
evening, during which time only 8o fhells liad been thrown from 
botli, all of which fell about the middle of the inhabited part of die 
fort, where flood the government houfe, agaiufl which they feemed 
to have been aimed, and two W'ent through the upper roof: much 
mifchicf %vas alfo done to the adjoining buildings ; but not a (ingle 
perfon was either killed or wounded by their tail or explofions, nor 
had any one fuffered by the cannon (hot of the morning. 

As foon as the night clofed, feveral of the principal European* 
women, with their children, were fent away in three maflbolah 
boats, to relide und?i‘ the protection of the Dutch fettlement at Sa- 
drafs; they had not been gone two hours before intelligence was re¬ 
ceived from Captain Prcflon, that a French detachment had fur- 
prized the fort of Sadral's, taken pofieffion of the town, and made 
the garrllbii and all the Dutch inhabitants prifoners; but it was too 
late to recall Maflbolahs. Another letter from Preflon, which 
came i'l the n*ornlng, gave inforniation of an aClion which he had 
fudatned the day before. 

The town of San Thome was become a poft of great confequence 
to the French army. The remains of an ancient ditch and bad 
ground louiid mofl parts of the town, with the river and the 
Englidi redoubt to the fouth, fecured it ftom furprize, unlefs at¬ 
tempted by very fuperior numbers. They accordingly made the 
town the (lation of their boats, as well fae temporary repoiitory 
of their convoys coming by land, i.. had likewile eftablifhed in it 
one of the hofpitals of thi ir : but the jundion of Mahomed 
KToof’s troops, with Pre(ton’s, rendered the maintenance of the 
town an ol jeCl of much greater doubt and folicitude, than w^hen it 
was only expofed to faliics from the garrifon of Fort St. George .; 
and the body of French tro<ips which had engaged Prefron and Ma¬ 
in rjicd Jft'fnif at the mount on the 30th of December retreated im- 
nK'diately alter tlic a'^liou to San Thome. The day after the ac¬ 
tion Pvcltou rcu!’.i.' iutdligencf that the partizan, Lambert, was 
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advancing from the fouth, with a large quantity of ftorcs and a IVrong 175^. 
efcort; on whicli he moved from the Mount, in order to intercept 
them, and encamped at Trivamborc, which is a village with a pa- 
goda, fituated tw'o miles to the fouth of San Thorne, and one from 
the fea fliore. He was followed by the troops of Maliomed Iflbof; 
it having been agreed, in order to prevent jcaloufics as well as 
confufion, that the two commands /hould move and encamp in le- 
parate bodies. The troops of Mahomed Iflbof confiftcd of 3500 foot, 

500 horfe, with three bad field-pieces; they encamped to the north 
of the village, and extended almoll to tlie fea, with their front to¬ 
wards San Thome. Captain Prefton, with his divifion, which con- 
fifted of 600 Seooys, with 80 Europeans, and two brals tliicc- 
pounders, pitched their tents to the louth, looking out for Lambc-rt 
towards Sadrafs. Mr. Lally, apprchenfi\e that they intLiidcd to 
attack San Thome, encreaft-d the European infantry there to 500 
rank and file, and the European liorfe to 150. Mr. Soupire comm.ind- 
ed, and leaving aU the black troops, whether horfe or Sepoys, march'id 
at three in the morning with the Europeans only, who 650 horlc 
and foot, and without field-pieces. Half an hour before day tlu y fill 
on the camp of Mahorried Iflbof, which had gained no warning trf ti' err 
approach. The furprize and confiifion was fo great, that M.diomed 
Jflbof himfclf elcapcd at the back of his tent, and liis tia ops fled 
every way under the enemy’s fire, which lallcd fifteen minutes Iflt- 
out interruption ; during which Prefton turned out his line, and Ibat 
forward his piquets to difeover, who returned without pcrcrlvlng 
any figns of troops to il. fouth ; at the lame time the ci o«b of fu¬ 
gitives Ihewed that the enem^ fere in poflcllion of Mahomed Iflbof a 
camp, and Preftoli, judging that .fi b- order muft have been much 
broken by the onlet, the adbion, the darkneis, and the intenoptions 
fpread over the ground, immediately relolvod to attack them ; and 
marching wnth his whole div'ifion at the back ot the \illrigc to the 
weftward, came on the flank ot Mahomed llloot s camp, ahuoll as 
foon as his approach was dlloovercvl; wlicr'- the l unch troops, 
thinking they had routed all their cuemics, were colKcUng the phui- 
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der; nor could the officers recall them to any order, before the fire 
of Prefton’s divifion, led by his two field-pieces loaded with grape, 
fcoured through the camp, and his mulketry was augmented by the 
return of the beft of Mahomed Iflboff’s Sepoys. Neverthelefs, 
fome of the enemy in different parties endeavoured to rally ; but, hav¬ 
ing no ftrong or collefVed fire to return, they fell, the more they ven¬ 
tured to make refiftance, and all at length broke in confufion; but 
when at Ibme diftance the officers prevailed on them to flop, and- 
tliey marched off in order, I’hey had got poffeflion of the two field- 
pieces, of Mahomed Iflbof s divifion, but did not tarry to draw them, 
off. Thirty-fix of their Europeans were counted dead ; of whom 
one was a captain, and another a lieutenant. Of the Englifh troops 
in both a«£lions two Europeans were killed and fix wounded; of the 
Sepoys 6o, and 121 ; but only three of the black cavalry, and 
five horfes were killed. On a review at three o’clock in the 
afternoon, only 700 of Mahomed Iffoof’s Sepoys were numbered; 
all the reft of his troops, cavalry, colleries, and fepoys, on a fuppo- 
fitlon that P,elton’s divifion had been as eafily routed as themfelves,. 
fled acrofs the country, iK)r thought themfelves fafe before they 
got under the guns of Chinglapett, and according to their example 
the market-people ran away with thdlr bullocks and provifions, of 
which there was not fufficient for one meal left in the camp; and 
this want obliged the troops which remained to march away the fame 
evening with the appearance of defeat as far as Vendaloor, in order 
to meet a fupply from Cliinglapctt. 

The fnperiorfire of the fort in the morp’- determined the enemy 
to wait until they could renew the .*.ack with lefs difproportion.. 
On the 4th a finall floop laden • hli ftores and ammunition worked 
througli the road and anchored near the Harlem, and maflbolas had 
every day pafled hetween St. Thome and the black jtown. At day¬ 
break on the 6th, a volley of fix mortars were thrown from Lally’s- 
battery, as a fignal of preparation, and they were the firft, either fhot 
or fhell, whlcli the enemy had fired fince their mortars ceafed on the 
evening of the 2d, although the -‘ort had conftantly fired both to in¬ 
terrupt their work. At fuu-rire :hey commenced a regular canno¬ 
nade 
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nade and bombardment, which confifted of feven guns and fix large 
mortars from Lally’s, and feven guns, with a howitz, from the 
Lorrain battery, with the two mortars in this quarter, wdiich, how¬ 
ever, fired but feldom. Although the Lorrain battery fired only from 
feven embrafures, it had been augmented to ten, of which the ad¬ 
ditional four were in a return, or extending from an angle to the right 
of the other fix, an^ bore upon Pigot’s, the next baftioh on the weft 
front to the left of the royal. The enemy’s fire, both ot inot 
and Ihells, was direfted more againft the buildings than agaiuft 
the works. The fort returned on Lally’s battery 11 guns from the 
old north-eaft baftion, the north ravelin, and the royal baftion. 
Againft the Lorraiii battery, likewlfe, eleven guns, four from the 
royal baftion, two from the north-w'eft curtain near Pigot’s baftion, 
and three from the center ravelin called St. George’s on the weft: 
but more guns bore upon the batteries, if it had been neceffary to 
ufe them. 

The enemy’s mortars continued through the night, and were re¬ 
joined in the morning by the cannon of the preceding day, and two 
more, from a battery intended for four, which was raifed on the ef- 
planade, adjoining to the weft-fide of the burylng-grour.d, about 
400 yards to the weft of Lally’s battery, and almoft in the perpen-- 
dicular of the N. w. or falient angle of the royal baftion, from 
which it was diftant 450 yards. The two guns, now opened in the 
burying ground, bore upon the weft face of the north ravelin and on 
the weft flank of the old n. e. baftion. The' enemy’s cannon /lill 
continuing to point bich, did little damage to the works,'but the 
buildings, much damagea before, fuffered greatly by the tall of 
their Ihells. At the twilight of the next day, the 8th of the 
month, the three maflbolas which i..'d been lent with the Eng- 
lifti women to Sadrafs, landed at the fort. The French being in 
pofieflion of Sadrafs had feized thefe boats, ’aden them with 50 
barrels of gunpowder, and leveral other military ftores, .and ftnt 
them with the fame boatmen guarded by a French foldler in 
each, to their own army in the b. ack town. At tour in the. morn¬ 
ing when oppofite to the tort, eat h of the foldicrs had talUn tidl 
afleep, on which the boatmen con 'ert<=-d in their own language with 
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the certainty of not being underflood, although overheard; and hav¬ 
ing firfl poured water into the firelocks, overpowered and Jiound the 
fbldiers, and then landed the boats at the fea gate. This uncommon 
inftance of fidelity and fpirit in men, who are deemed a mean and 
outcafl race, was rewarded and encouraged by paying them imme¬ 
diately the full value of the gunpowder and flores. 

The enemy’s mortars renewed at midnight, and at day-break their 
cannon, with two pieces more, mounted in the battery at the bury- 
ing ground. In the afternoon they let fire to a warehoufe near the s. e. 
baflion, full of faltpetre and brimflone, which could not be extin- 
guiflied for fcveral hours ; during which the enemy plied the fpot, 
where the black column of fmcScc arofe, with fhells and plunging 
fhot, which did no damage. Lieutenant Brooke, a diligent officer 
in the artillery, w^as killed by a cannon ball in the.demi-baflion. 
The enenny’s fhip Diligent, reladen with artillery and all kind of 
frorej, anchored in the morning off the black town, having been 30 
days in o.orkiiig along the coall from Alamparva, although the 
llreiyht diitance is not 60 miles. 



The fame fire, but more frequent on both Tides, continued on the 
9tli, r'-.c; enemy’s mortarsflill againfl the buildings; but-their cannon, 
witkh in the two preceding days had only filenced two guns, in thisdil- 
abledor diimounted five, and two mortars. In the night, befides the 
\ifual repairs, five embrafures were cut through the glacis of the fa- 
lient angle before the demi-baftion, pointing obliquely againfl Lally’s 
battery, and guns were mounted in them-; but Lally’s, laevcrthelefs, 
difrnounted two guns on the dcinl-liafUon tfi<' next day-; and on the 
1 ith all the five towards the land c” the old n. e- baflion were dif- 
ahled hv this arJ the Lorrain battp'^ . Early this morning the enemy 
likewilc opened two more guits in a ricochet battery in tended for four, 
which they had railed near the Englilh hofpital, on the rifing ground 
fronting the center ravelin on the wefl fide of the fort, againfl which, 
however, it was net Intended to fire, hut to enfilade the royal baflion: 
it likewife bore upon part of the noith-wcfl curtain towards Pigot’s. 
iSfotwithtlandlng this battery floid at a much greater diilanoe from 
•«:hc fort, tluan any of the cd'cr *-hri c, it was more expofed than cither 
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^^fthem to a fally; for none of their guns had embrafures, but fired, 

plunging over the parapet, and the guard might be beaten up, and the 

Lns foiked, before fuccour could arrive frorji the neareft of the 

Lem/s quarters : aware of this they had earned on a trench, from 

the end of the ftreet through which Draper had marched, to the foot 

of the bridge, which crofl'ed the ground fronting the battery, and 

a picquet guard was conftantly kept in the trench, leady to give 

the alarm. They had llkewife began a breald-work at the bar of 

the Triplkane river to the fouth, in. order to annoy the black people 

^nd cattle, which were fheltered on the fpit of find at the foot of 

the glacis on this fide-; and as many inconveniences would enfue 

from their difperfion, it was refolved to drive the enemy from the 

.breaft-work. /• i • i. u ir 

Accordingly a detachment.of 200 Europeans, of which half were 

wenadiers, and 400 Sepoys, marched under the command of Major 

Brereton between four and five In the morning, whilfl it was hill 

dark- when arrived at the bar thev received a fire from fome Se> 

oovs pofted behind the unfinifoed parapet, which killed one and 

■wounded two of the grenadiers; but, as the Sepoys immediately dif- 

appeared the fire was not returned, and the detachment proceeded 

through the coco-nut groves to the left, without meeting any other 

oppofifion, until they came into the lane which leads into the St. 

Thome ro’ad, along the garden wall of the governor’s houfe, when 

a trooper, fent forward, difeovered a party of the enemy drawn up 

at the end of the lane, ^vith a field-piece. On this intdiigcnc^ the 

advanced guard of grenadier^s marched up brifkly, fired, and pufh- 

ing'on received the difchaige of the gun loaded with grape, as well 

as the’mufketrv that fupported it, by which five art them were 

wounded, and'lieutenant Robfon motL-aUy: the reft, nevcitheU Is, 

feized the gun before the enemy had time to fiiv it again, who took 

fhelter in a houfe and garden on their right, f.-om whence theii fire 

killed three Sepoys and wounded tw'o, with an European, before they 
were difiodged. it was yet foarcely twilight, aatd as the gicr.aJicrs 

were drawing off the gun, Jemaul'Sah.fo, the commandant of the 

poys who had been prying in the dilcoveied^inothet 
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gun a little below tlie garclen-houfe, and appealing jealous of the 
honour, was permitted to feize and bring it cfF with a party of Se- 
-^loys only, which they efFe£ted without receiving any return to their 
firft fire. The detachment marched back the lame way they had 
come, and arrived in the fort at fun-rife with the two guns, and five 
European prifoners, one of whom was an officer feverely wounded. 
Previous to this, two other, but flight fallics had been made-; the 
one to the N; w. bridge, which fired into the enemy’s trench before 
the hofpital battery ; the other, to difturb the workmen in the zig¬ 
zags to the northward ; this party advanced to the head of the work, 
killed a ccntinel, and brought away two or three rautkets, without 
'• anylofs. The enemy’s mortars 11 ackened this day, but the fire of their 
cannon continued with as much vivacity as before, and difabled four 
guns, w'hlch as ufual were replaced before the next morning. 

By this time it was evident that the enemy intended to diredt the 
flrefs of their attack againfl: the two northern baftions, which dic¬ 
tated the neceffity of fccurlng them with additional defences: ac¬ 
cordingly a pallfidc was begun in the ditch on the hither fide of the 
cuvette, to extend quite round the demibaftion; a blind, or ram¬ 
part of earth, at yards dif^nce, in the ditch before the n. e. 
baftion ; and a fafeine battery of fix guns, on the ftrand between 
the call curtain and the fea, a little in the rear of the Ihoulder angle 
of this baftion. Early the next morning, wdiich was the 13th, alhell 
from the fort fet fire to fome huts behind Lally’s battery, which 
fpreadhig, caught a magazine, and blew it up, with a number of 
loaded bombs : no fire paffed this day either from or againfl; the 
N. E. or demi baflions ; and no gun w-.s difmounted in any part of 
the fort; but the enemy doubled t’*' .: number of their workmen in 
the zig zag, who wore intenupted as much as poffible by what fire 
bore upon them from the royal baftion, the north ravelin, and the 
embrafures of the falient angle before the demi-baftion ; in the ifight 
the enemy fired with a field-piece loaded with grape, froir. the head 
of their works, on afmallparty polled near this angle, under the cb- 
ver of a boat, and wounded tliref of tliem, on Avhich the reft 
tired into the covered wa^. ^ 
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jK the morning of the 14th, the enemy opened a battery of three 
mortars between Lally’s and the burying-gronnd, but in the rear of 
both, and concealed by the houfes between them, from the fight of 
the fort: their fire this day difabled a mortar and two guns : during: 
the night a conftant fire of mulketry from the covered way, and of 
cannon and mortars from the works ,of the north front, w'as kept 
u^’.'gainft the enemy’s approaches, and retarded their pro'grefs. On. 
the 15th, they had 10 guns mounted in Lally’s, and kept up 


- ^ ~ 

throivdi the day a fire from 21, befides their ii mortars as betore 



but Lally’s guns did all the mifehief to the works, difmounting two 
guns in the Demi, and two in the north-eaft baftion, and thc-ir Ihot,, 
which flew over, took in flank the three other batteries towards the 
fea, and difmounted two guns on the fea-gate battery, two on the 
falutiug battery, and one on the s.E. or St. Thome baflion, in all 
eleven: the fire on the trenches continued through the night, from, 
which the enemy, neverthelefs, detached a plcquet, w'hich drove in 
the party polled on the falient angle of the glacis. 

The enemy’s cannonade continued on the 16th, with the addi¬ 
tion of two guns on Lally’s battery, ivhich now fired w^ith 12, all 
24 or 18 pounders, to which the fort could only oppofe the diredl 
fire of fix of equal weight, which were from the north-eall and demi 
ballions; for the guns in the lalient an^le of the glacis, and in the 
fafeine battery on the ground below, were of inferior calibres; and as it 
was conftantly neceflary to employ many men in reinllatlng the da¬ 
mages of the demi-ballion, a traverfe was railed to preferve the guns in. 
its flank from the infilading fire of Lally’s; and whilft this and other 
work was doing, the three embrafures of its face to the right, which, 
were open to thelhot of Lally's, were kept clofi-d until the next day; 
fo that no guns in this baftion were dtbev fired againft, or difmount¬ 
ed by that battery; which having the more to ufe againft the other 
works difabled ot.e on the north-eaft, and obliged the garrifon to with¬ 
draw the five guns in the falient-angle of the glacis; and as the trenches 
were now advanced within yards, thcle embrafuies we re filled up, 
earth leveled again tb the general (lope of the gla-L. , 
At 11 at night a fally was made fro f or the weft ravelin 
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to fire into the trench extending before the hofpital battery; but 
the guard there taking the alarm in time, 50 men advanced acrofs; 
the bridge leading to it, and after a fire given and returned, drove th(? 
party back into the covered way. Anatlier fally of 12 .Europeans- 
was made at one in the morning, under the command of cnfign 
Barnes, againfb the head of the enemy’s trenches, into which they 
gave their fire, and finding only five or fix men in it, advanced^ ’.util 
a relief of 40 or 50 came up from the rear, who drove them back, and 
before they regained the covered tvay, enfign Barnes, with two of 
the foldlers, were killed. Before and after this fiilly, a conftaatfire, 
as in the preceding nights, was kept up until morning on the enemy’s 
workmen ; who, notwithftandlng thefe interruptions, advanced the 
fhp above 20 yards. 

Ev^en the garnlbn acknowledged the activity of the enemy’s pro- 
grefs, and frequent letters had been dlfpatched, enjoining Captain 
Prefton and M ’.homcd Iflbof to approach, and Interrupt their opera¬ 
tions ; but thefe f)fficers were no longer mafters of their own. Re¬ 
treating after the action at Trivambore, they arrived at Vendaloor 
on the 3d, where they found fome provifions. Prefton’s divilion was 
unimpaired; of Mahomed IflooPs, moft of the Tritchinopoly Se¬ 
poys, and 150 of the new-levied horfe, had rejoined the reft of thole 
who had fled to Chinglapet, who were the 1500 Colleries and 500 
horfe fi^nt by Tondima?i, the 300 horfe fromTanjore, and the fame 
number of his own levies; and all thefe troops refufed to march 
back from Chinglapett to Vendalorc. The kind of warfare for which 
they were intended, and only fit, rendered their defertion in the 
prefent conjunblurc of too much coiifequence to be neglebted : and 
after icvcral ineftcCtual meflages, the ^wo commanders marched on 
the 6th from Vendalore, and joined them at Chinglapett. On expof- 
tulation, the cavalry in general, pleaded with much complaint, the 
k'fii, although owng to tlicir own c6wardice, of tneir baggap-e and 
eftebls at I’rivamborc, and little Icfs than declared, that tij-.y had not 
engaged in the fervice-, wltli t!i? expectation of expofing dieir hoifes 
againll Europeans, but were wij'ing to act in their ufiial moUes; 
whji^h Prefton rightly %t. rn^ied plunder; and to gratify their 
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confentecl to mai'ch with them into the French ciillricfVs 
around Conjeverara, in which they continued feveral days emplo}'cd 
in plunder and ravage; and no Iheltcr grounds proteiled the cattle 
from the fearch of the colleries. On the 13th, Preilon thinking 
they had been fufficiently indulged with booty, began his march 
bad; from Conjeveram, intending to come again in fight of Madrafs; 
but on the firft halt, ail the troops which lie had endeavoured with 
fo much complacence to conciliate, colleries as well as cavalry, 
left him and crofled the Paliar. This fecond defertion left no doubt 
of their inutility, and Prefton refolved not to a61; with them any 
longer, even if they Ihould return of their own accord; but as the 
horfe of Rajahfaheb, who were 800, and the European cavalry of the 
P'rench army, rendered it impoffible for the infantry of both the 
Englifli commands, although many, if unfupported by horfe, to con¬ 
tinue near enough to harrafs the enemy’s camp, without more rifque 
to themfelves, Prefton refolved to march to Arcot, in order to collect 
a body of better cavalry, of which he heard I'evcral parties were wait¬ 
ing ready to take fervice on the weftern confines of the province. 
Mr. Pigot received intelligence of this motion and its motives on the 
16th of the month, but concealed it, as every other which might 
difpirit'thc garrifon. 

The enemy’s fire, continuing the fame on the 17th as the day be¬ 
fore, difrnounted three guns and a mortar. Ever fince the 
ninth of the month, two fliips had been feen off St. Thome, 
which had every day weighed anchor, endeavouring to gel 
to the northward, but were conftantly ftemmed by the cur¬ 
rent from gaining ground: uut this evening they palicil the 
road, and joined the three other V'^lfcls oil iJje black town. 
They w'cre the Expedition, laden with artilley and llorcs, which had 
left Pondicherry on the 12th of December ; and the Brlfiol of 30 
guns, manned with Europeans, which had lately arrived there from. 
Pe''fia, anr* was immediately laden W'lth Ihot and Ihclls for the 

w..a1 

On the morning of the i8th the eremy had compleated tlircc 
more embrafures in I.ally’s battery " ic ioining the former on the 
Vol.il H ih I'ft, 
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left, reached almoft to the lurf, and being a little turned to the 
s.w. bore upon the north ravelin, which before night was much im¬ 
paired by them. Neverthelefs, the general fire from the north waS' 
diminifned, for thefe new embrafures in Lally’s were fupplied with 
three guns from other embrafures of the fame battery; and the 
four in the Lorrain, which bore upon the royal baftion, ceafed en¬ 
tirely, and their embrafures were filled up ; but Lally’s and the 
burying-ground difabled two guns m the demi baftion, Lvvb in the 
north ravelin, a mortar in the royal, and rendered the three northern 
embrafures of the n.e. baftion unfit for fervlce. A party of the 
enemy had been employed through the day in ralfing a breaftwbrk 
at a little diftance to the left behind their former noft at the bar, and 
began to fire from it at duftc with two field-pieces in barbet agaiufl: 
fome Sepoys ported on the fpit of fand : their mortars continued firing, 
vehemently througli the day and night, but, as from the beginning 
of the bombardment, ftill againft; the infide of the fort. Every day 
one, two, or three of the garrifon, and fometimes more, had fuf- 
fered by the fire ; but on this day five Europeans and three Sepoys 
were killed, and five of each wounded. Notwithftanding a con- 
flant fire of cannon and fmall arms, wherefoever probable, through 
the night, the enemy advanced their zig-zag acrofs the foot of the 
falient angle of the glacis, inclining a little to the left towards 
the furf; and being fo near, the governor iffued inftrublions to 
the officers of the different ports, how to condu(ft themfelves 
and difpofe their parties in cafe they fhould alJault the out¬ 
works. 

The next day, which was the 19L]., the enemy changed their two 
field-pieces to the fouth for two eighteen-pounders, from which they 
fired fhot into-the fort: in the forenoon their mufketry in the advanced 
or fecoiid crochet had fired fmartly upon the north ravelin and the 
cov'ered way ; their mortcirs continued inceliantly through aie day, 
and let fire to three buildings in different parts of tlie fert at once, 
hut ccafc'i in the night: during which they only produced 
zig-zag oblicpiely from the ridge of the glacis to the watermark of the 
fea, which was not more thai 5 yards. The next day, which was 
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the 2oth, they fired none of the four guns on Lally’s battery, which 
bore on the north-eafi. baftion ; but continued with tlic feven bearing 
on the demi ballion, and the three on the north ravelin, although 
more fparingly than ufual, but thofe in the burying-ground bat¬ 
tery with more vivacity : a platform on the demi baftion, and a 
niC’'*'ar on the norfu ravelin were ruined by flrells : five Europeans 
were t illed ; and feven, with three Sepoys, wounded. During the 
night, tlic^ threw few fhot or (hells, and made but little advance In 
their approaches, but enlarged their fecond crochet, and worked hard 
in eredling a battery, which projedted from it along their lafi: or 
third zig-zag leading to the crochet which terminated this zig¬ 
zag on the glacis. Two fmall failles were made upon the trenches 
during the night,’ in both of which only one European was 
killed. 

On the the enemy’s batteries remained almoft filent, but the 
mulketry in their trenches fired brilkly on all they faw moving. At 
five in the evening, a ferjeant and ten men went out by a fally port in 
the eaft curtain, and an officer with 20 by the barrier in the. north- 
eaft angle of the covered way, who were followed by 40 pioneers 
with their captain : the (bldiers advanced to the fecond crochet, 
whlcli was only 30 yards from the foot of the glacis ; out of w!iich 
tlieir firft fire drove all the troops, who were moftly Sepoys : after 
which they maintained the crochet for 10 minutes before the guard 
of the trenches arrived ; and during this time the pioneers worked 
hard in deftroying the gabions, and what other materials were col- 
leded for the conftrudion of the intended battery : the fally wa^ pre¬ 
ceded and followed by a fire of mortars, cannon, and fmall arms from 
the fort, upon all whom the alarm brought within fight and roach; 
and it was fuppofed with much effetl: two lerjeants were killed, 
and five of the pioneers wounded ; in the fort one European and 
one Sepuy were killed, and a ten-inch mortar difabled. In the night 
the enem\ worked hard in thickening the crochet out of which 

„ been driven, compleated their tliird zig-zag, which ex¬ 
tended 100 yards beyond it, moftly on the glacis, but inclining to 
the left of the falient angle ; and not oidy began, but finiflred their 
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third crochet, which extended to the right from the head of this 
zig-zag acrofs the ridge of the glacis : they threw few mortars during 
the night, but moftly into the works ; their cannon flackened like- 
wife the enfuing day, which was the 2ad, and efpecially from Lally’s 
battery, in which moft of the embrafures were blinded ; never- 
thelefs, the few employed vvei'e very cffeclual, for the repeated^aiT 
pairs, which had been made in the denii and nortli-eaft baftion||ren- 
dcred.the fubflituted merlons fo weak that they ct*i«pJsita“fo every 
Ihot: a twelve-pounder was dilablotl on the north ravelin by a fliell, 
three Europeans and a Sepoy were killed, and feven with nine Sepoys 
wounded. In the night the enemy pufhed on the fap of the fourth 
zig-zag 20 yards beyond their third crochet, and having made a 
fmall return or Ihoulder to the left, continued it from hence quite 
up to the filient angle of the covered way, and fixed fome gabions 
on the creft of the glacis on the right hand of this angle: the eontSft 
was now brought very near the walls, and was difputed without 
intermiflion : the whole progrefs of the fourth zig-zag was expofed 
• to the fire of the ftockade of palmyra trees which the garrifon had 
planted acrofs the eaft fide of the glacis to the furf, and from this 
ftockade the guard kept up a conftant fire of mufketry on the enemy’s 
workmen, as did another guard from the falient angle of the glacis ; 
and parties of grenadiers were fent out every hour along the beach 
beyond the ftockade to fire upon the third crochet, and all the fap 
advanced beyond it: cannon, mortars, and mufketry, were likewifb 
fifed tluoughout the night from every part that bore upon their work; 
but could nut flop it, for the enemy had encreafed the number both of 
their workmen and guards; they likewife finifhed their battery at the 
end of their third zig-zag, which fhouldcrcd on their fecond crochet, 
and opened it tlie next morning, which was the 23d, with four 
guns : but it was fb ill conflrudcd, that only one of the gnns could 
be brought to bear upon the iiortli ravelin, which 'it was in¬ 
tended to batter. The Lorrain battery remained clofeti, but the 
iiofpital, ibe hurying-grqund, aiid Lally’s, with the 
before, continued a flackening fire, the cannon only in the day, but 
ilie mortars through the ni^^fm 'ikcwilc. The ammunition of both 
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began to wax fcant, and they were waiting for more which had 
been emf^arked on the 14th in a brigantine from Pondicherry. How¬ 
ever, their fire difabled a twenty-four-pounder on the royal baftlon, 
and compleated the ruin of all the embrafures on the right face of 
the ravelin ; in which a fhot from Lally’s penetrated quite through 
ihc merlon : in the night, the enemy attempted to pulh their gabions 
clofe to the covered way of the n. e. falisnt angle, from whence 
pioneers .vcr'" fe'^t to overfet them, who rolled fome into the fea, 
and pulled others into the covered way; this conteft was maintained 
at repetitions for three or four hours, and fupported by the hotted: fire 
of mufketry, and of grape fhot from the north-eaft baftion, and the 
fafclne battery on the beach : feventy difeharges were made out of one 
of the guns: five Europeans were killed and ten wounded in the 
night and day, mod: of whom fuffered in thefe attacks : one Sepoy 
was llkewife killed, and fix wounded : on the 24th, a twenty-four 
■pounder was difabled on the north-ead: baftlon, of which the works 
had fcarcely received in the night a repair adequate to the detriment 
of the preceding day : but fix of the embrafures in the north-raveliu 
were reftored ; the other three ftlll remained unfit for fervice. 

At feven in the evening, a party of the enemy confifting. of 50 
men, who had waited for the dark, advanced from the n. arcd: 
crochet to the ftockade, from which the guard, which cojififted only 
of 12 men, ran away to the blind before the n. e. baftion ; they were 
immediately fent back with the addition of a more refolute ferje;ii;t 
. and ten grenadiers ; but were fcarcely returned, when this ,ferjeam 
was fhot dead, through the ftockade; on w’hkh the party ftoppc.l, 
waiting for direftions ; and tire officer commanding at tire hlinn 
recalled them ; after which it was thought Imprudent to make ano¬ 
ther atl;empt to recover the ftockade, idthough capable of giving 
much annoyance to the enemy’s work. 

At uight, a meflenger from Tritchihopoly brougl>t a letter 
"frpm Captain Jofeph Smith wfith intelligence he had received 
■f-"''-' *;.gengo. The Prefidenry ten daysl'eforc had received adxice.s 
.from Mr. Pococke, that the fqnadron had arriv ed on thie lofi! oi 
iDeccnobcr at Bombay, where he fbune! l'..x of the compai'y’s tiiipa 
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and two of the line, with 600 men of Draper’s regiment on board; 
which were arrived there a few days before, ha/ing pafled the Cape 
of Good Hope too late in the feafon to gain the coaft of Coromandel ; 
the letter from Captain Smith gave intelligence that the Company’s 
Ihips with all the troops on board had failed under the convoy of two 
frigates from Bombay on the 31ft : and the fpies vi Inch came in fi f'^r 
the enemy’s camp reported that this news was likdwife known Kiere, 
and had determined Mr. Lally to make a general clie fort 

this very night; on which the whole garrifon and all the inhabi¬ 



tants were ftationed and remained under arms at their refpe£Hve pod^ 
until the morning. 

The tire of the cannon, mulketiy, and mortars, from the fort, al¬ 
though maintained conftantly tlfroughout the liight, did not prevent 
the enemy from advancing their fap along the glacis on the eaft face 
of the cox ered way as far as the left of the flockade, and they made a 
return on the right to the creft of the glacis; but had not time to 
extend the fap to the left along the front of the flockade towards the 
furf, nor even to complcat a proper lodgement in the return, the want 
of xvhiclvleft tlieir workmen expofed to the fire of the covered way; 
but on the other fide of the falient angle they had raifed gabions, and 
made confiderable progrefs in a retrenchment intended for a battery. 

The night pafled without any alarms of the fuppofed aflTault; and 
the enfuing day, which was the 25th, continued with the ufual 
fire of cannon and mortars until two in the afternoon, when afally 
was made by the guard at the blind, and the fame number of 
grenadiers, in all forty foldiers with arms, who covered twenty 
pioneers with tools. Jufl: before the blind, on the eaft face of the 
covered way, parallel to the fame face of the demi baflion, was a 
palfcige cut in the-glacis towarda the furf; through which the party 
pafled, and then proceeding along the furf, round the right of the 
flockade, came in flank of the head of the enemy’s fap, fror.x which 

tlieir firfl Are drove all their guards and workmen, wlic retreated 
to their retrenchment at the falient angle waiting for lucce ' 
during which the Englifh foldiers maintained their ground, and the 
pioneers overfet the gabions, fome into the fea, others into the 

covered 



X. 


Siege of Fort St. George. 





4-21 


covered way, deftroyed vvhatibever implements they found : this i/59‘ 
attack lafted ’20 minutes, by which time the enemy had gathered,, 
and were advanci^'S much fiiperior numbers. From the retrench¬ 
ment ; upon whic’li the party was recalled, and retreated, giving 
and receiving fire. A ferjeant.with three grenadiers were killed ; fix 
of the folders, with captain Black, who commanded the 
fally, jiiid lieutenr^^t Fitzpatrick, were wounded. The enemy’s 
artillery uuio on the royal and demi baftions ; their mortars 
falling on the works wounded many more than ufual. The total loFs,. 
including that in the failles, waS’ eight Europeans and three Sepoys 
killed, and 17 Europeans with 13 Sepoys wounded. 

The enemy’s fap being adv^anced to the eaft flank of the covered, 
way threatened immediate danger by furprize on the eafi: face of the 
.fort, to which the fea-gate gave the faireft opening; for the em- 
brafures in the north flank of the battery before it had been ruined 
by the enemy ’^s fliot which had mifled or flown over the n.e. baftion 
and fafcine battery; and tlie gateway Itfclf was a fpacious arch fliut 
occafionally with folding doors ; fo that, fliould the enemy ever make 
a general aflault on the ruined works to the north, a party font at 
the fame time along the furf, or even in boats, might force their 
way through the gate with petards •, and this party might pafs with¬ 
out much interruption ; for the fafcine battery which barricaded the 
beach was nearly dcmoliflied.' The whole of the tvorking party 
of die night was therefore allotted to remedy thefe defeds, and be¬ 
fore morning they repaired the fafcine battery, relfored.the embratlircs 
of the battery before the fea-gate,. bricked up the arch of the gate¬ 
way, and opened a fmall gate on the left hand, w'hich had been 
doled. In the fucceeding nights the workmen began and continued, 
th'j intended ditch with pallifad''“« round the fea-gate battery, which 
had hitherto beei. deferred-mr fervicts of more immediate neccliity. 

The encu; V employed the night with equal diligence, and pulhed 
the fap of their retrenchment from the falient angle 70 yards along 
♦iv face of the covered way, a^id w'idened the work in an. 

excavatiiin fufficlent to contain cannon and a large detachment 
of troops : this work, with what was done the night bciore on 
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tlie other fide, entirely embraced the falleut angle of the covered 




The following day, which was the 26th, the enemy fired moft 
of their fhot into the town ; and moft of their ftieljs^ as in the pre¬ 
ceding night, into the works of the north front, by which a twenty- 
tour pounder was difmounted on the n. e. baftioi the cafurvlt^s 

from the evening to the evening were five Seapo}^’ one Eu/&pean 

killed, and 11 wounded, of whom were the lieut'err..-.^vs-i:;3ng, and 
Eittle w'lio loft his left arm. In the fucceeding night the enemy 
widened and raifed their work on the creft of the glacis, notwith- 
ftanding the conftant fire of the defences ; and no guards could any 
•longer be kept at the lalient angle they had invefted, but Gentries 
were advanced every quarter of an hour froift the blind before the 
N.E. baftion, to obftrve w'hether they were beginning any new 
works, but difeovered none. In the 24 hours to the evening of the 
27th, no damage was done to any of the artillery, but five Europeans 
were killed and five wounded, and one with five Sepoys. The- 
enemy’s workmen remained very filent in their trenches through 
the night. 

Three hundred Sepoys were Intended to Tally before day-break on 
the 28th, in order to furprize the enemy’s battery of two guns to the 
ftiuth of the bar: but marching too late were difeerned, and re¬ 
ceived the fire of the battery before they had crofted the bar, on which 
they were immediately recalled into the fort. In the morning the 
enemy began to fire again from the battery near their fecond 
crochet, which had remained filent ever fince they opened it inef- 
fedlually on the 23d, and during this interval they had endeavoured 
to redlity the erroneous coiiftrudlion of the embrafures, which were 
intended againft the right face of -^orth ravelin : they had like- 
wife brought up two ten-inch i.iortars td ♦'his battdfy, with which, 
and three gun.s, they commenced their fire ; but one of the guns 
ffiled at nine o’clock, and another at ten j in the afternoon another, 
which they were trying in the 4th embrafure, was dilabled b_y .. dxv.1 
from the fort; after which, the cannonade from this battery ceafed 
■sutlrcly, but the mortars continued. At noon a party with many 
» , yoke 



yoke of oxen aflembled at the bar, in order to draw off the two 1759- 
guns there ; but the firing of the fort foon made them remove the 
cattle out of reach. The cafualties from the' pi'eceding night to 
the evening of tliis day were one European and one Lafcar killed, 
with ten Europeansand nine Sepoys wounded. 

■^uring the nig it the enemy drew off one of the guns at the bar; 
their workmen ca 'ried on a mining fap from the left of the palmyra • 
ftockade acrox'i) tiie glacis, and on a level' lower than the covered 
way, intending to pafs under this likewife in order to open the 
counterfcarp of the ditch : they executed this work with fo much 
filence, that the garrifon had no fufpiclon of it until two the next after¬ 
noon, when the lap was advanced as far as the fcarp, or brick facing 
of the glacis, and being carried too high, the earth of the covered 
-way with the facing fell in, and dlfcovercd them; fome grenadiers 
were immediately fent to fire and throw granades into tlie hole, 
which obliged the miners to flop, but they renewed their lap lower. 

Their mortars continued during thefe 24 hours againft the works. 

A nine-pounder was dilabled ontheN.w. ravelin by the fire from 
the hofpital; and the embrafures of Pigot’s baftion, and of Law¬ 
rence’s, the next on the left, were much damaged by Ihclis and 
ftray lliot; for both thefe works were out of the front attack, nor ■ 
was there a fingle gun which bore diredlly upon them; for the enemy 
had for fome days ceafed the 4 they opened on the 7th of the month 
in this dire<ftion, which adjoined to the left Ihqulder of the Lornrain 
battery. Tire cafualties from the evening to the evening were two 
Europeans and three Sepoys killed, and two and one womidcd. In 
the cnfulng night the enemy threw many fhells into the town, and 
continued hard at work both in their jovered fiip and in raifing a 
battery on the creft of the j^tacl.., but with fo much lilencc, that 
the garrifon could not dilcover wh._t they were doing; the working 
party of the fort were employed in reftoring the riglit face of the 
north ravelin, and the fame fide of the caponierc leading to it acfofs 
the ditch. 

In tlie interval fince the defertion of the black troops at Conje- 
veram, feveral letters and other notices I'ad been received from Cap- 
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tain Prefton and Mahomed Iflbof. Purfuing their intention of en- 
Ming a body of better cavalry, they arrived on the 12th at Lalla- 
pet, a town of great refort, lo miles to the n. w. of Arcot, where 
their invitations foon collefted 500 Moorilh horfe, and 600 Morattoes. 
The Nabob’s brother, Abdulwahab Cawn, was at.this time refidiiig 
with their mother at Chitore, and being urged by her reprefentatioits 
to fome compunflion for the diftrefs of the Nabob’s affiiirs, h^pro- 
fered his alfiftance; on which Mahomed Iflbof, wi&i'r-fHl^fle f^^ 
went to Chitore, and in a few days returned, accompanied by Ab¬ 
dulwahab with 1000 horfe, and more foot, being the troops he had 
kept in pay fince he quitted Arcot in the preceding year. Overtures 
were likewife made to a body of 3000 Morattoes belonging to Bala- 
gerow, and commanded by an officer named Gopaulharry, who were 
lying atthepafs of Damalcherry; but Gopaulharry infifted on re¬ 
ceiving money before any moved, on which Prefton fent him the 
bill of an opulent fhrof for 60,000 rupees, which was- to be paid as 
foon as the horfe arrived at Velore; but as the meflages and inarch 
required eight days, the army in the interval fet out from Laflapet 
on the 22d, and halted on the 25th atTrivalore, within four miles 
of the fort of Tripaflbre, in which, as w^ell as Pondamal6e, the. 
French had a garrifon of Sepoys; but the pettah of Pondamallee 
being much opener than of Trivalore, Mahomed Iflbof lent off a de¬ 
tachment to plunder it, which they effedted after fome flcirmifliing 
with tlie Sepoys from the fort, of whom feveral were killed.. Befides 
the booty they got in the pettah, the detachment returned with 3000 
flicep and oxen, which had been collefled from the country, and were 
kept under the proteftion of the garrifon, in the common round the 
fort, to fupply the French ari ay before Madrafs.. The Nabob’s bro¬ 
ther Nazeabulla, who had accomp^..icu y'^^r. Moracin to Pondicherry, 
and afterwards the French army^to the ficgo, had lately returned to 
Nelore; and the example and exhortations of his brother Abdul¬ 
wahab, had reclaimed him fo far, as to promife to join him’ atTriva¬ 
lore with his force; but he delayed, and the army having been rein- " 
forced with ammunition and two more three-pounders from Cliing- 
kpet, proceeded on the to Trimliwafti, a town fituated on the 
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flirts of Malrawzes wood, 12 miles to the n. w. of Madiafs. The 
polygar, with an agent who had been fent to him by the governor, 
came to’the camp, and promifed to bring 2000 peons and a fupply 
of rice: hut, finding no money was intended to be given him, re¬ 
turned the next day into his wood, and appeared no rnore. Maho¬ 
med Ifibof, as foon as the camp was pitched, rode with a party of 
horfe as far as Mafic dyne’s garden, which Hands two miles n. w. of 
Fort St. ^here moft of the oxen belonging to the French 

army were kept under the care of a guard of Sepoys and black 
horfe; whom Mahomed Ifl'ooPs party put to flight, and feized moft 
of the’ cattle. The next day the whole body of French cavalry, who 
were aoo, and Rajahfaheb’s who were 800, encamped to the north 
ofthe gar’den, and on the 29th one of their parties routed one of 
Abdulwahah’s, and took ten prifoners. The attention to this army,^ 
fince their arrival in the neighbourhood, diminifned the aftivity of 
the enemy’s operations againft the fort, by the detachments they 
were obliged to fend and recall on dift'erent reports and alrms. Their 
approach juft as the enemy’s works Were advanced fo near the de¬ 
fences. increafed the alacrity of the ganifon. ^ , 

On the 30th, at 11 in the forenoon, a fail was defened to the 
fouthward; when, nearer, her colours were dilcerncd to be Eftglifii, 
and her form that of one of the Company’s flnps. All the French 
veflels which were five, flung out Engllfti colours likewlfe; and 
the two {hips, the Harlem and Briftol, prepared to get under weigh. 
A cattamaran was immediately difpatched from the fort, warning 
the Granger to beware of them; in the evening Mr. Dahymple 
was fent in a boat, with farther inftruaions to the captain. The 
cattamaran got on board before the flilp ^ame to an anchor, which 
was not unftlnine at night: foon after the Briftol came up, 

received and retuined a bro-alide, anu fell to leeward. The fhip was 
the Shaftfbury Eaft Indiaman, comn ,'tided by captain Nathaniel 
IngUfs, and one of tholb which wire bringing Drapers regi- 
mmt from Bombay: but, failing much worfe than the others, 
they made her the hofpltal Ihip, and left her olf the louth of Ceylon 
on the 7th of the month, after which, a luckier vein ot wind and 
current brought her to her port before them. The lick, who were 
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36 men of the regiment, only added to the diftrefs of the garrifon ; 
but fhe had on board 37 cherts of filver, and many mifitary ftorcs, 
amongft them, hand-grenades, and bombs of the largeft hzes, of 
which the garrifon were much in need, having nearly expended 
their rtock ot thefe articles. The communication of letters was 
eafy and expeditious, after the fliip came to an anehor ; and, by,the 
governor’s order, rtie threw out at day-break tlf: enligns of a man 
of war, and received, as if fuch, a falute of .13 fjcfrrfhe fort.. 
At the fame time the enemy on Ihore began to lire upon her with 
one gun from their ncgleCled battery at the fecond crochet, and two 
from the breart-work to the fouth, near the bar ; all the three were 
twenty-four pounders ; and fometimes fent red-hot balls. At three 
in the afternoon, the Briftol, which had fallen far to leeward, worked 
up again into the road: w^hilft drawing nigh, boats with foldiers 
went off to her from the black town. The I larlem, which had like- 
wife been manned from the fhore, bore down at the fame time, and 
the Shaftlbury had got under weigh to change her rtation, but 
being Intercepted by the Brirtol fuftalncd the engagement under fail, 
for two hours, and then anchored, where directed, as near as the 
foundings would admit oppofite to the fouth-eaft bartlon. The 
other flyps anchored likewdfe, but far out in the offing, and never- 
thelefs continued firing until night. The rigging of the Shaftlbury 
was much damaged by the fire of Ihips, and Ihe received feveral fhot 
through her hull from the fhore : but no one was wounded except; 
Lieutenant Browne of the regiment, who lort his right arm.. Before 
ro, the maflbolas of the garrifon landed the lick and the treafure 
and it being fufpeffed that the enemy’s lliips might attempt to. 
board the Shaftlbury with their boats, the governor feitt optional 
orders to captain Inglifs,. eiti er to out of the road, maintain,, 

his rtation, or run the rtiip artx)r|.- ‘‘^he^^uffidence was well placed 
and Inglifs determined on th(,|:hoice of danger. Tlie next day, 
which wa.s the firrt of f'ebruajyv rtood tiie lame fue from t^e 
fliore, f)tne from tlic Harlem, hut none from the Brirtol, for this 
rtiip had lailed away ui the night to Pondiclicrry; a^j qj.j 
none from the Harlem, whiclf anchored fer out in the Offing,; hut 
the fire upon her from the .'Irore rtlll continued.. 
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The preparations of the enemy on fliore againft the Shaftfbury, 
flackened theit fire againft the fort on the 30th, the day file was dif- 
cerned. The three embrafures on the left of Lally’s batterj’', which 
bore upon the right face of the north rav'elin, continued; the two 
next to them, which were the left of the four that had hitherto 
been employed againft the north-eaft baftion, likewife remained 
free; but the interriofition of their own work on the creft of the 
glacis ph:c'h'"’'“d ufe of the two other embrafures againft this 
baftion, as well as of the four which had battered in breach the 
faliant angle of the demi baftion : but they did not think it worth 
their while to remove the guns of thefe embrafures into thofe on 
the right, in order to batter towards the ftioulder angle, that 
next the flank of this baftion, becaufe they intended, as ufnal, to 
make the breach at the falient angle,.in which their lire had already 
almoft ruined the parapet.. The fire of the burying-ground battery, 
with four guns, continued on the left face of the north ravelin, and 
the flank of the demi baftion, and the four guns in the hofpital battery 
enfiladed the whole of the north front. The outward gun in Lally’s 
battery which remained free againft tlie north-eaft baftion, they turned 
againft the Ihoulder merlon on the left of the tafeine battery, raifed 
by the garrifon on the edge of the furf, of which all the four guns 
bore on this and tlie three next embrafures of L.allv’s, to the left. Tlteir 
mortars in this, the burying-ground, and the-battery between them, 
likewife continued as before. Sucli was their fire at the clofe of this 
day; and in thefe 24 hours one 18 pounder vyas difmounted liy the. 
hofpital battery on Pigot’s baftion, i European, wltli 3 , Sepdys,. 
were killed, and 9 Europeas, with 2 Sepoys, , w^ounded. 

The enemy’s mortars continued through the enfuing night, and 
moftly againft tlie defences. They wo ked hard under ground from 
the palmvra ftot-kade ; but. as bcfoia , aclthout being dlfcov’ered : aiid 
the earth they threw up on the creft )f the glacis likewife concealed 
there intenrions tliere, although , th ; garrhon gave frequent alerts, 
and threw grenades every half hour, hoping the occafion of a fiic- 
ceftful fully to explore their work ; but the enemy here took 
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no. alarm. It was fuppofed they were carrying on a covered Tap 
towards the blind before the north-eaft baflion, wljich threatened 
the moft dangerous mine they could fpring ; and to counterad their 
intention by meeting their work, the garrilbn opened a Tap from the 
left of the "ditch, and direded it acrofs and under the ground imme¬ 
diately in front of the blind. The mining gallery t awards thpr battery 
on the creft of the glacis was likewife puffed on with much 
diligence. The enfuing morning, the enemy at i virifb.Qpe^ned four 
embrafures in this battery, which extended to the right from-the 
fummit of the falient angle : one of them pointed to the N. e. baftion, 
and all the four bore on the falient angle of the demi ; b'ut they had 
raifedthe embrafures fo high, that none of their^fhot could ftrike 
the parapet, but all flew over the fort; fo- that after five or fix 
rounds they ceafed firing, and clofed the embrafures in order to alter 
the level. Befides the guns which they opened and kept up againft 
the Shaftfbury, their other batteries againft the fort continued 
throuo-h the day : the hofpital and burying-ground, with all their 
p-uns, 1 nit Lally’s only with five, three of which were thofe againft the 
•north ravelin, and the other two, which were the next to them, fired 


moftly againft the fafeine battery, where they difabled two twelve 
pounders : a twenty-four pounder was likewife difmounted on the 
royal baftlon : the cafualties to the troops were 4 Europeans killed, 
and 9, with 3 Sepoys wounded. During the night, the garrifon, 
befides the repair of the works, continued their gallery towards the 
falient angle, and the covered fap before the blind. The enemy 
continued their ftp likewife ftlll nndifeovered, and worked in alter¬ 
ing their breaching battery ; but when they opened it again the 
next morning with five gunthe fhot as before flew over, and they 
were again obliged to clofc th •. emb-'-'f .res. 

This day was the firft of iV-ruary : fire of the two guns 

from the bar to the s. and the r her to the n. at the fccond crochet, 
continued a croffing fire againfl the Shaftfbury with much aim, and 
fometimes with red-hot fhot, of which feveral went through the 
hull. The Harlem likewife fired and helped to ruin her rigging. 
The*fort fired upon the Harlem and on the enemy’s fouthern guns, 

and 
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and in the evening a twenty-four pounder, which bore on them 
from the San Thome or Ibuth-eaft baftion, burft, whilvi Mr. Pigot 
the governor was there ; he and two other men were flightly wound¬ 
ed, but four more died of tlieir hurts. The reft of the fire on 
both fides continued as the day before, excepting that the enemy’s 
mortars were not ft frequent. The Cuddalore, a fchooner belong¬ 
ing to the company , which had lain Ibme days at Paliacate where 
ftie had ftopped ft/eral boats coming from the northward to the 
enemy’s camp, came this day near the road ; but feeing the Harlem 
ready to weigh, flood out again to fea. , A twenty-four pounder was 
difabled in the laluting battery of the fort by its own fire on the 
Plarlem. The cafualtles, befides thole who fuftered on the San 
Thome baftion, were ? Europeans killed, and 4, with 2 Sepoys, 
wounded. In the night, as well as the day, the pioneers of the 
garrifon continued the two galleries, the one towards the enemy’s 
battery on the fallent angle of the glacis, the other under the blind, 
and the reft of the workmen were chiefly employed iii repairing the 
parapet towards the falient angle of the deml baftion. 

In the morning of the 2d, the enemy opened again their embra- 
fures on the creft of the glacis, which they had been repairing all 
night, but with as little judgment as in the preceding, for their Ihot 
ftill flew too high ; and the guns being expofed as before without 
refiftance to the cannon and mortars of the defences, were c.lofod 
again in an hour after they had opened, and remained filent the reft 
of the day. The other batteries continued as before. The Harlem 
had weighed before day-break, and anchored out of gun-fliot of the 
Shaftfbury, which now only fuftalned the fire of the tlwee guns on 
fhore; and theirs lefs frequent than ii> the preceding days. At 
eight in the morning, feveral parties o- horfe were difeerned from 
the fteeple, advancing in 'lie plai.*' aoout five miles n.w. of the 
fort;'and foon after appeared the v hole army, with Prefton and 
Mahomed Iflbof. The enemy’s cav 1 y at Viparee drew out, rein¬ 
forcements joined them from the bl tck town, and at three in the 
afternoon firing commenced, which lifted until funlet. 
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The governor had repeatedly recommended to Prefton and Ma¬ 
homed Iflbof to march round, and take pofleflion of*St. Thome, 
and from thence to come by the fea-lhore into the fort; or to pe- 
, netrate wherever elfe they.fliould fee an opening; the intention of 
this jundion was to concert meafures for a general attack on the 
.enemy’s camp, which could not be explained I y letters in cypher, 
and liable to interception. The effort, however, was not to be 
made by a fally of the united force from the fgrt; but Prelion’s 
army, after being furnilhed with money and four days provilions, 
■wliich the garrilbn could fpare, w^ere to' march out and encanjp 
abroad again; and at the appointed hour fall on the black town, 
W'hiin; the garrilbn at the fame time fallled upon the enemy’s works. 
This projebT: was fcarcely fcafiblc; for the en'emy, knowing the 
■junetlon in the fort, would be on ftridt guard in all their polls. 
.Prelion, although he difapproved the fchejne, was as folicitous as 
the governor to carry it Into execution; but the Polygars had failed 
■to fupply the provilion of rice they had promlfed, which obliged 
the army to fend for it as far as Chinglapet and Conjeveram, and 
detained them three days at Trimlivvalh until the morning of the 
ad ; when they marched, intending to pals to San Thome between 
the black town and the Mount, notwithliajiding the whole body of 
the enemy’s cavalry were ly?^^- in the way, at Viparee. Mr. Lally, 
hearing of tlicir ap])roach, took a detachmcjit of 300 European in¬ 
fantry, 300 Sepoys, and fix field-pieces, from the black town, and 
joined his two bodies of cavalry which were lying at Viparee. He 
W'as accompanied by Mr. Bully, and niofi; of the principal officers, 
of the army. They marched onward in the plain towards Pref- 
ton’s force, who feeing, them coming, halted on the other fide of a 
loiig morals formed by paduy fields, which interfedled the whole ex¬ 
tent of tlic plain from well t » e? 1 : the , walry witl^.Prefon, to avoid 
the enemy’s cannonade, kept r: a dillance hi the rear ; hut tlfe in- 
fintiy drew up under the Iheucr of l)anks which continued along 
the edge of the morafs. Mr. I.ally made feveral motions to Intlce 
tliem to crofs; but they were not feduced ; on which he took poll 
.at tlirec o’clock in a Ipot of ground covered by hedges and trees, 

and 
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'Mci opened his cannon acrofs the moral's, although at the dif- 
tance of looo yards, which -were anfvvered by onlv hx three- 
pounders. The Sepoys, and even the Europeans on both hues, hfcd 
ibmetimes likewife with their fmall arms : but the horfc were never 
near each other. From the advanxage of htuation, notwithftanding 
tlie difparity of ti e cannon, the lofs in Prefton’s army did not 
much exceed the eiemy’s, being 15 Sepoys, one European, and 
five horfe killed, 'and five Sepoys wounded; wheicfts the enemy 
left nine Europeans and thirteen horfes dead on the plain. At fun- 
let they retreated to Viparec, where Mr. Lally likewife remained 
with tlie detachment of infantry ; and Prelion, for want of provi- 
lions, returned to Trimliwalh. 

In the night the enemy threw fewer Ihdls than ufual: from 
the morning of the 2d to the morning of the 3d, was the fnli day 
fince the 4th of January, in which no one w'as killed in the 
fort; and no Sepoys received any hurt, but five Europeans xvere 
w'ounded. The pioneers of the garrifon continued tlio two mines : 
they who xvere at work under the blind dilcovered no ligns of the 
fap they fufpefted; but the miners, who were jjulhing under the 
covered way towards the breaching battery, heard, at two in the 
morning, the found o^men working near them in the enemy’s 
mine on the riglit undet the call: face of the glacis, which it was 
fuppofed they'had rclinquiflied lince it failed on the 23d. At day¬ 
break they fprung this mine bn the infide of the covered way, 
through the counterfearp of the ditch, at the extremity of the cu¬ 
vette ; into whicli the bulk of the expldfion was throwun Frag¬ 
ments of the brick-work wounded five Europeans and a Sepoy ; but 
the explolion itfelf blew up none ; ne\ crthelefs, to dcllioy many 
men feemed the odly intent; for if i; was meant to facilitate the 
defeent into the ditch, tb.:ir appiv-ac.ieS were not fuliiciently for¬ 
ward to attempt this operation ; fin' 3 the excavation uas entirely 
commanded by the three innermoft ;uns in tlic flank of the royal 
balVion, of Which all the feven be a g covered on the 1 flank by the. 
oreillon, and by traverfes in tlie rear, liad received no hurt liom the 
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enemy’s cannon, and none of their mortars had chanced to light 
amongft them; fo that all remained in perfefl; condition, and the 
enemy, before they Iprung the mine, fhould have raifed a batteiy 
in the fame direftion, on the creft of the glacis, to take off thefe 
defences. Immediately after the explofion, they began to fire from 
two embrafures of their breaching battery in the falient angle, 
which the fire of the fort, as before, foon obliged them to clofe; 
their other batteries llkewife flackened, and their mortars ftill more. 
Their workmen were chiefly employed during the night, m low¬ 
ering the emhrafures of thek breaching battery ; the garrifon, 
befides the repairs of the demi-baftion, againft which the greateft 
part of the enemy’s fire had been direded, worked at their two 
mining galleries. The cafualties of the day and night, befides the 
men wounded by the enerhy’s mine, were oitly one Sepoy killed,. 

and one wounded. , i • i i • 

At day-light on the 4tb, tlie enemy again opened their breaching 

battery on tl>e creft of tlie glacis, and for the firft time fired from all 
the fix.emhrafures, whicli, although fomething lowered, ftill remained 
too high to fti-ike below the {larapet of the baftions; and the endea¬ 
vour neceflary to reduce them even to this level retarded the repeti¬ 
tions of tlieir fire. Tlie two embiafurcs in the left of the battery bore 
on the north-caft, the other four on tlie demi-baftion. The n. e. 
returned with three guns, but tlie demi-baftion with none; for the 
embrafiires were clofed,. in order to let the workmen thicken the 
parapet within ; and their fire was much better fupplied by the four 
innermoft guns in the flank of the royal baftlon, upon which not a 
gun in the breaching battery againft which they fired, nor from any 
olher, could bear; and tlie gutmers, fenfible of their fecurity, fired 
with deliberate aim, wliilft tl.c throe guns on the n. e. baftlon conti¬ 
nued hotly on their oppofites, and boil, mgether obliged the enemy 
in Icfsthan an hour tb withe w thek gc.ns,. and clofe the 
hrafures; nor did they attemp to open tliejn again during- the reft 
oi the: diy. At fcv cil the gal e y carrying on towards this battery 
Hiftv.d to the banq let of the covered way fell in at. the 
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«nd there, and the light came in ; but the miners flopped the hole 
fo foon, that the enemy did not difcover the mifchance. The gal¬ 
lery was then filled five or fix feet back, and from hence a return 
made to "the right, from which it was again continued llreight for¬ 
ward under the glacis. In the night, the enemy had withdrawn 
the two twenty-fovr pounders from the bar, in order to replace others, 
which had been difabled in the north front of the attack; they 
however fubftituted a fix-pounder to check any fally from the fort. 
T'he ceflation of this fire to the fouth relcafed the Shaftelbury from the 
greatefi: molellation fhe had endured, by which feveral of her men 
had been killed and wounded, her hull {hot through in many places, 
and all her mails and rigging ruined. In the morning, before 
day-light, ihe had moved from her ilation under the guns of the 
s. E. or San Thome bailion, and anchored about a mile in the 
offing, oppofite to the fea-gate. The French ihips continued at their 
anchors out of aun-Ihot; fo that all the annoyance which ihe re¬ 
ceived through the day was a ihot now and then from the fingle 
gun at the fecond crochet. Againil the fort, the four guns at the 
burying-ground continued with vivacity, but the two enfilading in 
the Lorrain, and the four crochet on the hofpital battery with lefs 
frequency: all the enemy’s firil-rate bombs were expended, and 
moil of the next fizes, I'o that they only fired a few iliells of eight 
and ten inches from the fecond crochet. In the evening, a iloop 
from Pondicherry anchored at San Thome with a fupply of {lores. 
During the night, the enemy fired a great de;il of mulketry upon 
the covered way, and the garrifon, be ides the repairs, continued 
the two mines. The cafualties of the night and day w ere one 
European and three Sepoys killed, and four wnth tw'o wmunded, and 
a twenty-four pounder was difabled on the demi-bailion. 

Early in the morning toc <fth, the Harlem, the Diligent, 
and three fmaller veiTch, got undtr fall from their ilation before 
the black town, where they left only one, a imall Hoop, and {land¬ 
ing to the Ibuthward were out of fight before the evening. The 
caufe of their fuddeii departure, w is a report from Pondicherr}', 
that feveral ihips of force had been ieen off Negapatam. At fun- 
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rife, the enemy again opened their breaching battery, but before 
they had fired three rounds were obliged to clofe it again ’by the fame 
£re as the day before. At nine, a red flag feen on the mount fig- 
nified that Preilon’s and Mahomed Iflbof’s army were arrived there 
from Trimliwailfh ; they had before reprefented the neceffity of re¬ 
maining at a diftance until fupplied with ammunition and ftpres 
from Chinglapett, provifions from tire country, and money from 
Madrafi. Mr. Pigot ordered them at all events to attempt the 
effort Co often recommended of marching into the fort ; but, left it 
fliould fail, dlfpatched in the evening ten of the troop of Euro¬ 
pean boric, with captain Vaflerot, 'each carrying a thoufand pa¬ 
godas, who crofted the Ifland, forced through the enemy’s guard at 
Chindadrapettah, and arrived at the Mount at ten at night, of which 
they immediately gave notice to the garrifon by four rockets and a 
large Arc. The fire of the enemy’s batteries'was flacker than ufual 
ill the day, their fhells very few, and little mulket*-y in the night. 
Nevcrthclefs the cafualties until the morning or the 6th, w^erc 
another twenty-four pounder difabled on the demi-baftion, one Euro¬ 
pean and three Sepoys killed, and four Europeans wounded. 

The enemy's breaching battery remained filciit during the 6th; nor 
had they repaired the damages it had fuftained ; but in Tally’s, of 
which the fire had ceafed fince the 30th of the laft month, fix embra- 
furcs appeared to have been reftored to good condition for fervice ; but 
lb many of the enemy’s guns had been ruined, that they were obliged 
to withdraw the four from the rccochct battery at the hofpital, to 
furnifli the tmbrainros at Tally’s, which, however, they did not 
open until the next day; fi that their fire this day was from fewer 
guns than in anv lincc tlv* >■ began the liege, confifting only of the 
four guns at the burying ground, and two in the Terrain battery; 
but they added two ten-inch moitars U, the two already eftablifhed 
at the Iccond crochcc. All th* ir cavalry, European, as well as the 
bhek, were obferved filing oft to the Choultry Plain ; nnd Sepoys, 
V itli g-uns an J tumbrilf,, wen; feen marching that way from tlie 
black, tow 1. The night pafl.x1 without fkirinifh, for the enemy 
were not heard at wprkon the creftof the glacis; but their mortars 
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Ill the day and night two Europeans were killed, and 
two wounded, but none of the Sepoys were hurt. 

In the morning of the 7th the enemy began to fire, as was ex¬ 
pected, from Lally’s battery, but only from four of the embrafures 
and with, a mortar on the right, all bearing upon the deiiii and 
north-eaft baftions, which together returned fix guns ; the other 
batteries continued as the day before, and the mortars in the night; 
daring which no alarms were given either by the enemy or the gar- 
rifon : two guns were difiibled on the north-eaft baftion; two Eu¬ 
ropeans were killed, and five, and two Sepoys, wounded. 

Notwithftanding the inefficacy of the breaching battery, the reft 
of the enemy’s fire had by this time rent the falient angle of the 
demi baftion from top to bottom ; and Mr. Lally, who viewed every 
thing with enthufiafm, ordered the principal engineers and artillery 
officers to give their opinion on the feafibility of ftorming this 
breach, and declared his own of fuccefs; but the officers confider- 
ed the queftion with more deliberation. They agreed that the de- 
feent into the covered way from the breaching batfeiy on one fide, 
and the gabions on the other, of the falient angle of the glacis, was 
eafy, and that the defeent urto the ditch and paftage acrols it had 
been' rendered very practicable by the mine they lead fprung in the 
covered way from the eaftern fide of the glacis, of which the ex- 
plofion had filled up a fufficient fpace at the caid of the cuvette or 
trench of water dug along the middle of the ditch but a rank of 
ftrong palifiidoes ranged along the other fide of the cu\ ctt(;;, and 
having hitherto received no damage mul: be tern down by h^nd, 
before the troops could gain the foot of the breach ; who during 
the defeent into the ditch would he cxpi led, without the cowr of a 
fingle gabion on the flank, to the fire of the north-eaft baftion 
and of mulketrv from the blind before it; to fix guns iir tlic 
curving flank of the royal baftion, and abtinclancc of Imall arnis 
from the caponiere' which led acriil the ditch to the re.Mth ravehn ; 
and the havock of tht>ic uvo fir.-,- w .ald continiK-: v/maeut the h .ift 
refiftance or intetrupiton upon the whilft aiittilring 

bruach itfelt From thefe circumfcaiuces the olljcers deei ircd 


n.c 


% 

February* 




misT/fy 



February. 


'Tite War of Coromandel, 



breach, although 'pEa£licable, iaaccefllble; but added, what the r 
were not alked, that from, a comparifon of the forces, the profe- 
cution 'of works ;to quell tlie fire of the place would only facrifice 
the lives of many men without the leaft probability of fuccefs. 

The only variation in the attack during the 8th, was the addition 
of one gun on Lally’s, which now fired with five. The force with 
which the enemy intended to oppofe the army at the mount had 
colleded in a feparate camp on the Choultry Plain, and in their rear 
at Egmore were fix field-pieces with four tumbrils. In the afternoon, 
the Briflol anchored dif St. Thome returning with ftores from Pon¬ 
dicherry ; and, as it was apprehended that fhe might have brought 
a fupply .of large Ihells, the governor propofed that the Shaftfbury, 
reinforced with forty foldiers from the Ihore, lliould attack her, 
Captaizi Inglifs concurred in this intention Avith alacrity; but his 
malls were fo much damaged, that it required the repair of two 
days before he could fet a fail. No annoyance, excepting mortars, 
pafled between the befiegers and'.the fort during the night. Before 
the morning, the gallery in front'of the bliird before the north-eaft 
baftion had been carried far enough toward the fea to fecure this 
work from any mines of the enemy, and was continued in a diredlion 
fortvard towards the palmyra pallifado, of which the enemy were 
in poffeflion, in order to crofs any other they might be attempting 
againft the .call face of the covered way. Two explofions of powder 
had been occafioned in the enemy’s works by the fall of Ihells during 
the night. In thefe 24 hours were one European and one Sepoy 
killed, and two ’Europea is and one Sepoy wounded; but no gun 
was difiTiounted. 

In the three laft days, information had been received from Captain 
Prefton, that Major Catliaud was approaching with a reinforcement 
from the fouth ; and thefe were the firft advices concerning him, 
Avhich had reached either Prefton or the garrifon fince his d^arturc 
toTarijore; for every letter wh'ch he had written palling through the 
enemy’s country, had been elt!ier intercepted by them, or carried far 
away by the melTengcrs. A variety of untoward incidents had pro- 
trafled the execution of his commiflion. He embarked at nine in 
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„„ morning on the ift of December in a common maffoolah, which 
had only fix rowers and the fteerfman he was accompanied by Mr.. 
Bofwell the furgeon, as his interpreter, and one fervant. In a' 
few hours after they were at fea, a hard gale of wind arofe, in 
which they could not fhow the fail, and fcarcely ufe the oars; 
neverthelefs the drift of the wind and current carried the boat by 
9 o’clock the fecond night as far as Devi Cotah, which is by the 
fea one hundred and thirty miles from Madrafs, when the rowers 
were fo much exhaufted, that no entreaties could prevent them 


from putting alhore ; and they grounded on the ftrand wdthin half 
a mile of the fort of Devi Cotah, m which was an officer and fome 
French Sepoys, from whofe notice they were preferved by the con¬ 
tinuance of the ftoim, and before day-break put to fea again ; butr 
the boatmen would not venture over the larger and outer furf, and 
continued driving in the hollow fea between the two, until noon, 
when they landed at Tranquebar. The rains had overflowed the 
livers,' which remained impaflable until the lath. On the i.^th 
Calliaud arrived at Achempettah 15 miles from Tanjore, where 
he was again detained three days by the bad weathei ^ On the i. ^ th 
he reached the city^ 

The king of Tanjore, when more clofely prefled by Captain 
Jofeph Smith to furnilh the 1000 horfe requefted of him by the 
prefidency in December, pleaded the ravages which his country 
had lately fuffered from the French army, anti demanded 200,000: 
rupees before-hand; at length he more plainly faid, that he thought 
the Engliffi did not care what befell th territory of their allies,, 
provided they could defend their own : 1 ut as he could not alledge 
this indifference to himfelf when attacket by the French; he cited 
the unconcern with which they had fuftered the French to take ' 
eveiy fort belonging, to the Nabob, and even his capital of Arcot,, 
without making any efforts to protefl them ; although he knew that 
the prefidency had not the means, and with the Nabob’s were loiihg, 
tlieif own revenues.. 

Major Calliaud found the king ui the fame tempei, fo pie- 
polTefled of the decline of the Englifh fortune, that he negkaed die 
^ ^ ufual 
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iifual attentions to hirnfflf, as their renrefentative, anti inftead of a 
hoql?, nllortjd liis habitation in a choultry. In their* conference, 
the king liiltl he had fufficicntly expofed himfelf to the re- 
llntmejit of the French, ifAladrafs fliould fall, by the affiftance 
he had aheady lent with Mahomed Iffoof, which were ^oo 
horft-; but not paid by himfelf: nevcrthelefs he was willing to lend 
400 more, provided Calliaud would difeharge their arrears: Cal- 
liaud demanded Colonel Kennedy and the Jefuit Eftevan, the French 
hod ages \yhom the king had detained ; but the ’ king refufed, and 
let ili,;m depart on the 19th, as it were, in his fight. Never- 
rhoU.*l's, tlie horfe were fo necefliiry that Caillaud determined not to 
take oiTence whilfl there remained any probability of getting them, and 
applied for money to the houfe of Buccangee, which was by far the 
moft conhdeniblc hank in the Carnatic, and had hitherto tranfafled 
the gnoatefl: part of the Company’s exchange throughout the province: 
but tlicir agents in Tanjore rcfulcd to fupply any money for bills on 
Madral’s. I’he king knowing this promiftd the horfe fliould be 
ready in four days, if the money were paid. Calliaud then applied 
to the Dutch government of Negapatam, who profered a loan, but 
propoi'od to furnhh it in coins, and at rates, which would have 
produced a lofs of 25 per cent. Thefe dlfappolntments obliged 
him to feek the money at Tritchinopoly, where he arrived on 
the 24th, and obtained the promife of a fupply from another fliop 
of Buccangee’s houfe eftabliflied there : he returned on the 27th to 
Tanjore, where intt.lllgcnce had been received the day before, that 
the Nabob with Ids fami y, who had left Madrals on the 20tli, 
were arrived at Negapata n, and that his wife, in this fhort but 
fempefluons paHage, had Lccn brought to bed at fca. At the fame 
time Seid Muaoon the Nabob’s agent at Tanjore informed the king, 
that the Nabob intended to come into the city in his way to Trichi- 
nopoly, and expeiSed to he met, as ufiial, upon the road ; bt!lt the 
embarkation., the fealbn, and ?bovealJ, tiie travail of th^c lady, had 
convinced the king, contrary ’o the real motives, that nothing but 
the defpair of Madrals could have induced the Enghfh government 
to expofe tlic prince of their alliance to fuch rifques and diflrefles; 
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and either from the malignant pleafurc of iiifulting his fnperior in * 759 * 
diftrefs, or from his dread of the French, if they firould prove February, 
fuccefsful, or both, he refufed either to admit the Nabob into the 
city, or to pay him a vilit without the walls: nor heeded the re- 
prefentations of Calliaud endeavouring to correft his contumacy. 

The news likewife frightened the fliroff atTritchinopoly fo much, that 
he retraced his promife, and refufed to fupply money upon any terms. 

However, 50 of the horfe were alfembled at Con do re on the bank of 
the Coleroon, 10 miles north of the city, and Calliaud, in order to 
encourage the reft to follow, went thither likewife. The next 
day, which was the 28th, a detachment of 500 Sepoys, which 
he had ordered from Tritchinopoly to efcort the Nabob, pafled by 
in their way to Negapatam ; and on the ift of January he received 
from Mr. Norris, the member of the council who had accompanied 
the Nabob from Madrafs, 10 of 20,000 pagodas which had been 
fent by the prefidency to defray the expences of the garrifon of Trit¬ 
chinopoly : but although this fupply obviated the pretexts of delay, 
the king fent out no more hoife. On the 5th, major Calliaud yi- 
ftted the Nabob at Aimapettah^ and accompanied him to Pondi^ a 
village 7 miles froraTanjore, where the illnefs of the Nabob’s wife 
detained them the two fucceeding days, during which major Cal¬ 
liaud went again to the city, when his exhortations, fcconded by the 
appearance of the efcort, prevailed; and the king vifited the Nabob 
on the 8 th with the ufual ceremonies in a choultry on the road. 

Major Calliaud, to dignify the Nabob’s appearance in his own ter¬ 
ritory, and at his earneft requeft, judiciou ly put hlmfelf at the head 
of the efcort, and marched with him to T itchinopoly: they arrived 
there on the loth, but Calliaud returned the next day to Coiulorc ; 
where no more horfe had hitherto joined the firft party ; his letters 
and meflages, fb*' he refblved not to vilit the king again, availing as 
little as before, he returned to Tritchinopoly on the 17th, in 
hopes of levying a body of horfe in the adjacent country; and on his 
departure exprefled, intending it fliould be conveyed, the utmoft indig¬ 
nation at the king’s evafions. He however left agents at Condore to 
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improve any advantageous change which might happen in his dlfpo- 
fition, and the king, alarmed by the refentment of his departure, fent 
out the remainder of, the horfe with feribes to clear their accounts 
on which Calliaud returned on the 21ft to Condore, and advancing 
them fifteen days pay, they croffed tlie Coleroou the next day,, 
and on the 23d moved to Trirnalvedy, a fort belonging to the, 
Arielore polygar, on the bank of the river, about 5 miles above 
Condore. Here he propofed that they fliould proceed 10 miles far¬ 
ther that day ; but they halted parlying for more pay until the 25th, 
when they marched 20 miles to Mongalpaddy, a village flill in the 
diftridls of " Arielore; w'here they were joined by three companies of 
Sepoys fromTritchinopoly. The whole arrived and lialted the next 
day at Vylcondah, and on the 25th reached Thiagar : here the horfe 
rcfuled again to proceed until they reteived their arrearsj which the 
king had promifed, and fiiiled to fend. They were however fa- 
tisfied with another advance of 15 days, but requefted another 
day’s halt in expedlation of fome of their necelTaries which were 
not yet come up from Tanjore. On the 31ft they marched from 
Thiagar to Tricolore, which is 15 miles onwards. The killidar 
Kifiinarow', who had before taken the field with Mahomed Iflbof, 
proinrfed to Ibllow with all his force from Thiagar: but none ap¬ 
peared. On the I ft of February, Calliaud with his own troops 
reached Trivanalore, and the next day Villaporam. The partizan 
Lambert, with 500 Sepoys, had advanced to this place to oppole 
their progrefs ; but, rccttving certain Intelligence of their force,, 
went off tire fame day to Gingee. The want of provifions detained. 
Calliaud’s party at Villaj orum until the 4th and on the 7th at 
luxm they arrived at Chinglapct, both foot and horlc fo much fa¬ 
tigued, for the march was feventy-five miles in three days, that 
they could proceed no farther; on which Calliaud left them there to, 
rcfrelh, and went away wlrla his own attendants to the mount, wdiem 
he arrived at fev'cii that nig.ht j and as the elder officer took the 
command of all the foiccs i hue, Prefton’s, Mahomed Iflbbf’s, and 
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The inotint is a craggy rock, of which the bafc is oblong from 
oaft to weft, and a mile round. It has two eminences, of which that 
to the eaftward is much the higheft, being 150 feet, and has at 
the top a fmall level plot, in which ftands a church, the fubftitute of 
a much more antient ftru(fture, dedicated by the ancient chriftians of 
Coromandel and Malabar to a Saint Thomas, whom the prelent ei>- 
roneoufly fuppofe to be the apoftle. A flight of broad fteps leading 
to the church winds on the eaftern fide, juft where the hill itfelf 
begins to round to the north. A village of country-houies, built by 
theEnglifh, extends from the foot of the mount about 600 yards 
to the eaft, and confifts of two rows of hou'fes fituatcd in gardens 
Separated by a lane. The row which faces the fouth fronts a plealant 
plain, and the walls of its enclofures as well on this fide as on the 
other, where they Ikirt the lane, are on a ftrait line. The enclofure 
which terminated the front row, to the eaft, was the garden-houfe 
of Colonel Lawrence; it occupied 100 yards to the plain, and, 
as all the others of this row, the fame extent backward to the 
lane ; the gardens on the other fide of the lane were not all Inclofcd 
with walls, but .fome with banks and hedges ; all however capable 
of fome defence. The laft inclofure in this row, which from its 
w’as called Carvalho s garden, projetffed ^o jaids farther out 
to the eaft than I^awrence’s, the laft in the front row, of which 
in confequeiice it flanked the eaftern fide : and about 200 yards 
out on the plain to the fouth, direflly oppofite to Carvalho’s, ftoo 4 
the ruins of five or fix mud houfes, wi'h fcveral trees furrounding 
a fmall brick building, which had one; contained a f\vam\, or 
idol. This ftatlon flanked the ground )cfore the front row of in- 
clofures. The lane that feparated the two rows continued nearly in 
a ftreight line from the eaft, and terminated at the hottom of the 
fteps leading to. the fummit of the mount. On the rigiit hand of 
the fteps was a craggy path from the plain on the fouth, and on the 
left hand ai outlet leading round the north fide of the mount: 
contiguous to the path on the right, and within piibl-ftiot ( f the 
fteps, was a houfe which looked upon the outlet to the north; 
and the laft houfe on the other fide at this end of the lane com- 
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manded obliquely the opening of the path from the jfbuth.: a Ipa-* 
cious gateway at the bottom of the fteps fronted the lane between. 

The black troops, exclufive of thofe which major Calliaud had left 
at Chinglapett, were 2200 horfe, and 2500 Sepoys; but the Eu¬ 
ropeans were only 103, 13 of w'hom were artillery-men, and 10 
with Vaflerot, troopers; the other 80 were mulketry, including 
officers ; the artillery were fix three-pounders. Of the Sepoys, thofe 
from the garrifon of Chinglapett, and 700 of Mahomed Iffoors, 
might be relied on; but little dependance could be placed on the reft, 
and Icfs on the cavalry. In this conviftion, Calliaud determined to 
rifque little in the plain, but to defend the whole village of the 
mount, which afibrded excellent ftations. The plain to the north, 
beliind the fecond row of iuclofures, required few precautions, be- 
caufe the ground, being laid out in rice-fields, precluded the approach 
of cannon, and the ufe of cavalry. But, if the enemy ftiould get 
pofleffion of Carvalho’s garden, they might foon penetrate into 
all the other inclofures of the fecond row along the lane when the 
firft row, attacked from this in the rear, and in front by another di- 
vifion of the enemy from the plain on the feuth, could not be long, 
maintained. Calliaud therefore confidered Caravalho’s garden as the 
decifive poft, and ftationed in it 60 of the European mulketry with 
four of the field-pieces. The two other field-pieces, with the 20 
other European firelocks, and 300 Sepoys, were pofted at the fwamy- 
houfe ; the inlets of this poft were barricaded, and the walls of the 
mud-houfes were lowere.1 to parapets for the mulketry, and 
wheie necelTary ftill lov er for the field-pieces, but time and 
means were wanting to irclofethcm either with a ditch or palli- 
hides. Seventeen hundred Sepoys were diftributed in the gardens- 
of the front row facing the feuth, but the greateftpart in Lawrence’s 
to the eaft, and a communication was prepaied between all thefe 
cnciuluies by openings in the walls of feparation. I'he remaining 
500 Sepoys were ftationed to defend the inlets to the upper end of 
t'lc lane, it the foot of tb^n-omit; feme in the two houfes there, 
others <.;i rJfC fteps, >tlicrs at th' gate, and others in different parts 
of t!vi rock itfeif. 1 .(3' black cavfd y had encamped along the north 
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fuTe of the mount, and were ordered to hold themfelves m readinels 
to adl as occafion fhould require. 

With the dawn of the next day, which was the pth, the enemy 
were difcerned approaching in two large bodies. The one con- 
lifting of 1200 Sepoys, and 500 black horfe, advanced from the 
Marmelong, or San Thome river, towards the eaft end of the village, 
but having no field-pieces, regulated their approach by that of the 
other body, which, having taken a circuit to the left, were per¬ 
ceived at two miles diftance on the plain to the fouth. This body 
confifted of 300, being the whole of the French European cavalry, 
and 600 European infantry : the cavalry was in the center in 
two ranks, the troopers on the right, the dragoons next, the hufliu's 
on the left. The infantry were equally divided on each fide of the 
cavalry, and both divifions had two field-pieces on each of their 
flanks, eight in all, of which two were twelve, two nine, and the 
other four, fix-pounders. The whole was commanded by a relation 
of Mr. Lally’s, of the fame name, and with the rank of Colonel. The 
black horfe with Calliaud formed on his fummons in front of the 
garden walls; they were crowded, according to their cuftom, ten or 
twelve ranks in depth. Abdulwahab prefented himfelf with fceming 
refolution at their head, and Calliaud, with the 10 troopers and Vaf- 
ferot, rode on their left. The French cavalry were advancing before 
their infantry; and it was the intc-ntion of Calliaud, that his own 
fhould wait until they came in a line with the flank fire of the ticld*- 
pieces at the fwamy houfe ; but when tl ey were within ioqo yards, 
where the ground begun to take an afcei t towards the garden walls, 
although fcarcely perceptible in a lefs ff ace, the whole body of the 
black cavalry with Calliaud fetofFicampering, fhouting, and flonrifhing 
their fabres.. The French cavalry came on to meet them at a round 
trot; but halting fuddenly, the ftrft rank difeharged their carbines, 
by which four or five hortes, and as many men, were brought to the 
grou'ol, on whlchthe whole, excepting Calliaud and the latroojvrs, 
went off at once, feme cfcapiug along the tide ot the mount to their 
right, but others turning, p'xfted ir. o the p.uii in their re.i ', v> Inca u d 
into the bead oftlxe lane at the ‘i ot of the ft’ pa, and pufJii.d acn : m 
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by the other outlet, to the plain on the -north of tlie mount. The 
French cavalry followed them until they themfelves came within, 
reach, of fhe,i^uk;fire of the field-pieces at the fwamy lipufe, Which 
falling'aniongfl: the troopers and 4ragoons on the. right, obliged them, 
to check and turn back ; butLlifc huflars on the, left, not feeling fo 
much of this annoyance, pulhed on, and purfued die fugitives through 
the opening into the upper end of the lane, where they immediately 
fell under the fire of the 50Q fepoys polled in the dif&rent flations. 
in that par t of the moiuit iand in the two houfes, which drove them 
with as much precipitation as thofe they were purfuing, through 
the outlet to the north, from whence they galloped rotmd tho 
movuit, and rejoined the cavalry from which they had feparated, 
in the plain to the fouth. Calliaud, with the troopers, retreated to 
the inclofurc next Lawrence’s garden, and his horfe, which had re¬ 
ceived a ball in the breaft, fell under him at the gate. As foon as 
the Huflars returned, the whole of the French line advanced again in 
the fame order as before, and halted at the diftance of 600 yards ; 
tlie divifion of iufuitry on the right, oppofite to the fwamy houfe; 
the otlier on •'he left, over againft the lafl; inclofureg at the foot ot 
the mount. From thefc fituations the infantry of both divifions fent 
forward their field-pieces 200 yards nearer, which began a brifk and 
indilcriminatc cannonade againft the garden walls, and the poll at the 
ftvamv houle, which was anfwerecl wit’n effca only by the two 
field-plcccs at this poft; for the fire of the fepoys, even here as well 
as in the gardens, ivas thn wn away, and ncverthclefs could not be 
i-eftralned!^ Mean w^oilc tho body of encniv’.s troops to tlieeaft halted 
behind a ridge, which ex ended at the diftance of 400 yards, op- 
pofite to Carvallio’fi garden, againft rvhich their fepoys kepMip a 
conftant and uf lei's fire of mulkt try, which neverthelcls was often 
anfwered from the four fieltl-picccs in the garden. 

Cidoncl Lally feeing no eftc£l from his field-pieces againft tlie 
garden-walls to the ibuth, and the danger of ftouiilng them, 
liflhn the adrawed poft at tiie fwamy houfe was carried, dc- 
taclKd at niii.; o’clock too Lu.'opeans from the divifion of infan¬ 
try- on the viaht, to attack it at tK- pufh of bayonet; but the fir.e 
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Wthe two field-pieces, and the mulkctry there, met them fo hotly, ^ 
that they broke within 30 yards of the poft, and retreated with pre- ^ 
clpltation to their divilion, which on this repulfc recurred again 
to their field-pieces. ■ Calliaud, neverthelefs, was couvmced that 
the port would be foon attacked again, and could not be main¬ 
tained throughout the day, and therefore drew off one of the field- 

pieces. At ten the enemy lent a ftronger detachment to make ano- 
tlier attack, who were beat off as the firft; and halt an hour alter, 
another attack was made by 200 of the divifio.n, who were likevvife 
repulled * but thele lucceffes had lb much elated the defenders, that 
all the fJpoys, with moft of the Europeans, accompanied by enfign 
Airey himfelf, rulhed out to purfue the detachment; wdio, as if 
by defign, retreated faff, and led them 300 yards into the plain; 
two troops of horfe, who had been patrolling in the rear of the in¬ 
fantry chanced at this moment to be juft behind the remaining Eu¬ 
ropeans of the divifion to the right; and feeing the advantage, let 
off at full ‘Tallop and fell fword in hand upon the puriuers, before 
they had time to form In proper order to refill the Ihock. All were 
in an inftant fcattered, and many were cut down before they reached 
the fwamy houfe ; when, although fafe, they did not think them- 
fclves fo but leaving the field-piece, ran out on the other lideto gam the 
gate of Lawrence’s garden, wLich ftood open before them ; but before 
they got tliere, the troopers galloping round the eaft lideof the poll, fell 
uptm them again, up to the very gate, where their career was checked 
bv a ftrong fire of the Sepoys, whom Mahomed Iffoof feeing, die 
dlfafter had ranged along the walls. The furprize, for leveral fell, 
deprived the cavalry llkewife of the recoVcaion to return, ^nd take 
llielter behind the cover at the fwamy houfe *, but they galloped a- 
crofs the angle of Lawrence’s towards the angle of Carvalho s gar- 
den. wheve Calliaud feeing them coming, met them unth the hre ot 
the 4 field-pieces in this port t but the gumters having httheeto only 
ufedball, forgot to change their charge for grape (hov whrch great¬ 
ly diminilhed the exeattion •, fof the 

of the angle, and continued gallof .ng o,mal«K<».«bn-to.th.calV u 
til out of reach, when they turned in tl^r Sepo)^ 
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hind the ridge. However fame of them fell; but all the lofs they 
had fufiered was much lels than the havoek they had made; for 
they had killed or cut down more than a hundred, but moftly 
Sepoys. 

The right divifion of the eneiiiy’s infantry with their field-pieces im¬ 
mediately took pofleffion of the defer ted poll; their left likewife advanc¬ 
ed fomething nearer the inclofures on their fide, and both began a hot 
cannonade againft the garden walls, which being flight, but of brick, 
were eafily perforated. The Sepoys within took flielter behind the 
houfes, ready to man the walls on a clofer attack; but ever and anon, 
one or other of thofe, obliged to move to and fro, was killed ; and 
thefe cafualties, although few, difpirited many, who took every oppor¬ 
tunity to quit their ftations, and fl:eal into tlie back enclofures, from 
whence they efcaped round the mount, and hafliened far from the 
field. Of the black cavalry not more than a hundred had returned 
•fmee the rout in the morning, and kept both the rows of enclofures 
between themfelves and the enemy’s fliot. At noon a party was 
difeerned advancing from the San Thome river, with a piece of 
cannon drawn by many oxen. It was a heavy iron eighteen-poun¬ 
der. The field-pieces at Carvalho’s fired upon them at random fhot, 
which frightened the cattle, and obliged the drivers feveral times to 
unyoke the reftive, and at laft to throw them all off, when the Laf- 
cars alone dragged the gun : but when arrived at the ridge, Avhere 
the Sepoys had taken poft, it could not be made ufe of behind it; 
and whilft they were draw mg it farther forward into the plain, fo- 
veral Ihot which took place amongft them interrupted their attempt. 
At length it was brought to a proper ftation, and at 2 o’clock began 
to fire at point blank; it was oppofed as before by the 4 three- 
pounders, which could not with the fame certainty reach fo»far, and 
feveral of the men ferving them were killed by thefhot, and wounded by 
fragments of the houfe. Mean while the enemy to the fouth, be- 
fides their cannonade, which continued hotter than in the forenoon, 
advanced at different intervals feveral parties, as well from the divi¬ 
fion on the left, as the fwamy houfe, with the appearairce of af- 
lault, but only to dra the unntc'^Taiy fire of the Sepoys which 
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always fucceeded ; and it became fortunate that fo many had quitted, 
for even the beft who remained could not be reftrained from firing 
on every motion, although in vain. But by 5 o’clock in the afternoon, 
the perfeverance of the enemy’s cannonade obliged them likewife 
to diminilh it, for fear of ruining their own guns, and at funfet it 
ceafed totally, apd they were feen yoking, and foon after drew off 
all their artillery, moving to the eaftward: the eighteen-pounder 
ceafed and drew off at the fame time. The fight wae.more joyful 
than they fufpefted to the troops in the village, for Calliaud had juft 
before received information, that the mulket ammunition was ex¬ 
pended to fix cartridges a man, and only three balls, befides the grape- 
fliot, left-for each of the field-pieces; fo that no retreat could have been 
made, if prefled by the enemy in the open plain. Spies followed them 
until they had crofled the river of San Thome, and began to take up 
their quarters in the village of Marmelong ; and immediately on the 
return of the fpies at eight at night, Calliaud marched away with all 
that I'emained of his force, in filence, for fear of the enemy s cavali}, 
and left fires’ to deceive them. Before the morning, they arrived at 
Vendaloor. The fugitive cavalry of the morning had i vm away with 
fomuch hurry, that they readied Chinglapctt befiire noon. I'o njoin. 
them, as well as to get a fupply of ammunition, Calliaud continued 
his march the next day, and arrived there In the evening, where all 
the Sepoys, who had not inti rely deferted, were Hkev^■ill^ uflembkd.' 
Of the Europeans, feven were killed dead, and 13 wounded. It was not 
fo eafy to afeertain the lofs fuftained by the Sepoys; but by tlic repot ts‘ 
of thofe who.held out through the atftlon, it was computed tlimt fitty 
were killed on the fpot, and about 150 wetj brouglit aw'ay wounded. 
The lofs of the enemy was not known, but fuppofed to be 50 Eu¬ 
ropeans, and moft in proportion of the cavflhy* The firing ot the 
atftion was heard in the fort, and fcveral parties at difterent times of 
the day were feen going towards the mount, and not a few palawk'us 
aild doolies leturning from it with the w'oundcd, 

Notwithftanding the draughts which had been made tor ihi.? at¬ 
tack, the enemy’s fire on the fort continued wdth more ir v tlian 
might have been expected, altln^’i_jli not lo l>'ci|ucnt as the du y i c- 
VoL. II. M n, m h'-- > 
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fore, but both their (hot and (hells were direiled againd the build¬ 
ings. The Shaftelbury was not ready to weigh and bear down upon 
the Bridol, at anchor in the road of St. Thome, before the night 
clofed, and in this.intei'val the Bridol employed all the boats which 
could be adembled in unloading her dores, and fof more difpatch ' 
put a part of them on board of the (loop which was in the road 
when (he arrived, and into the other from the black town, which had 
palled and anchored near her; neverthelefs (he had not difeharged 
half her cargo before night, and for fear of the Shaftelbury fet (ail, 
and was out of reach before morning. It being fuppoled that the 
fervice at the mount had drained the enemy’s pods to the fouthward 
of the fort, two companies of Sepoys were dctacli.cd in the afternoon, 
'v\ho proceeded as far as the governor’s garden, from whence they 
bnAight off (bme ammunition, and in their return fet fire to the ga¬ 
bions of the battery near the bar, meeting no oppofition. The ene¬ 
my’s mortars continued fparingly through the night, bur as in the 
day agnind the houfes. Not a man or a gun was hurt in the fort 
during thefe 24 hours ; but the numbers of the garrii'on were by this 
time lb much impaired by cafualtles and ficknels, that the grenadier 
company, wliich had hitlierto been kept in relerve, were obliged to 
furnilh a proportion to the guards of the different pods. 

The next day, which was the 10th, the enemy fired with four 
guns and one mortar from I^ally’s, three guns from the burying- 
ground, t\so from the l^orialn battery, and with two mortars at 
the (t( Olid crocliot: the guns at Tally’s fired fmartly, but mod of 
t:!i. (hot from hence, well as the (hells from all the three mor¬ 
tars, were, as the day bffore, diroiled againd the buildings, which 
xvei e much rent and (hattered. The mortars continued through the 
night, during which the garrifon began another embrafure in the 
fafeine battery on the beach, within the flow of the furf; it was in- 
f e nded to (weep the drand, along which the enemy might approach 
under cover of the bank of fand which forms the beach and dops tfie 
f a titat has thrown it up. The gallery or mine at the fiilicnt angle 
was this day complcated : it had been pulhed 90 feet from the coun- 
Scr-licarp of the diteb^ which bro ’ght it under the enemy’s breach- 
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ing battery, when a fliort return was made on each hand from the 
end, and in a chamber at the end of each return was laid a box, 
containing 200 pounds of pow’der, to which the faucilTons \vere 
fixed. The gallery before the blind was fufficiently advanced to¬ 
wards the fea-fide to crofs any approach under ground to the blind, 
and another branch was opened from this gallery ten tcet on the 
outfide of the eaft face of the covered way, parallel to which it was 
intended to prolong the branch to the north, in order to difcover 
and meet the enerny if working under ground in this part. In the 
morning the Cuddalore floop belonging to the Company returned 
into the road, which fhe had left ten days before, having employed this 
time in regaining the diftance flae had failed in one ; orders were im¬ 
mediately fent off to her by a catamaran ; in confcquence of which 
Ihe bore down into the road of St. Thome, and attacked the two 
finall veflels lying there, which had not yet landed all the ftores 
they had received from the Briflol. The velfels, after receiving a 
few Ihot, weighed and ran clofe to the furf, within joo yards of the 
Ihore; the Cuddalore followed-them as • near as fhe could, when a 
party of mufketry, with two field-pieces, came to the firand, and 
began to fire on her; by which the crew, who were all Lafcars, 
were fb much frightened, that they could hardly be prevailed on to 
Hand the decic : the mafter, therefom, bore away, and in the even¬ 
ing anchored again before the fort. The fire of the day and night 
wounded two Europeans and one Sepoy, and difabled a 24 ponnder 
on the demi baftion. 

On the I ith the enemy’s fire continued from the fame cannon 
and mortars as the day before, but more Iwifkly. The Cuddalore 
floop bore down again in the morning upon the two veflels in the 
road of St. Thome, and was again beat off by the fame fire from the 
fhore. The outv'ard embrafure of the fafcine battery in the furf 
was compleated, and pallifadoes flaked in front of it : a range of 
trees were laid before the pallifadoes, and others along the flioulder 
pf the battery in the furf itfelf. The cafualties in the day and night 
were two Europeans and one Sepoy killed, and four Europeans and 
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one Sepoy wounded; a twenty-four pounder was difabled on the 
royal baftion. 

The fame fire continued on the 12th, but with more effedt, dlfabling 
fix gtins. Before this time all tlie original parapet of the n. e. baftion 
had been battered away; and fo much of the body of the baftion itfelf 
crumbled, that the outfide of the gabions and fand-bags, which had 
been fubftituted on the rampart, did not extend beyond the ground 
which had been the line of the infide of the original parapet; and in 
the afternoon of this day a fhot from a twenty-four pounder on 
Tally’s battery came quite through the gabions, and wounded a cen- 
• tincl in the baftion; four other Europeans and one Sepoy were 
wounded, and two Europeans were killed, during thefe 24 hours. 

At three in the morning of the 13th, a party from the enemy’s 
trenches, confifting of 50 coffrees, advanced along the fea-fide from 
the ftockade, of which they were in pofleftion, intending to ftorm and 
nail up the guns in the fafeine battery. They were led by a ferjeant 
chofen for his bravery, with tl>e promife of a commiflion if the at¬ 
tempt, fucceeded. The party was difeovered when within 30 yards 
of the work, on which thdy halted, probably to form for tlie pufti, 
and in this fhort interval received two rounds of grapc-»fhot from the 
•embrafure next the breach, the execution of which threw them into 
,fuch coiifufion, that they all ran back to the trenches, leaving feven 
dead, and the ferjeant desperately wounded. Upon this alarm, the 
drums beat to arms, and all the garrifbn and inhabitants repair^^ to 
their.fevcral pofts : and a fmart fire was kept up from the defences, 
and returned by tiie enemy from the trendies, for fomc time after 
the party was repulfed. 'The ferjeant crawled into the covered way, 
where he was taken up, told what he knew of the enemy’s inten¬ 
tions, and died before day-break. This day the enemy ceafed firing 
from the three guns in the JLorrain battery, by v’hich the number 
of their cannon was reduced to feven pieces; but the five in Tally’s 
fired very brlfkly; their three mortars continued as before through 
the day, but very fparingly during the nighty which gave fufpicioo 
that they were bufy at work U' their trenchel; and before day-light 
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Thome; and on their appearance 15 failors which had been taken 
■out of the Shaftlbury to ferve in the garrifon, with 30 more Eu- 
.ropeans, were fent on board with orders to Captain Inglifs to bear 
down, and attack thefe veflels. The decks of the Sliaftfbury being 
Jumbered w’ith goods, fhe did not get under fail until 11 o’clock at 
night, and was too foon difeovered by the two veffels, which immedi¬ 
ately got under way, and before day-break were too far to the fouth- 
w^ard.to be purfued. In thele 24 hours two Europeans were killed, and 
5 wounded, but none of the Sepoys were hurt. A twenty-four pounder, 
•on the demi balfion was fplit in the muzzle by one of the enemy’s 
fliot. For feveral days a number of labourers, guarded by a party of 
foldiers, with an officer, had been difeerned from the lleeple de- 
molifhing the governor’s garden-houfe, and in tlie afternoon of this 
'day they fet fire to the village of Chlpauk w'hich flood at the back 
-of the garden, between the bar of the river and the village of Trip- 
licane. 

The next day, which was the r5th, the enemy’s fire was very 
brifk in the morning, from fix guns in Lally’s, four at the burying- 
ground, and two in the Lorraiii battery; but it decreafed in the 
afternoon, and at 5 o’clock they only hred from three in Lally’s, 
and two at the burying-grouud, and from neither of the tw’o in the 
Ix)rrain battery: the fire of their mortars likewdfe flackened. Several 
camels and many coolies were feen paffing from St. Thomd acrofs 
Egmore plain to the Black town, loaded, it was fuppofed, with am- 
muntion ; but a much greater luimbcr of coolies with all kinds of 
burthens paffed from thence to the fouthward, w hich ccmi firmed the 
intclligcucc of a fpy, that the enemy were fending away their fuper- 
fluous flores and the remains of their booty to Pondiclierry, and gave 
credit to the information of the deceafed ferjeant, that they had de¬ 
termined to raife the fiege. Tluy fired very few (hells, and con¬ 
tinued very quiet in their trenches during tiie night; but die garrifon 
ftifpedlng tliat they might be carrying on their gabions by the fea- 
fidc, kept up a fmart fire from the fafeine battery upon the liead of 
their lap until 2 o’clock in th • morning, w'hen the moon gave fuf- 
ficient light to difeover that tliey were doing nothing there; on 
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which the firing ceafecl. At the fame time, the enemy’s guard in 
their battery on the creft of the glacis, which for fbme days liad 
only been ufed as a lodgement for miilketry, perceived and fired upon 
a party of Sepoys who were leveling the rubbifh at the foot of the 
demi baftiou, which had-been beat down by the cannonade of the 
day. One of the Sepoys was killed, on which the reft ran away, 
and no other of thefe troops could be prevailed upon to continue the 
work, which w'as however compleated by a party of Europeans. A 
fix-pounder in the fafcine battery was difabled by one of the enemy’s 
fliot. The cafualties in the 24 hours, were one CofFree and one 
Sepoy killed, and one of each, with two Europeans, wounded, and 
lieutenant Hopkins loft his right arm by a cannon fhot. Two 
letters were received this day from Major Calliaud, dated the 11th 
and 13th, advifing his intention to make a forced march fromChing- 
lapett, with the troops under his command, in liopcs of furprizing 
the fort of Sadrafs, of which the French continued in poflcfli(Mi ; 
and requefting that money and ammunition might be fen t to him 
there, in confequence of which the Cuddalore floop was immediately 
difpatched with 300 three-pound fliot, and 20,000 pagodas in money. 
This fum compleated 70,000, wdiich had been fent out of the fort, 
lince invefted, for the fupply of the army abroad. Much more re¬ 
mained in the company’s treafury, which was indebted for this 
affluence to the remittances from their acquifitions in Bengal; but, 
had this fource failed, the wealth of individuals colledled witlyn the 
fort would have been much more than fufficient to have anfwcred 
all the expences incurred for its defence. Very different were the 
faculties and finances of the enemy. The treafury of the govern¬ 
ment at Pondicherry was exhaufted, and indivitluals from their dif- 
truft and deteftation of Mr. Lally would lend none to forward the 
public caufe, although their own ; and from violence and mif- 
management, the countries which had been reduced, and w^ere the 
whole extent between Devi Gotali, Arcot, and Madrafs, had fnmilhed 
neither Tcvcnues or other means adequate to the wants and con- 
fumption of the enemy’s army employed in th«; fiegc, wli«=e the 
pay of the common foldiers was at this time fix weeks ki arrear, and 
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their other neceffities equally ill fupplied; who neverthelefs, not- 
withftanding the difcontented dilcouries of their officers, ftill more 
diffionourable becaufe they had all got plunder, perlevered in their 
duty \vith unremitting fpirit and alacrity, and Mr. Lally feems to 
have refpe£led their merit. But the Sepoys had neither the fame 
principles, nor received the fame encouragement, for he had always 
treated them, as all the natives in general, with the utmoft contempt 
and feveritv, which they now revenged, juft as their flender fervices 
became inoft Important, by threatening to leave the army, if they 
were not immediately paid ; and fpreading their example by their 
correfpondence, 500, who had been pofted with a few "uropeans in 
the fort of Tripaftbre, forced the gates, and marching out with their 
arms plundered the country, in order, as they faid, to colled their 
arrears. The news was brought to the black town a few hours after 
the event, on the 15th, and created much anxiety, becaufe all the 
provifioas which the army received, came by Tripaftbre, and might 
be eafily diverted by thefc malecontcnts. Few refiained from de¬ 
claring tliat the fiege ought to be immediately railed ; but Mr. Fally, 
to maintain the lead of his own opinion, gave out that he would 
never quit the enterprize, until he had tried the luccefs of a general 
aftault, and talked as if the hour was not far diftant. 

The next morning, w'hich was the 16th, the enemy’s cannon, 
although not increafed in number, fired with more vivacity than for 
many days before. At 3 in the afternoon intelligence was brought 
by a catamaran from Paliacat, that a floop, which had juft anchoied 
there, had fpokeon tne 9th of the month in the lat.of 14®, with the 
ftiips from Bombay, from which the Shaftfbury had feparated; and 
that they had been fecn on the 12th oft' Durafapatam, 100 miles to 
the north of Madrafs. At 5 oMock in the afternoon, the fix fhips 
were deferyed in the N. E. ftanding towards the road ; nevertlielefs 
the enemy’s fire continued with uncommon vivacity until funfet; 
and it being concluded, that, if they had ever intend- ci to make a 
general afliiult, It would be attempted this night, before the rein- 
forcajments could be landetl, every foldier and inhabitant in the gar- 
riibn capable of ftanding to his arms repaired to their refpedlive pofts, 

and 
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~^d as foot! as it was dark a hot fire of mufketrv from the north 
face of the defences was kept up on the enemy’s works, which • 
they returned with equal alacrity. At ten at night the fhips, di- 
redled by lights held out in the fort, anchored in the road. The 
firing on fliore ftill continued, and at 2 in the morning that from 
the enemy, in their lodgement, on the crefi: of the glacis, and in 
their ports and lap oppolite to the n. e. baftion and falcinc battery, 
although very ftrong before, grew ftronger than ever, but their fliot 
flew too hioh : if began to flacken foon after, when the blaze of fires 
were perceived' in .their trenches : at 3 all their annoyances ceafed 
intirely, after which no motions of men were any longer dirtin- 
guilhed ; but feveral large piles of wood in the rear of Tally’s battery 
were feen in flames. The cafualtics fince the preceding morning to 
this time, were three Europeans and. one Sepoy wounded, and one 
Sepoy killed. 

At day-break the whole army were difeovered in full march from, 
the weft fide of the black town towards the Choultry Plain, and the 
greatertr part had already crofled the northern river.. They had pre- 
vioully undermined the redoubt and powder-mill at Egmore ; and. 
at 9 o’clock a party left for the purpole made the cxplolion, which, 
intirely ruined both y thefe works had coft the Company 30,000 
pouiids, and could not be reftored in a twelvemonth. The enemy 
were then perceived marching on to the mount. The hurry of their 
retreat faved the black town from the refolution which Mr. Tally 
had taken of reducing it to allies, if compelled to ralfe the fiege. 
By noon the troops in the rtilps were all landed: they were,' in¬ 
cluding officers, 600 men. 

Joy and curiofity carried out every one to view and contemplate 
the works from which they had received fo much molertation, for 
theenemy’s fire had continued 42 days. Thirty-three pieces of cannon,, 
18 or 24 pounders, were found in their ports and. works, of which 
26 were difabied; but feven were in their carriages, and both in good 
condition. Some fpare carriages wece likewife left, and many 
cannot Ihot, but no mortars, although feveral beds; and many mili¬ 
tary ftores, with quantities of powder in calks and flannel hags, 
VolII. Nnn. were 
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were found carelefsly fcattered in the trenches.. They evacuated 
San Thome, and wliatever guards between this place and the fort 
were withdrawn at the fame time that the army left the black town. 
The garrifon, as foon as certified of their departure, fent out parties 
to the, fouthward and to Egmore, who collefted 19 guns more, 
moftly iron three pounders: fo that the whole number which the 
enemy loft and left behind were ^2 pieces of cannon. One huii” 
dred and fifty barrels of good powder, and as many calks of damaged 
ammunition, were found in San Thome. But the ftrongeft proof 
of the huriy and confufion with which they raifed thefiege, W'as the 
neglea of their fick and wounded, leaving 44 Europeans, (all who 
had not been fent away before) in their hofpital in the black town, 
with a letter from Mr. Lally, recommending them to the care of 
the Englilh governor: they were received and treated with the 
lame attentions, as if they had belonged to the garrifon, and moft of 
them afterwards recovered. 

The fort fired during the fiege 26,554 rounds from their cannon, 
7,502 Ihells from their mortars, and threw 199° hand-grenades: 
the mulketry. expended 200,000 cartridges. In thefe fervices were 
ufed 1768 barrels of gun-powder. Thirty pieces of cannon and 
5 mortars had been dilmounted on the vrorks. There remained in 
the fort, artillery fufficient for another fiege, with 30,767 cannon¬ 
balls, but only 481 Ihells, and 668 barrels of gun-powder. As 
many of the enemy’s cannon-balls were gathered in their works, 
or about the defences of the fort, or found in wells and tanks in 
the black towm, as the garrifon had expended. The enemy con- 
fumed all the Ihells of the two firft rates in the ftores of Pondi¬ 
cherry, and threw of all forts 8000, of which by far the greateft 
number were dire<fted againft the buildings, all of which lay to¬ 
gether in half the area within the \Valls, in the cld towm to the 
eaftw^ard ; and fcarce a houfe remained that was not opened to the 
heavens. 

Of the European officers, one major, Polier, two captains, fix 
lieutenants, and four enfigns, w'ere killed : one captain and one lieu¬ 
tenant died of ficknefs; 14 other officers were wounded, of whom 
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dangeroufly; and four were taken prifoners : in all 33. Of 
rank and file in the battalions of Europeans, and of the men be¬ 
longing to the artillery, 198 were killed, 52 died in the hofpital, 20 
deferted, 122 were taken prifoners, and 167 were wounded; in all 
579 ;'but many of the wounded recovered. Of the lafcars, who 
were riatives aflifting in the artillery, nine were killed, and 15 
wounded. Of the Sepoys, including officers, 105 were killed, 217 
wounded, and 440 deferted. The lofs in Europeans was more than 
reinftated by the troops-brought in the ffiips. 

The governor Mr. Pigot, as foon as the enemy difappcared, re- 
linquiffied the fpecial authority which had been veiled in himfelf, 
to the ufual adminiftration of the council, of which he was prefident ; 
and received their thanks for the good effefls of his relblution and 
aiflivity during the fiege: he had vilited the works eveiy day, en¬ 
couraging the garrifon by his prefence, and rewarding thofe ex- 
pofed to leverer fervices, with money. Provifions of all kinds in 
abundance, and of the bell condition, had been laid up, and as well 
as all the military llores, were dillributed from the different ma¬ 
gazines, under the direftion of the members of the council, affilled 
by the inferior fervants of the company, w'hofe habits of bufinefs 
ellabliffied and continually preferved thefe details free of all let and 
confufion. 

The Prefidency, as foon as re-ellabliffied in its ufual forms, ac¬ 
knowledged their fenfe of the zeal and conllancy with which the 
garrifon had fuftained every danger and fatigue; and no men ever 
better defervcd this telllmony, for fcarce a murmur had been ut¬ 
tered : all was emulation : All however acknowledged that the 
enemyy in proportion to their numbers compared with the ftrcngth 
of the garrifon and w^orks, had pufhed the attack wdth unremitting 
perfeverance and endeavour, and the enemy equally refpedfcd the 
icience and fleadinefs of the defence. Indeed nioft of the principal 
officers of the Company’s troops had been inured to fervice under their 
general Colonel La\yrence, whom they ftill regarded as their pre¬ 
ceptor in the* fiege ; tliey were. Major Polier; the Captains Palcall, 
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Charles Campbell, Beaver, Richard Smith, Gurtler, de Beck, 
Frclfhman, Vaflerot, Black, Hume, Donald Campbell, Gi-eig-. 
Every repair and additional work was executed with regularity 
and difpatch under the direction of Mr. Cal] the chief engineer, • 
although this was the firft fiege, whether ofFenfive or defenhve, in 
which he had ferved. Captain Hiflop, who arrived with a company 
of the King’s artillery-men, at the fame time as Adlercroll’s regi¬ 
ment, was the fenior officer in this branch ; he had ferved in Bergeu- 
op-zoom. The Company’s artillery, which furnilhed all the cannon 
and ammunition, was commanded by Captain Robert Barker : even 
the enemy acknowledged that '.lie promptitude and execution of the 
fire from the fort was fuperior to their own : whatfoever guns or 
mortars were difabled on tlie defences, were immediately replaced 
by others prepared in flore : Colonel Draper apd Major Brereton 
were of the King’s troops : fo that no town was ever attacked, which 
had in proportion to the garrifon fuch a number of excellent and ex¬ 
perienced officers. ’^I'he exertions of Major Calliaud and Captain 
Prefton were equal in die field. Thus every officer of difHnddon on 
the eftablifhraent of Coromandel was employed in the defence of 
Madrafs, excepting Captain jofeph Smith, to whom was committed 
the prefervation of the next important objeft, Tritchinopoly, in 
\\ hich the French prifoiiers out-numbered five to one the invalid 
Europeans of his garrifon. 

In the evening, after the enemy retreated, came in Vaflerot and 
the ten troopers with intelligence from Calliaud. This officer 
marched from Chii.glapett on the 13th, but mifled by the guides 
did not arrive at Sadrafs, as he intended the next night, but the 
morning after; when the Dutch rtlidents, although remaining in the 
town only on fufferance from the Frencli, who were in pofleflion of 
their fort, protefled agaiiifl: his entiance with hoflile apjiearance 
on the territory belonging to the Dutch company. At the fame 
time a party of French troops, wliich were halting there in their 
way from Pondicherry to join Mr, Daily, went into the fort, and 
this reinforcement rendered the attempt imprafticable excepting by 
a regular attack, to which the artillery with Calliaud was no*' 
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adequate. He neveithelefs remained to inveft the fort, and fbon 
after Intercepted a letter from Mr. to Mr. Deleyrlt, dated the 

14th, written in the bittereft terms of reproach and refentment, 
jrp.^uting the failui'e of liis attempt agaihft Madrafs, which he then 
faw inevitable, to the iniquities and treachery of the government of 
Pondicherry, denouncing, that if this place fhould efcape the ven¬ 
geance it merited of fire from heaven, nothing could preserve it long 
from deftruftion by the fire of the Englilh. 

The lofs of men fuftained by the French army is no where ac¬ 
quired ; they were 2700 firelocks when they advanced from Conje- 
veram ; and Mr. Lally, in the intercepted letter, fays, that he had 
fill 2000 Europea'is ; the Sepoys with him were not more than 
1000, for leveral detachments were abroad. The lofs of the cannon 
and ammunition wliich had been left or thrown away, he imputed 
to the want of ferviceable bullocks, and this deficiency to the ra¬ 
pacity of the contraftors leagued with the council of Pondicherry. 

' His army marched away in rags, and wfithout provifions, but, having 
gun-po\Wer and horle, exacted them, and continued their rout to 
Arcot. Advices of their retreat had been lent off to Calliaud as 
foon as they difappeared, who immediately on the information 
detached Mahomed Iflbof with 1200 Sepoys from Sadrafs, to re¬ 
inforce Chinglapett, left the French army fhould inveft this place; ■ 
the Sepoys by a forced march arrived befqr^^ the enemy could have 
intercepted them, if fuch had been their ;intentlon : the next day 
Major Calliaud, with the remaining fix conqtiihies of Sepoys, and all 
the cavalry, Abduhvahab at the head of his own, came into Madrafs. 
Thus ended this fiege, without doubt the moft ftrenuous and regular 
that had ever been carried on in India ; and we have detailed it, in 
hopes that it may remain an example and incitement. 
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N ot only tlie Carnatic and its dependencies, nut all the adja¬ 
cent powers, had fixed, their attention, witli various hope and 
anxiety, on the fiege of Madrafs, as an event, which fooncr or later 
muft greatly affed their refpeaive views and anterefts. It wa. be- 
lieved^and juftly, that much and extenfive reputation would be ac¬ 
quired by tL defence ; but as this advantage would foon be loft if 
the adkcent territory were not recovered and proteaed, it \yas re- 
iolved to take the field without delay. With the temforcement 
brought in the il.ips, there were in the town when the liege 
raifed, of all ranks, 1900 eflimated Europeans, tnclud.ng 90 Topafa 
and 60 ColFrees, inferted in the different companies ; of this number 
t coo rank and file were fit for immediate duty; and this force was 
fufficient to face the French army. Neverthelefs. the v.gour o the 
determination exceeded the means ; many carriages for the attitl.,ry 
and ftores were to be prepared, and the artificers b'ang moftly natives 
were few, and had much other work to do 1 draught and cairiage 
biillocks were to be provided, and the ravages of the “'“y “ 
none in the country ; provifions n 

however, continued. Chinglapett being 

trooos with Mahomed Ifoof, the horfe with Abdulwahab, and thole 

lent wl Calliand by Tondiman and Tanjote encamped on 

Troians fche gattifo.i; but the whole were not ready to move 
:;^^^li 7 ?tlfof Match, and in this interval arrived two mote ™im 
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panics of Draper’s regiment, which the flilps they came in from 
England had carried to Bengal in the latter fcafon of the lafl year, 
and they were now returned to the coaif. The whole force which 
now took the field were 11 56 Europeans, rank and file, including, 
the artillery men, with 10 field-pieces, of which two were 12 
pounders, 1570 Sepoys, 1120 Collcries, and 1956 horfo. On 
news of their approach, Mr. Lally moved back from Arcot with the 
main body of his troops, and took port at Conjeveram, where the 
advantages of the fituation left them nothing to fear from an inferior 
force ; and, his health being much impaired, he went away to Pon ^ 
dicherry on the 6th, leaving the command to Mr. Soupire, with 
orders not to rilque a general battle ; but to wait the attack. The- 
defers of equipments hill retarded tlie progrefs of the Englifh army, 
and it was the 18th before they arrived at Paupa Bramlny’s Choultry, 
within feven miles of Conjeveram. On the lall: march, Mahomed 
Jflbof, with fome-horfe, advancing before the line, met fome of the 
enemy’s European cavalry, who, though much inferior in number, 
flood a fkirmifh with the foremofl of his; and were driven back, 
with the lofs of an officer and two horfes killed. On the 3d, Cap¬ 
tain Prefloii at Chinglapett, hearing there w^as but a flight force in 
the fort of Carangoly, bad detached Lieutenant Airy, with feven 
companies of Sepoys, to furprize it; but they took a panic under 
the walls, not to be recovered by the bravery of their- officer; 
which' encouraged the gurrifon to fally, who killed 25 of them in 
tlieir flight. 

Whilfl: the army was before Conjeveram, letters were received from- 
Colonel Forde, who was let do-wm before Mafulipatam, defpairing of 
fuccefs, unlefs he were reinforced with men and fupplied with money. 
By this time, it was found that all the refources of the prcfidency were 
inadequate to the expence of keeping the army in the field, and no pro¬ 
bability appeared of gaining a dccifive advantage over the enemy. The 
Prciideucy therefore inclined to bring the troop. into canton-ments, and 
to feiid 200* men to Colonel Fbrde. Colonel J '“ore, although 

,0 

convinced of the imprudence of attacking the enc-m^' in the nouv, 
they occupied at Conjeveram, was equally perfuaded of the evil con- 
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fi^encesof retreating liefore them, and came toMadrafton the 
^th to diffnade the Council, either from dTimniflung their loici, 
m fri’nn withdrawing it into garrifon ; and I'"; 
He then declared the inability, to which the impaiie 1 fta 
health had reduced him, of continuing ... the conumnd > ’ 

and received the higheft regrets and encomiums ot h.s em nentler 
vices, crowned by exertions much beyond Ins age, ii. the rlctencc M 
Madrafs Tlie command tlien devolved to I .leutenant-Coloncl Di ap-r, 

who was likewife too ill to accept it, and foon atter e.nbarked tor 

WHO \va:> . ,1 . Tv/r.* .. f-l-ip npvt* officer 111 thc 
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E Ind- on which it fell to Major Brsreton, the next officer ,n th, 

kini’s regiment, and Major Calliaud liicceeded Co'ouel Lawience in 
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the dimna command of the Comi^ny s troops. ^ 

■ Nazeibullah, the Nabob’s brother, had accompanied the Fieach 
ariw o Sl, and remained fome days with them in the black- 
own - when his own aftVirs, his doubts of tl.e luccefs of the fieg , 
and the reprefentations and example of his brothei, V’ 

who was foining the Englilh troops in the Held, induced him 
to return K Netore, which Mr. Lally having derived no adva.iMge 
from his prefence or endeavours permitted without relna.intc. 
Still however, holding fait to thc French, he retarned .a tew ot 
Li^ Europeans, and aoo of their Sepoys; but as loon as he he,ml 
ra the fiege was raiW, he refolved to declare nttirely for vhe 
Wliffi, and blackened his veal, by putting to death all the French 
Fufooeans excepting their officer. Saint Denys. It is not known 
whether they Sepoys lard down.therr 

wnw anri were quLly turned out of the fort. Wrth the achuccs 
of this deed, he profered to pay 30,000 pagodas a year, it thc 1 rc 
fiLney would cLfirm him in the government ot Nelorc, .md 1 s 
“ftS ; and, as no revenue, excepting “ r;.:;; 

beexpeaedfrom that pai tot the country, unti le g 

gained thc ffiperiority, his terms 

French officer Vo Mad .afs. Ahdulwaliab continued tv 1 he ™> 

and his i-e..;ces were rewarded by a rionfirm.ation “‘jl f 

Cha...'.e.gne,ryand Chitore. The three greater Polvgars m ffi. 
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northward, Bangar-yatchum, Bomrauze, and Damerlah Venkytap- 
pah, wrote letters of congratulation, althougn they had given no 
affiftance during the fiege: they were ordered to guard their own 
hills, and alTift Chandergherry and Chittore, if attacked. The mi¬ 
nor Polygars nearer Madrafs were frightened, in expectation of pu- 
nilhment for the robberies they had committed in the Englilh 
diftrias during the diftrefles of the fiege; but their delinquency 
was overlooked, and they were told to affift the forts of Pon- 
damelee and Tripalfore, into which garrifons of Sepoys had been 
fent, as foon as they were abandoned by the enemy in their retreat 



to Arcot. 

Even the cautious Mortizally of Velore congratulated the Prefi- 
dency on the repulfc of the fiege. The body of Morattoes, with Go- 
paul Row, who had in the preceding year warred and gained the 
half of Cudapah, and to whom proffers had been made for their af- 
fiRance, remained at the paffes of Damalche'-ry, waiting the event: 
and as foon as the French retreated, Gopaul Row claimed 12 lacks 
of rupees, alledging that he had negleaed other concerns of greater 
confcquence, it^ expeaation of the ultimate fummons of the prefi- 
dency, and that the dread of his troops had obliged the French to 
raife the fiege. It was known that he had equally been offering his 
afliftance to the French, and the prefidency recommended to him, to 
cut their army to pieces before they reached Pondicherry, and then he 
fhould have the money. He replied, in feveral letters, fraught with 
infiuuations of the mifchief he intended to bring on the Englifh, as 
well at Bombay, as in the Carnatic ; and fent 500 of his Morat¬ 
toes to join the French army ; but Mr. Deleyrit, the governor of 
Pondicherry, advifcd Mr. Lally not to entertain them, bccaule they 
would not fail to plunder with greater detriment in the french dil- 
triffs, as more cxtenfive, than in thole which the Eilghfh had reco¬ 
vered. Tliey were difmifled with compliments and a fm''ll prefent, 
on which Gojiaul Row to compenfate and re'cnge'he di(appoint¬ 
ment, lent a detachment round the hills, which cock pv/flelfion of 
the town and pagoda of Tripetty, intending to collert 
of the approacliing feaR in April, which the French gQvernmdit 
» ' expected 
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i^cdlecl to receive. Tiiis detachment in their v/ay rummoned the 
three northern Polygars as friends to the Englifl^, to pay their fliarcs 
of the choxit, or tribute, which Gopaul Row had demanded, and 

had not time to exad in the preceding year. _ 

The king of Tanjore fired guns, and congratulated on the fortune 
and prqweE of Madrafs ; and, the Prefidency encouraged by his pro- 
feffions, 'propofed to him to affift them in a plan to furpnfe the fort of 
Karical, when the fquadron fliould arrive on the coaft: to which be 
anfwcred, that the Lift hoftilities of the French had ruined his coun¬ 
try, and that the crop at prefent on the ground would hkewile be de- 
ftroyed if difturbances were renewed ; but that, as the Enghlli had 
beat off the French army from IMadrafs, they fnould immediately 
drive them out of Pondicherry, w'hen Karical would fall of courfe, 
I-Ie was then requefted to let beeves be purchafed in his country as pro- 
viiions for the fquadron ; which the ftriftnefs of his religion regarded 
as an abomination, nor would he fuffer the interpreter to go on iij 
reading the letter, written to him on this fubjea. _ 

The Nabob, ever fince his arrival at Tritchinopoly, had continued 
fick. His dlJbrder was a jaundice, produced by excefs of vexation at 
the late humiliations of his fortune : therepulfe of the French attack 
on Madrafs conduced not a little to the recovery of his health; but 
his mind retained much follicitude for every future contingency. 
Flowever, the vigilance of Captain^ Jofeph Smith had prelerved 
the diftria? dependant on the city in peace and cultivation, and 
their revenues were more than fufficient to defray the ncceliary 
expellees of the garrifon, as well as of the Nabob’s family. The 
great number of French prifoners in the city, who wer^ 500, 
wliilft the European force in the garrifon did not exceed 70 men, 
had been an ohjeft of conftant anxiety, and plots conti¬ 

nually difeovered of their intentions to break out or their dun- 

geohs: which obliged Captain Smith to contirc them with the ut- 

moft feverlty.' The Rheddi of Terriore, whom he had dnven out 
ofthat tow*^ an, diffad in the month of July of the preceding year, 
vvenr-av-^ wich thofe who elcaped with liim, to the borders or i h^ 
Myfore country, where he was, at difterent times, joined In lu 
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were difaffeded to the other Rheddi, who had been reflored in hig 
Read. They fometimes made plundering excurfions into the coun¬ 
try between Terriore and Utatore; but attempted nothing of confe- 
quence. However, their numbers encreafed; and they kept up a 
correfpondence with feveral of the principal men who continued 
to refide xvith the-'Rheddi in Terriore. When Mahomed Iflbof 
marched away in November to the relief of Madrafs, the garrifon of 
Tritchinopoly could not Ipare the number of Sepoys irecelhuy to 
compleat his command, and three of the five companies which had 
been left in Terpore, were recalled to make up the deficiency. As 
fbon as they were gone, the expelled Rheddi, with his troops, who 
were waiting to retake the place, arrived before they were difcovered 
at the barrier of the wood, where fome of the remaining Sepoys were 
Rationed; but the reR of the guard had been feduced, and in- 
Read of afliRing the Sepoys, turned their arms upon them, and 
delivered up the barrier to the enemy, who marched on, and 
advanced to the town without interruption, fending fo much 
teiTor before thpm, that the Rheddi within, with his troops, and 
the inhabitants, that adhered to him, rah away into the wood 
and hills, leaving the EngliRi ferjeant with the Sepoys, to defend 
themfelves as they could. The ferjeant took pofleflion of the palace,, 
which was an extenfive building ; but the enemy furrounded it in 
the houfes on all fides, that not a man could apppear who was not 
expofed to their fire, which obliged the ferjeant to capitulate, and he 
eafily obtained permiflion to march away toTritchinopoly, with their 
arms, and whatever elfe they chofe to carry. Captain Jofeph Smith 
had received fome intelligence of the intention to attack the place, 
and had detached fome troops to reinforce it, but it was loR before 
they arrived at the wood. This event happened in the end of No¬ 
vember. In the next month, Huflein Ca\^n, who bad been driven 
in the month of Jul_y from Seringham by a d^tatchment f'-om I rit- 
chinopoly, returned from Pondicherry with ime Sepoys and two 
field-pieces, and took poR at Utatore, intending again i:o advance to 
the iiland, and retake the pagoda; but Captain Smith fent a party ^ 
from the garrifon, under the command of Captain Blake, who did 
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were difaffedted to the other Rheddi, who had been rellored in hU 
Read. They fbmetimes made plundering excurhons into the Coun¬ 
try between Terriore and Utatore; but attempted nothing of confe- 
quence. However, their numbers encreafed; and they kept up' i 
correfpondence with feveral of the principal men who continued 
to refide with the-'Klieddi in Terriore. When Mahomed Iflbof 
marched away in November to the relief of Madrafs, the garrifon of 
Tritchinopoly could not fpare the number of Sepoys neceffary to 
compleat his command, and three of the five companies which had 
been left in Terpore, were recalled to make up the deficiency. As 
foon as they were gone, the expelled Rheddi, with his troops, v/ho 
were waiting to retake the placd', arrived before they were difcovered 
at the barrier of the wood, where fome of the remaining Sepoys were 
Rationed; but the reft of the guard had been feduced, and in- 
ftead of affifting the Sepoys, turned their arms upon them, and 
delivered up the barrier to the enemy, who marched on, and 
advanced to the town without interruption, fending fo much 
terror before thpm, that the Rheddi within, with his troops, and 
the inhabitants, that adhered to him, rah away into the wood 
and hills, leaving the Englifh ferjeant with the Sepoys, to defend 
themfelves as they could. The ferjeant took pofleflion of the palace, 
which was an extenfive building ; but the enemy furrounded it in 
the houfes on all fides, that not a man could apppear who was not 
expofed to their fire, which obliged the ferjeant to capitulate, and he 
eafily obtained permiffion to march away to Tritchinopoly, with their 
arms, and whatever elfe they chofe to carry. Captain Jofeph Smith 
had received fome intelligence of the intention to attack the place, 
and had detached fome troops to reinforce it, but it was loft before 
they arrived at the w'ood. This event happened in the end of No¬ 
vember. - In the next month, Huflein Cawn, who had been driven 
in the month of July from Seringham by a detatchment. ft-om I rit- 
chinopoly, returned from Pondicherry with 'ipme ^^poys and two 
field-pieces, and took port at Utatore, intending again to rdvance to 
the ifland, and retake the pagoda; but Captain Smith fent a, party 
from the garrifon, under the command of Captain Blake, who did 
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Dot fuffer them to reft until they took refuge in the Myfore coiin- 
'ry, where they remained, prdpofing fchemes, and foliclting afllft- 
ance; but meeting little encouragement from this government, Hul- 
fein Cawn offered 'to join the Rheddl, who had retaken 1 ernore', 
in making incurfions 'into the Nabob’s country: but the Rheddi, 
makino' a merit of refraining from the mifchlef in his power, proffered 
money^’and regular terms of fubmiflion to the Nabob,^ who, for the 
fake of the money, and to fave the expence of defending the diftant 
A-illages, accepted his obedience, and confirmed him in the govern¬ 
ment ; in which this was his fourth inftallation, and the other 
Rheddi had loft and refumed it as often. 

The countries of Madura and rinivelly had relapfed into their 
former ftate of anarchy and conftifion, after Mahomed Iflbof, with fo 
large a part of his force, was recalled out of them in the month of 
Tilly. All that the feven companies of Sepoys left in the city of 
Madura could do, was to colled from the country provlfions luffi- 
cient % their fubfiftance. The incurfions of the Nattam collcnes 
from the north, and of tl.ofe under the Polygars along the hills to 
the weft, ruined appropriated whatfoever cultivation or revenue 
arofe in the diftrids at a diftance from the city. To the foutliward, 
the Tinivelly country matters were much.worfe. Maphuze Cawn 
fora-ot all his former profeffions of reconciliation, united more firmly 
than ever, and took up his refidence with the Pulltaver, who led 
the weftern Polvgars; and Catabominaig, with Etiaporum, who 
were the heads of the weftern, concluding from the fupenoriry of 
the French in the Carnatic, that the affairs of the Nabob and the 
Englifli would never recover, feized whatfoever country lay conve¬ 
nient for them : nor did the five companies of Sepoys lett in the tort 
of Palamcotah, and bereft of all alliance, venture any oppolition to 
their encroachn or .a lo miiintain the to'wn of Tinivellv , or 
'which Maphuie Khan <.nd the Pulitaver once again took polldhon.. 
The Sepoys contented t lemfelves with preferving Palamcotah, wnere 
they were often obligee to defend the walls agamft the Ikirmdhcs or 
the Pulitaver’s coli-ries, which confumed their anuTiunUrnn ; and, 
,s none of their letters rc. 'hed the Carnatic, or even Intclnnopoli, 
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they wrote b}' the hand of a Topals,. a letter to Anjengo,. which is 
the fouthcni of the Englifli fluElories on the coaft of Malabar, re- 
qiiefMng fupplies; but the Topafs writing wdiat he thought Englilh , 
the letter was fo unintelligible, that the faftory neither uiKlerftood 
from whence or whom it came, nor what they wanted. At length, 
letters from Mahomed Illbof procured them credit, which enabled , 
them to purchale provifion, and even to get lead and gunr)owder 
from the fea-coaft in the bay of Tutacorin. It was very fortunate, 
that the fidelity of the Sepoys in Madura and Palamcotah continued 
unfhaken ; for had either of thefc fbrtrefles been betrayed, no means 
remained of retaking them ; and the ceffionof Madura might have 
purchafed Hydcrally, the Myfore general, to join the French, who 
at this very time had an officer of difluiaion treating with him at 

Seringapatam. 

Tlie repulfe of the French from Madrafs had increafed the danger 
of lofmg thefe countries, fince the French, being no longer under the 
ncceflity of keeping their whole force colle£ted in one point, might, 

Hill leaving fufficient to oppofc the Engllih army in the held, detach 
the reft to other objeas. The partizan Lau:‘'-rt was moving with 
Ills flying troops from Pondicherry to the weflward i and dangei 
to the" city of Madura might accrue even from Huflein Cawn, if 
he rtiould get a body of Myforeans to accompany him from Dindigul. 

On thefe confidcratlons, the Prclidency refolved to lend Mahomed 
Iflbof back into thefe countries, and to accept his offer of renting 
Madura and Tlnivclly, together, at the rate of five lacks of rupees 
fur the eiifulng year, clear of all charges, excepting what might 
arlfc from the neceffity of defending them either agaiiift the 
the Mvforeans, or Morattoes. The Nabob had, ever lince the hrft 
appointment of Mahomed Iflbof to condud die war in thefe coun. 
tries, regarded him with fifpicion and - rrion,and infilled d»atthey 
fhouM liL left to his own difpofai and coiAoul ; ai hougii he had 
not in hi. whole d-pend.nee, a elation or olfle r of mil tary^rdolution 
and experience fufficient to maintain them la tins time ui ,ucy. 

'Fli' French and Englihi armies continued alip'-H in hght of each 

other for two and twenty days ; the one wPhing to be attacked, m 

their 
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^pofts at Conjeveram, tte other, a general aalon In the open 
and neither was fedneed to give the advantage v.-hieh the 
o, ler defired. Moft of the diftrias to the fouth of the 1 altar were 
nnder either the proteffion or jurifdiaion of the Frcneh govem- 
Tenf and as other defiances had felled, Major Brereton reiolved to 
march into them, as the likelieft means of bringing the enemy to 
a battle, or at leaft of obliging them to quit Coujeveram, when 
Le opportunity might arife of retaking tins place, without 
which even the diftrias already recovered as far as the Englilh 
limy had advanced could not be proteded, unlefs by then con- 
rinuince in the field, and in this part of the country, .^ccorduigly. 
Itearmy moved on the .ft of April from the.,-encampment a. Papa 
Braminy’s Choultry ; on the 6th, they arrived, and took pofleffiot, 
of the oettal. of Vfendivalh, in which they began to open ground 
■ A^the fort and fent to Madrafs for two pieces of b.atteinig 
againft detachment font by captain Prefton from Chinglaperr 

fT d- r 

r ^ mlecure the line of communication with Vananvafh. 

Mn&upircs neitbe- ,ave any interruption to the Engl, . army 
1 ^ m-irrhiiip-awav, nor followed them. Mi. J..illy Inul 

“ I d Ifim to rifque nothing, and the French army had tW fot.te 
OK tied , A o-reat diftrefs for want both of money and pro- 
fiege omadrafs had exhaufted the treaiury ot Pon-. 
I h riv 4d its revenues were anticipated by mortgages tor loans, 
w monies could be coiuaed from the country hetweer, con- 
and what ru gg^o^ed in the camp, fearcely lurmihed the 

jeveram and A , of the neighbouring v.ll,i|vs 

expencesof ‘ j, pu„aually, and at better prices, evaded 

finding that to the French camp. The 

as much “ ■ j/ diit &ts, magnil$ed the detriment Much 

renters of j Morattocs of Gopaul Kow, iii,order 

their lands had 1 ■ Kv the plea of dlfculling rhur aca.unts. 

,o protraa their ^ the removal of the KiiglKh 

,l„s htnanon, fJ/ ,,,ni,„-d h.n, to retre,.. i„ hieor. 

ra*my as an aclvaiitagv ^ ^ 1 He Iclt iii 

with the appearance of parting on equal teims. He left 
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reram 300 Sepoys and rdo horfe, under the command of Murzafa- 
heg, who had delerted from the Englifli a httle before the fiege rf 
AJadrafs. T he renters at Arcot furnifbed Mr. Soupires ,money r id 
provifions for eight days, and he extended his troops in diSerent 
parries between Arcot and Trivatore, which is fituated zo miles s.w. 
in tlie high road from tlience to Vandiwath. 

Mr. Lally, as loon as he heard that the Englifh army was before 
Vandiwalh, Immediately came out of Pondicherry with 300 Eu- 
mpeana, ordering Mr. Soupires to meet him with the main body at 
Ciilttapct ; where they arrived on the 14th. Trivatore is farther 
from Ciiittapct, than it is foom V'andiwalh. The nearer road from 
Vandiwafo to Conjeveram is not good ; but from Vandiwafli to 
Trivatore, and hence to Conjeveram excellent, and of quicker 
difpatch, alrliough by the large angle it makes feveral miles more. 
Major Brercton was informed in tlie evening of the 13th of the march 
of the Frcncli army with Soupires, and that the whole had pafled 
Trivatore; on which he decamped in the night from Vandiwafli 
and, by a forced marcli, arrived the n. xt day at Trivatore, which 
he found abandoned, and blew up one iT the baftions; and con¬ 
tinuing the fame ftrefs of march, they arrivea, on the evening of 
the 15CI1, near Conjeveram. Several letters had pafled with Murza- 
fabeg, who pretended to be willing to betray his trufl, but alkcd iuch 
terms as proved, that he only wanted to gain time until the French 
army could come to his relief; on which Colonel Monfon, with the 
.advanced divifion, Inverted the pagoda in the evening, which it was* 
determined to ftorm the next morning. Murzafabeg no longer diflem- 
bled, but kept up a briik fire of mufleetry through the night; by 
which feveral, and Colonel Monlon himlelf, was wounded. 

The gateway of the pagoda at Conjeveram is fpacious and lofty, and 
the tower over it one of the largcft and highert In the Carnatic. It 
rtands in the middle of the wertera wall,.. -^d f onts i.' e principal- rtreet 
of the town, which is very broad ; but the .e is an area betw^een, of 
the fame breadth as the wall of thepagod<, and 3cacrofs. 
71 icre were no gates fixed in tlic gateway; and to cover the entrance, 
tlie French had thrown up a ravelin before it in barbette, on which. 
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os wcU os on the fmall towers at each angle of '|'‘= F|°J. "•=''= 
mounted guns, but old, .and of little fervice; and fatFoldm|s of 
bamboos for fmall parties of mulketry were railed along uffwcnt 
parts of the wall within. There was, in the area without a larp 
choultrv, with the back to the pagoda, about 200 yards from ne 
eatewa;, but a little to the right. Near this choultry, as good 
fover, rite troops threw up a ramp in the night, and early in the 
morning began to fire over it againll the ravelin from then two 
twelvc-pouiiirs, which the enemy returiietl with all 
but with little execution; only wounding Major Broreton flightly 

and two or three of the gunners. By eight o clock the ea‘t 
’he ravelin appeared fufficlently beaten down, and the troops marched 
,0 the attack led by M.ajot Calliaud at the head of the gtcnailiers. 
Few of thVdeLdeis wited the affault hand to hand, but, a,ter 
giving their fire, ran into the pagoda. The officers ftimulatt y 
an intemperate rivality of danger, got firft over the ravelin, and 
u r. I? the men came, to form them for the attack of the gate- 
' In the middle of wh'eh the enemy had laid a large old iron gun 
I’C ff w*- within were two lines of Sepoys difpofed 111 
^ ^ for the advantaee pf a crofs-fire on the entrance. In a 
^'\iufe 40 or 50 men, oAvhom much too many were officers, were 
Traded iogethet within the ravelin, when the enemy fired their 
which they had treble loaded with powder, and to tlie nuuzle ■ 
fv h r^Mis and bits of ragg^ iron. The «cefs of rhe cx- 

Tlofion and the thick black fmoke which aroC- 

of a mine, nor was the eftia much lets, it killed eight moi. 
thi fD« and wounded ten. Of the killed were Captains Stewart 
aud B;im«yne, Ifientenant Elliot and EnCgn Hnn.ct; ot the 

mounded, M,otC.Uaud, Capt^^^^^^^^^ 

..■it the oppofite wall of the pagoda and appeared m le 
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thoie who -were defending the gateway; and, on their fhout, the 
troops at the gate.rulhed in, and in a minute tlie whole garrifor 
was between two fires, at mercy, every man for himfelf begging 
quarter; which was given with more humanity than ufual on fuch 
exafperation. After all was quiet, Murzafabeg furrendered himfelf, 
out of one of the chapels into which he had retired, tofome of the 
Sepoys; but, as they were Conducting him to Major Brereton, Ma¬ 
homed Jflbof met them, knew the prifoner, and faying, “ Thefe are 
“ the terms to be kept with a traitor,” with one ftroke of his 
feymetar, almoft fevered his head from his body. The news of this 
fuccefs was received at Madrafs the next day, on which likewife 
arrived advices of no little importance from Colonel Forde. 

The Rajah Anunderawze had lb little lenle of the advantages 
which might have enfued by prefling on the French immediately 
after their defeat at Peddipore, that he did not come up with his 
troops to Rajahmundrum, where Colonel Forde with the Englilh 
forces were waiting for him, until the iu‘h of Decernber, which was 
ten days after the battle, although the diu_"‘oe is only 40 miles. 
Anunderawze had promifed to make the firft payment of his treaty^ 
as foon-as he (hourd be put in poffeflion of the fort of Rajahmundrum; 
and, in confidence of his word. Colonel Forde had lent him 20,000 
rupees, before he marched with the Englifli from Caflimeotah. This 
fum, with a fupply to the faftory at Vizagapatam, and theexpences 
of the field, had abforbed all- the moTiey which came from Bengal; 
and Colonel Forde had nothing.but the Rajah’s promifes to anfwer 
the pay of the troops for the anonth of December. However, fliill 
relying on them, he crofled the Godaveri on the 23d, flill hoping to 
appear before Mafulipatam before the French had recovered the ftun 
of their late defeat: but the Rajah r.^i:ber folI‘^’''ed with his army, 
nor lent any iiioney ; and, as it would ii. "j been ain to have at¬ 
tempted even the march without both, Colmel Foide, wuth much 
vexation and relentment, recrofled the rivei with all the troops on 
the 26th. The Rajah imagined they were returning to puniui him, 
and, in this fright, fled immediately to the hills which Ikirt (he 

province 
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foviiice about twenty miles to the North of the city; and Colonel 
Forde, for t|ie convenience of a nearer communication with Vizaga- 
p: tarn, marched two days back, and encamped at Peddapore, which, 
with a name very nearly the fame, is a fort ten miles to the weft 
of that which has defignated his vidory. Mr. Andrews immediately 
fent him 20,000 rupees from Vizagapatam, and on the 13th. of Ja¬ 
nuary came himfelf to the camp ; from whence he went into the 
hills, and reached the Rajah on the 15th, whofe fears of the Colonel, 
and averfion to furnilh any money, continued as flrong as ever, in-. 
Ibmuch that he feemed no longer folicitous about tire fuccefs of the 
expedition. His condud was the more perplexing, becaufe tjie news 
that the French were befieging Madrafs had flopped the Euglilh 
credit in thefe provinces, which the Rajah’s name alone could im¬ 
mediately reflore; and if Iris troops did not march, others mufl be 
hired, for which no money could be found. The dilemma induced 
Mr. Andrews to alter the treaty he had made fome time before, and to 
agree, “ that whatfoever Aims the Rajah might furnilh fliould be con- 
“ fldered as a loan ; and th?'. the revenues of all the countries which 
might be reduced oa tb. other fide of the Godaveiy', excepting fuch 
“ as belonged to me French either by eflabliflimcnt, or grant in 
** propriety, fliould be equally "divided between him and tlie Englifli.” 
with thefe conditions Mr. Andrews brought him back, to the camp 
on the 18th : and it was agreed to march on to Mafulipatam; but 
it took feven days more in bargains for exchange with the fliroffs 
before he furniflied only 6000 rupees in ready money, and bills at 
ten days for 60,000 more. At length tlie armies moved from Ped¬ 
dapore on the 28th, after fifty days had been loft, of which tlie fij-ft 
twenty diligently employed would probably have accomjdilhcd all the 
purpofes of the expedition, which now appeared of much more diffi¬ 
cult execution, as the enemy h ’^fgained full time to recolle6t them- 
felves ; nor had the delay the fmalleft plea of necefiity; for the Rajah 
might with as little inconvenience have done at fi\ft wdiat he un¬ 
willingly complied with ; t laft ; although the expedition had been 
undertaken from a reliance on his promifes, warranted by tlie earneft- 
nefl of his follicitapons. 
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The Hardwicke and the two floops, which had been difpatched 
from yizagapatam on the 1 2th of December, anchored the next 
day in the road of Yanam, which lies on the eaftern mouth of tli *. 
Godaveri, where the agents of the French fa£tory, on news of the 
defeat at Peddipore;, had embarked their effedls and themfelves in a 
fnow, wjiich had not got out of the river when the Hardwicke ar¬ 
rived; and they furrendered to her longboat without refiftance. Some 
days after, the veffels failed down to Mafulipatam, and cruized be¬ 
tween this place and Narfipore on the weftern arm of the Godaveri, 
until the 9th of February, when they fixed their ftation in Mafu- 
fipatam road, waiting for the arrival of the army ; but weighing oc- 
cafionally to bring veffels to, that were paffing in the offing, of 
which they intercepted feveral laden with rice for Pondicherry, and 
the French army before Madrafs. 

The Engliffi army arrived on the 6th of February at Elore ; but, 
to prevent another quarrel. Colonel F'orde had been obliged to let 
the Rajah march as he lifted, employing his troops to the right and 
left, in levying contributions, on promife, however, of rejoining him 
foon at Elore. This place, otherwife cali^dWalore, is fituated (jo 
miles s. w. of Rajahmundrum, and nearly 40 n. of' Mafulipatam. 
It is the capital of a province, or phoufdarry, of no great extent, and 
one of the four obtained from Salabadjing by Mr. Bufly. It has 
been very little known to the Engliffi, and never frequented by them 
fince they withdrew their faflory from Mafulipatam in the laft 
century. The town is extenfive, and in the middle of it is a very 
large fort, in which the Frencli ufed to keep a garrilbn moftly of 
black troops ; but the Marquis de Conflans had taken them away 
with him, as he was paffing on to Mafulipatam, where he had de¬ 
termined to make his ft'-id. The long delay of the Engliffi troops- 
in following him feemed to have h..pired him \rith a little refo- 
lution : for with fome of the troops whici. had^oined him after the' 
defeat of Peddipore, and the garriffins of E'.oje and Rajahmundrum, 
he ibrmed a body of 200 Europeans, wi 'h four ficld-piecesi, and 
2000 Sepoys, which he called his army of obfervation; buc they 
did not venture within lefs than thirty miles of Elore, and k. nt 
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moving to the Weft of Maftilipatam, collefting or extorting tributes. 
Colonel Forde, whilft waiting for the Rajah and his troops, detached 
Captain Knox, with the firft battalion of Sepoys, to reduce the 
French faftory at Naiftpore, where by this time the garrifon, by 
the arrival of ftragglers from the late defeat, was augmented to lOo 
Europeans, and 3 or 400 Sepoys. Narfipore ftands 20 miles to the 
s. E. of Elore. Letters were previoufly fent to the Indian Zemindar 
of the diftridl, threatening the deftrudion of his country, if he 
gave the French any afliftance, but offeilng him alliance if he 
would join the Englilh army with his troops. The Zemindar met 
Captain Knox on the road, and accepted the terms with cheerful- 
nefs ; and the French troops at Narfipore having relied on his aftift- 
ance, marched away as foon as they faw his defedion, leaving in 
the fadory, befides common effeds, fome cannon and marine ftores, 
and in the river feveral boats and veflcls ; but they funk whxt 
ammunition they could not carry off. The Englifli detachment 
leaving a few men with th; Zemindar’s officers to take care of what 
was worth preferving, returned to Elore, where on the i8th 
came in the Rajah 'vh'n all his troops colleded ; and the next day 
the Zemindar of Narfipore with 1500 foot, armed In the fallilon of 
the country. But, although fo much time had already been loft, 
the Rajah was not yet ready to’ proceed, and detained the army at 
Elore until the ift of March. 

Mr. ConHans, on his defeat at Peddipore, had written letters to 
Salabadjing, eanieftly requefting he would march with his army 
from Hyderabad to Mafulipatam, when both their forces unltj“d could 
not fail of deftroying the Englilh troops, and puniihing tlje^owcrs, 
©f the country which had revolted to their common enemy. Tlic 
diftance of Salabadjing with Mr. Buffy from the p.urfult ot Ni/.a- 
mally towards Bampore encouraged this prince to refumc his 
former ambitions: in' which he '.as, at lyll fccretly, abetted: 
by the adhetents of S'lanavaze Khan and Maliomed Huflein, whofe 
deaths, as well «s, bis own flight, to Bta.mpote, had been the^im ■ 
IT diate confooueuces of the afliflination of Hyderjuog, the dua.t 
of'Mr. Unfly : but, this confederacy teftained from a.W^con- 
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fpicuous exertion, until they faw Mr. Bufly and the whole of the 
French force quitting Hyderabad, and the fervice of Salabadjing, 
in obedience to the orders of Mr. Lally; when judging little 
likelihood of their return, they aded with more open declaration ; 
and foot! after, Nizamaily was enabled, with the affiftance of 
his friends, to increafe his force from 1500 to 15000 horfe, vvlth 
which he marched frona Brampore in November, and was received 
with homage into the city of Aurengabad; but the fortrefs of 
Dollabad flill held out for Salabadjing. The indolence of Salabad¬ 
jing, wedded to habits, faw no means of coercing his brother, but 
by tiie accuftomed affiftance of a body of French troops, which his 
own aid to Conflans in this time of neceflity was certainly the likellcft 
means of procuring : but few of his officers were defirous of fee¬ 
ing the re-eftabllffiment of a power, which had interfered fo much 
with their own authority and advantages in the government: never- 
thelcfs, they imagined, that the prefent conteft for the ceded pro¬ 
vinces between the French and Englifli might give a chance of 
recovering thele countries to their former dependence on the fou-* 
bahffiip ; and in this view moft of them iiJ”Tcd him to march to¬ 
wards Mafulipatam. His brother, Baffaulet Jung, concurred in the 
fame opinion, and marched with liis forces from Adorn .-’t the fame 
time that Salabadjing was advancing from Hyderabad. Both joined 
near the Kriftna, and amounted to 15000 horfe and 20000 foot. 
Neither their approach, nor the jirobability of their affifting the. 
French, deterred Colonel Forde from his purpofe of proceeding 
againft Mafulipatam. It was obvious, that the jundion of Salabad- 
jing’s army witli the French would bring heavy vengeance upon 
the Rajah, if the Englifh troops ffiould be obliged to retire be¬ 
fore tlicm : but even this confideration, becaufe the danger was 
diRant, could not induce him to relinquiffi the immediate ad¬ 
vantages of his delay, ahl.o'igh nothing i-'>ore than the coIle<Slions 
of the dav levied .jy his troops fpread abro^ in all plaits of the 
country. 

Five miles to the South, of Elore you arr.ve at the bed of vaft 
lake, which extends 47 miles in length, from weft to enft acr^ fs 
I the 
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the fituation, of the city, and 14 in breadth from north to fouth. 
From the beginning bf the rains in July, until the end of Sep¬ 
tember, the whole is fpread over with water, excepting 60 or 70 
imall iflots, on which the inhabitants remain; but during the reft 
of the year the whole is dry and paflable, and in many places 
highly cultivated. The army, and for the firft time any of the 
Englifh troops marched acrofs the lake, and on the 3d of March 
encamped near a fmall fort, called Concale, in which the French 
had left a ferjeant with 13 Europeans, and two companies of Se¬ 
poys. Captain Maclean, with fix companies of Sepoys, were fent 
to attack and even efcalade the fort : the garrifbn •Jiad the day be¬ 
fore received affurances from Du Rocher, th^ Commander of 
the army of oblervation, that he would arrive to their afliftance 
on the 28th ; relying on which, they miuined the walls, and 
leemed relblute to defend themfelves. Much firing of mulketry 
pafl'ed with much lofs-to the affailants, who nevcrthelefs twice 
attepiptcd to break throug h the wicket of the gate, for want of 
better implements, with iron crows; but were each time beateir off, 
on which Captain Madcane fent to the army for a reinforcement of 
men and two guns ; they arrived in the evening, and the guns tvere 
imrcediately^applied, and beat open the gates. T he det;rchment 
rufhea ’'^ without mercy, and in the firft onfet killed all they met, 
who were only Sepoys ; for the Europeans hid themfelves until the 
firing and flaughter ceafed. A few hours after, a native brought 
intelligence, that a party of forty Europeans, woth fome Sepovs, 
from the army of obfervation, were arriyed within a few miles; 
on which Captain Macleane marched out to attack tliem. But 
they, hearing the fort was taken, had retreated. A fmall gm- 
rifon of Sepoys, with a few Europeans, was left to Iccure the 
fort from furprfze, and the a*-my marched on towarc s Maluh- 
patanfi, in fight of which they arrivcu on the 6‘h of March, an 
the fame day received advices, that the Frenclj aimy urn too 
cornmantLof Mr. Rally had been obliged to raife the fiegc ol 
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The fort and town of Mafulipatam are fituated beyond the reach 
of cannon-fliot afunder. The fort ftands a mile and a lialf from 
the fea-fliore, on the edge of a found formed partly by an inlet o<^ 
the fea, partly by drains from the circumjacent ground, and ftill 
more by a continued ftream which the river Kriftna fends off about 
15 miles to the s. v/. and which falls into the upper part of the 
found, very near the fort. The found has fometimes three fathom, 
and at others only three feet water ; and oppofite to the fort, is 500 
yards in breadthA The fouth fide of the fort extends about 600 
along the found, and 800 from thence to the north; and its area, 
as well as form, would differ veiy little from a parallelogram of 
thefe dimenfions, if theeaflerr fide did not lie in ? re-entering angle, 
which, however, is a very obtufe one. The ground along the fea 
fhore for two miles to the north and fouth of the inlet of the found, 
is a colleflion of fand-hills, which extend about half a mile inland, 
when they ceafe on the border of a morafs, •.vhich furrounds the fort 
on every fide, and continues to the well a id fouth for feveral miic&: and 
to the N. w. and north, there is no hard ground at lefs than a mile 
of the fort, excepting a few fmall fpots of fand in the morafs, 
which are near it to tlie N. e. : but to the eafl:, the find-hills dong 
the fea are within 800 yards of the walls. The m^'rafs i, all 
diredtions is interfedled with creeks and gullies, whicb'fall into 
the found. 

'I'he Pettah, or town of Mafulipatam, is fituated a mile and a 
half to the n. w. of the fort, on a plot of ground riling above the 
morafs; acrofs which, the communication between this ground 
and the fort is by a flraight caufeway 2000 yards in length. The 
town is very extenfive, and its ground on the fartlier fide flill to the 
V. \v. is bounded by another morafs, w'hich ftretches along it from 
the s. w. to the n. k, but is flopped by the fand-hills of the fea 
fhore, along whi- h is the only accefs to the town on fiim ground; 
for both morafies are miry even in the dricfl feafbn, and were fo 
now, altitough no rain had fallen for 40 days.^ 

Mr. C’onflans, with all his troops, excepting the few gUa. ds in 
the fbrtj were encamped in the Pettah for the convenience of wa. 'r, 
7 of 
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which there is none in the fort but what is prefervccl in clilerns. 
JFlis ideas of reinaining here extended no farther than this advantage; 
although, by flinging up an entrenchment acrofs the dry ground 
from one morafs to the other, he might have flopped the Engliflr 
army, to which the force with him was equal, being 500 Euro¬ 
peans and 2000 Sepoys, without the army of obfen'ation, which he 
had not recalled; and, as foon as the Englifli army appeared, he 
retreated by tlie caufeway, into the fort. The troops of Anunde- 
rauze and of the Zemindar of Narfipore encamped in the pettah; 
the Englifh on the fand to the North Eafl. 

The French, fince they took poffeflion of the fort in 1751, had 
modernized the defences : the walls were mud faced with bricks as 
high as the parapet; and the three fules to the weft, north, and eaft, 
contained 11 angular baftions of various fhapes and fizes; before 
which were a pallifaded berm, and a wet ditch ; but no glacis. The 
front to the fouth along the found, from reliance on that defende, 
was iTt open. The baftian next the k. w. fronted the caufeway 
leading to the pettah : in this baftionwas the gateway, and 120 yards 
of the caufeway wa^. converted Into a caponlere, which terminated 
in iftrong rc/e'iui that fcoured along the lengdi of the caufeway. 

No rewuiar approaches could be made to tlie fort, but by an army 
ten "«mes^ftronger than Colonel Forde’s; for hitherto black troops, 
howfoever numerous, were counted for nothing in the fervice of car¬ 
rying on trencl>es. Colonel Forde therefore refolved to attack the 
fort from the fand-hills to the eaft, as the neareft Ihot 5 and by bat¬ 
teries detached from each other, without the communication of 
trenches, as little was to be feared from the failles of the beficged. 
The ground had the advantage, although this circumftance would 
not have determined the choice, of being neareft to the difcmbai ka- 
tion of the ftores and heavy artillery from the Hardwicke, %N'luch, 

■with the two floops, were in road. ^ 

Three batteries were eredted; one in a filhing ’lllage near the inw an 
point of the fand to the s. w. where it is bordered by the mkt ot 
^ Tea to the South, knd to the Weft by a large creek in the morafs 
coming from the north. Four hundred yards to the north ot this b.-it- 
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tery, and nearer to the edge of the fame creek, was another : the 
third battery-was at an equal diftance loo yards in the mar of both. 
The battery to the north, and that to the fbuth, had each two eighr- 
teen and two twenty-four poundersbut m the fouth Were likewile ■ 
the bombarding artillery, which w-^ere three mortars, of nine, 
and eight inches. The battery in the center had only two twelve- 
pounders. 

In the s. E. angle of the fort, clofe on the found, was abaftion ’^ 
called the Francois, of ro guns. For fome diftance from hence to 
the jrorth, t!ic want of hard ground had obliged the rampart to re- 
cf.de In a re-entering angle, in the bottom of which was a work in 
the fonn fT a dmii-lune, having only two feces, without flanks, 
wiiich woulil have been aeedlefs, flnee the line of the faces fuffici- 
cntly flanked the bafHon Francois on the right, and that called the 
Saint John on the left. This work was called the Dutch baflion. 
The Saint John had eight guns, and beyond i'” in the n. e. angle 
of the fort w'as the baftion called the Can elion, mounting lo gu.;s\ 
The io'Qtlierii of the Englifli batteries fired on the Francois arid 
Diilch l-wllions ; the center on Saint John’s; mid the noitherri on 
^ the Camelo n. As ibon as their jiofition was decided, ,he garril )n 
j iaifed a Latti^ry on the left fliore of the inlet as you enter '^••orti t> ? 
;*fea ; winch tot>k them all in flank ; but as this battery was ...ated 
from the fort by the whole breadth of the found, and might be at¬ 
tacked ifi the night by the boats of the fhips, the garrifon kept a 
' gfuird in it of Europeans, befides Seprys. They likewife 

a fooirger guard in the ravelin at the end of the caponiere 
, I’n the olln:i fidij of the fort', Bcfidcs the immediate fuperiority of 
:wt dh ry f an ling on their works, the garrifon lud others in ftote, 

• iKiiii'Ced ready t- i replace what might be rendered ufelefs in the courfe 
nf ti'rvke wluieas the Englifli army '’.)nld only reflore the lofs of 
tfiffi1 '< Ji >T>vi .'I th rommoii ^uns of the Hardwicke, which were 
pO' ivdi i', «'» t.hc I?.Jail’s, wldch were good for nothing. 

Tin ! arijiv oufervadon, as loon the Englifh palled 

■ ; : Vo; H.'-nr >tcroltcd tlio country to Eloic, where there was 

no g < liir ( if) ojipofe them ; and from hence went on to Rajahmun- 
vi>n v’> .1 'iu: iifk of the army, in all 25 Europeans, and 40 Sepoys, 

- had 
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een left under the command of Mr. Briftol, who a few days 
before had received a large ftim in gold and filver, fent from Bengal to 
Vizigapatam, and from hence to him, for the fer\'ice of the army 
with Colonel Forde. On the approach of the enemy, Briftol fent 
away the treafure to Cockanarah, a Dutch fettlement on the coaft; 
and as foon as they appeared on the jiver, ordered all fuch of his mon 
as were capable of the fatigue to go away, and endeavour to gain Vi- 
xagapatam. The enemy marched two days onwards from Rajamun- 
drum, giving out that they intended to take Vizianagarum, the ca¬ 
pital of Anunderauze, as well as the Englifli Ifort at Vizagapatam; 
but their views were only to extort money from the chiefs and ren¬ 
ter^ by the feverities they exerciled in the country. However, find¬ 
ing they could not collect as much as they fpent, they returned, and 
direfted their march to meet the army of Salabadjlng. The daily 
hews of their motions terrified the Rajali with apprehenfions fOr his 
countries, and no perfualions could induce him to advance either Ins 
credit or mor-v* aone re nained in the military cheft: Colonel 
^:cde nad borrowed all that’ the officers under his command had re¬ 
alized from the fpoils of the campaign, and had even ufed the prize- 
money of the ^lOops, and the interpofition of the French armj'' of 
obf ;rvation precluded the hopes of receiving what had been fent to 
M.. Bnftjl; and by this time, every foldier in the army had per¬ 
ceived the obftacles which muft be furmounted, to reduce the 
fort; which exafperated the fenfe of their diftrefles. In theft 
agitations, the whole line of Europeans turned out on the i ijith, 
with theit arms, and threatened to march away. Colonel Forde, 
with much difficulty, prevailed on them to return to their tents, and 
to depute one or two to explam their complaints. The deputies de¬ 
clared, that all were refolvexl not to ferve tlie fiege, unlefs tlu-y were 
immediately paid the amount of the prize-money already due to them, 
and were affiired of the whole Ov. vtue Mafulipatam ffiould be 

taken. According to the Company’s regulation, .nithorizcd by tlu- 
Crown, the troops in India Are only intitled to one half of tvhat is 
taken in the forts they reduce; the other halt is rclervcd to the 
C /ippany. Colonel Forde promifed to pay them their jv i/,e*monoy, 
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War of Coromandel* 
out of the veiy firft he ihould receive j and, as he could not break 
through the regulation, allured them he would follcit the Company,, 
by a, reprefentation of their hardlhips and fervices, to give up their , 
lhare of what might be taken in Mafulipatam; of which, he Ihouk 
retain the amount, until their determination was known. Thefe 
promifes appeafed them; and tiiey returned to their duty with their 
ufual ardour. Neverthelefs the batteries were not conapleated till-the 
2.5 th, 18 days after the arrival of the army, during which the fort had 
kept a conftant fire,, which had only killed five men. 

Salabadjing, as he approached, fent forward letters and mef- 
fongers, commanding Anunderauze and the Zemindars who had 
joined the Englilh, to quit them, and repair immediately, as vaf- 
fals to his ftandard. On the 27th, advices were received in the 
camp, that his army was arrived at Bezoara on the Kriftna, 40 miles 
tfom Mafollpatam j and the fame day came reports, that the Frendx: 
army of obfervation had retaken Rajahmundrum* 

The Rajah, who had for fome days jeen fauL-.mg, wa^ now fo^ 
terrified, that he marched away with all his forces the fame ni^ii.-,. 
without giving any warning, intending to regain his own country 
on the other fide of the Godaveri; and, notwithltanding theddato- 
rinefs of his former motions, he on this occafion advanced r 6 .nilfes 
before day-break. Colonel Forde fent meflengers after ’n-'i, re- 
prefenting the abfurdlty of his condua, in tiiinking to efcape the 
numerous cavalry of Salabadjing on the one hand, and the French 
av^ny of obfervation, who were towards Rajaiimundium, on the 
other; whereas, by remaining with the Englilh troops, his retreat 
would he allured, and the reduaion of Malullpatani; even now not 
impraaicabk. The plain good fenfe of this advice brought him back 
with his army to the Pcttala. Colonel Forde, altliougli with little 
hopes, would not negka the only means in liis power of amufing 
Salabadjing from a ivancing tv. .ho relief of Mafulipatam, and requeft- 
rd his permifiion to fend a deputy to treat, profofiing no other ia- 
rciition than to take poflcflion of the French garrifous and fiiaorics 
wn the without alluming the authority they had hcM In the 
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HSiSd countries. Salabadjing confented to receive the deputy, and 
Mr. Johnftone was fent to his camp on the ift of April. 

The three batteries continued a hot fire from the 25th of March 
to the 4th of April. On the 5th, the weather, which had hitherto 
been gentle, changed to a hard gale of wind, with thunder, lightning, 
and immenle rain, which brought in the fbuthern monfoon^ \\itu 
the return of fair weather on the 6th. In the evening tlic artillery 
officers reported, that there was no more than two day’s ammu¬ 
nition left for the fervice of the batteries. Intelligence was likewife 
received, that Salabadjing was advancing from Bezoara, and that the 
French army of obfervatlon, which he had invited, were very near 
his. It was now no longer poffible for the Englifh army to retreat 
the long way they had come, as the whole garrifon of Mafulipatam 
and the army of obfervatlon would join the Subah’s in the purfuit. 
However, the camp might embark ; for the ffiore at Mafulipatam 
k ftlll, and the only part on the coaft of Coromandel, on which 
the fea does n'*" beat wi h a ftrong furf. But Colonel horde 
Vegarded- this mode of retreat as intolerable drfgrace, and refolved 
to fiorm the fort; judging, moreover, that the garrilon would 
not fufpe6t r!ie' attempt at the very lime when the excefs of tlie 
rail had r-'.idered the approach over the morafs much Ids pradi- 
eaoK tl-ui before. He accordingly ordered the fire of the batteries 
to be kept up with double vivacity through tlie next day, and all 
the troops to be under arms at ten at aiglit. ^ 

The ditch of the fort, at the ebb of the tide, which would liap- 
pen at midnight, has only three feet water, aixl having no glacis, 
nothing prevented the immediate accefs. Notwithfiandlng the gai- 
rifon had conftantly repaired in the night the damages of tlic day, 
the hot and continued firing of this day had ruined the bafiions lut- 
ficiently to mount; and each of the three Ii.kI been equally fired upon, 
to confound the enemy’s guefs of '•ho . As no outworks oh- 

llruaed a flill view of the body of the place, 't was leen trom the 
batteries, that the two baftlons upon the Ibund on the cxtromitics ot 
the f-'-rt to the s. w. a id the s. e. were in barbette, that is, w ithout 
r jibrafui-es and merlons, but with a parapet low enough for lanncn 
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to fire over, which is rarely, four feet high. From the s. w. haftion, 
which was named St. Michael’s, to the next-on the w. oalled the 
Saline, the exterior ground was a miry fwamp of mud, .in which 
the ditch that furrounded ,the reft of the fort, could not have 
continued, but at great expence and labour, and was left in this 
ftate, becaufe fuppofed of more difficult paflage than the ditch itfel/. 
Some days before a black fervant of Captain Yorke’s, who had lately 
: lived in Mafullpatam, told liim . that he had fometimes feen the 
natives employed in the fort wade over the quagmire between the 
two-baftlons : and on this intelligence. Colonel Forde had permitted 
• Captain Yorke and Knox to examine this, pafliige.; . they .took iqo 
Sepoys, and placing them in different parties behind one another 
to fupport their retreat, went on at midnight, properly clad to 
the fkin, in order 4 :o refemble black men naked, arvd.entered the 
- quagmire, which they paffed iialfover, and found it not above knee 
deep, but the mud very tenacious; they returnedmndifeovered, and 
their report determined Colonel Forde o try ai. on this quar¬ 

ter at the fame time as the main aflault; which at leaft would u.f- 
tra£l the enemy’s attention. In the fame intention the country 
troops belonging to the Rajah were to march aloi.y the cau/eway 
over the morafs, and on each fide of .it, and to fklrniifti again 1 the 
ravelin in front of the gateway. 

The battalion of Europeans, reinforced with 30 failors from the 
Hardwicke, all the artilleiy-men, and half the Sepoys, were allotted 
for the real attack, which was to be made on the baftion called the 
Camelion in the n. e. angle of the fort. Their whole number was 
346 Europeans, rank and file; the Sepoys amounted to 1400; of 
which the other half were allotted to the falfe attack under 
the command of Captain Knox. Each of the three attacks was 
to be ready on their refpeftive ground before midnight; when, 
as foon as the falfe aitaen. ’•.. need on the weft fide, the* real, 
and the Rajah’s -vere likewife to begin. As no counter-attempt 
was apprehended, the guard of tlie camp was left to ibme of 
the Rajah’s trocjps. I'he attack with Cap..ain Knox having .^utlier 
to go, marched oft'firftj the main attack was In throe divifions, of 
'vhich the Europeans formed two, and the Sepoys the laft; 
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but when they were to move, Captain Callender, who by his rank 
was to lead the firft di'dfion of Europeans, was not to be found ; 
and after much fearch and enquiry, the troops proceeded without 
aim, crofting the morafs from the dry ground of fand diredlly oppo- 
ftte to the Cameleon, the baftion they were to ftiorm. In the way 
they were joined by the gunners crofting the morafs lircwife from 
the batteries, which for fear of furprize they did not qu.it until the 
laft moment. But before the troops arrived at the ditch, they heard the 
firing of Knox’s attack, which neverthelefs had only begun at the ap¬ 
pointed time; on which all marched as faft as they could, as before 
up to the knees in mire, and in crofting the ditch, up to the middle 
rn water and mud. Here they Were difeovered juft before they got 
to the pallifade on the berm; and whilft the firft divifion, commanded 
by Captain Fifcher, were tearing it up, which took fevcral minutes, 
the enemy gathered on the breach, and began likewife to fire cannon 
and mulketry from the next baftions, the Saint John’s on the right, 
and that calleo ti imall-gat j on the left.* The oppofition only en- 
c'reafed the ardour of the aflailants, and whilft the firft divifion of 
Europeans with Fifcher were gaining the breach,, the fecond, corn- 
man led by Captain Yorke, fired up ;igaiuft St. John’s, and the di- 
vifio-i of Sepoys led by Captain Macleane againft the fmall gate. 
Several ’ /'ere killed before Fifeher’s divifion had mounted, and got 
poffeftion of the Cameleon ; when, having waited until Yorke’s came 
up, they turned and advanced along the rampart to the left, to 
get poffeftion of the fmall gate. There w'as a handy gun, .^yith 
its ammunition, on the Cameleon, which Captain Yorke, on the 
fuggeftion of Captain MOran, who difeovered it, ordered the gun¬ 
ners to turn and fire along the rampart tow^ards the foumlj and in . 
the mean time prepared his divifion to follow the fame diiecftion, as 
foon as a number of Sepoys fufticient to maintain tlie b.ftllon avcic 
come up the breach ; but, juft as *vas letting oft, he percciv'cd 
a line of Sepoys coming along in the way below, iKrtwecn the foot 
of the rampart and the buildings ot the towm : they were lent to 
reinf./rce the Cameleon from the arfcnal near the found, where 
Mr. Conflans continued waiting the event with tli? grenadier 
pony and other troops. Yorke immediately ran down, and ft v/- 
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ing the French officer at the head of the Sepoys, bid him order them 
to lay down their arms and furrender, wliich they obeyed with little 
relufbance, and were fent up to the baftion. ' Yorke, having ob- 
ferved that the way below was free from interxuptioa, and much 
broader than the rampart above, refolved to march along it, to get 
poflelfion of the reft of the defences allotted to his attack ; his divi- 
fion accordingly came down, excepting a few left witli the prilb- 
ners, and the artillery-men with the gun. The guard of the next 
baftion, St. John’s, had fheltered themfelves within the angles, from 
the iufilade of the gun ; they were 20 Europeans, and more Se¬ 
poys, who, as foon as Yorke’s divilion came under the baftion, ad¬ 
vanced to the edge of the rampart, fired down upon them, which 
killed feveral and wounded more, and then cried out, that they 
would furrender. Captain Yorke generoufly fpared the return of their 
fire: their arms were gathered, and they were conduced by a party 
to the Cameleon, where the Sepoys were in referve, who reinforced 
the party, which was ported, to fecu e the Si. The di- 

vifion then marched on, and when under the Dutch baftion, re¬ 
ceived the fi re of the guard, fcattered indeed, but with equal iniquity 
followed by tfte immediate offer of furrender, which, was accepted 
with the fame humanity as before, and the baftion and men fecured 
by parties from the divifion, and the referve. Thefe interruptions 
had allowed the divifion time to think and expe<ft more, and many 
fhe^ved much unwillingnefs to go on ; for darknefs covers ftiame; 
lioWever, they yielded to the threats and exhortations of Captain 
Yorke; but had noL advanced many paces beyond the Dutch baftion, 
before they pafled a fmall brick building clofc to the rampart, which 
curiofity led fome to examine. It was an expenfe magazine of 
ammunition, and one unluckily cried out, a mine: this word 
ftruck the wliolc divifion with terror, and all inftantly ran back 
to the Cameleon (the omtwrc ''^i.ompanying to reclaim them)," and 
Captain Yorke, who marched at the head, was left aloii'?, with only 
two drummers, who were black boys, beating the grenadiet,s march 
whicli they continued, but in vain, for noi.e rejoined; on which 
CA})tain Yorke went b ick, and found all his men in much confufion 
4 at 
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at the baftion, fome even propofmg to go out of the breach and 
quit the fort. Severity’ was Inftantly necefl'ary, and Captain \oikc, 
as foon as on the baftion, threatened to put the firft man to death 
who offered to come near the breach ; on which fome of the fol- 
diers who had ferved with him in Adlercron’s regiment, and en- 
lifted in the Company’s fervice, cried out that their commander 
was ill ufed, and offered to follow him wherefoever he pleafed : 
their number immediately encreafed to 36, with whom |;ie marched 
off, leaving the reft to follow, as the officers could bring them 
on. The length of this Interruption, joined to the preceding, had 
given the French officer at the next baftion, the Fran9ois, which 
ftands on the edge of the found, time to get down a gun loaded 
with grape-fhot and to point it up the way the party w •: coming ; 
it fired when they were within a few yards, and w’lth ^ at exe¬ 
cution, killing feveral and woundmg ftxteen. Captain Yorke fell, 
wdth a ball through each of his thighs, and each of the black 
drummers was killed dead at his fide. This havock, however, 
did not difeourage the reft from bringing oft their Captain, 
whom they carfied to the Cameleon; and the guards, pofted 
in the St. Jean and Dutch baftipns, not difinayed, kept their ground, 
waiting the event.’ 

During thefe efforts of the left divifion, the right, commanded 
by CaptJun Fifcher, was advancing from the Cameleon to the i%bt, 
but along the rampart. The next, which is the fmall gate, was 
not in complete repair; and the Sepoys with Macleane were at¬ 
tempting to fcramble up it, which, with the approach of Fifdiei’s 
divifion, drove the guard away to the next baftion, called the 
Church-yard, from which they fired continually, but without order, 
as the divifion approached; and when near, alkcd quartci, which waa 
granted. 

Colonel Forde continued with r-ferv'c or the baftion of St. 
Jean, ifluing the necefiary orders, according to thr mports from both 
divifions. The prifoners as faft as taken were brought to him there, 
and he fent them, astfeycamc, down the breach, into t?ie ditch, 
wiiere they were guarded as well as the night permitted by a proper 
Voi. n. R r r 
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number of Sepoys, threatening at the point of bayonet to kill the 
firft that moved; but very few of them ventured any dilturbance. 
Tlie Rajah’s troops had for fome time begun their attack on the 
ravelin on the caufeway, and, if nothing more, with all the din am; 
clamour they could make; but the fire of the falfe attack witli Cap¬ 
tain Knox continually diminifiied ; as having begun earlier, they 
had expended moft of their ammunition, although, finding the ene¬ 
my prepared in this quarter, they only fired acrols without ven¬ 
turing to pafs the quagmire. However, this attack kept fome of the 
garnlon I rom the more material fervice againft the real, and the Ra¬ 
jah’s prevented the guard at the ravelin from returning into the fort 
which they ought to have done, as being of little ufe without the 
walls, whilft the body of the place was in inRant danger. But the 
reparation of the main attack into two divifions,' confounded the 
defence much more than the attacks without. Mr. Conflans, not 
knowing what to do, kept at his houfe near the Sound, continually 
receiving melfages magnifying the danger, and Rnding o.Jers which 
new reports continually induced him to contradia. 

The parade of the fort was under the baftioirof the great gate 
and as this is the ufual place of rendezvous on alarm, moft of the 
troops and officers who remained willing to continue the defence 
whether driven from their ports, or wanting immediate orders, re¬ 
paired hither, and had joined the guard of the bartion above, before 
Fdcher’s divifion was ready to advance from that of the church-yard. 
Near loo were aflcmbled, but their fire w'as ill direfted, beginning 
too early, before the divifion was fufficiently near, which pre- 
ferved theirs, and only giving that of the firrt platoon, ruftied on 
and foon cleared the b.irtion. FIfeher immediately fent down to lecure 
tlic gate below, which ffiut cm the troops on the ravelin, and prevent¬ 
ed the cfcape of any from within. Whilrt the divifion was gettinr 
into order to proceed a^aiu, oppe^-icd Captain Callender, no onekn. xi 
from whence, and taking the command, marched at their head to 
wards the next bartion, called the Pettah, from which came fcatter- 
ing rtiot, learcely more than one at a time, and the Jart that drop¬ 
ped, Ihot (’a)lender dead; inimediatcly after which the fire of the 

garrilbn 




XI. 


Ma SUL I PAT AM. 


garrlfon in all other parts of the fort ceafcd, and foon ^fter came a 
mcflage from Colonel Forde, ordering Fifcher’s divlfiou to ceafe like- 
vife, as Mr. Conflans had furrendered. He had feat a meflage to 
Colonel Forde, offering to capitulate on honourable terms; to which 
Forde anfwered, that he would give none, but at difcretion, nor 
even this, but would put every man to the fword, if the lead re- 
liftance continued from any part of the garrifon, and all did not 
immediately furrender themfelves prifoners. 

On the return of the officer, Mr. Conflans fent orders round for 
the troops to quit their arms, and repair to his quarters at the 
arfenal, which is a fpacious enclofure. As foon as all was quiet, the 
Englifh troops aflembled on the parade, under the badion of the 
gateway; and loo Europeans, with two guns, and two companies 
of Sepoys, were detached to remain on guard over the prilbncrs 
until the morning; when, whatfoever troops were at the ravelin, 
and the battery at the inlet, uid had itot efcaped, came into the fort, 
to become prifoners with the red of the garrifon. The whole number 
exceeded thofe to0rhom they had furrendered, being 500 Europ ans, 
of whom 100 were either offieers or inhabitants of bciter condition, 
and 2537 either Coffrecs, TopaHis, or Sepoys. Of the all’iilaits, 
22 Europeans wTre killed, amongd them the Captains Callende r .and 
Mollitorc, and 62 wounded. The Sepoys, who behawd with ctpnd 
gallantry as the Europeans, as well in the re al, as at the thlk attacks, 
had about 50 killed, and 150 wounded. The Rajah’s peojde like- 
wife fuffered more than was expeded from them ; but nothing iti 
projxtrtion to the Englifh troops. The fort wiis furnllhed with'i 
pieces of cannon, and abundance of military dotes. The phnuK i 
of other edeCls was likewife valuable: and all that was n. t nn r- 
chandize was given back to the prilbners ; half the rcll u'as divided 
u nongd the Englifh army, and tlie othe>- half referved for thcFU 
ajcordiJig to the promife they had rc '^ived. 

The improbability of the attempt avas the principal canfe , f it, 
fuccefs, for the garrifon from the beginning had ivg .rdv d liu u.g, 
with mockery, and, being in dally expeClion of tiie arriv.il of a body 
of troops which were coming by lea from PondJeh iry, had cim- 
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certed, that the army of obfervation, joined by thl^ reinforcement, 
and a great detachment, if not the whole of Salabadjing’s army, 
Ihould then furround and attack the Englilh army, which they te- 
prefented to themfelves as involved in impending and inevitable de- 
ftru^lion ; and indeed, if thefe efforts had been made by Salabadjing’s 
army, and the French troops abroad, without waiting for the rein¬ 
forcement, the Englifli army could not have kept their ground, fince 
the Rajah, with all his troops, would certainly have run away, and 
the enemy’s horfe, amongft whom were many Morattoes, would 
have cut off all provilions, and harrafled every motion : nor could 
they have made the embarkation, to elcape by lea, without abandon¬ 
ing all the ftores and artillery. 

The miniftry of Salabadjiug v’ere therefore not more furprized, 
than vexed, at the lofs of the place, becaufe, confeious that it might 
have been prevented by the; aftivity they had neglected to exert. 
They held councils with the French conmander of the aimy of ob- 
jfervation, and determined ftill to wait for the reinforcement; when 
they expelled at leafl to reduce the Englilh to c||npound for their 
retreat by the furrender of Mafulipatam. The Rajah Anunderauze, 
divining what might happen, propofed to return to his own country, 
as foon as the place was taken ; and Colonel horde, from utter 
contempt of his character, made no obje<fiions to his departure ; he 
marched away with all the Indian forces on the 12th, to regain the 
(iJodavcrl; and, by hafty marches, was, in two days, out of the 
reach of purfuit. 

Early in the morning of the 15th appeared two fliips, {landing 
into the road, under French colours. The commander of the 
Hardwicke, Samfbn, was embarking prifoners, of wliom 

he had already rectivf J 40 on board ; but his brother, who was the 
chief mate, immediately weighid, and got to windward of tJ^. 
ftrange fhips; on which, the )-..gvn; a>ithored in the road, as did th*, 
Hardwicke at a diltance ; but the other ftill plying up, the Hard- 
wickc v.'cighed again, as did the largeft fhip, and the wind having 
jLhanged, hotli of the enemy’s bore down, with a fair fail: in the 
mean time, Captain Samion, with eight gunners lent from the army, 
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got on board, and determining not to run, before he had tried the 
fwth of the Ihips, waited to exchange a broadfide, which difeover- 
in? them to be ftouter than his own, he again hauled the win , an 
working more dexteroufly got again out of their re^h, but con¬ 
tinued hr the offing. The two French (hips airchored again in the 
road, and in the night fent a catamaran, which they 
with them, on Ihorc, with letters to Mr: Conflans, fignifyu^, that 
they were the Harlem and Briftol from Pondicherry, with 300 
troops Europeans and Topaffes, befides the crews: they were the aid 
of which advices had been received before. No anfwer being re¬ 
turned, they fufpeaed the lofsof the place, and early the next morn¬ 
ing ft^od out again after the Hardwicke, which bore away for 
Beuffal, and before noon all three were out of light. 

The army of Salabadjing was at this tune within 15 miles of 
Mafulipatam ; and imagining, that the French ihips %wu return 
,0 land the troops, font forvatd tdl the Morattoes towarfs the (hotc. 
Colonel Horde, nbtwithftanding the great number of pnfoners winch 
were to be guarded, divided his force, and, leaving half m *e fot to 
take care oCthem, encamped with the other on the f round l^^e 1 ad 
occupied before. This countenance kept the Morattoes out ot c i - 
non-fhot, but they burnt and flew all around for Icveral days t when 
Llabadiing, feeing no probability of tetakpig iWiiUpatam began 
m treat m®:>rneft ; and Colonel Fotde went to has camp, and was re- 

Gclvcd with much attention* ^ 

But another motive of equal weight concurred to induce tl.n 
change in Salabadjing’s difpolitlon towards the tnglifli. borfin ac¬ 
count’of the affaflination of Mr. Bully’s Duan, ami of Nirama]^ 
Tht to Btampout, had reached Bengal before the de^rtute of he 
prrfent eapedition , and Clive, judging tna, the atiocny of the 
c,rv which Niiamally had committed woulJ carry his deteftation 
i 'the French nation beyond the reach or w ii.i of-.concihltiiu , 
wrote lottets to him, tequefting his afliftance -o .he «;'l' 

^olom-l Fotde in exterminating the French out of the - 

had difmembered from the foveteignty ot the Decaii. Colmicl Fo tc 
Ilifpatchcd theft kttets, witlt his cm. to the lame purport, ^.d Ni- 
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zamaliy had received them: whether they contributed to influence his 
immediate operations we are uncertain ; but as foon as he was certi¬ 
fied that Salabadjing was marching againft the Englifh army to 
Mafulipatam, he took the field with his own from Aurengabad, 
advancing towards Hyderabad, and giving out, that he intended to 
reform the adminiftration. The news of his intentions, which pre¬ 
ceded the advices of his march, alarmed Salabadjing for the prefer- 
vation of Hyderabad itfelf, and made him not only anxious to return 
thither as fbon as poflible, but defirous of being accompanied by a 
body of Englifh troops ; fearing, that if he entertained the French 
army of obfervatlon, all reconciliation with his brother Nizamally 
would be precluded. Neverthelefs the influence which the com¬ 
mander of thefe troops had gained over his brother Baflalutjung, 
who managed the mofl: important affairs of the government, de¬ 
layed the execution of his tnacy with Colonel Forde until the 12th 
of May, on which day it was figned, and delivered. 

The treaty confifted of four articles By the firll:; The whole 
territory dependant on Mafulipatam, with eight diftriiHrs, as well 
as die jurifdidlioii over the territory of Nizamapatam, with the 
diffridts of Codaver and Wacalmannar, were granted to the Englifh 
without the referve of fine or military fervice. By the fecond article, 
Salabadjing promifed to oblige the French troops, meaning the army 
of obfervation, to pafs the Kriftna in 15 days; nor, in future, to 
permit the nation to have any fettlement in the country of the Decan, 
which this treaty defines to be bounded on the foutli, by the Kriffna; 
nor to entertain any'French troops in liis fervice, nor to give diem 
afliftaijce, or ever call them again to Ills own. By tlie third, lie 
prohiifed not to call Anundcranze to account for w hatfoever he had 
colltdfcd out of the gov'^.nments belonging to the French, nor for 
the tributes of his own countries for the jirefent year; but he was 
hereafter to p-’y the fame for th m as had been paid by Vizeram 
rau/c, and the terher of Vizeiamrauze. If Annnderauze failed in 
rliis flipuhirion, Salabadjing was left free to treat him as he plerfed : 
but in all cnles was neidicr to aflhl, or glv<" protedhon to the 
enemies of the Engliffi; and hy the 4th article, the Englifh engage, 
u-'idler to affiff, or give protecliou to his. 1'h.c territory p; di^d to 
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tliG company extended 8o iTiiles along the lea, and 20 inland, and 
the revenues amounted to .400,000 rupees a 

As foon as thei treaty was figned, Salabadjing oftered Colonel 
Forde a diftria near Mafullpatam, as a jaghire or pen (ion for him- 
lelf^ if he would accompany him with part of the Englilh trodps 
againft his brother Nizamally. Colonel Forde, Avitli as much 
earneftnefs, requefted his affiftance to take or deftroy the French array 
of obfervation, who vzere encamped in the neighbourhood, avowedly 
under the protection of Baflaulet Jung. Neither fide had the lealb 
inclination to gratify the other, and Salabadjing bn the i8th 
marched away in much dilguft with the Englilh, to whom he had 
confirmed, without any reciprocal benefit, the moll: advantageous 
acquhition of its extent, they could wilh to gain, with tlie view of 
maintaining, on the whole coaft of Cor-Miiandcl from Ganjam to 
Cape Comorin. The body of Frenca troops crofied the Krifiua, 
but marched to the weft vard, in confequence of aflurances from 
Baflaulci-Jung to take them into his fervice, when he ftiould return 
from Hyderabad to his own government of Adoni. The Prefi- 
dency of Madrafs confidered Mafullpatam as dependant on their au¬ 
thority, and appointed h'lr. Andrews, with a council, to manage 
the revenue and trade : and Colonel Forde remained there with the 
troops, in expe»ftation of orders for his future proceedings from the 
Prefidency of Bengal. 



Mr. Laliy, with tlie French army, was in full march after the 
Engllfli, when he received the news at Trivatore that they had taken 
Conjeveram, on which he halted; but fent forw^ard the paitizan Lam¬ 
bert, with the body of troops he commanded apart from the- army, 
who’ ported themlelves feven miles trom 11.- Englilh, in the road to 
Arcot, in order to prevent the Incurfioas of their cavalry into thofb 
llftricbs ; bui the Englilh army h no intentica to " -age a country 
they intended to recover. Lambert’s partj' confi led of 300 either 
’lopt.lfcs or Europeans, unfit for the regular battalions, about jCo 
Sf^poys, and 200 ho.fe. I'hey had been detached whilft the two 
armies fome time Ix^fore were facing one another at Conjeveram, to 
/'-♦•ahat'- n Kiftn';rovv. the’ Killidar of Phiagar, the ravages lie 

had 


2 





1759- 
*—„—• 

Aii-il. 


The Wa?. of Coromandel. 
had committed in the adjacencies of Pondicherry, and to retake the 
torts which he and Mahomed Iflbof had reduced whilft the French 
armv were preparing on the other tide of the Paliar, to attack 
Madrafs. In the middle of March, he fet down before Eiavana- 
fore, which Kiftiiarow, leaving his rock of Thiagar, refolyed to 
detend in perfon; continual Ikirmiflies palled between them for 
ten days, when Lambert, feeing no probability of taking the 
place with battering cannon, of which he had nine, marched 
away, and fet down before Trivatore ; where llkewile Were Ibme 
Sepoys left by Mahomed Iflbof, and fome of Kiftnarow’s, who were 
very near furrendering, wdien Lambert, with his whole detach¬ 
ment, was recalled to the main army ; w'hich on the 19th advanced 
to Covrepauk, where they took up their quarters, flill keeping 
Lambert’s party betweer. •’hem and the Englilh, which continued 
at Cojijeveram, and threw up redoubts in their front, and on their 
flanks. 

Soon after the detachment of Gropaulrow’s Morattoes had taken 
pofleflion of Tripetti, he received orders from Balagerow at Poni, 
.to return and join him there without delay; left he Ihould be 
flopped by the floods of the Kriftna, which fwelis in May. He ac¬ 
cordingly recalled all his parties, excepting a fmall detachment 
left to guard Tripetti, under the command of an officer named 
Narrain Sauflry, and the main body marched away from the pafles 
of Damalchcrri, In the beginning of April. At the fame time, 
Abdulwahab, the Nabob’s brother, was permitted to return, with 
his tr<x)ps, to Chandergerry ; from whence he fent them againft 
I’ripettv, of wliich they got pofleflion after a flight refijflance ; 
he then requefted the Prefidencv grant him the farm of the pa¬ 
goda ; but as his raid', exempted him from controul, the Prefi- 
dency let it to the fame renters as were holding it when taken by 
the Froncli, \jj whom they i ..d hkavife been continved in the' 
management. 

I’hrec compatiies of Sepoys lent from Tritchinopoly joined Kldna- 
row ffX)n after Lambert’s party was recalled from th.^fbuth, with wild n 
imd his OW'D troops Kiftnarow immediately took the ftt-M again, ani 
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favaged as far as Trlvadl, withiu 14 miles of Poiidlchcny, and 
from thence to Cuddalorc, where, fiiice the redudlion of Fort St. 
David^ the French kept a garrifbn. Some bad troops were lent 
from both, and the adjacent diftridts, to oppofe him, and having 
amongft them 30 Europeans, and he none, excepting the ferjeauts 
of the Sepoys, the enemy attacked him with confidence, and were 
decifively beaten. Ten of their Europeans, and a gieat number of 
their country troops, were killed. Of the Englifli Sepoys 30, and 
nine of Kiftnarow’s people; but the enemy left behind them 
three pieces of cannon, a tumbril, and 30 barrels of ammunition, 
which he carried away in triumph to Thiagar; and from thence 
fent back the Englifh Sepoys to Trltchinopoly. Tliis fuccefs was 
gained in the beginning of May. 

A few days after the reduftion of Co-.jt veranv Intelligence was 
received, that the garrifon of Sepoys at Palamcotah, In die country 
of Tinivelly, had ventured to ftand an engagement in tlie field 
againft Maphuze Khan and the Pulitaver, joined by moft of the other 
Polygars, and, although the enemy quitted the field, fo many of 
the Sepoys were killed and wounded, that the garrifon could no 
1 >nger appear out of the fort. It had before been refolved to fend 
Mahomed Iflbof into the fouthern countries, as foon as the army in 
the field could be diminifhed without rlfque ; of which, the cauti(Mi 
of the French army at Covrepauk to avoid even the chance of Ikii- 
nfifhes, and the departure of the Morattoes wnth Gopaulrow, who 
might ’have joined them, no longer left any apprehenfions. I'lie 
troops of Tanjore and Tondiman were therefore ordered to return, 
with Mahomed Iflbof’s detachment, and the whole body, were to pals 
by Vicravandi and Trivadi, in ord-" aflift Kiftnaro\^- in ravaging 
the Frencli diftr-fts in the way. They fet ou. together on the 26th 

April; the detachment with Mahomed Ifi^aof was fix companies 

Sepoys- 60 of the horfe, oi. of the European gunners he 
brough* with him, and two field*pleces i -tie l anjoiinc.s wcic. 3''''^ 
horf , and Tondiman’s boops 250, with 1100 colleiies. After die 
f.vfi k-y’s mavch, '.he troops of Tanjon. wid I'onrlimaif* dcchri d 

th(v would no-, expoib thejnfclves t 9 the rifque i f paiTmg tluougl. 
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the enemy’s diftridls, nor of crolUng the Colcroon near them. Ma¬ 
homed Iflbof, impatient, to arrive at his deftination, yielded to, if 
he did not fuggeft, their repugnance, and confented to go the way 
they chofe. Accordingly, they all quitted the ftreight road to the 
louth, and ftriking to the weff, pafled by Arnee, and entered the 
mountains about nine miles Ibuth of Velore: then continuing 
along the Valley of Vaniambady, they came out at another pafs 
near Tricalorc, and burning feven or eight villages under that fort 
which were held by the FreiKh renters, they arrived at Thiagar 
on the 8th of May, where Klftnarow was returned from his ex- 
curfion toTrivadi. The Tanjorines and Tondimans, thinking the 
reft of the country from Tliiagar fafe, proceeded home more like 
travellers than troops : but Mahomed Iftbof’s detachment marched 
on in regular order to T-hchinopoly, where they arrived on the 
14th ; and, on the 16th, liaving taken leave of the Nabob, he con¬ 
tinued his march to Madura. 

Nothing could teftify more confKloncc than the diftniflion of 
fuch a number of troops in the face of the enemy. Their diftrefles 
for every kind of fupply, and for want even of their pay, after they 
arrived at Covrepauk, deterred Mr. J^ally from trufllng their good¬ 
will in action, until he could fatisfy their complaints. For this- 
purpofe, lie went to Arcot, and, having deteded various frauds in 
the management of the Amuldar or renter, who farmed the diftrl£ls, 
fined him 40,000 rupees ; and he received / 0,000 from Mortixally 
of Velore, with th ? prcmlfe of f 'vne provifu)ns, to refrain from 
mokfting his domain. But before lie had procured thefe aids, lie 
reedvod news, that the EngHlIi fquadron, coufiftiiig of nine fall of 
the line, and three frigates, arrived on the 28th of April at 
Neg.ipatam, from B<".nnay. Their appearance, wh.ilft the French 
army was it luch a diftance, alarmed the garrifon at Karical, and 
t'. tn Pe.ulie't.ei••y itfi-If; but r ^ M*" ‘ ally, who, on th > contrary 
tliought it requihfe to liiew better coun cnance, and, bavin,.’' t'atjs- 
fed ivonutiiatc vv:uts wiili the money he. had obtained, iniu bed 
en the May with tlic whole army froifi Covrepauk, and in- 
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camped the ueKt day at Balchitty’s Choultry, fcveii miles to the 
weft of Conjeveram- The fituatlon they chofe was ftrong, and 
the country being quite level, the advanced guards of the two 

armies were in light of each other. 

Ati exchange of prifoners had been fome time before agreed on, 
and 100 of thofe taken at Fort. St. David arrived at Chinglapctt 
from Pondicherry on the 6th, which enabled the prefidency of Ma- 
drafs to reinforce their army with that number, although of other 
Europeans ; but the French could not Immediately receive an equal 
advantage, becaufe their prifoners w-ere releafed from Tntchinopoly, 
and had to march from thence to Pondicherry. Colonel Brereton fell 
at this time dang«roufly ill, and with much regret was ob iged to be 
carried into Madrafs, when tlie command devoked to Colonel Mon- 
fon the next officer in the king’s regimen'•..w'ho immediately made 
preparations, and on three lucceflive days, from the lath to the 
i cth, drew the army out of the lines, offering the enemy battle m 
the plain ; but the ground of their encampment was too fti ong to 
be attacked by an equal force. By this tune, the rcfourccs of money 
and provifions which Mr. Daily had lately procured were nearly ex- 
haufted, and the foldiery renewed their complaints, which molt ot 
the officers, from pcrfonal hatred to himfelf, wore little lohcltous 
to reprefs.. Knowing their dlfcontcnt, he would not ventiuc the 
battle he otherwife wilhed, (for he W'as always brave and impetuouh, 
and had 2000 Europeans in the field,) lx tore he had tried how' tar 
their prejudices might Influence their duty: and made feverul mo¬ 
tions, tending to no great confequcncc, w'hich convinced him, that, 
in their prefent mood, they would not fight with ardour under lus 
command. The Englith army, ig-iorant of the motives, were much 
furprized to fee the whole of the Frcacii quirting tlu .r encamp¬ 
ment on the 15th, and in March towards I'livatoic. !■ rom iicncc 

.ley were liipofed into differ nt »-onmonrs. Pai.-.. were lent to 
Arcot, Covrepauk, and Carmgoly, 200 Etw. 'iX.uis to Chittapct, .^oo 
with the field artillery fj Vaadhvalh; 1200, wltli 100 European 
ho Ic, marched to rondichorry, whither Mr. Dally likewiU 
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refoved not to meet the Engllfh again in force, until the arrival of 
the french fquadron, which was daUy expeaed with reinforcements. 
On the 28th, the Englilh army was diftributed into cantonments 
at Chinglapett, Conjeverara, Tri-Permadore, andMuflewack, which 
with the forts of Pondamalce and Tripaffore, formed a barrier ^om 
the river Pahar to Pulicate. The French had fome time before 

withdrawn their troops from Sadrafs, and reftored the fort and town 
to the Dutch. 

Thus ended this campaign^fter it had lafted too days, during 
which of 8 or 10,000 men i^tms, not five were killed. But the 
principal objea^nf both fides was to proted their refpedive territory 
and not to rifque m engagement without pofitive advantage, wliich 
neither gave. <1%. . ° 

Mr. Daily carriei^ith him '0 Pondichery more refentment than 
ever againft the governor, the councU, and all who were employed 
m the civil admmiftration of the company’s affairs; imputing to 
their malverfations all the obftacles and impediments which ob- 
uruded the fuccefs of his arms. The council, he alledged, received 
prefents from the renters of all the diftrlds, who, emboldened by 
the knowledge of their peculations, continually evaded the regular 
payments, or infiAed on remifiions in the terms of their leafes- and 
whUftthe puWic treafurywas thus difappoiated or defrauded of its 
incomes, its ifTues he infilled were fquandered with equal prodiga- 
hty, becaufe the council and their dependants held lliares in all fhe 
lupphes for the pubhe fervice, whether in the camp or city. Some¬ 
thing of tiiefe accufations might be true ; but Mr. De Leyrit the 
governor, was a man of dillinguilhed moderation and equity •’ and 
other members of the council w.-c likewife men of worth, fuperior 
to luch pradices; but ..a who were not, Iheittred their own cha 
riders under the public dilbelicf of the calumnies agaui^ thofe wh 
were giiikle.'o -ftbe delinquent''., hn. ired to them ; ai>.‘ al] know 
mg Mr. Daily’s avcu»,:. to Mr. Bully, who had remained ill at 
Pondicherry fince the fiege of Madi ifs, p,-d particular court te his- 
perloii and charader, and continually exprellea :hcir rearcts at hr- 
*nUilcretu>u ot the miniftry in France appointing M. Dally to t 
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fupreme command in India, when they had It in their power to 
have employed an officer of fuch approved and ruccefsful fervices as 
Mr. Bufly. 

As loon as the main body of the French army arrived at Pondi- 
che^, 6o Europeans were fent to Karical; agalnft which place, 
from its diftance and fituation on the fea-fhore, although a regular 
fortification, Mr. Lally always apprehended a defcent from the Eng- 
lifh fquadron. Another party was prepared to attack Kiftnarow, 
v/hofe ravages had greatly impaired the revenues expefted from the 
adjacent diftrids; but did not take the field until the 24th, which 
gave time to Captain Jofeph Smith, at Tritchinopoly, to fend three 
companies of Sepoys, under the command ofHunterman, the ler- 
jeant-major of the garrifon, who arrived at Thiagar before the 
French party; which thereupon returned to Trivadi: where they 
remained waiting for detachments until they were jftrengthened to 
200 Europeans, 1500 Sepoys, 40 huflars, 500 black horfe, and 
eight guns, and were likewife joined by the matchlocks and peons 
of the French diftrifts • when, by forced marches they fuddenly in- 
vefted Elavanafore on the 5th of July ; and took it by aliault on the 
iith. Kiftnarow himfelf was in Thiagar; his gallantry, and the 
importance of the place, which protected all the diftrirts louthward 
towards Tritchinopoly, determined Captain Smith to make an efibrt 
for their prefervation, which the ftrength of his garrifon could 
ill afford. Forty Europeans, with three guns, and fix companies 
of Sepoys, marched under the command of Lieutenant Raillard, a 
Swifs, and before they reached Volcondah were joined by looo 
horfe, which the Nabob had levied fince his arrival at Tritchinopoly, 
intending to employ them in the ?''^idura and Tinivelly countries, 
which he expected would have been left to hi& management. Kilf- 
mw, on hearing of the march of Raillard’s detachment, came out 

I'hiagar Avitii all his horle ’ f'me Sepoys, in the night of 
.It 12th. and the next day joined him at Volcondah. Scijeant 
Hunte’man, with the rel> ■,( the three companies of Sepoys he had 
fcrought, and what Coot Kiftnarow ufually kept in Thiagar, re¬ 
mained to defend until his return with the reinforcement. At 

break 





The War of Coromandel. 
break of day on the 14th, the whole body of the French troops, 
now commanded *by the Vifcount Fumel, who had made- a forced 
march in the night frpm Elavanafore, appeared before the pettah at 
the bottom of the rock, and invefiing it on every fide on themlain, 
brought two guns againft the two oppofite gates on the no^ and 
I'outh, and difpofed two parties to efcalade in other places. 'The 
fight was every where fliarp ; both the efcalades and the attack bn 
the north gate-avcre repulfed ; but after two hours, the enemy forced 
the other, and brought their guns into the town, and Hunterman, 
flill unwilling to give up, had nearly been cut off in his retreat to 
the gateway of the paflage leading up to the fort above, which he 
however gained, having loll one third of his Sepoys ; but the enemy 
more, having 200 of theirs, anc thirty Europeans, killed and wound¬ 
ed. They had fcarcely dUpnfed- their guards, when their fcouts 
brought word, that the troops with Ralliard and Kiflnarow were 
approaching, and were within a few miles ; on which, Fumel, with 
the impctuofity of liis nation on fuccefs, marched out with moft of 
the troops, but without the field-pieces; and met the Englifli, who 
were advancing fall: on the plain within two miles from the fort. 
Ralliard, tiilnklng the advantage of his two field-pieces greater than 
it really was, halted his line to cannonade, which the enemy flood; 
and, inflcad of coming on as Ralliard expeded, waited till their 
ov. n, which were five, came up, when they fired amoiigfl the Na¬ 
bob’s cavalry, and knocked down fevcral; on which the whole of 
this daftardly body went off, and left the infantry unflanked. Ral¬ 
liard and Kiftnarow were in this inflant riding towards the cavalry, 
to lead them up to the enemy’s; and, hurried by vexation, followed 
in hojjcs of rallying them, aiu^ left the uifantry without command ; 
ag ill)fl whom the ^.icmy, feeing the h^rfe going oil, advanced to 
the pufli of bayonet. There was.- not far in the rear of the Engl' 
hue, a \ iliagp, in which tlic '1 the ammunition and the ll. 

•were waiting; and tlie ppmntfs, tin. king it a lafe flatioi. to lecu; 
tlic fi( Id-pieces, turned, and bcg ui to d..''V them oif as fall ns they 
could, thinking they fliould be covered !<y r... tefl of the iutantry f 
wlio, confufed by thefe various appearanees of terre’’ hi others, took 
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panic themfclvcs, and broke, before the enemy’s Europeans were at 
their breafts ; and all inftantly fell under the iabres of tlieir black 
cavalry : meanwhile the exhortations of Ralliard and KiRnarow were 
vain to retain the Nabob’s, who went off on the full gallop in the 
i'oadt^ Tritchinopoly. All the Europeans were killed, or made pri- 
foners: all the Sepoys threw down their arms, and fuflcrcd more, 
as the enemy did not think them worth taking, and only 200 of them, 
got back to Tritchinopoly, Kiftnarow, feeing all loft, followed the 
Nabob’s cavalry; Ralliard rode back to the enemy, dlfcxiargcd his 
piftols at the firft he met, and then galloped out of their i < ach. He 
was afterwards found dead five miles from the Jicld of affion ; his 
head and breaftbruifed with violent ftrokes of his piftol, under wliich 
he is fuppofed, as he had neither ca tridges nor fword, to ha\ e ex¬ 
pired, and to have infli>ftcd this fcvxrc, but ncedkas execution o:r 
himfelf,. to avoid the dilgrace of his defeat. The entmv returned to 
Thiagar, and fummoned Kiftnarow’s officer In the upper fort to fur- 
render, who, encouraged by Serjeant Hunterman, refuled; which, 
obliged them to fend toChittapet and Vandiwaffi, for three mortars,, 
and more Europeans. They fired and bombarded the rock until the 
25th; wdien Hunterman, having ucarN expended all the ammuni¬ 
tion, capitulated to 600 Europeans, and obraln<-d honoiiral)lc terms 
for the whole gartifon, Kiftnarow’s people as-well as the Eiiglifh 
Sepoys; all behig permitted to march away with their arms, their 
perfons without fearch, their baggage on oxen, and under an cfcort 
of French troops to the diftance they chofe: the artlllerv only ex¬ 
cepted. The gallantry of Hunterman was rewarded with an cn- 
finn’s commiffion. 

O 

Nothing of confequence had paRM between the two armies f:ncc 
they went into cantonments, except reciprocal cxcurfions of fmall 
■ '•ties to drive off cattle, of which tlie Englifh colli ded 5 or 6 nco.. 

: French .gairifbn rn the for' of ■'"ot coufifted of ihiropcans 
.d fix companies of Sepoys ; and being as ill paid a.? tfiu reft i ' le 
croops, che Sepovs made p erturcs to Colonel NTeiifon, p'« U'l g 
to deliver up the fort f . a reward in money. At th<'. tmie linn , ri.e 
Rellidar of Covrf in which were only ten Europi an.., an.! !i.. 
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of Tiinery, who had none, offered likewife to fell their forts. Ti- 
mery, from its diftance, was not deemed worch the purchale ; but 
the reputation of Arcot, and the communication with it by Covre- 
pauk, induced the prefidency to accept the terms of thefe forts, al¬ 
though coftly. But the Sepoys at Arcot, when the day of elocu¬ 
tion approached, confefled that they could not fucceed ; and a few 
days after 200 Europeans were fent into the fort from Vandiwafh, 
but not, as it feemed, from any fufpicion of the plot. However, 
their march flopped the bargain with Covrepauk. • 

Narrain Saullry, the Morattoe officer, whom Abdulwahad had 
driven from Tripetty, took up his refidence in Carcambaddy, a 
town in the hills, 15 miles diftant, belonging to a petty Polygar, fub- 
]c€t to a greater called the Math ver, with whofe affiftance he raifed 
forces, moflly fuch as were to be found in thofe wilds ; and in the 
night of the 30th of June, by a bye-path in the mountain of Tri- 
petty, got polieffion of the temple on the fummit. The troops 
maintained by the renter, and two companies of Sepoys with Enfign 
Wilcox, were in the town below, which commands the ufual path 
of the pilgrims to the pagoda. Narrain Saullry therefore waited for 
another force, which the Matlaver was to fend ; when one from the 
rock, and the other from the plain, were to furprize the town. 
They accordingly made the attack on the 9th of July at four in the 
morning ; and, after Ikirmilhing an hour, were beaten off, with the 
lofs of 20 men killed and wounded; but the Morattoes Hill kept 
polfcffion of tlie psgoda. A few days after, the town was rein¬ 
forced by the prelidcncy of Madrrifs, with three companies of Sepoys, 
15 Europeans, and a fmall gun. None but Indians, and they of 
tlje better calls, arc permitted to :.fcend the hill on which the j>agoda 
ilands; for the Bra'TiIns pretend, that if the fui imit Ihould be 
trodden by forbidden feet, all the virtue of the pagoda in the n 
million of lins would be loll, u»’'ai. ’d by an immenfc purificatioi 
Not appiizcd of this creed, the Sepoys 'cut by the pretiden('y \vere. 
as ufua! a mixture of Mahomedans and v.. ''>115 calls of Indians, lb 
that out of the fix hundred, only 80 were wou.’ y to mount to the 
iiflault; and the Europeans were utterly excluder,' The renter 
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neverthelefs, with the 8o Sepoys, aod his peons and matchlocks, 
in all not exceeding 500 men, ventured to attack the enemy in pof- 
feffion of the pagoda, and was repulfed with lofs; but the blood fhed 
in the attack did not unfanftify the pagoda. 

Ill the latter part of June, three of the ufual lliips arrived from 
England, with 200 recruits, font by the Company; and brought 
intelligence, that the 84th regiment of 1000 men, in the king’s 
fervice, were coming in other Ihips, under the command of Lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel Coote, the fame officer whom we have fecii ferving 
in Beno-al with the rank of major ; he was appointed to the com¬ 
mand of the Company’s troops in Bengal; but with permiffion to 
flop and ferve with his regiment, if more necefliiry, on the coaft of 
Coromandel. The fatisfadion arifiig from this intelligence was in 
ftmc meafure impaired by a refolurion of the Court of D.teaots; 
who da7zled by the wealth acquired in Bengal from the revolution ot 
Piaffy and by reprefentations of its fufficiency to lupply their other 
prefidencies, had determined to fend no more treafure to any of them 
until the year 1760 ; but for every reafori this intelligence was kept 

within the council. • 1 r 

At this time likewife, 200 Engliffi pnloners were received from 

Pondichetty, in exchange fot the fame number of French releafed 
at Tritchinopoly : but more tlian one half ot the Eiighlh were fea- 
men taken in the frigates fttanded at St. David’s, and other vcflcls; 
who’were immediately fent away to the fquadron, which vyas ctum- 
ing to the fouthwatd. However, thefe additions to the army enabled 
the Prefidency to extend their attention to objeas they had been 
obliged to ne'glea, in order to make head m the adjacencies of 
Madtafs; and 90 Europeans, of whom 20 were invalids, and the 
others not the hcH men, were fent to 1 ti.chinopoly, proceeding by 
fca to Negapatam, and from thence through the country of 

’'"Xk companies of Sep ,ys had been fent to bring avv^y as many 

of the French prifonrr as they could guard horn Maluhpatain. 

As the fea was ad-.rie, they marched by land, .and were loineil on 

tH toad by 1 vo hotft of Naxeahutla’s, from Nclotc. Tlity atmi d at 
I c rurtu a/jr vw ^ t t M.ihiliintam 
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Mafulipatam on the ift of June, and on the 15th began their marchr 
back with 200 of the prifoners ; but on the 3d day were recalled by 
Colonel Forde, in confequenee of intelligence which threatened 
their farther progrefs with danger. 

The Subah Salabadjing, on his return from Mafulipatam, halted 
within four days of Hyderabad, and commenced a negotiation with 
his brother Nizamally. An interview enfued, which was followed 
by a reconciliation, and concluded by the fcftoration of NIzamalljr 
to the fame extenfive powers in the government of the Decan, 
which had excited the apprchenfions of Mr. Bufly, and the mortal 
hatred of both to each otlier, in- the beginning of the preced¬ 
ing year. This revolution in the adminiftration deprived Baf- 
hiulet Jung, the other brother, of'all his power; which had been con- 
fiderable as Duan, and little controled by the indolence of Sala- 
badjing. He therefore marched away in feerning difguff with his 
brothers ; but with mofl againft the ablef:; and took with him the 
troops which had formed Conflaiis’ army ofobfer\'ation. They w'cre 
200 Europeans, and the 2000 Sepoys under the corrfniTind of Zul-!- 
facar Jung ; his own were 1500 good horfe, and 5000 foot of va? 
rious forts, with a train of heavy artillery. They recrofled the 
Kriftna, fummoning acknowledgements, and plundering the coun-r 
try; and when Bonjour’s detachment, fet out from Mafulipatam, 
were arrived at Condavire, within 50 miles of the road.of his march. 
From hence, Bafl'aulut Jung, and his principal officers, fent forward 
threatening letter'^ to Nazcabnlla at Nelore, and the three greater 
Polygars, as well as all the lefier ones along the Pennar, ordering 
them to account for their fbares of the tribute with the arrears, due 
to the throne tlirough tlic official’*^, ot the Subah of the Decan, 
by whom Baffimlct Jung pretended he was commiffiot>ed to call them 
to account; aitd, as a more effeflual terror, gave out, that he fhould 
pafs througl- t*’*ir countries, in ''I'dei ‘"o join the French at Arcot 
'rhe flilc of his letters, and flill more his approach, hsd deterred 
ISfazeabulla,, as, well as the northern Polyg. ••s, from giving any affifr 
tJ»n(;c to the JiingHih in recovering the iriv, ’utain of Tripetti; 
although all applied to. Madrafs for affiftance to dei>... d tliemfelves. 
This confJernation was flrong, when the renter was repwlfed in the 
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attack of the mountain ; and, on the news of his ill fuccefs, 200 
of the black horfe, with three companies of Sepoys, were lent from 
the army at Conjeveram to Trlpafforc, where they would be in 
readiaefs either to fuccour the renter, Nazeabullah, the Polygars, or 
to march on to join Bonjour’s detachment, if returning. But this party 
was fcarcely arrived at Tripallbre, when the prefidency received uitell;- 
gence from Enfign Wilcox, that a detachment of Europeans, Sepoys, 
tnd horfe, fent from Arcotto Narrain Sauftry, were marching round 
the hills, in order to attack the troops in the town of Tripetti; which 
if they Ihould take, the revenues of the approaching feali in September 
would be loft, and the recovery of the pagoda, refiftcd by French 
troops, rendered hereafter much more difficult; whoi'cas, in the pre- 

fent ftate, Narrain Sauftry in pofeffion of the mountain, and the 

Engliffi of the town, neitlier at leaft could get any tiling, excepting 
by a compromife. The importance of this olijeift, and of the other 
concerns in this quarter, determined the prefidency to fend Major 
Calliaud, with.300 Europeans and 300 Sepoys. They arrived at 

Tripetti on the 8th of July ; but, as before, the rcmtoremient of 
Sepoys furnilhed few of the right fort to attack the mountain. ^ Cal- 
baud therefore marched with the Euiopcans, lour companies of 
Sepoys, and two guns, againft Carcambaddy, the way over hil s and 
vallics, covered with wood, but inhabited by a people fit only for. 
Ikulking attacks, although of no contemptible caft, being entitled 
to the pagoda of Tripetti. They fired continually trom the thickets 
and covers, and killed and wounded fcveral of the line before tlicy 
forced the firft barrier. At the fecond. Major Calliaud with much 
difficulty got one of the guns upon a rock, which flanked thebarnei, 
and the firft difeharge, loadeci . fith grape, killed the Polygar and 
fcveral of his men, after which the detachn-ent mot no farther leiil- 
tance. They were feven hours gaining their way, and arrived at three 
in the afteViioon at thePolyga s to-m ; which taey abandonee, 

burnt it down, and deftre ed the aujoining plantations.. The next 

daythey returned to Trir.ttl, and Calliaud thinking the enemy m 

the mountain would oe as much dlfcouragcd, as the renter s people 
were elated b- axis fuccefs, fent all the fit men of his Sepoys, wlu>. 
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with the renter’s, did not exceed fix hundred, although Narrain 
Sauftry had twice as many, to attack the pagcda again ; which the 
enemv, after fkirmilhing three hours, abandoned, and all ran away 
to take Ihelter in the hills of Matlaver. Four of the renter’s men 
were killed, and 20 wounded. Eveiy thing bemg thus quieted in 
the neighbourhood, and no farther tidings of the French party 
from Arcot, Calliaud fet out on his return on the i8th with all 
the troops he had brought, excepting ten Europeans, whom he left 
with Wilcox. 

No party of Europeans had marched from Arcot againft Tripetti, 
and the report arofe from the plundering excurfion of fome Sepoys 
and horfe in the Ikirts of Bomcrauze’s country, to fecond a demand 
they were making on him ot 60,000 rupees. Neverthelefs the * 
advices were fo intircly credited at Madrafs, that Colonel Brereton, 
without waiting to advife with the council, ordered Major Monfon 
to move the army from^ Conjeveram towards Arcot, as nearer to 
fuccour whatfoever the enemy might intend to diftrefs. They 
marched on the 5th ; and on the 7th in the mornmg appeared be¬ 
fore Covrepauk, with two 18 and two 12 pounders. This fort is 
faiall, but well-built of ftone, and has a wet ditch, which was in 
good order. Colonel Monfon fummoned the officer, more according 
to form, than liis own expearation of the anfwer he received, which 
was, that, if the garrlfon, whites and blacks, were permitted to 
retire to Arcot, the foldiers with their knapfacks, and the officers, 
with their effefts, the gate fliould be immediately delivered : the ca¬ 
pitulation was tranlaAcd and concluded in lets than an hour.. This 
eafy fuccefs, for the fort was worthy of breach, gave hopes that the 
French gartlfon of Arcot w'ould «' .c malie all the defence they 
might; and as the fituatlon was equally near to Tripetti, the army 
advanced, and arrivcu in the city on the pth. The garnion ffiewed. 
gocMl couute'...!V'e, and their n!Lil''^rv- 'as fo fupeiior, that nothing 
could be done, until tlie Engl lh army were lupplit d with a train 
from Madrafs, htfoic which t’ e gii-at; ft j rt of the French army 
might arrive from tlieir diilerent cantonments .' the relief of Arcot; 
andfor this leaf )n, Major Menfon, before he rcccn :d the orders ot 
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the prefidency. marched back to Conjeyeram ; but left 400 Euro¬ 
peans of the Company’s troops in Govrepauk, which fecured the re¬ 
venues of the country between thefe two ftations. 

Mr. Pococke, waiting for the arrival of tlie French fquadron, had 
continued with his own to windward of Pondicherry, moftly at 
Negapatam, wltere they were plentifully fupplied with cattle by 
Captain Jofeph Smith at Tritchinopoly,. who caufed them to be 
driven to the fea-coaft, out of the obfervation of the king of Tanjore. 
In the end of June, a Danifhveflel arriving atTranquebar, reported, 
that 12 fail of French (hips were in the bay of Trincanomaly in 
Ceylon ; on w'hich, the whole fquadron weighed on the 30th, and 
on the 3d of July came off the mouth of that harbour; where 
they neither faw, nor gained any tidings of, the French fhips. Mr. 
Pococke then cruized off the Fryar’s Hood, the n.e. headland of 
the ifland, which all veflels coming to the coaft of Coromandel 
at this feafon endeavour to make, and, in this hation, met five of the 
expeded Ihips from England, with- the firft divifion of Coote’s regi¬ 
ment, with which he returned, and anchored on the 30th at Nega¬ 
patam ; keeping them in company until the provifions and ftores 
they had brought for the ufe of his fquadron were taken out. 'I'hc 
prefidency received advices of their arrival on the 5th ot Auguft, and 
notwithftanding the various wants of men at this time for defence 
and attack on Ihore,. requeflcd Mr. Pococke to detain the troops, to 
ferve with him in the expefted engagement with the French fqua¬ 
dron. Several advices, had lately been received, that the Dutcl) go¬ 
vernment of Batavia, their capital in the Eaft-Indies, were preparing 
an armament, which was to fail to the bay of Bengal; and on the 
8th fix flilps arrived at Neg^^..-im, having left anotlier in the bay 
of Trincanomaly. They had on board 500 European foldicrs, and: 
1500 difciplined Malays, with abundance of military (lores. Various 
reports and conjeftures were f .med of the dtfl.nation c *- tins torce. 
Tlie Dutch themfelves gave out, that it was cbieHy intended to re¬ 
inforce their garrilbns on 'iie coaft ; and their unarowed cinifiai ie's 
reported, that the w'..ole were toafl as auxiliaries to the Englifh 
ayainft the Frer.ii on the Coaft of Coromandel. Mr. Pococke kneu 
■ ' how 
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hov/ imiCh the military force in Bengal had been dlminilhed by the 
expedition to JMalulipatam, and might ihfter In the ufual mortality of 
the climate; and reafonlng from the antipathy of the Dutch govern¬ 
ment to the great fuccefles and power which the Englilh had lately ac¬ 
quired in Bengal, fufpeilfedthat the armament he^faw was principally 
intended to reduce their influence in that country; and, with the 
fpiiit of eonfiderate gallantry, and zeal for the general fuccefs of the 
public fervice, which on all occalions diftinguiflied his command, 
fent all the troops to Madrafs, recommending, that a part of them 
might be immediately forwarded to Bengal. They were all landed 
by tlie 25th, and marched in ditferent parties, as foon as refrelhed, to 
the main body at Conjeveram, where Colonel Brereton, having reco¬ 
vered from his illnefs, again too’c the command. 

A few days after the return of Major Calliaud from Tripetti, the 
Polygar ofCarcambaddy with his own, and a number of the Mat- 
lavcr’s people, began to repair the town , on which Enfign Wilcox 
marched with the 25 Europeans, joo of the Sepoys, and an iron 
tliiee-pounder. They were galled the whole way, and obliged to 
force the three barriers in the path ; and when they came to the 
open fpot of the town, where they expelled no reflflance, met the 
mofl, by a continual fire from the thickets round. Wilcox never- 
tlielefs perfifted, and, being aimed at, received at once three mulket- 
balls, and was mortally wounded. On which the troops put him 
into a dooley, and retreated, likewife bringing off the gun. The 
enemy did not follow them earnertly ; fo that the lofs was only three 
Europeans killed, and 14 Sepoys wounded. 

The French party of Sepoys aiul black horle from Arcot, had been 
b'^aten back by Bomerauze’s peop’ and lay at Lallapet, near the 
mountains, to miles n. w. of Arcot, waiting an opportunity of renew¬ 
ing their incurfion ; but were beaten up there on the 26th, by 
three comr.mics of Sepoys, and tm ops of the renter of Covrepauk, 
tent by Captain Wood, who comniari ^ed in the fort. The enemy 
fled at tlie firfl: fire, leaving po mulkets, ’’nd 17 horfes, and the Se¬ 
poys remained to guard the nearefl: pals leacin.g from Lallapet into 
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Ballaulet Jung, with his army, had, in this while, continued his 
marcli from Condavir to the fouth, and, having palled Ongole, at¬ 
tacked the fort of Pollore, about 30. miles to the north of Nelore 
and the river Pennar, which, althoughout of the country ofDamerla- 
Venkytapah-naigue, was of his dependance. This fuccefs encreafed 
the fright of all the three polygars, and of Nazeabulla in Nelore; 
and all renewed their applications to Madrafs-for immediate affifb- 
ance, and the Tripetty renter was fully perfuaded, that Baflaulst Jung 
intended to get poffeflion of the pagoda, before the great feaft, which 
begins in the middle of September, and generally produces 20,000!. ; 
and it was known, that Baffaulet Jung was in ftri^t correfpondence 
with Pondicherry. 

To thefe alarms on die north of ‘he province, were added others 
in the fouth. The detachment with Fumel which had taken Thia- 
gar had advanced as far as Volcondah, where, after many threats 
and meflages, they had frightened the Kellidar out of 60,000 rupees; 
and, during the negociation, their horfe plundered as far as the 
ftreip-hts of Utatoor. It was then reported, thatFurncl intended to 
advance with the whole, and take poffeflion of the iflaiul of Scring- 
ham, which would give them .all the country between Thiagar and 
Tritchinopoly. This detachment could not be oppofed in time 
from Madras; becaufe the interjacent country was under 
the enemy’s garrifons; and whatfoever troops might k- luu 
from hence, proceeding half way by fca againfl: the monl'oon, am! 
then through the country of Tanjorc, would not enter into adlic/U 
in lefs than fix weeks, and then, if fuccefsful, would be out oftju'. 
reach of recall. Tritchinopoly was the neareff ftation to make lu ad 
againfl; them; but the who’w g'^rrifon would not,, in the field, have 

been equal to the force with Fumch 

Fortunately, in this concurrence of perplexities, the diflrefles ami 
difeontent of the French army '-.id continued as argent a'ever, cv..u 
after the exoence pf the caiv^/aign was diminlflied by then jcticat 
into quarters. In the beglr dng of Augufl, the wlion? of kali v s te- 
giment, excepting thg .^^ei^cauts and corporals, and 50 of th-' tol- 
diers, mutinied, r.nd ^ri|cd out of the fort of Clmtapet, di elnr- 
ing, that they would not return to their colours, until they had 
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received their pay, of which many montlis was in arrears. Their 
officers, by furnlfhing their own money, and engaging their honour 
for more, broi^ht them back, excepting 30, w'ho difperfed about the 
country : butlhis defection, which the caufe exempted from rigorous 
punifhmcnt, fhook the dif'eipline of the whole army. 

From this view of circumftances, the Prefidency of Madrafs rc- 
folved to leave fomething to chance in the extremities, rather than 
diminifh the fuperiority, which tlieir force had lately acquired in 
the center of the province, by the reinforcements arrived from Eng¬ 
land, and the enemy’s detachment to the fbuthward;^ and determined to 
employ this advantage immediately againft Vandiwafh, the mofl im¬ 
portant of the enemy’s ftations between Madrafs and Pondicherry. 
Accordingly 300 Europeans, t\ith two twelve-pounders, and all the 
{lores necefliiry for the attack, were fent to Chinglapett; but whilft 
on the road, and before the main body had moved from Conjeve- 
ram, arrived the Revenge, on tlie nlgh^^ of the loth of September, 
with important intelligence from the fquadron. 

Tlie Dutch at Negapatam, pretending that their armament from 
Batavia required the fervlce of all their maflbolah boats, would fpare 
none to water the Englifli iliips; to procure which, Mr. Pococke 
failed on the 20th with the fquadron for Trinconamalee, where com-. 
mon boats can ply to the fhorc. They anchored there on the 30th, 
but at the mouth of the harbour; and the Revenge was fent for¬ 
ward to cruize off the Friar’s Hood. On the 2d of September, at 
ten In .the morning, fome fhips were dlfcovered to the s. e. Soon 
after came down the Revenge, chafed and fired upon by one of the 
ftrangers, which denoted them to be the long-expe£led enemy. The 
Englifh fquadron weighed imme'’laiciy, and could not get within 
cannon-fhot of them by fun-fet; hut perceived thr’t the number and 
ftrength of the fhips greatly exceeded the force they had met the 
year befc .e. 

Mr. D’Ache having left the coaft, as we have feen, on the 3d of 
September, arrived, after thirty days fall, at the Ifle of France, 
and found in the port a reinforcement of men of war, under' 

the command of Mr. D’Eguille, an officer,#'experience and reputa- 
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tion. Several of the Company’s veflels, but none of force, for enough 
had been fent before, were likewlfe arrived from France. The crews 
of all thefe fliips amounted to 5500' men, and all the proviiions 
which could be colleaed in the ides, or even drawn from Mada- 
gafear, with the fupplies fent from Europe, were infulficient to feed 
this multitude, added to the numbers already in the colony? u liich 
they nearly equalled. Several councils were held on this dillrefs, 
and it was at length determined to fend one of the men ot war, 
with eight of the Company’s fhips, which would take off between 
3 and 4000 meh, to the Cape of-CJood Hope, where they were tb 
purchafe proviiions lufficient for the Iquadron in the enfuing voyage, 
and, in the mean time, the crews would be fupported without 
breaking in upon the general Ifock. Thelo Ihips arrived oil the Cape 
in the beginning of January ; and two of them had the luck to f all 
in with and take the Grantham, an Englilh Eaft-lndia Ihip, djl- 
patcl-ed from Madrafs in September. They purchafed, but at avail 
cKpence, a great quantity of grain, Avine, and meat, and returned to 
the llle of France in April and May ; after which, the llrength of 
four of the Company’s fighting Ihips, which had not hitherto 
mounted the number ot guns they were built foi, wcie aimed to 
the full foale of their conllniaion. Theie alterations, and other 
equipments, retarded the departure of the fquadron until the 17th 
of July- "They went firll to the ille of Bourbon, and then to Foul- 
point,' in the ifland of Madagalcar, to take in fome rice, and other 
proviiions, which had been procured there; and on the ^otli of 
Auffull arrived off Batacola, a port in Ceylon, 60 miles to the fouth 



of Trinconomaly; wher 


they received intelligence of the Englilh 
ter came in light of them otT Point Pedras. 
itlering in the lame hours at dilicicnt dil- 
i cunents likewile various, fquaiils, a fog. 
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wind came down a breaft, and at two in the afternoon were within 
gm\-fhot, when each (hip edged to get into their ftations alongside of 
their alloted antagonists. 

The Engliih Squadron confifted of nine fhips of the line, attended 
by a frigate, the Q^eenfborough, two of the Company’s fhips, 
and the Proteftor converted to a fire fhip. The French were 11 f^Il 
of the line, of which four were of the navy of France, and they had 
three frigates under their lee. Dlfierence of failing, and difappointment 
in working, prevented the Englifh from forming their line with as. 
much regularity as the enemy, who were waiting for them, drawn 
up in order of battle. 

The French line was led by the Aflif of 64, one of the King’s 
fhips. She was followed by the Minotaur, another of the King’s,, 
of 74, in which Mr. D’Aguille wwe the flag of Rear-Admiral, and 
by much the ftoutefl: fhip in the Squadron, having in her low-er tier 
thirty-two-pounders, which in the French weight is equal co 40 
Englifh ; then flood three of the Company’s fhips, the Due d’Orleans 
of 60, the Saint Louis of 56, and the Vengeur of 64. Thefe five 
formed the van. Mr. D’Ache, in the Zodiaque, hoifled his flag in 
the center, Supported by the Comte de Provence of 74 r the four 
others of the rear-divifion were the Due de Bourgogne, of 56, the 
Illuflre, of 64, the Fortunce of the fame rate as the Illuflre, and 
the Centaur of 68 ; of which only the Illuflre was a King’s fhip. The 
Elizabeth of 70 led the Englifh line, follow'ed by the Newcaflle of 
70, the Tiger of 66, and the Grafton of 74, in which was Rear-Ad- 
niiral Stevens: thefe four were the van. Mr. Pococke, in the 
Yarmoutlx of 74, was in the center, foll<^'r.. J by tlie Cumberland of 
66, the Salifbury of 56, the Sunderland of 60, and ih AVeymouth of 
60 clofed the rear. The total battery of the French Squadron ex¬ 
ceeded the. Englifh by 126 guns, and -onfequently by 63 in adion. 

The Gi-af on was the firfl fhip up, and whilfl prefenting her broad- 
fide fell a-brcafl of the Zodiaque, whom Mr. Pococke, as in the 
tw'o engagements of the laft year, intended to referve for himfdf. 

Mr. D’Aclie immediately threw out the fignal ©f battle, and began 
to fire on the Grafton, the firfi fhot at 15 minutes after two; but 
Mr. Stevens w>.’ted for the fignal of his admiral, which did not 
„ appear 


misr/fy 
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ippear until five minutes after, when the Yarmouth was very near 
and ranged ao;ainft the Comte de Provence. The firing then be¬ 


came general through both lines ; but the Sunderland, the lafi: but 
one of tlie Englifli line, failing veiy ill, kept back the \^'eymouth 
behind her. By this mlfchance the Salilbury, which was much the 
weakeft fliip, being only of 50 guns, and they only eighteen and 
nine-pounders, ranged, unfupported, againft the llluftre, and 
fuftained likewife the fire of the Fortunee behind, which the Sun¬ 
derland (hould have taken up, at leaft in this Bate of the aftion : 
the confequence was equal to the difparity, and in 15 minutes the 
fall of the Salilbury’s maintopgallant, and then her forcfall, obliged 
her to quit the fine: but by this time, the Sunderland fhooting a- 
head, engaged the Iliuftre. The three fliips of the Englilh van, 
ahead of the Grafton, had luckily fallen foon, and in good order, 
into their ftations, and in lefs than a quarter of an hour, the A£lif, 
which was opp.ofed to the Elizabeth, took fire, which brought the 
crew from the batteries, and the Elizabeth taking advantage of their 
confufion plyed her exceffively, and foon drove her out of the line 
to extingulfli the fire: the Elizabeth ftill edging down upon 
her, was flopped by the Minotaur ftarting forward ; which obliged 
her’ to haul her wind again, and this operation (hot her beyond the 
line of adlon. The Newcaftle then took up the Minotaur, although 
a 60 to a 74'; and the Tiger, of which the Captain had been 
blamed in a former engagement, fupported the Newcafllc, by 
taking on herfclf the fire of the two next (hips. The fight between 
thefe five continued with the utmoft violence for 70 minutes; when 
neither the Newcaftle nor Tiger had a fail under command; on 
which Mr, Steven*^, who had left the Zodiaque to Mr. Pococke, and 
had beaten the v^engeur out of the line, came between, and feeing 
the two Ihlps of the French line next beyond the Vengeur much 
crippled, fet fonvard to engage the Minotaur; and he. broa J-lide, 
as flie was palling on, drove the St. Louis out of the line. In t ic 
rear, the Sunderland, which had taken up the Illuftic, Waslikevyifo 


attacked by her follower, the Fortunee; and in ten 


before fhc had 


fired three rounds, her maintop'lail fell, 
U u u 


minutes, 
and her 
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head-brnces being llkewlfe fhot away, her foretop-fail fwung a-back, 
which made her fall a-ftem of both her antagonifls. At ten mi¬ 
nutes part three the Count de Provence, which had flood the Yar¬ 
mouth, and was aftenvards taken up by the Cumberland, likewife 
left tlie line to refit her rigging, as did the Duke de Bourgogne, 
which had divided her fire between the Cumberland and the Sa- 
lifbury, and received theirs, divided llkewlfe in return. The Wey¬ 
mouth, by what accident we don’t find, was kept a-flern in the 
rear; but at three o’clock, the Salifbury came again into the engage¬ 
ment ; and, on tlie French fide, the Illuftre, feeing the two fhips 
before her gone, clofed up to the Zodiaque. At four, the only 
fhips engaged were the Minotaur and Due d’Orieans againfl the 
Grafton, the Zodiaque againfl the Yarmouth, the Illuflre againfl 
the Cumberland, and the Fortunee and Centaur againfl the Sa¬ 
lifbury and Sunderland. The pilot of the Zodiaque feeing, as he 
thought, the Fortunee and Centaur going off likewife, put the 
helm a-lce without order, and, as Mr. D’Ache was running to 
correct him, a grape fhot carried off the flefh of his thigh, to the 
bone; he fell fcnfelefs, amongft four or five who were killed or flioick 
down with him. The captain of the Zodiaque had been killed 
an hour before; and the officer who took the command after Mr. 
D’Ache fell, wore the fhip to rejoin the comrades which had al¬ 
ready left the line. The Centaur, Illuflre, and Minotaur, think¬ 
ing fuch was the will of their admiral, wore likewife, and fh fail 
to accompany him. The Englifh fhips flill in aClion endeavoured to 
follow them, but were loon left out of gun-fhot, and all firing 
coaled at ten minutes after four. 

In this engagement the rear dlvifioii liifFcrt-d much lefs than 
the van. On board the Wtymouth, which clofed the rear, not 
a man was cither killed or \vouiuied, and in the Sunderland 
ahead of J or, tlie whole lofi was only two men Killed; never- 
lIv; Centaur, the lafl of tlie enemy’s rear, fufleretl as 
i/1 Ih r malls and rigging from their fire, as any of the 
'itlii r fliips of the French line, who were elofer engaged, and 
I cr Captain, Surville the elder, was killed. The Salifbury had i6 

killed, 
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kUled, and 40 wounded ; the Cumberland 8 , and 30; the Yar¬ 
mouth 10, and 27; the Grafton 13, and 37; the 1 iger, w uca 
fufFered the’rnoft of any, 37, and 140; the Newcaftle 26, and 
6 c The Elizabeth four, and twenty. In all 114 killed, and 

260 wounded. Jn the Newcaftle, the captain, Michie, an officer 
of diftinguiftied gallantry, was killed ; as were Mr. Jackfon,' the 
firft lieutenant of the Tiger, captain More, who commanded tire 
marines in the Ellxabeth, and the mafter of the Yarmouth. Brcre- 
ton captain of the Tiger, Semerfet of the Cumberland, the le- 
cond lieutenant of the Grafton, and the fourth ot the Sahlbury, 
were wounded. None of the Engliffi ffiips, after the engagement, 
could fet half their fail; and the Newcaftle and Tiger were taken 
into tow by the Elizabeth and Weymouth. 1 he lofs of the 
French crews was fuppofed to be equal; but when they went away 
together at fun-fet, all, excepting the Centaur, carried their top-lails. 

The uncertainty of the number of troops which the hrcnch 
fquadron might have brought for Pondicherry, determined the pm- 
ftclencv of Madrafs to fufpend for a while the attack they had rc- 
Iblved to make on Vandlwafli *, but to fend a part of th j troops to 
Tripaflbre to fupport that part of the country againft Baflaulut Jung 
But no arguments could prevail on Major Brercton to dclift from 
the enterpri-ze, from whicli he expeaed to acquire dift.nguilhcd 
honour ; and tlic prefidency, unwilling to check lus ardour, re¬ 
frained from giving him politive orders to dclift. 

Heavy rains had rendered the roads and rivers impallablc until 
the 26th, when the whole army marched from Conjeveram ; \i had 

been reinforced with "’'’n from Chinglapett, under the command 
ofPrefton, and w-^h 100, of i 58 releafed prilbncrs, which had arrived 
at this garrifon on the nth from Pondicherry. The wliolc torce was 
I coo Europeans, 80 Coffres, and 2500 Sci^ys, infantry ; 100 Eu¬ 
ropean, and 7Q0 black cavalry ; 10 fcld-picccs, and tw. eig iteen- 
povnders : and two more eighteen pounders were to join fron. C lung- 

^On the 27th in the morning, the horfe iKieirc the nne, vV-hen 
within three miles of Trivatore, fell in witl. 50 oi' the breneh h i - 
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fars, who flood them, but, overpowered by numbers, w,ere routed, 
and eight, with an officer, taken prifoners : in the afternoon, the 
garrifon of Trivatore, which confifled only of a captain and 22 
men of the Lorrain regiment, furrendered on the firfl fummons. 
The main body of the enemy had advanced from Vandiwafh in 
the morning, and were halting at the village of Parfee, fix miles, 
on the road, of which Colonel Brereton receiving information, 
marched on without flopping at Trivatore, and encamped near 
them; and at midnight, the enemy moved off, and returned to 
Vandiwafh ; where, as before they took up their quarters in the 
pettahs, and under the walls of the fort, into which the governor 
Tuckeafaheb, notwithflanding the flri£lnefs of his rlliance, was very 
averfe to admit any of the French troops, excepting fome of their 
gunners ; and they to prevent worfe confequences, would not com¬ 
pel him. The Englifh army continuing their march the next day, 
encamped in the evening under tlie ledge of rocks, which extend 
about three miles to the n. w. of the fort. The day after, which 
was the 29th, parties were employed in reconnoitring ; but neither 
their obfervations, nor the enquiries of fpies, difeovered the real flatc 
of the enemy’s force- 

On the march of Major Monfon to Arcot in the beginning of 
Augufl, the French drew the greatefl part of their Europeans from 
tire garrifons of Chittapet, Carangoly, and Outramalore, to their 
main body at Vandiwafh, from whence the whole had advanced as 
far as Trivatore, when Monfon, finding the attack of Arcot 
impracticable, returned to Conjeveram: on his retreat, they 
detached 100 Europeans to reinforce KrenX. and fent back the 
troops whicli they had drawn from the three othc.- tracrifons ; which 
reduced tlu" European infantry that returned to VanJiwafh to 600 ; 
but the wlrole of the European cavalry, who were 300. went with 
them. Thj fame alarm for Arcot had led Mr. Lallj to recall the 
detachir.Ht to the fouthward with Vifeount pumel, wlto were 
then bcfi)re Volcondah; but Fumcl, not having levied the con¬ 
tribution he cvptded, dehiycd to obey the orders, and, on Mon- 
fon’s retreat, was permitted to perfill. and had time to finifh. 
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■r^ • ^1 rlplav between the firft refolutlon, and the prefent 

"®of die EnslWh army to attack Vandlwalh, the government 
Pondicherry obtained feme uncertain intelligence of the m- 
fJon tZUn reinforced the main body there with 400 nren 

from the adjacent garnfons. They hke^Mle ap 

and more than half his detachment were 

from whence they were at this time advancing > 

and as it was reported, imder the command of Mt_. Buhy. niajo 

Brei’e'ton received intelligence of the approach ‘ “T^f^^ed at 

- r 4 - flint tbp troons from the Other garnfons were an i\ea ar 

information that the troops nui & . «• , i i fi-,g..e 

Vandiwafli; and thus c-puthig the 

including the cavalry, mftead of 1 300, to ^ 9 

which his own force wiis nearly double, Pondicherry 

before the arrival of the detachment they f 

and determined to attack them in their quarters on the lugbt ot the 

anddetermn _ aext after that of his arrival betore Vandiwalh. 

of ivo wiKis. The fouth pettah contained the houics of t le more 
opulent inhabitants to fcrveas 

f e T1 e Kttah to the cart commenced oppofite to the N. e. angle, 

hollies. ^ ^ covered the call lido of the foit, of the cf- 

and '^’‘“"*”6 ^f^ttah to tlie fonth. The weftern pettah ex- 
•’’“Ta''’’ W alonir tho^bi-' dth of the etplanade to the fouth t it had 

tended only along the b. ^ „,a „ as in ruins, and moll of tite 

[toiveT mrthe a'proad. of tl.’e EngWh army, had qt.itted riuir l.a- 

bitations ;» the (geds and 'tents in the covoied 

” ,1 cnthecfplanade to the fonth, and they kept gu.. 's on 

■ . r .1. „-.ff.il. - lint none as they oudit, lu lliv 
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A tlioufand Europeans, including a company of 8o CofFrees, and 
fix hundred Sepoys, were allotted to ler\'e in the attack : they were 
divided into three divifions ; the firfi; led by Major Monfon, was to 
aflault the Ibuth face of the Ibuth pettah, and ha%'ing entered, were to 
advance tlirough the ftreets to the elplanade,where the main body of the 
French troops were Ipng; who at the fame time were to be attacked 
on the rigiit by the fccond divifion, advancing out of the pettah to 
tlic weft : this diviiion was commanded by Major Robert Gordon. 
1 he third Major Brereton commanded himfelf, as the referve for 
occalions,^ and tJiey took poft under a ridge which runs parallel to 
the weft tace of the fouth pettah, but fiu thcr back on the plain than 
tlie pettah allotted to Gordon’s divifion. The European and black 
hbrlc were to halt a mile in the rear of Brercton’s. The reft of 
the troops were left to guard the camp. Monfon’s divifion confifted 
of 360 Europeans, of whom 200 were grenadiers, all that were in the 
auny, and tliey had one company of Sepoys as attendants; Gordon’s 
u-cre 200 Europeans, and 80 CotTrecs : Brereton’s 360 Europeans 

and 500 Sepoys. Each of the three divifions had two excellent brafs 
fix-pounders. 


The pettaJi to the South has three principal ftreets, which in- 
terfebt It intirely from-north to Ibuth, and feveral others in the 
lame direction, of lliortcr extent; nor are any of the crofs-ftreets 
from eaft to weft regularly pervious from one wall to the other, 
and fome of them arc only ftiort communications between tlie 
rccts in t ie otlu r diicbtion ; lb that many dodging advantages 
migdit be taken bv knowledge of their diffbrent bearings and inter- 
lections. At two in the morning, the liead of Monfon’s divifion 
approaclied towards tlie gateway on the foutli f'cc bf the pettah and 
were challenged and declared by two or three Sej,ays advanced on 
the plain to look out; on wliich the gvn;rds on the imparts began 
to fire. The gateway was in a return of tlie rampartVoin the left 
and th.'^ oad to it lay under the reft of die rampart to the right, fo 
that t je two field-pieces which were ?|dvancing at tlie head of die 
line could nut batter the gate at lefs than , 50 yards, Without 
being immediately under tlic fire of tliispart of tlie rampart, which 

with 
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v^^the uncertainty and delay of their effect in the dark, deter- 
inined Colonel Monfon to try the wall at once. It had neither ditch 
nor pallifade before it, and the firft grenadiers lighted upon a part, 
which, for want of repair, permitted them to fciambie up, and 
being followed by more, they drove the enemy before them, opened 
the gate, and let in the main body of the divifion. The gate entered 
upon the principal ftreet of the three which leads through the pettah 
to the efplanade ; and the other two are about 50 yards on each 
hand The troops, as they came in, firft ranged along the ground 
benveeu the wall and the habitations, which was broad ; and then 
formed into three columns, one in each of the ftreets; but tnc two 
field-pieces moved at the head of the center column. All t e t nee 
advanced very deliberately, keeping as nearly as pofliblc on the fame 
parallel, the two outer columns fending fmall parties ivito the crois 
ftreets on their outward flanks to dlflalge the enemy from whatfoever 
pofts their fire came, which, although not ftrong from any, was 
frequent and from feveral; but the grcatcft annoyance was- from 
two field-pieces at the edge of the efplanade, firing down the center 
ftreet. I low'ever, they w^ere at length filenced by the two field-pieces, 
with the center column. Firing had b:..n heard oh the ground al¬ 
lotted to Oordon’s divilion, but fooi* cealed. In an hour and a h .if 
the three columns arrived at the openings on the efpF-- where 
to their furprize they met no fiuther rcfiftance; aim dlfappoluted. 
of the alliftance they expected from Gordon’s divifion, it was ro- 
folved to wait for day-light, and in the mean time to throw up .a 
barricade at the head of the center-ftreet, which for want ot ^noper 
tools w'as very infafficiently performed. Their lofs hitherto was not 

ten killed and wounded. _ , 

A iky rocket w'as the fignal for Gordon’s diviiion to advance luuu 
the weftern pettah, and it was fired as foon as Monfon’s had entered 
the f.>uthern. The troops of Gordon’s iiad, tor fc.. r of difcowry, 
kept on the fide Of the pettah iartheft ftom the elplanailc, but rG 
ton and two or three more olFicers had examined the lln rs, vv nu \ 
were very narrow, and beyond on the efplanade, wheie t iry 0.1m 
VoL. II. X X X 







Suptcnibcr^ 


ThS:'War op Coromandel. Book 

the ground rugged, and internapted with floughs and ftanding water- 
But Gordon not having acquired any diftinil ideas from their repoit, 
boggled, and was confuted in the orders he gave. At length it was 
underftood, that the troops, as foon as they had palled through the 
pettah, were to form on the elplanade in divilions, which would be 
15 in 'I'he-leleft picquet of 40 picked men, commanded by 

Lieutenant Dela Douelpe, who were to lead the attack,, were loon 
through, and lormedj and advancing; Gordon himfelf was to 
march at the head of the main body, but he was not to be 
found wdien it was ranging on tlie elplanade ; and Prellon, his fecond,^ 
not knowing the motives of his abfence, would not venture to take 
hib poll; and thus the whple were flopped, waiting his return. Tlic 
picqufcL marched with recovered arms, and without dropping a Ihot, 
until they came to- the angle of the fouthern pettah, where the 
rampart had a lltouider, on w'hich were mounted two pieces of cannon,, 
which by the direftion of the llreets could not be turned to any fer- 
vice in the fight behind them; and it-lhould feem that the enemy 
had dilcovered the fitiiation and Intention of Gordon’s attack, for a 
conlidcrablc body of infantry were waiting at the angle, fomc on the 
rampart, and otiiers at the edge of the houfes below; who, as foon 
as ^^he plcquut w'cre within a tew yards^ fuddenly threw"^ a number 
oFblue lig£iL., which difcovered them intirelyi and wTre inllantly 
followed by < flroiig running fire of mufketry, and the difeharge of 
the two pieces of cannon ; but the whole of tlie execution was 
from tlie mulkctjy, for as the picquet was almofl'under the rampart, 
the cauiron coultl not point low' enough, and fired over their heads. 
Doue fpe returned tl-e fire with dlfparity of .fituation,- and greater of 
num'.jers, but would not retreat without orders, and was not with- 
-Hit hopes of being iininediatcly joined by the main body of the di- 
vifion, efpecially a-^ tlio two-pieces whicli accompanied if, began to 
.’.nfw'er the two gun.; on the rampart. But his cxpeftatlons of farther 
lupport were vain. TiiC (hot oi tlie two guns from the rampe dell near 
th, m i” jody whim forming, and lome inulketry fired upon them 
fro.n the covered way of the tbit, on which tlic 80 eoifrees all ran 
- ' back 
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lieaus not led on, and having nothing cfreanal to lire upon, fooin 
broke and went off likewife, leaving the picquet, and “le field- 
pieces ftill engaged. But Prefton, for Gordon was not yet to be found, 
knowing the determination of the picquet to perfevere, ran. iingy to 
them, and brought them back to theipettah, where they jcme t le 
officers deferted by all the 'reft of the troops : but the artiileiy- 
men, animated by the well-known refolution of their commandant 
Captain RobertBaidcer, ftill flood by him and their guns. The fugitives 
not all equally frightened, made their way to the referved divihon 
with Brereton, who-on the firft notice, ran unaccompanied to the 
pcltah from whence they were coming, and in the ftrong impu c 
of indignation, ran the firft man he met thioug i t le o y • 
unfortunately he was one of the Inaveft in tlae aimy, o t lat 
this example carried little influence, and lett none to exhorta¬ 
tion and very few obeyed his call; with whom he went as far as 
the two guns, which Barker was ftlU firing, and by this counte-- 
nance had deterred the enemy from making a pufli, which wou 
cafily have taken them ; but Brereton, fcnliblc of the rdk to which 
they were expofed, or-dered him to d..ov them oft the petta i, 
from w'hence they joined the referve at the ridge. Thus all w' .c 
Pone before the firing ceafed in the louthern pettah, cnudon 


with four or five of the fugitives foon after appear 


T.\ 


coming >11 


at the^ate to the foutli, wliere Monion’s divifion hadenteied. 

The day broke, and the enemy’s fire recommenced and cncreafcd 
with the light. The gunners, whom the KeJidar had admitted 
into the fort, plied the cannon on the towers oppofite to the 
three ftreets, to the head of which Monlon’s divilion had ad¬ 
vanced ; and with the field-pieces on the elplanade, their fire iviu. 
from 14 guns all within point blank, from the tort at 300, irom 
the field-pieces at iDO yards. Ihe.ieturn is tiom t ic t\ 
fiekl-picc:. at the head of the center-ftrecT, and from platoons ot 
mulketry in the other two. The difparlty was te'.eu., 'h lu 
not be long maintained The officers ordered the men u. eiiq i* 
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ed, to take fhelter under tlie flieds projeding before tire walls of the 
houfes in the enfiladed ftreets; tlie fheds, as in the other towns of 
Coromandelj were leparated from each other by partitions of brick or 
mud : fome withdrew into the crofs ftreets immediately behind. 
Neverthelels, all who appeared were fo exceflively galled, that it was 
neceflary to retreat; but from the continual hope of fupport from 
the two divifions without, Major Monfon wilhed not to quit the 
conteft until the laft extremity. In the middle of the pettah is 
a continuation of ftreets leading quite acrofs it, although not in a 
ftreight line, from the eaft to the weft fide, where the laft ends upon 
the area of a pagoda, in which a party had been ported, and the wou id- 
edw'ercfheltered andferved. The columnswereorderedtoreti«-<^bitr,«jdij 
line of the crofs-ftreets, where alii according to the breadth of the main 
ftreets, might fire down them, and immediately difappear, until loaded 
and ready to fire again. This movement ftaggered the enemy, for they 
could do no more, if they continued on the efplanade at the other 
extremity of the ftreets; and if they advanced along them, would be 
expofed in deep columns. Neverthclefs, confident in their numbers, 
and prefling to decide before the Englifti troops fhould be reinforced 
fr-,m without, they begnu u. d maintained this fight with great 
fp..-’*- and adi'^ity, until they ucre convinced it could not fucceed ; on 
wliich tncy .hit off their rears, which brought two of their field- 
pieces from ti efplanade, and n ith them marched along a ftreet ad¬ 
joining to tlie weftern wall of the pettah,which led them to the pagoda 
towai ds this end of the crofs-ftreets : which the guard Immediately 
a’/.indcned, leaving foinc of the wounded in the pagotla ; having fe- 
eured this ftalion, the party advanced the field-pieces along the line 
oftlio crol's ftreets, firing and taking in flank, the whole of Monlbn’s. 
divifion,againft which tlie attack in front likewife continued, and with 
< ncieafing vivacity: and in a very little while the remnijung field-piece 
ot the divifion wa^ dllablcd : on which tlie men began to lof? courage, 
and Monfon confulting liis ftcond. Major Calliaud, they rciblved to 
ict' ?at n'y'. take noft againft the fouthern w'all of the pettaln The 
gn: ladici . .o;\o of the Company’s battalioj s were to halt near the 
T gattwny...^ 
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^^vay, but feeing it open, marched out into the plain, quickening 
their pace at every ftep. Major Calllaud, who was near, inftead of 
calling after them, followed, and running beyond, flopped fuddenly 
before them, and cried, “ Halt.” The Inflina of difclpllne pre¬ 
vailed. They obeyed, and forming as he ordered, faced, and, luckily 
for themfelves, follow'ed him into the pettah. Major Monfon met 
him at the gate, and, in the mldft of much vexation, thanked him 
with much cordiality; but faid, that the whole body,, flill clofely 
prefled by the enemy, were faultenng too fall to be trufled any 
longer; and that it was better to lead them off in order, than rlfqiie 
their going off in confufion of their own accoid. Tlie exliortations 
ox their commanders encouraged them to keep their ranks ; the Se¬ 
poys marched in front, helping to carry off the wounded, and fif¬ 
teen prlfbneis. The enemy, by unaccountable o\eifight, did not 
follow them into the plain ; but were contented with firing from the 
wall: about half a mile from which, the line halted in a grove, and 
in a little while perceived Major Brereton’s and Gordon’s divifions, 
with the European and black horfe, the Sepoys, and two field- 
pieces, advancing round to join them; at the fame time, they faw 
the whole body of the enemy’s European cavalry, 300 rider?, ar- 
proaching from the eaftern pettah, .vherc they had remained in e 
pedlation of an opportunity of cutting off their retreat, ” ’.hii, irom 
want of alertnefs, they loft, and could not venture t( attack alter 
Brercton appeared. The whole returned to the hank, wliero Brere¬ 
ton’s divifion had taken poll, and in the afternoon from thence to 
the camp, without moleftation or alarm. The ‘ols, on th.e imme¬ 
diate review, appeared to be 12 officers, and 195 rai k and file, 
killed, wounded, and taken prlfoncrs. The laeutcnants Miims aiul 
Latour were the only officers *, but, it was luppoled, that 70 rank 
and file were killed ; and tliat of this number, 50 tell in tlie pettah. 
The eagernefs of performing fome.diftingullheu i?-rvice btlon; Colonel 
Coote fhiyuld arrive, and fuperfede him in the e'omrnaivd of ihj.umx, 
nrgod Coloiiel Brereton to make this attack, wL’ch a ;i> muci 
Bipte hardy than judicious, even it the enemy 
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laforced. However, the great gallantry and the inferior numbers 
of the body which fuftalned the grcateft part of the Icfs, rather 
encrealed than diminiflied the confidence of the army. The enemy 
fuifercd as much, having 200 killed and wounded. Mainville, who 
commanded againft Lawrence at Tritchinopoly, juft betbre the truce 
in I *754, and two Captains, were killed. 

The two fquadrons anchored on the i ith, the day after they had en¬ 
gaged each othe ; the Englifli in the road of Negapatam, the French 4 
leagues farther to the fouth, who being much lefs difabled, were 
ready to fail again on the 13th; and two days after, anchored in the road 
of Pondicherry. The fliips immediately landed whatfoever fupplies 
they had brought for the fervice of the colony ; the treafure amou'H- 
ed only to 16000 pounds in dollars, and the diamonds taken in the 
Grantham, were worth 17000 pounds. The troops were only 180 
men. Mr. D’Ache would not go aftiore, and lignified his inten¬ 
tion of failing immediately for the iflands. The fealbn, although 
advanced, was not yet dangerous, nor were his ftilps more hurt than 
the Englifti; but this refolution rofe from intelligence of the four 
men of war, wliich were coming with Rear-Admiral Cornifli to join 
3 'Tr. Pococke, and wdio might arrive every day. Accordingly, early 
ii. the morning of the 19th, Mr. D’Ache made the lignal for weigh¬ 
ing, and •.!’ Ihips loofed their top-falls. 

The fupph’s they had brought were fo much lefs than the wants 
and hopes of ihc colony, that difappointment appeared in every 
tiice; but the fight of the ftiips getting under fail, in 24 hours after 
their arrival, fpread unlverfal confternation, and excited-tlic utmoft 
indignation. All the military officers, the principal inhabitants, and 
even the .clergy, aflembled at the governor’s, and immediately 
formed thcmfelves into a national council; which unanlmoufly de¬ 
creed, that the precipitate departure of the fqiiadron muft produce 
the moft detrimentjd confequcnccs to the iiitercfts of the ftate, as 
holding out to all the powers of the country an (Jppr'^>''*ious ac- 
kimwlcdiiement that they had been entirely defeated in the laft en- 
g3g,mei '- e-id could not ftand anotlier; and that they utterly dc- 
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of every thing on fhore. In confequence of this deliberation, 
a proteft was immediately drawn, declaring Mr. D’Ache refponiible 
for the lofs of the colony, fuch were the words, and refolving to 
complain to the King and miniftry, and demand public juftice of 
his conduct. The Ihip Due d’Orleans was by fonie accident de- 
tained in the road, after the others were under fail, and the com¬ 
mander was charged to deliver the proteft to Mr. D’Aclie, and a 
copy to every commander in the fquadron, which were twelve 
leagues out at fea when the Due d’Orleans joined them. Mr. 
D’Ache hnmediately held a general council of his captains, and 
on the 22d anchored again in the road of Pondicherry; and came 
re to confult with Mr. Daily and the government. On the 25tli, 
in the morni ig, the Englilh fquadron, coming from Negapatam, 
appeared ftanding in line of battle into the road, but driving by the 
current to the northward. All the French fhips weighed, but 
havvled the wind clofe, which being at w. s. w. kept them at their 
firft diftance from the Englifti, which they had it in their power to 
bear down upoiij and engage. Mr. Pococke, unable to get up to 
them, kept his line of battle until the evening, when he continued 
his courfe, and anohored on the 27th •'.t Madrafs. Mr. D’x\che ftif. 
infiftcd on returning as foon as polhble to the iflands; and t!\e p- - 


vernment of Pondicherry unwillingly compromifed ft h... uepar- 
ture, on condition that he Ihould leave all the Coffrees Dr\ ing in tlic 
fquadron, wliich were 400, and 500 Europeans, either failors or 
marines;- who w'crc accordingly landed, and he failed away on the; 
30th of September. Mr. Dally, with his ufual fphen, called the Eu¬ 
ropeans the feum of the fea; and, indeed, moft of them, for a wliile 
could be fit for little more than to, do duty in the town, whilft the 


regular troops kept the field. 

The animofity of Mr. Dally to Mr. Bufly had continued, without 
remifiion : he even employed his emiflaries to pe fuade Mr. Bufly to 
make hirr* prcfeftt of money, as a certain means of reconciliation ; 
intending to life the proffer as a confeflion of Mr. BuflV’s ddin- 
queney, of wliich he, was every, where leeklng proofs, ^’cam. l i 
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and ambition were never more ftriftly united than in this defign. 
Mr. BullV, ha^•lng remitted his fortune to Europe, offered his credit, 
if employed in community with the government of Pondicherry 
and Mr. Lally’s, to raife money for the public fervice ; but treated 
the hints of the other propofal, as the defperate zeal of his adherents 
unwarranted by himfelf. They faw one another but feldom, but 
were obliged to Cvirrefpond on public affairs. The letters of Mr. 
1 /ally were replete with fufpicion, jealoufy, infinuation, artifice, in- 
fclence, farcafm, and wit; Mr. Bufly’s, with fagacity, caution, de¬ 
ference, argument, profound knowlege, the juffeft views of affairs, 
and the wifeft means to promote their fuccefs: and Mr. Lally him¬ 
felf, whilff he pretended to ridicule, rcfpciaed the extent of hi? 
talents. Their dillention was in this ftatc, when the arrival of a 
frig-ate from France on the 20th of Augufl brought ofders from the 
king and miniifry, recalling all the intermediate officers, who had 
been fent with commilfions fuperior to Mr. Bufly’s, and appointing 
him fecond in the command, and to fucceed to it after Mr. I/aliy. 
Tliis diftlnflion produced a more ii\’ll iatcrcourfc, and Mr. Lally, 
^Qiiiing complacence, afked the afiiffance of his counfels. T*hc 
^rfl he gave was the mo^ 'obnoxious he could. Rajahfaheb, the 
v.nfortunata but infignificant fo.' of Chundahfaheh, had lately found 
means iv. p Tuadc Mr. Lally to appoint him Nalxib of the Car¬ 
natic ; and ti e ceremony had been performed with oftentatlon, in the 
month of July, both at Arcot and Pondicherry. This promotion, 
without the partieip ifton of Salabadjing, the Subah of the Dccan. 
vras a public renun nation of lus alllanc;, and might be improved by 
Nizamally to confirm him in the intci efls of the Englifli. The approach 
of Bafi’aukit Jung'on the noithcm conrinc;'. of the Carnatic appeared 
to Mr. Bulfy a rcfourcc, not only to re-cflablifh the former union 
with Salabadjing, hut likcwlfc to flrcngthen the immediate opera¬ 
tions of the French aimy, by offering Baliaulut Jung the government 
of the Carnatic and its dependencies under the ihnclbn of Salabad- 
ilicg, on condition (hat he would join them with his troops. Mr. 
iiv revolted againfi the idea: and his nverfion to it was 

imputed 
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Imputed not more to his jealoufy of the importance which Mr. 
Bjfly would regain, hy his influence with a prince long accullomed 
to refpeft his charadler, than to his own obligations to Rajahiaheb, 
who it was faid had purchafed his appointment. However, Mr. Lally 
had confented, that Mr. Bufly lliould march with a detachment 
to join Bafliaulut Jung, and conclude the negotiation,' when the 
French fquadron failed away from Pondicherry, where news 
arrived the fame day of the action at Vandiwalh, which Mr. 
Lally, as a complete victory, fired a hundred guns round the 
ramparts of Pondicherry, and wrote magnificent accounts of the 
fuccefs to every man of confequence within or near the province. 

^ Ir. BuflTy arrived at Vandiwalh on the 5th. of Odlober. The 
Englilh arm^ had left their encampment in fight of this place the 
flay before; they halted two days atTrivatore, during which heavy 
rains and the bad quality of the only water they had to drink broiigh*- 
ficknefs upon the camp, which caufed Major Brereton to quit tliis 
poft, and repair to Conjeveram, where they arrived on the 7th. 
On the fame day, Mr. Bufly marched from Vandiwafli with all the 
troops encamped there, reinforced from other parts to 1500 European 
foot and 300 horfe, befides the black b :.i'fe ; he expefted tlie Eiigllf. 
might wait, and give battle, but they were gone ; and the garrifi a 
left in Trivatore, which was only ten Europeans, and a .,unipany of 
Sepoys, furrendered to him at dlfcretion. Draughtin'^ r 50 of the 
European horfe, and 400 foot, to accompany liith to Bafliiulut Jung, 
he fent back the reft of the army to Vandiwalh, and arrived at Arcot 
on the loth ; wdiere he was detained feveral days, by the rains of 
the monfoon. 

Baflaulutjung advancing from Polore gave out that he w'ould attack 
Nclore ; hut when he came near the Pennar quitted the fouthern 
road, and, turning to the weft, encamped on the lotli of September 
on the plains of Sangam, a town with feveral -pt.godas on the ’ bank 
of the river, 16 miles from Nelore. Hvre he fummoned Na/.cabulla 
and the three greater Polygars to come and pay their obell^^rce *^0 
him in perfon. Nazeabnlla contrived to make him believv. ..lagnil cd 
VoL. II. Y y y reports 
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reports of the force of his garrifon, and of troops combg to rein¬ 
force it from Madrafs, which brought on a civil intercoyrfe of letters 
between them ; but the Polygars he defpifed, and refoLved not to 
fpare. They, however, fearing to offend the Englim govemmenty 
endeavoured to evade the vifit by various excufes, on which he fent 
his horfe over the river to forage on the arable lands for themfelves, 
and to feize cattle and grain for the reft of the army. This detri¬ 
ment not prevailing, he pafled the river with his whole force, and 
on the I ft of October encamped at Sydaporam, a confiderable town, 
where the hills of Hangar Yatchara begin on this fide, and fituated- 
within ten miles of Venkitagherri, the place of his refidence, and 
ao from Kalaftri, w'hich is the principal town of Damerla Ve ikl- 
tappah. Here he waited, not a little diftrefled for mr.iey, and ex- 
pefting the arrival of Mr. Bufly, who, on the 18th, had made his, 
fir ft day’s march from Arcot, when he was ftopped ftiort by extra¬ 
ordinary intelligence from Vandiwafti.. 

More than a year’s pay was due to the wliolc army : what money 
bad been fupplied to them lately w^as in lieu of their provifions, 
when not furniflied n gularly. The foldiers believed, that much 
-lore than came had been brought by the fquadron, and, what was 
\ orfe, that their general had amafled and lecreted great vvealtli. 
Then 1:.'—-'idity at the aflion of Vandlwafti had increafed the 
indignation i f their diftrefles. They complained continually and 
opeiily, nor din the officers chufe to punifh them on this fcore ; be- 
caufc the pica of tbeir dircontcnt was true. On others they wiftied 
to preferve the ufual difclpline. On the i6th fome foUliers of Lorrain 
\vc re punifhed feme for neglcCl of duty, but others for flovenlinels, 
which thev could not avoid. In lefs than an hour after this chaftife- 
inent, the drums of Xxirrain, compelled by 40 or 50 of the foldiers,, 
who had conceiicd, beat the general ; and in an Inftant every man, 
of the regiment wis. under arms ; and in a few minutes all con- 
r irred iji the fame refolution : refilling to admit the r''rr.'.iniffioned' 
officers, and every ferjeant, excqtting two, tliey marched in ordei- out 
c-t he cf.towards the mountahi where the Engliffi army 
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^tely encamped. The officers of Lally’s and the battalion of India, 
hearing the drums of Lorrain, beat the general lilcewife, and turr.ed 
out the line, thinking the camp was going to be attacked by the 
Engliffi; and fbme of the officei's who hadperfifted in accompanying 
the men of Lorrain, prevailed on them to flop ; but could not, to 
return, before they knew the intentions of Lally’s and India, of wl^om 
they had fome doubt, whether not preparing to furround and attack 
them. For this purpofe they detached a picket to confer with them, 
of whom the fpokefman was the boldeft of the mutiny, and, inftead 
ofpropofmg any conditions for lorrain, exhorted all he harangued to 
follow their example, and redrefs their common wrongs, unlcfs the 
wl. ,le army immediately received the full arrears of their pay. His 
words ran likfire: all, animated with the fame fpirit, cried out, march. 
The expoftulations of their officers were vain, they were ordered to 
retire. Parties and detachments were commanded, which brought 
up the field-artillery, the tumbrils, oxen, tents, and baggage, and 
even obliged the buzar and market, which confifled of 2000 per- 
fons, and a multitude of animals, to move with them, and to which 
they appointed the ufual guard. They fent fikewife to demand the 
colours ; but, feeing the officers deter'uin'-a m die rather than d** 
liver them, defifted. As foon as ivery thing was gathered, the 
whole line, with feventeen pieces of cannon, marclu ’ As 

foon as they arrived at the mountain, they wltli one voice elected 
La Joye, the ferjeant-major of the grenadier? of Lorrain, their 
commander in chief; and he Immediately nominated another fe'r- 
ieant, his major-general, and appointed the be ft of the rank and 
file to command the different companies, with the ul'ual titles 
of commiffioned officers. Orders were then prepared, and read 
at the head of the men, exafting every article of the fervlec. 'fhe 
camp was pitched. Gentries, pickets, advanced guards, rounds, calls, 
with every detail of dilty and difeipiine, ftridly obfcrv( d. They did 
not like, b’^t did not refufe, the vilit of feveral of their officers ; 
but tbrbade every interference that feemed authority. On hints 
whether they interlded to go over totheEngliih, they pointed, to 

Y y y 2 - their 



miST/fy 



Oillobcr* 


War 07 Coromandel. Book 

their cannon, which were ranged in front of the camp, facing the 
north, from whence alone the appearance of the Englifh army 
could be expe£led. The night palled without riot or confulion. 

In the mean time, exprefles were fent to Pondicherry, where the 
whole council immediately allembled at Mr. Lally’s, who accufed 
them all, as the inftigators of the revolt; but produced 10,000 pa¬ 
godas out of his cheft, and fent them by the Vifeount Fumel, with 
the promiil- of a general pardon to the troops. The council likewife. 
gave allurances, that the whole arrears Ihould be difeharged in a 
month, and fent their plate to the mint, as an earneft, which 
example was followed by many of the inhabitants. Fumel arrived 
early in the morning of the 20th at the camp of the troops, ' vi.o 
had moved fix miles farther on to the weftward, towards Ami: He 
was permitted to confer with their chiefs, whom he narangued on 
the obvious topics of defertion, dllhonour, and the deftruflion of all 
the French interclls in India, and thought them fufficiently relented, 
to appeal to the whole ; who, according to his requeft, affcmbled 
round him on the plain, to the number of 2000 men. He gave 
hints of the money an 1 pardon ; and his reprefentations had well- 
nigh converted them, when 70 or 80, who were the delperate mu- 
‘meers, and had kept away from the aflembly, rulhed in with there 
bay . fixed, and laid, that nothing could be determined without 
their confeni which Ihould never be given to a reconciliation before 
they had received every fartliing of their arrears. Fumel, thinking 
neither their number or violence fufficient to revoke the impreflion 
lie had made, broke up the, aflembly, fignifying, that he Ihould re¬ 
turn to Varidiwafti, and wait there three hours for their determi¬ 
nation, before he returned to Pondicherry. Within the time the 
anfwer came ; the ferjeant La Joye was a fenfible man, and difap- 
proving, although he commanded the revolt, prevailed on 'them tc^ 
be content with recerdng fix months pay immediately, the reft in a 
month, and a general amnefty, figned by Mr. Lally, and all the 
members of the council of Pondicheriy. Accounts were imme- 
vu.:tcly "'egun ; and, whilft waiting for them and the return of ihefi- 

fengers 
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^gers from Pondicherry, the troops continued abroad with the 
fame regularity as before, under his command.. The pardon arrived, 
money was paid on the 21ft in the morning, and the whole 




body, excepting 30 who. had deferred, marched back under the com¬ 
mand of then former officers to Vandiwaffi, where before evening 
the whole camp was enlivened with dances and jollity, as if after 
fome fignal fuccefs. 

Mr. BuflTy, on the firft intelligence of the revolt, refolved to pro¬ 
ceed no farther, until he faw the event. The difeontent caught the 
troops he had taken with him, and he was obliged to appeafe them 
by a month’s pay, and then to wait, until the money to make up 
the fix months, as to the reft of the army, was remitted from Van- 
diwaih; and before he refumed his march, feveral incidents had 
happened, which neceffitated him to change the ftate of his detach¬ 
ment, and the rout he intended to take. 

As foon as the Engliffi army, returning from their unfuccefsfui 
attempt at Vandiwafli, arrived at Conjeveram, 100 Europeans, with 
two field-pieces, 200 black horfe, and 500 Sepoys, were detached 
under the command of Captain More, toviards the encampment 
of Baflaulut Jung at Sidaporum ; they w-i.* to be joined in the 
way by the fix companies of Sepoys at Pripetti, by 1000 be 
longing to Naz^abullah at Nelore, and by the Europeans i- both 
thefe places, who were about ya. This force was intended to 
follow and harrafs Baflaulut Jung’s army, if they fhould march 
round to meet and join Mr. Bully ; but it was the 15th of Oftober 
before they reached Kalaftrl, whete the troops from Tripettl arrived 
the lame day, but thofe from Nelore had not yet advanced. The 
two Polygars, Bangar Yatcham and Damerla Venkatypettah, terri¬ 
fied by the cavalry of Baflaulut Jung at their borders, and doubtful 
of the dlftant prote«ftion of the Englifh troops, temporized, and acr 
cording to lus fummons went to his camp, ac'umpauied by Sampe- 


trow.. This man, who has been formerly mentioned, came into the 
province with the Nabob Anwarodean hhan, and had Icrved as his 
Dually or prime-minifter, until his death ; after which, hew's ‘.bo u - 
times confultedand employed, but never trufted, byMahointdally, and 
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IkilI a little before the fiege ^fM-ridrafs retired with his wealth, whicii 
was conliderable, to Kalaflri. His dil^ft to the prelent Nabob had 
attached him to Maphuze Khan, \vho ftill continued helpl ClS itHU 
uil'contcnted, endeavouring to keep lip the difturbahces which he had 
created in the Tinivelly countries. An officer deputed by 
both went toBuflaulut Jung, as Toon as itwas known that he had 
feparated from his brothers, Salabadjing and Nizamally; and it is 
laid, feconded the advice of the French in his fervice, to enter the 
Carnatic, but with very different views ; for Sampetrow, wffio ma¬ 
naged the intrigoic, intended that Baflaulut Jung Ihould proclaim 
himfcif Nabob, and appoint hint his Duan ; forefeeing that the 
concerns of his countries nearer the Kriffna would foon call hiiri 
away; when he intended that Baflaulut Jung fliould i ominate Ma- 
pliuze Khan his deputy in the Carnatic, and Sampetrow continuing 
Duan, would, by his afeendance over Maphuze Khati, gather the 
whole power of the government into his own hands. When it was 
obje£led what engagements were to be taken or kept with the French, 
Sampetrow laid, None, if poflible, with cither them or theEnglifli; 
but, if neceflitated to • hufe, Maphuze Khan was at leafl: equally free 
from prediledion to e/'v^r. As a Ipecimen of his own abilities tor 
the lituation to wdiich he afpired, he perfuaded the two Polygars to 
make each of them a prcfent of 40,000 rupees in ready money, and 
.added the fame fum of his own. Tliis affiftance was very milch 
ivanted, and gave recommendation to his counfel, of fvhich he was 
expefting the eft'eft, when an officer of the ffrft diftindtion in Sala- 
hadjing’s court, at.d he tonlident of Nizamally, arrived in the 
camp, with offers of frlcndlhip, reconciliation, and grants, to dif- 
luade Baflaulut Jung from entering into any alliance with tK; 
French agaiiift the Englllh. Nizamally foreffiw, that the flaiidard 
of his !)!other, as the fon of Nizamalmuluck, with the force he com¬ 
manded, and his resources, if afling in conjunffion with the French 
iii the Carnatic, miglit turn ’'he fortune of the war l;i rheir favour; 
a!)d, in their fuccefs, he faw and dreaded, with abomination, the 
reftoraL ^f Mr. Bufly to the councils of Salabadjing, as the ruin 
of l.is own ambition. Baflaulut Jung inclined to the advice of 3 am- 
I pet row, 
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and wovild probably have advanced into the plains of the 
Carnatic, with eq\ial profeffions to the French and Englilh, it the 
troops had not arrived as they did at Kalaftrl. Their ap- 
pearan> '^concerted him the more, becaufe the commander of the 
Frenr'. Lwv.p= in his army, and the agent deputed to him from 
Fondicherry, had, with as much confidence as imprudei\ce, afllircd 
him, before he crofl'cd the Pennar, that Mr. Bufly would join him 
at Sydaporum on the ift of Oftober. It was now the 19th, and 
.Bafiaulut Jung, fo long difappointed, would not at length believe 
that Mr. Bufly had even left Pondicherry ; wlicn reports arrived of 
the revolt at Vandiwafh ; on which, he beat his great drum, re- 
Crofled the Pennar, and marched to the N. w. into the country of 
Cudapah, towards the capital of the fame name. The French troops 
accompanied him, diftrefled for neceflarles; but their officers pre^ 
vailed on him to requeft of Mr. BuflTy, that he would immediately 
• advance and join him in Cudapah. Mr. Bufly received this intelli 
gence on the 24th, and fetout the fame day ; but, as more than half 
the way he had to pafs was througli the mountains, he took with 
him only three companies of Sepoys, 100 of t le European horfe, ai\d 
200 black under a good partizan, which .c had enlifted at his 
own expence at Arcor, becaufc thofe he '.ud brought from Vaiuli- 
walh were gonp off" lot want of pay* They marched without artil*" 
lery, and with very little baggage. 

The monlbon, with figns of ftormy weather, warned Admiral 
Pocq.cikc to quit the coaft : the prcfidency endeavoured to perfuadc 
him --o It-^ave fuch of his Ihips as did not require the dock, in the 
boj. of’Trinconamalec; from whence they mlgiit return with the 
fah weather in January, ready to oppofc any part of the French fqu.v 
dron, which might lie lent back expeditloufty from the Itlands, in 
order to command the coaft during the abfence of the Englilh ; but 
Mr. Pococke judlcioufly relblved not to dimlnilh his fti ength, until he 
had rounded Ceylon, and was far enough up ti.e M.dabar coaft ro 
be fure the enemy were not waiting to meet him there, under tins 
very tV'iii^^vantage: but promifed, as foon as Iccurc Irom this event, 

to l^n4 mtmd Mr,.Cornilh’s Ihips, if they Ihould join mm in tl.o 
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way. On the 16th, the Revenge, which had been left cruizing to 
the Ibutlaxvard, came In with intelligence that fhe had on the 8*:h 
fallen in with Mr. Cornilh’s divifion, and [three Indlamen- 
on board Colonel Coote, with 600 men, the remainder c is regi¬ 
ment, and that they w^re beating up to Madrafs. Mr. 1 -'’'^rke 
failed, with his fquadron, at break of day on the iStii, and the fame 
night met Mr. Cornilh’s off Pondicherry : he immediately put fuch 
of the troops as were on board the men of war into the Queenlbo- 
rough frigate, and lent her away, with the three Indiamen, to Ma- 
drals; where they did not arrive until the 27th, taking ten days 
ngainn: the monfoon to gain what with it might have been run in as 
many hours. As foon as the troops were landed, 200 from the camp 
were embarked, in five Indiamen, for Bengal, with Major Calliaud, 
whom Colonel Clive had requefted might be fent to take the com¬ 
mand of the army In that province, if Colonel Coote fhould l/e de¬ 
tained to ferve on the coaft. Sixty Europeans had been fent a few 
days before to Mafulipatam ; but thefe detachments were partly com- 
penfated by another exchange of prifoners with Pondicherry, from 
whence 170, all that remained there, were delivered, and arrived 
on the I yth at Madraf . 

Tlic lafl: exchange be;.c'e this in Augufl had cleared Tritchinopoly 
of the remainder of the French prifonei-s in confinement there. The 
numbers whicli, on different fucceffes, had been brought into the city, 
were 670, all taken during the campaigns of Colonel I..awreilce, 
under rlic walls of the city ; but only 400 were remaining to be re- 
leafcd, in ( he late exchanges : of tlie reft mofl had died ; 30 had 'v>.en 
fent on tiieir offer of enlifting to ferve with*Mahoraed Iflbof in the 
countries of Madura and Tinivclly; and the others, who, although 
foreigners were not Frenchmen, had been admitted to ferve in the 
garrifon of Tritchinopoly, which, the final clearance of its dungeons 
Tfclcaled fi'om the fevcre/l and moft anxious part of their duty. 

The detachiruait of ,0 men lent from Madral?, arrived at the city on 
tl e 26th of AugdR. The Dutch at Negapatam would not let them 
j::ndin their bounds, whicit obliged them to come on fliore in the open 
(ev/n of K agore, where they would have been expofed to rilque, if 

there 
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^re had been a llrong force in the French fort of Karlcal. With 
th’s reinforcement the garrifon had 250 eftlmated Europeans, moll 
cf were invalids, deferters, or topaffes, and 3000 Sepoys; 

and the hob ftill maintained his 1000 horfe, which had afforded 
par*-''', xufticio. I to fecure the revenues of the diftrifts of Tritchinopoly 
fouth of the Colei oon, of Seringhamon the other fide, and even farther 
on toVolcondah, before the detachment with Fumel had extended the 
authority of the French government as far as Utatoor. The inter¬ 
mediate villages, of which the French had lately taken pofleflion, had 
remained for many months before unmolefted, and were flouriihing; 
and, asfoon as it was known that Fumel was returning fromVolcon- 
dtth to Pondicherry, Captain Jofeph Smith detached Captain Richard 
Smith, with 180 Europeans, four guns, 800 Sepoys, and 500 of 
the Nabob’s horfe, to recover the country that had been loft. 
They marched on the i8th of September; but had only croHed 
the Coleroon, when news of the arrival of the French fqiiadron 
at Pondicherry alarmed the Nabob fo much, that, to quiet his 
apprehenfions, all the Europeans, with 600 of tlie Ccpoys, were 
recalled into the city; but the horfe, with the other 200 Sepoys, 
went on to Utatoor. Colonel Brereton when dctcrmlhc(l to 
march agalnfl: the French at Vandiwalh, h^U enjoined Jofeph Smlll'. 
to undertake fome enterprize which might draw off a part of their 
force from their ftations towards the Paliar, and oblige them to de¬ 
tain to the fouthw.ard, wliat might bo at this time in thofc quarters; 
his letters arrived on the 6th of Offober. J. Smith had for fome time 
me ^.hated an attempt to retake De\H Cotah by farprlze, to give the 
fquadron a certain Ration, from which, they might be fupplied with 
water and provifions, without begging leave, as it w ere, of the Danes 
and Dutch. The opportunity was at this time probable ; for, confiding 
in the remotenefs of its fituatlon from any of the Euglilh Rations, and 
wanting troops in other parts, Mr. Lally had reduced the garrifon to 
30 Europeans and 100 Sepoys; and jihe Cofofoon, wdiich dlfein- 
bogueth into the fea near Devi Cotah, was at this time full and rapid. 
On the night of the 9th, Captain Richard Smith, w ith i4-0 Europeaus 
and Topafles, 200 Sepoys, two petards, and fome fcaling hulders. 
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embarked in two large boats, which fcrvcd as ferries over the; Cole- 
roon, and thirteen of wicker, covered with leather, which,are 
wife ufed on the fame river. Lieutenant Horne, with 500 •~^Tro 
and two field-pieces, marched two days before to Tanjo'* uid the 
Nabob’s horfe, with the 200 Sepoys, advanced from f'^i.acooi the 
diftrids of Verdachelum ; all the three parties were to join, and at¬ 
tack Chilambarum, if the attempt on Devi Cotah fucceeded. It was 
expeded, that the current would carry the boats down in 60 hours, . 
although the diftance by the courfe of the river is 200 miles. Heavy 
rains commenced as fooh ns the troops were embarked, and conti¬ 
nued this and the fucceeding day. At the noon of the nth 
they landed in an unfretjuented part covered with wood to drefs 
1 their meal and dean their arms; in the enfuing rhght, one of the 
large boats, in which was Enfign Hunterman, with half the Eu¬ 
ropeans and Topafles, the fcaling ladders and petards, and feven of 
die fmaller boats, loft the main channel of the river, and entered 
into that which leads from it on the left toward Chilambarum, 
and foon alter ran aground on a bank of fand; wLere feeing no¬ 
thing of the other be its, and uncertain wdiethcr they were before 
or behind, or whetl.'*; they might not likewife have ftruck 
on forae fand, Hunterman refolvcd to remain wdiere he was until 
day-light; before which, Captain Smitli, with the reft of die boats, 
was arrived at the rendezvous, five miles from Devi Cotah, and 
w aiting for thofe wdth Hunterman, wdficli did not come up until 
the evening. This deday dilcovercd the detachment. IVever- 
tlh lefo Captain bn Ith m uchetr aciofs the land,, and took poii on 

the r4th, Intonding to cfealude in the enfuing night.. Two Troad 

and deep channels »il rlu- (. olcroon pafs along the north and foutl 
iidvs of ihc foj t the ground to the wTft was at tins time a morafs • 
the eaftern fire ftandiiig on dry fand, ivas the only part acceflible • 
Inir. had a dry dl'cli and glacis; both, however, fljglit. The boats 
^ troops rhTfjjt cWvvn tiie nortii clrannel 'the ftrand 

w/A&rs all Iirudr d. T rie Luroperi-s \verc to efcalade, the Sepoys to 
Ihf aia them, as d no lire Waste be given by any on any caufc, 
leforc t'te Europeans had gained footing on the rampart. The 
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moon v/as rifeii, and the Europeans with the ladders were 
nev'erchelcfs'at the foot of the w'all before they were dlfcovered 
by t J^arrlfon, who immediately thronged and fired ; which 
the ? ^ ' ‘It the creft of the glacis, who fliared part of it, return^jl 

ill much hill t and confufion, and then ran away; on which Cap- ^ 
tain Smith feeing no farther probability of fucceis, ordered 'die Eu- ;; 
ropeans to retreat likewife. Thirty of them had continued in the 
boats, unable to move' with fwelled legs, acquired by fetting 6o 
hours, up to their knees in water ; and iiine, who were foreigners, 
had deferted. The next day he received ititeUlgc nce of the repulfe 
__of the Englilh troops at V£ndiwafh, fignified with apprehenfions 
of evil confeqvences from the ill fuccefs; and this news, witli tiic 
mifchances of his party, and the preparation of the garrlfon rendered 
farther perfeverance imprudent. In the morning the dilhbled men 
ivere fent off to Atchaveram, and the ' eft followed in the afternoon. 
The {willing of the rivers had prevented Horne’s detachment from adr 
vaiKiug beyond Tanjore; and if they had, the^news • the repullc 
at Vandiwafh, would equally have prevented the attempt on Clii- 
lambamm; and they were ordered to -sturn to Tritchinopoli'. 
Captain Smith followed, with his o\* . deqichiueut, and all tlic 
ftores, through tbe'country along ‘.he Ibuth bank of the Colcroon, and 
arrived on the 24th. The fmali boats were burnt for w ant of hands 
tc carry them back, but the tw'o larger were left to be towed up, as 
foon as the frefhes iverc paffed. 

■ .11 the revenues collefled by the French gm’ernment, even w'hen' 
tiieir pofleffions were moft extended, had never fufficed for tlic cx- 
penccs of the field. Much ground had lately been recovered by the 
Englifh; whofe reinforcements, and their late, although unfucccl! ful, 
attack on Vandiwafh alarmed the country on the foutli of the Palin r; 


in which many of the villagers were quitting their fields, which 
gave the. renters fpecious pretexts to requir ■ abatements on tluir 
leafes frori the admihiftratlon of Pohdlclicrry. No money, and many 
debts remained in the treaiury there; and the late revolt demonllratc d 
that the troops could hot be trufted for the time to con^ any 
longer tlian they fliould be paid. The only part of the pr(> 
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Vince, ^vhether under the French the Englifh, or the 

thority, which had lately remained exempt from rayage,^contr 

tions, or military operations, was the country from Outatoo , 
fouthern diftrifts of Tritchinopoly, including the rich ' fertile 
ifland of Seringham ; where the approachmg harvex. .r Decex... 
which is by far the greateft of the year, promifed in this, a rnore 
abundant crop than ufual. The government’s fhare was valued at 
600,000 rupees, and would be received in February. From thefe 
confiderations Mr. Lally refolved to take poffeffion of thefe coun¬ 
tries, with a force fufficient to keep the garrifoii of Tritchinopoly 
within their walls. But as this could not be effeaed, without ex- 
poling the ftatlons and country near the Paliar to rifque, by the fub- 
ftraaion of fuch a number of troops as would be lent away to.the 
Ibuthward, he meant to ftation 800 men near Arcot, who were to move 
to the relief of any place that might be attackedand, w'ith this af- 
iillance in profpea, he fuppofed that the garrifons he Ihould leave in 
the forts, aklxough very llciulor, would defend themfelves to extre¬ 
mity, ar.-’i protrad the fuccefles of the Englilh force, until his r>b- 
jea to the foudiward vas accompWhcd. Mr. Deleyrit, and the 
Council of Pondicherry, >hjeaed to the reparation of the army, as 
fraught with the moll; dangerous conlequences. Mr. Lally imputed 
their repugnance to the intention he had declared of farming out the 
coliedions under his own infpcaion, by which they would be de¬ 
prived, as he fuppofed, of their ufual perquifites; and they attribu'ed 
his propenfity to the expedition to the fame fpirlt of peculation 
To confirm the appearance ofmaiutalnlng thePaliar, a detachment ji 
5omeiiof Lally’s regiment attacked three companies of Sepoys, polled 
in a village called Checkrlmalorc, fituated on the fouth bank of the 
river, in a line oppolite to Conjeveram; but the Sepoys Hood firm, 
killed five, and took three men, with an officer mortally wounded. 
Two companies were likewife polled at Salawauk, between Outra- 
malorc and Chinglapett, of wlvch Lieutenant Fletcher 'IrewolF one 
to 11 l engthen the elcort proceeding with the lall exchange of French 
prifoners to Sadrafs; on which the French guard at Outramalore 
drove away the other company remi’inlng at Salawauk; but a few 

days 
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t^ys after. Lieutenant Fletcher recovered this-poft. At the fame 
Lime parties and detachments were continually moving, to accora- 

difpofitions Mr. Lally had arranged. . The troops allotted 
for the expedition. were 900 Europeans, of whicn 100 were 

1000 icpoys, 200 black horfe, and ten pieces of cannon, 
under the comn'and of Mr. Crillon; their rendezvous was at 
Thiagar, to which they reforted from different parts by various 
routed and were all affembled there on the eleventh of November. 
Neither the prefidency of Madrafs, nor Captain Smith at Trit- 
chinopoly, obtained any certain account of their force or inten¬ 
tions The Nabob’s horfe, with the 500 Sepoys, which had been 
fent to Verdachelum, and had done no little milcbief during 
their excurfion, had returned toUtatoor on the rath, and w'ere halt¬ 
ing there on the 15th, when they difeovered an advanced party of 
the enemy, which they fuppofed the wdiole, and immediately re¬ 
treated to Pltchandah; a few hours after, the enemy came up to 
Samlaveram, and the next day, their horfe advanced, and reconno.tered 
the banks of the Coleroon, and then fell back and took ^viu ’uth tlie 
reft in the village and pagoda of .Munfurpet. Tlie whole force 
was 2? Europeans, 100 Codrees, 500 Sepev., two guns, and f^^nre 
black horfe, commanded by a partizan and .wo lubalterns; of which 
Tofeph Smith obtained right intelligence ; and early the next morn¬ 
ing fent out 10 companies of Sepoys, 120 Europeans and topafles, lix 
field.pieces, and 400 of the Nabob’s horfe, under the command of Ins 
fecenf Richard Smith, and from the intimacy between them he 
acu mpanied the detachment as a volunteer. They crofted the Caveri 
and Coleroon . oppofite to the city. The village of Munfurpet 
rad rice-fields in front, through which the road onwards to the Co¬ 
leroon was a caufeway raifed above , them; fo that the enemy had no at¬ 
tack to fear on this fide, and their retreat was open to Samiaver.im 
and Utatore. The banks of the Coleroon are fUep and hip., and 
the water at this time was fo low as to run onl> 1,1 fmall chamrels, 
leaving large beds of fand„ and a fhore of it, under the banks. Three 
companies of Sepoys were fent up the bank with the colours of al 
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t!u- companies, which they clifplayed at propeV'diftaneCS to reflriible, ' 
whilft the main body of the detachment filfed unfee'n uhdjf ' the "■: 
bank, two miles on to the left, when-quitting the river ,ey con¬ 
tinued their march in the bed of a water-conrle‘then d - hich led 
to the north, and brought them on two miles, ftill u’- difeov'ered, Uhtu 
they were in, a line with Munfurpet, when thu watef-courfe turn¬ 
ing another way the troops came out of it; and as they were afeend- 
iiig a rifing ground juft before them, within a mile and a half of 
Munfurpet, were for the firft time perceived by the enemy there; 
v/hofe confulion was much lefsthan might have been exi^edted from 
the furprize. They got, although in hurry, their line into order, 
and began to retreat faft in order to gain Samiavera'A. The Nabob’s 
horfc were detached to harrafs and impede their front, And by hard 
driving four of the field-pieces were brought near enough to fire upon 
tlicir line of march, when they very imprudently unllmbercd their 
guns to return this fire. Neverthelcfs the jpurfuit lafted four miles, 
when the halted In a village, to ftand the brunt; but were loon 


b.;at from their guns, and the whole broke, and every man begged 
■ quarter. One officer 15 Europeans, and 30 Ceftrees, were made 
prifoners; moft of the re, ^ v^f thefe troops were killedduringthe purfuit 
• andfight. SomcoftheSepoysweroCutdown inthebeginningof the rout 
by the Nabob’s horfe, who were immediately ordered to fparc all who 
flung down their arms. The two guns, two tumbrils, a great quai’tity 
• pf ammunition, all the baggage, and an elephant, were taken. CV^ttain 
Ricliard Smitli converfing with one of the prifoners, obtain*. •1 in¬ 
formation from him of the force with Mr, Crillon, and,'to his great 
furprize, that it would encamp tliis vt-ry evening at Utatorc, and ad¬ 
vance on the morrow. Fatiguing as the fcn'ice of the day had been, 
no time was to be loft. The whole detachment, with their pri¬ 
foners and f[)oi!s, icturncd that niglit to the bank of the Colerooii, 
and flept on their rrms, and early the next morning began to crofs 
the river, in which a Hidden, frefti was coming dorvn, which oliligeil 
the latter part of the detachment to pafs in boatg, and the laft boat 
in whicJi was one of the gun.s, was driven on a fand, from w hence 
it took foul* iiours to icleafo jt^ aiid four men were drowned in the 

attempt; 
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; and by this time the fdremoft of Ciilloii’s troops appeared on 
rhe bank'of the river. The flood kept them there until the 20th, when 
rnfled into the Ifl^rd of Seringham, and encamped oppofite 
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to the weft ihee of the pagoda, in which Captain J. Smith liad ftatioued 
'’op. Sepoys, ^ colleries armed with their long lances, and two 
fielipieces, witii European gunners. The outward wall of the pa¬ 
goda, being 40 feet high, can neither be defended nor efcaladed; and, 
if battered down, which would be tedious, the ruins would be dif¬ 
ficult to pafs. The great gateway is within, 40 feet high', 30 broad, 
and 40 through to the inlide of the pagoda. As it is impoliible to 
weild gates of fuch a furface, a wall 20 feet high had beei; raifed 
acrofs the middle of the paflage, and in the wall was left an opening, 
in which likewife no gate had been erefted. A trench was therefore 
dugacrofs the paflagein front, and a parapet was raiftd behind the open¬ 
ing for the field-pieces. At day-break on the 2 1 ft, the French advanced 
their beavieft cannon, whlcli foop beat down the partitloh-wall, ana 
difabled the field-picccs on the parapet. They then ran to the allault, 
and ftormed their way in; not without much reiiftan.e ynm the 
Sepoys, but very little from the colleries. Irritated by their lofs, 
they refufed quaiter for forng time after al! rcfiftar.ee had coaled. 
They then turned out whom they had Ipared, \\hcn the mulketry 
fired upon them as they were going i\way, and fomc of the Luropcau 
horib rode after and cut down others : but neither with the permil- 
fion of theh officers. The garrllbii of Tritclilnopoly beheld tliis 
wan ten cruelty from the walls; but could give no relief. Few of 

the Sepoys regained the city, and one of the tnree coinpaniu>,was 
intlrely loft. Jofeph Smith reproached Crlllon fcvcrcly tor fins 

larbarity. _ , , . r \ ■ 

The prefidency, as foon as certified of the doftination of thu part 

of the French army, re.folved that the whole of their own Ihouldiim¬ 
mediately fake the field. The choice of operations was left to Co Ion d 
Coote, who Qi’ the 21ft of November came from 1 /Iadrafs to Con ic vt - 
ram, where the largeft divifion of the troops were in cantouintui. 
Having taken the command, he immediately aftimbkd a council d 
war, in which it was agreed, th .t the ftparattd aiul dill.int ittiia- 
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tlons of the enemy’s troops, left a fair opportunity to reduce the fort 
of Vandiwafli, which it was determined to try. The troops wiilch 
had landed with Colonel Coote, joined the camp at Conjr. cram uu 
the 23d ; from whence Captain Prefton was fent off the fame day 
with his own company of infantry and of the pioiv ers, to remain, 
at Chinglapett, in readinefs to advance with tlv m when called for 
to Vandiwalh, bringing likewife two eighteen-pounders and a howitz. 
Ttie next evening Major Brereton proceededwith aftrong detachment 
to attack Trivatore ; and on the 25th Colonel Coote with the main 
body advanced towards Arcot, where all the enemy’s troo^ in the 
field were encamped. Thefe difpofitions were meairt to per.^ex their 
guefs of what blow was intendeld; they had mofl reafon to expedl 
agaiuft Arcot, but neverthelefs concluded Vandiwafli. 

A party fent forward by Major Brereton inverted Trivatore at nine 
at night, but kept their guards fo negligently, that the garrifon, 
which were only a company of Sepoys, efcaped through them be¬ 
fore morni-Ts;. Major Brereton, leaving two companies of Sepoys in 
Trivatore, marched cn with his divifion, and arrived the next day, 
which was tlie 26th, at Vandiwafli. Early the next morning they 
affaulted the pettali and carried it, after a flight refirtance from fome 
Sepoys, but without any jofs. 

Colonel Coote arrived the fame morning with his divifion at Arcot, 
where lie faw nothing of the enemy’s troops on the ground of their 
encampment near the town. They had fent a detachment on the right 
of the 24th, preceding the morning thatCoIonelCoote began his march, 
ivhich attacked the Englifli port at Checkrimalore, where the three 
companies of Sepoys had juft been reinforced, without the enemy’s 
knowledge, witli 3oEuropeansfromConieveram. Their detachment at 
tacked before da} -break of the 25th, and were repulfed, with the lofs 
01 20 Eiuop'\ms, and their commanding officer, and retreated imme- 
dirftly to Chittapet; to which, as appointed the general rendezr 
' oiis, tlie reft of the troops in the field at Arcot were or» their march 
in the < ver ‘ ng of tlie 26th, whilft Colonel Coote’s divifion was ap¬ 
proaching tlie ground they were quitting. Jn the evening of the 
2;tii, fonic hours after his arrival. t Arcot, Colonel Coote received 
4 an 
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.iprefs from Major Brereton of his fuccefs on the pettah of Van- 
divvalh ; and immediately made a forced march towards him. The next 
flni’-, he. left Major Monfon to bring on the line, and proceeding with 
the cavalry, arrived before noon at Vandiwafli; w'here Brereton had 
alraoft complf»-'=‘d a battery for the tw^o eighteen-pounders which 
accompanied In: divilion. It was eredted in the wellern pettah, 
againft the tower and cavalier in the s. w. angle of the fort. In 
the night, another battery was begun near the N. w. angle of the 
fouthern pettah, diredly oppofite to the fame tower; and both 
were compleated before the morning; but as the two eighteca- 
pounders expeded from Chinglapett were not arrived, tw'o twelve- 
pounders brought up from the line were mounted in their Bead. Hi¬ 
therto the enem)- had fired day and night from the walls, and only 
(lightly wounded one man. The fire of the batteries opened w'ith 
the day, wluch was the 29th, and the tower attacked was filenced, 
and a pradicable breach made in it, before noon : when Colonel Coot^ 
fummoned the French officer, who anfwered, that he (hould obey 
the orders he had received, to defend the fort to ext’".Tlw; 
batteries then continued to difmantle other parts of the defences; and 
in the evening Major Monfon came up, with the main body of 

the army. , ^ ^ . /• 

Iti tlic inortting^ tlic Kcllids-r lint Oinc of Ins officers ^ud ior*” 

vants, to ftipulate for his own fecurity in the event. Colonel Coote 
pie lo’ed hlmfelf to continue him in the fort, and in the rent of the 
difti^as, as a dependent of the Company, if he wwild, with his own 
troops, feize, and deliver up thofe he had admitted belonging to the 
French ; but infifted on a pofitive anfwer by two in the afternoon ; 
at which hour no anfwer came; but a little after, the French foldiers 
appeared on the walls, and called out, that they would deliver up the 
fort. Colonel Coote chanced to be at the battery, and hmnediatcly 
ordered a company of Sepoys to advance, and take poffeffion of the 
gateway; who when they came there, were tcM that the key was 
with the Kellidar. This baulk might have prc-duced untow^ard con- 
(equences, if Colonel Coote, at the fame time that he fent the Sepoys 
fo the gate, had not advanced himfelf with another company to the 

. ’ VoL. II. ■ 4 A ^'reach, 
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breach, which they entered without oppofition ; and being imn 
ately followed by fome of the officers with the picquet, no refiftance- 
was attempted In any part of the fort. The troops belonging Lo 
the French were five fubaltern officers, 63 private Europeans, and 
100 Sepoys; the Kellidar’s, 500 horfemen and foot. In this fuccefs, 
not a man of the Englifli troops was killed, and only five weic 
wounded. The Englifh forces had thrice before been againfl: this 
place, and in the lafl: were repulfed, as we have lately leen, with as 
much lofs as they had fuffered in any adlion in thefe wars. The 
Kcllidar had figned the treaty, juft as the troops entered ; but his 
importance in the province, his relation to the family of Chunda- 
faib, his long connexion with the French government, and his in¬ 
veterate enmity to the Nabob Mahomedally, weighed unjuftly more 
than the refpedi due to a contrad of which he was fulfilling his 
part. He was brought to Madrafs, behaved haughtily, and would 
give no account of his treafures, which he had fent away to Coilas 
Guddy, a fort on one of the higheft hills near Velore, in which 
refided-*-'.^ vvldow of Subderally Cawn, The Nabob faid, that the 
making him prifoner was of more importance than the redudion of 
the fort, but offered to releafe him for ten lacks of rupees. 

The French troops in th'‘ field had made no motion from Chittapet 
to interrupt tlie attack; and, as their inadion rendered it unneceflary 
to march againfl: them, Colonel Coote refolved to attack Carangoly, 
before they were reinforced fufficiently to rifque an engagem mt. 
Carangoly is fituated 35 miles w. s. w. from Vandiwafh, 12 to the 
fouth a little wefter'y fibm Chinglapett, and i8 from Sadrafs and 
the fea. The fort is large., having feur not very unequal fides, of 
which the circumference is 1500 yards. It is built of ftone, 
has, before the main wall and the towers, a parapeted faufebray, and 
a wet ditch. The four fides nearly face to the cardinal points of the 
ccmipafs; a pettah, feparated from the fort by an efplanade, and 
extending in a curve, hitirely enveloped the north, and part of the weft 
and eaft faces of the fort. As the weakeftpart, becaufe neareft to the 
oppofite pettah, the French had thrown up a glacis before the north 
front, but had not completed it beftre the tower in the n.e. angle. 

The 
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^ _'he army, by detachments, entered the pettah, on the 4th of 
December, and were expofed to fome fire from the fort, wfiich killed 
a grenadier. The attack was confined to the north front, wfiich, 
befides the two round towers in the angles, had the ufual voluminous 
defences of a gateway, and a fquare tower on eacli hand of it; in all 
3 projedions. On the 6th the army had finilhed, and began to fife 
from, a battery of two eighteen-pounders, oppofite the fquare tower 
next the round one in the angle on the left of this front. One of 
the guns fired to breach in the angle of the curtain on the left of 
the fquare tower, and the other to take off the flanking fire ot the 
fovnd ; but the fire of the fort was much fuperior ; tor- befides 
(ewral old mms long belonging to the fort, the French had nine 
excellent pieces well mounted, which they brought to this face; and 
embrafures not only in the gate-way, but in the two towers on the 
right of it, commanded the battery; to oppofe which another battery 
for two guns was raifed on the left of the firft, which opened on 
the 7th in the morning, and the eight-inch howitz was planted in 
the N. w. part of the pettah, which firing dead fliells in reccriiet 
infiladed iir its whole length the rampart of the front attacked, rt 
noon of this day the breach appeared practicable, and Colonel v,oote 
fummoned the commandant, Colonel O Kenelly, an Irilhman, and 
an officer of reputation in Daily’s regiment, fignifying tliat, if he 
perfifted, the garrifon would be expofed to the fame treatment as had 
been infliaed on the troops taken by aflault at Seringham, O Ke¬ 
nelly anfwered, that, as the letter was not direded in Frencji, he 
had not opened it; and as foon as the trumpet who brought it had 
reached the pettah, recommenced th ^ f .e. It continued hotly on 
the *?th and 9th ; when Colonel Coote advanced a zig-zag from the 
breaching battery. On the .oth in the morning, there only^ re¬ 
mained fhot for two hours ; and more had been fent for from Chmg- 
lapett; but before the batteries ceafed, a flag of truce, little expected, 
appeared on the walls. Time was at this time of more importance 
than any thing but the difgrace of a repulfe, and Coote granted al* 
moft all that was afked. The garrifon, which confiftedof 100 Enro- 
neaiis, including officers, marched out with their amis, two rounds 
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a man, fix days provifions, colours flying, and drums beating : the 
Sepoys were dil'armed, but likewife fet free. Four of the nine guns^ 
belonging to the French had been difmounted, two Europeans were 
killed, and five dangeroufly wounded. The Sepoys had fuffered 
more. The lofs of the Englifli troops was lieutenant Campbell of 
the artillery; a grenadier, a Sepoy, and a Topafs mortally woun" • 

On the 12th, the army encamped again at Vandiwafli; where 
they were joined the fame day by Captain More, with his detach¬ 
ment from the northward. Thefe troops had advanced, accom¬ 
panied by thofe at Tripetti as far as Nelore, and- were joined on the 
road by the party of Europeans flationed there with liein . '.iani? 
Elliot; but the troops of Nazeabullah although nad' not 

ftirred a ftep from the walls; he neverthelefs pretended that the 
dread of his preparations had been the principal caufe of Baflaulut 
Jung’s retreat out of the Carnatic. All alarms having ceafed in this 
part of the country. Captain More fenf back Elliot’s party to 
Nelore, and thofe which had come from Tripetti, and returned 
w’'.n his own divifibn by the way of Tripaflbre to Conjeveram. 

Colonel Coote, when marching againfl; Vaiidiwafh, had ordered 
Captain Wood, if to be done with fafety, to advance from. Covre- 
pauk, and take poft in the city of Arcot, in order to prevent the 
French garrifbn in the fort there from collefting provifions. Wood 
arrived in the town on the 28th, with 300 Sepoys, 50 Europeans, 
and 50 black horfe, who, without the leaft oppSfition, took pof- 
feflion of the Nabob’s palace and the adjacent ffreets, although 
not half a mile fi-om fort ; where they obliged the French renter 
and the principal inhabitan s redeem the reft of their property, 
by furnifhing at the market-price a ’arge quantity of rice, of wl.^h 
the fcarcity was encreafing every da^^ by a general fiulure of the 
harveft in this part of the country. Captain More’^ detachment 
was ordered to join Captain Wood’s on their return, and both to 
make preparations fi r the attack of tlie fort of Arcot, againfl: wliich 
Colond Coote intended to march as fbon as he had reduced Caran- 
goly. They had colleded falcines and other materials, and had even 
begun to conftro< 9 : one of the batteries, wlien they were obliged to 
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viv-iixL, and retire, on the 9th, by the approach of Mr. Bufly re¬ 
turning from the northward with a much larger force than had 
accompanied him out of the province. 

After fifteen days march, and three of halt, Mr. Bufly, with his 
detachment, arrived on the loth of November at Baflaulut Jung’s 
w’ 0, which was lying on a plain, fix miles from the, city of Cu- 
dapah. The diftance from Arcot in the direft line is no miles, 
nearly north ; but 300 by the road, which winds more than two 
thirds of the way along the valle3rs of rocky mountains. The 
French detachment with Baflaulut Jung, the Europeans as well as 
rlic c ipoys, were, for want of money, in want even of food ; and to 
maiihtain their officers had fold every thing of their own, but 

their cloaths ; from fimilar diftreflcs, although not fo fevere, the 
troops of Baflaulut Jung were ready to revolt. His propofals to Mr.. 
Bufly were, “ that the French fhould regard him as the abfolute 
“ mafter of the province of Arcot, fhould furrender to his authority 
“ all the countries of which they were in pofleffion, whether in this 
“ province or in the dependencies of Tritchinopoly, and he wou’d 
“ account with them for one-third of the produce ; but whatfoev.r 
“ might hereafter be conquered, fliould become entirely his own, free 
“ of this deduaion. All affairs and tributes were to be regulated by 
theDuan he fliould appoint. The French were to fwear they would 
« affift him againft Nizamally, if he fhould enter the Carnatic; 

with whom they fliould make no treaty without the participation 
« of Baflaulut Jung; and, after they had conquered or made'peace 
“ with the Englifh, fhould furnifli him wit-b a body of troops, to 
“ make war on Nizamally. After the ; eace> he was to be put in- 
“ ^aii pofleffion of the whole Carnatic, and Its dependencies, ac- 
cording to the ancient ufages, when the French were no longer 
“to be entitled to any part of the revenues. He might return 
“ into the Decan, whenfoever he pleafed ; and, during his abkneo 
“ from his capital of Adoni, tlie hreiwh were '0 turnifh a dctacli- 
“ ment of 300 Europeans, and aooo Sepoys, with artillery, ammu-- 
u nition» and flores, to garrifon this place ; and tlit expenco ot this 
s,4„|^dy of troops might be deduced , out of his fhare o i the re v en ues 
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“of the Carnatic. As his troops were unpaid, and fince the difauer 
“ of Nazirjing were afraid of ferving iii the Carnatic, Mr. Rufly 
“ Ihould immediately lend him four lacks-of rupees to be diilributed 
“ amongft them as the only means of engaging them to march. If 
“ this agreement Ihould not take efFe<£t after his arrival at Arcot, he 
“ and his army fliould be recondudfed out of the province '^h 
friendfhip and good faith.” The tenor of thefe terms bore the 
ftrongeft marks of Sampetrow’s advice : Mr. Bufly anfwered them 
by other propofals, whidi left the iffue of every one made by 
Baflavjlut Jung uncertain, and liable to future difcuflions and ci- 
rangements. The perfonal conferences only widened the difF*:.er>cc, 
by difcovering more clearly to each the views of <-’'«^'iier, but 
Baflaulut Jung took no perlbnal difguft to Mr. Bufly, and at his 
felicitation ifliied patents fubjeding, at leafl: in words, the whole 
province of Arcot to the government of Mr. Lally, and enjoining 
all the chiefs and feudatories to pay him the ufual tributes and 
obeifance. In. the fame plain where Baflaulut Jung and Bufliy were 
er camped, were like wile lying two other confidcrable bodies of 
I'oops, the one a detachment of 3000 Morattoes appointed to guard 
that part of the territory of Cudapah, which had been ceded the 
year before tlie laft to the Morattoe jurifdidion ; tlie other was a 
body of 2500 Pitan horfe, belonging to the Nabob of Cudapah. 
Mr. Bufly, by former intercourfes, knew the officers of both. The 
Pitans lent him money, which enabled him to inlift 100 of their 
horfe, fhe fame number of Baflaulut Jung’s, and 200 pf the Mo¬ 
rattoes ; and to fupplv the immediate wants of the French troops at¬ 
tending Baflaulut Jung, a iu bis own detachment, which he now 
joined into one body under his oa.'h command. This whole ^orce 
collected, confiflted of 350 European infantry, 100 European horfe, 

2500 Sepoys, of which 500 were Arabs or Abyfiinians, 800 black 
horfe, and 10 pieces of cannon ; with which he marched away on 
the I ^/th of Noven. her, five days after his arrival, returning by the 
fame way he had come. On the loth of December, he arrived at 
Arcot, from wlience his approach had obliged Captain Moore and 
Wood to return v/ith their detachments to Covrepauk, and from 
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^ Captain Moore proceeded with his to the army at Carangoly, 
to which it added i8o Europeans, 1200 Sepoys, and 160 black horfe. 
The Europeaiis replaced the number which were left in garrilbn at 
Vandiwafh and Carangoly, and the Sepoys were more. 

The lofs of thefe places was the fevereft reproach of the error 
wb.' h Mr. Lally had coinmitted in detaching fo great a part of 
his torce to the fouthward: of which he liinifelf was fo fenfible, 
that he juftified it only by the diftrefs to which he was reduced for 
money to fupply tlie immediate pay and fubfiftance of the army. He 
ixow fent exprefles to recall them all, excepting 300 Europeans, which 
'»rere V be left in, the pagoda of Seringham. The main body of the 
Freiiv-h ’"'.named waiting their arrival at Chittapet. Mi. Bufly 

left his force about the town of Arcot, and went himfelf to Pondi¬ 
cherry. The horfe he brought Ipread themfelves, and committed 
every kind of ravage and deftrudion as far as Conjeveram, between 
the Paliar and the mountains. A body of Morattoes belonging to 
Morarirow had been for Ibme time at the pafs of Cudapanatam, w. of 
Velore ; they were commanded by Innis Khan, whom we have feei. 
ferving in the former wars gf Tritchinopoly. Both Mad rafs a I’d 
Pondicherry had agents in their camp, treating for their fcrvice. The 
Englilh, Morarirow knew, had moft money ; and pretending, that 
he had incurred great cliarges in preparing a body of troops at their 
requiifition, to march to their affiftance before the liege of Madrafs, 
for which he had not been paid, the terms he now demanded were 
peremptory^ and the rates high. They endeavoured to bargain 
lower; and he, as the Ihorteft means, in hi® .’'n politics, to make 
them conclude immediately, accepted '> o rupees from the French 
agent'-, and fent a thoufand of hi . horfe through the hills, who did 
not join their camp, btit in two days were on the Englilh ground 
between Arcot and Conjeveram. 

Colonel Coote, with the army, marched from Vandiwalh on 
the 13th, and encamped the next evening at Papantanguel, a 
town lix miles forward in the road from Trivatore to Arcot; in 
which lituatioa, half a day’s march enabled him to Interfecft 
the enemy’s troops moving to join each other, whether from Arcot, 
4 or 
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or from CLIttapet; but none appeared; for few of the returning 
troops from Seringham, and none they expected from Pondicherry, 
were as yet come up; and the divifiori remaining at Arcot was 
too weak to venture, before the others were advanced near enough, 
to enfure the jundlion. On the i6th, the army marched, and 
er.camped at Muleawady, fix miles nearer Arcot, but ftill tc . he 
fouth of -the Paliar. By this time, the horfe brought by Mr. 
Bufly, and the Morattoes let loofe by Morarirow, were committing 
every kind of ravage and defolation in the country to the north 
of this river, and as far as within 20 miles of Madrafs. Thoufa’ras 
of cattle were fwept off in as many days, which they Tid-r/ 
the firff purchafer, at feven or eight for a rupee, tl.en made 
tlrem again the booty of the next excurfion. With this experience, 
die inhabitants would no longer redeem them ; after which, no fub- 
miflions exempted themfelves from the fword, and all abandoned the 
villages and open country, to feek flielter in the woods, forts, and 
hills nearell: their reach. Not a man ventured himfelf or his bul- 
Ixk with a bag of rice to the camp ; which, for three days, were 
iv’■ally deprived of this ftaple food. Exceffive rains fell during the 
17th and all the next day, which the tents could notrefiff; and 
from the neceffity of affording the troops fome repofe. Colonel Coote 
marched from Muleawady on the 19th, and put the whole army 
into cantonments in the fort of Covrepauk, and the villages adja¬ 
cent. The next day, he w'ent to Madrafs, to confer with the Pre- 
lidcncy on tl»e meafures neceflary to be taken againli the force 
which had been recover the countries of Seringham and 

Tritchinopoly : for intclligcnv." had not yet been aeg^uired, that the 
gieateft part of them were rccallcc. 

The reduction of Vandiwafh, notvvlthffanding the lofs of Sering. 
ham, revived the reputation of the Englifh arms in the fouthern 
countries. The king of Tanjore fent horfe and foot, and Tondi- 
man and the two Moravers Micir colleries, to the Nabob at Tritchi- 
iiopoly. Mr. Lally’s orders, recalling the troops, were immediately 
obeyed. On the 9th, 600 European foot, ard 100 horfe, left the pa- 
j^oda, and rccrofled the Coleroon. As foon as they were gone, Cap>. 
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eph Smith refolved to circumfcribe the troops which remained, as 
much as the ftrength Oi.' his garril'ori allowed, and detached ^oo Se¬ 
poys, and as many Colletics, to inveft CortaUun, a mud fort on the 
fbuthern bank of the Caveri, 15 miles w. of Tritchinopoly, which 
were followed the next day by ^oo more Sepoys, two field-pieces, 
twe cohorns, and 50 Europeans, under the command of Enlign 
Morgan. The fort, in which were fome Sepoys, capitulated as foon 
as the cannon appeared. Enfign Morgan then fent half his detach¬ 
ment to attack Totcum, another fort like, and almoft oppofite to 
Cortalum, in which were 10 Europeans, and 200 Sepoys, who de- 
themfelves until Morgan came up with the refl of his force, 
when tney ^"’-mdered. From Totcum, Morgan marched to Sarnia-* 
veram, in order to join another detachment from the city, when both 
were to proceed againft LTtatoor. Early on the 16th, Jofeph Smith 
received intelligence, that a convoy of ammunition, guarded by a few 
Sepoys, were on the road from Utatoor to Seringham; and at the 
fame time, a party of 40 Europeans, and 100 Sepoys fent from 
Seringham to join and afl'ure the arrival of this convoy, were f.“r- 
ccived eroding the Coleroon ; on which he detached 40 Europeans, 
400 Sepoys, 200 of the Nabob’s horfe, and fome Collerics, acrofs 
both rivers, under the command of Enfign Bridget, with orders 


to proceed to Samiaveram, where he was to be joined by Morgan’s' 
party froniTotcum, and both united, were to take pod: at Samiaveram 
in order^o intercept the return of the enemy’s detachment. At the 
fame tinp^. Captain Richard Smith marched out of the city with 
100 Europeans, 300 Sepoys, and three guns, and took poft oii the 
fouthern bank of the Caveri oppofi'j o the Pagoda of Scring- 
ham, where he foon after knew, by a fignal from the rock 
of Tritchinopoly, that 100 more Europeans had marched from 
the pagoda, and were pafling the Coleroon ; on which, as had been 
concerted, he crofted the Caveri, and kept up the hotteft fire he 
could againft the gate of the pagoda, which was returned from 
various fcaftoldings within, and Captain Smith w'as woutulod; 
but ftill perftfting, the enemy, as had been forefecn, recalled their 
detachment. Soon after Enfign Bridget’s fignals gaw token that 
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He was in pofleflion of the pagodas at Samiaveram ; but that Enfign 
Morgan’s party was not yet come up. 'T'he next morning, the. 
French detachment which firft marched f.om Seringham, returned 
with the convoy from Utatoor, and advanced boldly to the upper pa-- 
goda of Samiaveram ; near which, enfign Bridger w^as prepared to 
oppofe them. On the firfi: firing, moft of the coolies threw d< wii 
their burthens of ammunition, and ran away; on which the 
troops, with the reft, took poll in the lefler pagoda, and, fhutting: 
the gates, prepared for defence. But in lefs than an hour, enfign 
Morgan, with the whole of his force from Totcum, appeared, 
and the enemy furrendered. They were a captain, a lieut'“-i?.nt. 
and 38 grenadiers. Of Bridger’s detachment, fevera' Spnov',, with a 
Serjeant of one of the companies, and three Europeans, were killed.- 
Theft operations w'ere of conftquence for this being the ftafon of 
harveft, and the corn ready to reap, the renters, as ufual, yielded 
the government’s fhare, w'^hieli amounted to 100,000 i*upees, to the 
ftronger force. The intelligence of theft fuccefles had not reached 
MadrafSj when Colonel Coote arrived there from the camp, but ad- 
ices were received that the grcateft part of the French force were 
returning from thefouthward; neverthelefs, the prefidency were much 
inclined to indulge the anxious and repeated requefts of the Nabobs 
to reinforce Tritchinopoly with 200 Europeans, in order to retake 
Seringham and Utatoor, and to recover the countries which had 
lately been loft, with fo much detriment to his revenues but the 
arguments of Colonel Coote, confirmed by the recent example of 
the fame error committed by Mr.Eally, and its conftquences, evinced 
the impropriety of the army at this time, when it 

feemed that the French were colftfHng their whole force, in order 
to rlfque the fate of the Carnatic in a general battle, flis reafons 
prevailed ; and he returned on the 25th to Covrepauk, where, dlu•.^ 
ing his abfence, ndlj'ing had happened, but a fkirmifti between the 
black liorft of the army, which were encreaftd to 700, and aa. 
equal body of Morattoes, wnom they beat off. On the 24th, a 
detachment of 40 black horft, with fome Sepoys of the garrifon at 

Yandiwalh, 



V 



XI. The Carnatic. 

dlwaill, furprifed a party of the enemy’s Sepoys, quartered in i 
a village called Nicon im, 15 miles to the* fouth, of whom they 
killed twelve, and'diipeiild the reft. 

The main body of the French army from Chittapett, encreafed 
by the returning troops from Seringham, and whatfoever more 
cOuid be fpared from the garrifons to the fouth of the Paliar, had 
advanced to Arcot, foon after the Englifti filed off to Covrepauk. 
Xhus their whole force, but ftronger than before, ^yas once again af- 
fembled ; and they encamped along the fouth fide of the river quite 
cn to the fuburbs of the city. On the 26th, Colonel Coote moved 
the Fnglifh army to Chinefimundrum, a village fix miles from Co- 
yrep<iuk, aqd five from Arcot, where the ground afforded a very 
advantageous encampment; for a large tank extended in front, a mo- 
rafs on each hand, and the only accefs in front and rear was by a 
caufe-way. On the 29th, the Generals Lally and Bufty came with 
a party of horfe to reconnoitre the camp, and a Ikirmifli paffed 
between them and the out-pofts. The next day, the greateft part 
of their horfe appeared again, and, after feveral motions, made an 
attack on a guard of Sepoys, ported in a village called Trimetcherti-. 
about a mile in front of the camp, and cut down feveral of tliem 
in the ftreet; but the reft kept their ground in the houfes, and 
revenged the lofs by killing feveral of the horfe, who, feeing other 
troops advancing, retired. On the 31ft, three companies of Sepoys 
crofled the river, and, at three in the morning, entered, and beat 
up the c-’xnp of the Morattoes,. which lay, on the right of the 
French encampment. All fled, as ufual when furprized ; but of the 
few {hot which were returned, one chanced to wound Enfign Mere¬ 
dith, who commanded the party ; after which, the Sep-n s could 
not be prevailed upon to purfue their fuccefs by dtH r.n mg the ani¬ 
mals and baggage. Thus doled the year 1 / 59 ’ the thud of this 
dubious war, with the two armies in fight of each other, iuitnci^ 
ther ready for immediate decifion ; for the Englifli wot c afraid of 
the ftiperiorlty of the enemy s cavalry, and vvcic i\airi;ig in ex- 
peiftation, not only ot drawing ott the body ot th ' . loiaitoes, 
whlcl> W'^ere w'ith them, but likewiie of being joined by 2000 moic 
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who were ftill remaining with Innis Khar, on the other lide of 
the mountains. On the other hand, Mr. I ally was likev/ife nego¬ 
tiating for the lame affiftance, and ftill mii’erufted the attachment of 
his European troops, althougli equal in number to the Englifh; 
and waited for an addition, by the return of what remained of the 
detachment which had been fent in April, under the condudl of Mr^ 
Moracin, to reinforce Mafulipatam. 

Not venturing to land the troops, as Mafulipatam was taken, Mr. 
Moracin failed away on the 18th of April, and in five days arrived 
at Ganjam, which is lituated at the northern extremity of the Chl- 
cacole province on the fea. The French had long kept a trading- 
houfe here, and were connefted with Narraindeu, the principal Ra¬ 
jah in this part of the province : the fort and wood of his refidence 
is called Moherry, and is lituated twelve miles from the fea-lhore, 
and thirty miles w.s.w. from Ganjam. Belides Moherry, he had 
fix or feven other forts, which lie more inland, and farther to the 
north. His conBant force was 3090 men, belides which he occa- 
lionally hired from the other polygars. The Rajah Vizeramrauze, 
f aring his adminiftration under Mr. BulTy in the province of Chi- 
cacuie, had by Ibme feverities provoked the hatred of Narraindeu ; 
which devolved, after the deatli of Vizeramrauze, on his fucceflbr, 
Anunderamrauze, who, as w'e have feen, had invited and joined 
tlie Englilh, whom neverthelefs Narraindeu had lefs realbn to 
dillike than the French, under whofe authority the vexations he 
refented from Vizeramrauze had .originated. Neverthelef'; Moracin 
propolcd, “ that their loices united fliould march firft againft the 
“ Englilh fettlcmcnt of Vizagapatam, and then againft Viziana- 
“ garum, the princl])al refidence of Anundcrauze. If fuccefslul 
thus far, they were to go on, until joined by the French army of 
obfervation, whic!) was with Salabadjing, when Mafulipatam was 
ftorrned ; probably Salabadjing would aflift in retaking this place, 
a'ld Narj-aindeu, in reward for Ins fervices, was to be placed in all 
d'tc advant ages poirefled by Anunderauzo.” Narraindeu accepted 
: (■C' ii*! , hor with no intentiori of profccuting the expedition, any 
'arther than 'he continuance of his own advjwitages. 

But 
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the French troops,- having expelled to land at Mafulipatam, 
were not provided -witli equipments for long marches, which it re¬ 
quired much fime to pi;pare at Ganjam. There were in tiie de¬ 
tachment 43 Englifh foldiers, who had been taken prifoners, and had 
entered into the French fervice, on condition of being only em¬ 
ployed on this' expedition. Thirty of thefe men together made 
their efcape foon after they landed, and, through many hardllilps, 
found their way to Cuttack in Orixa in the middle of May, w'here 
they were relieved by the Englilh refidcnt, Mr. Grey, who feat 
them to Balafore, from whence they were conveyed to Calcutta. 
Seven more arrived at Cuttack in June, and afterwards came in fe- 
vcral other deferters of other nations. It was the beginning of 
July, before Mr. Moracin was ready to march; by which time, he 
had expended all his ready money, and the fubfiftance of the de¬ 
tachment depended on the fale of fome trumpery commodities, and 
the precarious faith of Narraindeu; who, however, accompanied, 
them with his troops. After three or four marches, they were dif- 
treffed to extremity for provifions, which neither the army of Nar¬ 
raindeu, nor the inhabitants of his towns, would fupply witlioui 
money. At Burrampoor, a town in the hills, iix miles before vou 
arrive at Mogherry, the French foldiers entered the houfes to get 
victuals; a fray enfued, and blood was Ihedon both fidcs.. Narrain¬ 
deu, with all his ti'oops, immediately left them; and fummoned the 
afliftance of the neighbouring chiefs. I'he French detaclimcnt, 
having no a* ernative, marched back towards Ganjam. Narraindeu, 
and hi« allies, met them in the way, and ftood what they calle<i a 
battle *, but the European arms, as ufual, ealily difperfed them;, 
and the detachment took poll in Munfurci^tah, a town fituated eiglit 
miles from, Ganjam, in a country abounding in flocks and grain, 
where they collefled provifions, although fui rounded by the enemy ; 
with whom they commenced a negocia-iun, cf which Narraindeu 
feemed to be as defirous as themfelvcs. To conclude it, one of the 
French offic;a-s, named Darveu, went to Nari- \iadon in h.is cam,p, 
but accompanied by 40 Europeans, and the fame number of Sepoys. 
On their return, they were attacked by the ^yli<)le force they h ul v‘i 
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■ilted, and all the Europeans excepting three were killed : the Sepoys, 
not being fo much the objciSl of this treachery, fufFered lefs. Mr. 
'Moracin immediately returned to Ganjam, and encamped within 
•and round the French fa6lory,'which is on the river-lide ; and threw 
•up works fulliclent to protedt his detachment from attacks through 
the avenues ofthe town, which Narraindeu, and his allies, furrounded. 
Gf the two ihips which brought the detachment, the Harlem had 
keen dil]xitched to Arracan for provifions, and the Briftol had 
been diiven afhore in a'hard gale of wind, before the troops marched 
Co Burrampore. There was on the flocks on the river-fide a large: 
Fnow ; and in the river, feveral fmaller veflels belonging to the fac¬ 
tory, in which they intended to return to Pondicherry with the 
northern monfbou, after .the Englifli fquadron fhould have quitted 
the coaft. In the mean time, they continued for many days, fkir- 
mllhingwith the troops of Narraindeu, who at length offered to treat, 
which produced a ceflation of hoflilities, but no terms of reconci¬ 
liation ; for the demands of the French were in proportion to the in- 
iuries they had received; and Narraindeu only meant to fave the ex- 
nences of the field, with fecurity that the French troops would not 
inake incurfions into his country, after his own fhould have returned 
-to their quarters. This they promifed, and remained quiet. 

In the mean time letters from Narraindeu to Colonel Clive ar¬ 
rived in Bengal, requfling him to fend a body of Europeans, which, 
joined by his own force, might eafily take or deflroy the whole of 
the French detachment with Moracin. The report of the defer- 
ters confirmed the fcalibility of thi.s projccl. But the duhioi.;.'' flate 
ofthe Englifh affairs, and tlie dccrcale of tlielr mllitaiy force in Bengal 
fcarcely permitted any farther diminution of it: however. Colonel 
Clive, his ufnal fpirit of enterprlzc, iletermined to try theexpe- 
rirnent. Sixty Europeans, half of them artillery men, were em¬ 
barked on the Hardwicke, wlilch had loo Europeans as her crew. 
The fhip failed out of the river on the 30th of September, and on the 
y th of Ovtuber anchored in the road of Ganjam under Dutch colours. 
'I wo t'rerfch ofSefers immediately came on board to enquire news, 
and wen detained prifoners Captain Samfbn then went alhore un- 
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a paflport to Morat'.m, magnified the force he had brought, fald 
more was coming, and propofed that he fhould furrender his whole 
detachment to avoid unnccefl'ary bloodfhed. But Moracin had ob¬ 
tained jiifter intelligence. Samfon then landed meflengers which 
got to Narraindeu, who being by this time certified that the French 
detachment would foon go away of their own accord, had no farther • 
motive or inclination to renew hoftilitles againft them: but neverthe- 
lefs promifed Sampfon that he would foon appear with Iris array, 
and again inveft the town. A civil intercourl’e of melfages conti¬ 
nued between them until the aoth, when Sampfon being convinced 
that he intended to do nothing, failed away for Bengal. 

In tlie beginning of November, Mr. Moracin embarked from Gan- 
jam with 40 Europeans in a floop, and on the i ith landed at Coca- 
nara, which lies clofe to the fea, on the right-hand of a fmall river, 
about 20 miles N. E. of the eaftern arm of theGodaveri. On this arm 
arefituated the-Englllh and French fadtories of Ingeram and Yanam. 
Of the prifoners taken at Mafulipatam, moft of thofe who had been 
admitted to give their parole, had departed, andwcrcrcfiding atYanam. 
waiting for embarkations to proceed to Pondicherry: and, on this 
pretence, went to Moracin at Cocanara, and informed him fully 
of the ftate of affairs in this part of the country. The dift-rifts from 
the Godaveri to Cocanara, were under the government of Jugga- 
pettyrauze, a near relation of Anunderauze. They had long been 
at enmity, and when Anunderauze invited the Englifh, Jaggapetty 
joined the F.ench, and witli his troops accompanied them at tlic 
battle Cl Peddipore. After the vidory Colonel Forde granted 
away his countries to Anunderauze, who hitherto, for want of the 
alfilfance he expeded from the Englifh, had not ventured to employ 
his own force to get pofl'effion. Jaggapetty neveithckfs exped- 
ing to be attacked by him, had kept the field oi\ the weflcrn arm 
of the Godaveri, and from his camp correfpoiided with Mr. An¬ 
drews, tie Eiiglifli chief at Mafulipatam, to revoke the ceflion made 
to his rival. His fert of Samel Cotah is only ten miles inland from 
Cocanara, Moracin lent agents thither and to his camp, to propofi; 
an alliance, informing him of the force that . was following from 
Z Ganjam, 
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GanjanTti and promiling more from Pondicherry/ 
thcr concluded, nor rejected the propofal; but neither he nor his 
peo^de at Samel Cotah gave even the ec.nmon affiftances of the 
couiitiy to the troops with Moracin ; who, for want of provifions, 
committed violences, were relifted, and moft of them were either 
leized by the officers of the diftrifir, or took fervice with them; 
which reduced Moracin to re-erabark on the {loop with five or fix, 
the remain'der of his party; they failed on the 19th, and a few days 
after arrived at Pondicherry. 

The troops remaining at Ganjam were 250 eftimated Europeans, 
but of which half were Topafles, and 100 Sepoys. They embarked 
under the command of the Chevalier Poete, on the fiiow and tw'o 
Hoops, rigged and manned wfith the ftores and crew of the Briftob: 
they arrived at Cocanara on the 19th of December; and Poete fent 
alhorc fifty Europeans, and the Sepoys, to try the inclinations of 
Jaggapettyrauze: immediately after they landed, a hard gale of 
wund drove tlie two {loops afhore. 

"{'he troops fent from Bengal with Colonel Forde had received ,' 
-eueated orders from this Prelidency to return thither from Mafuli- 
patam; but they were to marcli overland the whole way, in order 
to meet, and attack Moracin’s detachment, who it was fuppofed 
would be, if not at Ganjam, fomewhere on the coaft. The rains 
would not permit the Bengal troops to take the field until fhe be- 
glmiing of November; before wffiich. Colonel Forde had failed in 
the middle of Offober from Mafulipatam for Bengal, v.'here he ar¬ 
rived juft in time to render one more very important ferviCc ts Ir" 
country. The command then devolved on Captain Fifcher, and 
varyijig refolutious detained the troops at Mafulipatam until the 5th 
of 'December. They were reduced from 500 Europeans, and 1500 
Sepoys, to 300 of the one, and 800 of the other : the Europeans, 
by death and defertion, notwithftanding they had recruited .50 out 
of the prifoners; but the Sepoys, chiefly by the difmilTion of 500, 
who had failed with Clive on the expedition to Bengal, and were 
permitted to return from Mafulipatam to their homes in the Car- 
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atic. The waters of the Godaveri were not yet abated; near the 
fea are fever or eight channels bet^veen the two principal arms; 
and other finaller river: coming from the Colair lake, interfeft the 
land between the weftern arm of the Godaveri and Mafulipatam; 
which render the march along the fea-lhore, although Ihorter in 
oiftance, much more tedious than the inland road. The troops 
therefore returned this way, which was the fame they had come, 
excepting, that they paffed the bed of the Colair farther to the 
weftward, where it becomes fooneft dry. At Rajahmundrum they 
heard, that the French detachment with the Chevalier Poete had 
landed at Cocanara. 

Anunderauze, on the appearance of Moracin at Cocanara a month 
before, had no doubt that he w'ould be immediately joined by Jag- 
gapettyrauze, and fent off a body of troops from Vizianagarum to 
prbted the diftrids of Rajahmundrum from their inroads. On the 
approach of this force, Jaggapettyrauze returned with his, from the 
Godaveri to his fort of Samelcotah, and both were near each other, 
when the French troops with Poete arrived on the coaft, and the 
Englilh with Filcher at Rajahmundrum. The officers of Anunde¬ 
rauze begged affiftance from Fifcher, who, advlling them to keep 
the forces of Jaggapettyrauze at bay, proceeded with liis command 
as faft as fatigue and impediments permitted, towards Cocanara. Tlie 
diftr'd for fome diftancq lound this place is covered with coconut- 
groves, for the ffielter of the weavers ; and tlie French troops were 
lying in a village at the Ikirt of the groves two miles from the 
Dutrb fort, and the fea ; and, for what reafon is not found, Poete 
had not yet landed any more to reinforce the firft detachnient. 
Jaggapettyrauze was encamped . five miles on their left, agaihlf 
wh^om the forces of Anunderauze were advancing, but in a dif¬ 
ferent line of march, at the fame time that the Engliffi troops were 
approaching Cocanara, who, before they came in fight of the French 
detachment, faw the armies of the tw^o Rajahs Ikirmiffiing on thdi 
right; which Fifcher deeming a proof that none of the French had 
joined Jaggapettyrauze, fuppofed them intent only on piefcr\'ing 
their retreat to the fea, and fent forward Captain Yorke with the 
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grenadiers and 500 Sepoys to prevent their embarkation. The 
French troops had gained no certain intelligence of the force 
with Fifcher, and waited on their ground until they could diftin- 
guilh the number of Yorke’s divihon, who. v.'hen near lent off- 
the Sepoys to gain their flank, and haftened up in front with t'le 
grenadiers as fall: as they could march. The French only remained’ 
to give -one fire, and then ran as faff as they could through the grove, 
followed alniofl at the fame pace, to gain the Dutch fadory, into- 
which th(^'were "admitted. Yorke immediately furrounded the fac¬ 
tory, which had very flight defences, and Fifcher coming up in the 
evening with the main body, invefled It more clofely, and perem¬ 
ptorily demanded the French troops, W'hom, after a very formal 
proteft, the Dutch agents delivered the next day, which w^as -the 
aSth of December. In thcenfuing night Poete failed with the refl: 
of his detachment 200 men, Europeans and Topafles, all in the 
fnow. From Cocanam the Englifh troops marched on to Vizaga- 
patam, where they arrived on the i6th of January; and a few days 
after, all the Europeans embarked in Uvo Englifh fhips proceeding 
to Bengal; but the Sepoys were left to purfue their route on fhore 
by Ganjam and througlr the ])rovince of Orixa. Thus nothing re¬ 
mained to fear in the company’s pofleflions and acquifitions to the 
north of the Krlflna. We iliall now deferibe the progrels of theif 
officer Mahomed Ifloofin the countries towards Cape Comorin. 

He arrived at Ma.dura on the 4th of May, and had been abfent ten 
months. 'I'hc *oree lie left in the country, when called away, was« 
Com[)'uiles of Sepoy^i d.x in the fort of Madura, five in Paiaiuvu 
and tiiroe at 'rin’vclly'. Nothing more could bc expedted from 
rithcr hf tficie bodies, than to d-efend the ground, in fight of tlie 
*ajli they ga/r)toned. Accordingly all the dildricls of botli provinces ' 
fknn theVorert cf Nat':;::; to the gates of Travancore, 1 -ay fui^jeit to 
th/ir contributions, orexpofod to their ravages. The declenfrcn ofthe, 

I Ingllfo aiialrs, vJ.iidi began witii the furrendcr of Fort St. David, (on 
X J ilcliMahoi-ucd Ilioof vva-. ivcallcd)andcontinueduntiI theFrench were. 

. lili /ed loraili rite fit go ofMadral's, keptMaphuze Khan in continual 
CO 'the nvoc.ld b..^ joined l.o,.- r body of French tToep-- a--! r-fl-i... 
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’edAvitli their affiftance in the governn\cnt of thofe countries; and 
the adminiftratioii of Pondicheny, by their letters and emiffaries, en¬ 
couraged, him to think fo. Waiting this fortune, he remained with the 
Puiitavor, ftyling himfelf, and ftyled a fovereign but without any 
other means of fubfiflance than what the Pulitaver chofe to fupply, 
who, never regulating his money by words, fcarcely furniflied him 
with common neceflaries. The return of Iflbof Khan bettered his 
condition; as the Pulitaver was afraid he might at length liften to a 
reconciliat'on with the. Nabob, and Mapbuze Khan, aUvnys go¬ 
verned by *^he love of eafe^ felt no refentment at the hiwnility to v/hich 
he had be;n reduced. He prefidcd, at Icaft in appearance, in the 
counci’s of the eaftern Polygars; who refolved to meet Iflbof with 
their united force, and invited the. weftern to the common defence; 
who having joined them againft Palamcotah in the late diftreUcs of 
the Englilh affairs, expected no pardon, and took the field. I'lic 
weftern league confifted of fix polygars: Catabominaigue, their former 
leader, was lately dead, and hnd been fucceeded by a relation, -who 
took as ufual the fame name, and bore, .inftead of the indifference of 
his predeceflbr, an averfion to the Englifh. Etiaporuin was always 
the next to him in importance, and now in adfivlty. 

The force which accompanied Mahomed Iflbof fmm Conjevci am, 
confifted only of fix companies of Sepoys, and 6o Jiorfi), but he had 
on his march requefted troops from Toikliman- and the two .Mo- 
ravers, with whom he had always continued on good tennsj and 
3000 men-, liorfe, collertes and SepoySj from the three polygars joined 
h::r. on his arrival at Madura, where he nevcrthelefs immediately 
began to make tarther levies, and by Ihifting and garbling out 
of all that were with him, compoled a botiy of 300 horfe, .-uhI 
700 Sepoys, who had feen fervice, which hr-lent foiwcud to ra¬ 
vage the diftrifls of Etiaporum, where they were to Ite joined by 
three of the companies of Sepoys from the ganif in of Palamcotah, 
which had reftored its lofles by nevv levies; Tills body of troo|>s 
were to maintain their ground amtil r!;c daft ( 'Mieinity, in order m 
prevent the jun£tlon of the weftevfa with tlie troops: of ithe eAiieru 
polyga •«. ”»^til Mahomed Iftbof hi’iifidf could folloWi with fhe manv 
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body from Madura, where he was under the neceflity of remaining 
a while longer. 

The Colleries of Nattam extend 40 miles, from the diftrifts of 
the lefler Moraver to the eaftern mountains. Their foreft Ikirts the 
Madura country to the north; and, where oppofite, is within twelve 
miles of the city. It was they who attacked the troops with Co¬ 
lonel Heron in 1755. They are much wilder than the ccileries to 
the North of them in the territory of Tritchinopoly, andtliffer ftill 
more from thofe of Madura and Tinivelly, having neither forts nor 
military array. They acknowledge no confiderable chiefs and live 
in fmall parcels, connefted by choice or relation ; fo that iLeir dif- 
putes rarely exceed the private revenge of individuals. The^ re¬ 
gard all other people as booty; but robbery amongft theni- 
felves as the greateft crime: and any one of them efcorting a 
Granger is a fnfficient proteflion againft all the reft; but without 
this fafeguard, which is always paid for, the traveller rifques his 
life at every ftep. Contemptible in the open field, where they 
rarely truft themfelves, they are much more dextrous than any of 
thefe races in the praflices of ambufeade and theft. They had 
•plundered the country up to the gates of Madura of all the cattle, 
robbed all the villages, and continued to waylay whatlbever parties 
were returning to the city with provifions from other quarters. As all 
of the troops with Mahomed Iffoof were fit for hoftilities againft fuch 
an enemy, he refolved to employ them in attacking their Iia uits, whilft 
his levies were forming to better difcipline. He, however, «t*^ended 
the ftrvicc hunfclf, which appeared more like one of the general 
huntings peculiar to Alia, than a military expedition. Avenues 
were cut into the foreft, and the inhabitants ftiot as they fled; but 
fome were referved to be releafed, or executed, on occafion. A month 
was, however, employed before he had completed this revenge, and 
reduced them to beg quarter, and pay cattle, their only money, 
moftly ad-ledfcd by theft; wb’cb, with others he procured, to the 
amount of looo beeves, and 2000 Iheep, were lent to Tritchino- 
pc!y. from whence they were forwarded at d.'fterent times by Cap¬ 
tain Jofeph Siiiith to the foa-coaft, for the ufe of the 
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enabled them to keep the windward ftation, without confuming . 
th-‘ own ftock of prov!fions. 

On the fecond of July he began his march from Madura, with 
66o .horfe, 3000 Sepoys, and 2400 other foot belonging to Tondi- 
man, and the Moravers, in all 6000 men. His artiilery was one 
eighteen-pounder, and nine from fix and lower. He was fcant of 
powder, hiving none but what he made himfelf;, for, finco the 
deftrudtior of the mill at Madrafs by Mr. Lally, the prcfidcncy could 
not fupply their troops and garrilons in the Carnatic from their 
own prodi ce; but borrowed from the fquadron, and received from 
Bombay The mulkets of his Sepoys were old, infirm, of various 
natio’-.i, a^4 hot fufficient in number, and were fupplied by fowl- 
In^-pieces,. and any fuzees he could colleft. He was likewife in 
want of flints, which are fubftituted in fome parts of India by 
agate-; of which.there is none in thefe countries. All tliefe wants 
he reprefented to the prefidency, and efpecially requefied two 
eighteen-pounders, and two field-pieces of fix, with a full fupply 
of fhot. 

His firft march was to Calancandan. He had taken this fort in 
* 75 ^; but after his departure for the Carnatic, the Pulitaver and 
Vadagherri had extended their acqi'lfitions tlius far, and placed their 
guard in Calancandan. It was a mud fort, without cannon, and, 
after a flight refiftance, fubmitted to his. From hence he proceed¬ 
ed to take vp fhe large detachment he had Cent forward againll 
Etiapo»'’’‘i^ 5 who,- by continually ravaging the diftridts of this po- 
lygar, kept his troops.on their own ground, and deterred both him 
and Gatabomlnaigue from marching acrofs the country to join the 
Pulitaver; having fufficiently conftrained thefe chiefs, the de¬ 
tachment proceeded againft Coilorepettah, whicli fiands nearly mid¬ 
way in the ftrelghteft road between Madura ai d Tinivelly, about 
50 miles from each. Tins fort had likewife been llormed in June 
1756 by Mahomed Iflbof, and carried with confideiable lots. The 
pQ^ygar was then taken prifoner; whether reftored or luccccilod by 
another, we do not find; but the place was at this time in the 

hp- ds uf one who defended it as well ; for too of the Sepoys were 
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killed and wounded in the attack, which lafted three days, and then 
the polygar made his efcape by night. The fort was immed.'ately 
razed to the ground, after which the detachment joined the main 
body with Mahomed Iflbof, and the w’hole proceeding by the way 
of Gangadarain, arrived at Tinivclly in the middle of July. They 
were fcarcely arrived, when Maphuze KJian, whofe mind always 
wavered with every change of circumftances, w'rote a lettCi-to Ma¬ 
homed Iflbof, offering to quit his allies, and proceed to the Car¬ 
natic; provided he was allojived a fuitable jaghire for h s mainte¬ 
nance : He even alked a fafeguard to come to Tinivelly. Mahomed 
Iflbof, without authority, aflured him that his requefls hould be 
complied with; and recommended them to the Prefldenw, by 
whom they were referred to the Nabob. 

The midhuid country, for thirty miles to the north of the tow'n 
of Tinivelly, is open and of great cultivation, and, lying between 
the eaftern and weftern Polygars, had been die favourite field of 
their depredations. The. principal ftation from whigh the eaftern 
inadc their inroads into thefe diftridfs was the fort and wood of 
Wootamally, fituatc.d 35 miles N. N. w. of Tinivelly, The Poly¬ 
gar, grown rich by ealy plunder, had many colleries, who were 
well armed ; and Mahomed Iflbof foon after his arrival at Tinivelly, 
marched againft him with the greateft part of his force, and, in a 
few days reduced his fort, in wJiich he placed fome troops; and fta- 
tloned a guard of 50 horfe, and fome peons and colleries in a place 
called Shoraudah, as an intermediate poft. He .vas no fooner re¬ 
turned to Tinivelly, than a multitude of colleries belonging iv 
Pulitaver and Vaclgherri furprized the guard at Shorandah, and 
cither killed or took all their horl'cs, -with their riders; on which 
Mahomed Iflbof detached feven companies of Sepoys, recovered 
the poft, and remained in it, in order to protedt the rdjacent 
country. 

Equal confufion prevailed in the diftridls to the fouth of Tiniv'elly, 
The troops of the Maliaver, or King of Travancore, weie making 
incuriions from their wall to feize t^ie harvefts at the foot of 
the iiiils from CJalacad to Cape Comorin. The variety of dif- 
I traffic 
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^ir:.s, which exifted oil every fide, could not be all oppoied at 
th<* lame time, unlefs i greater arrhy were embodied, than all the 
revenues of the two provinces could defray. But the king was 
the leafi; Inveterate enemy to the Englilh; becaufethe polygarof Va- 
dagherri had provoked his refentment, by continually employing his- 
collen'’$ to make depredations In his country on the other fide of the 
mountain:, through the pafs of Shencottah,-which lies 15 miles to• 
the foutb of Vadagherri. On this ground of common enmity, Ma¬ 
homed Ifli'ofTopened a negotiation with the king; who confented to ■ 
a conferee se at the gates of his country near the promontory. They 
met in 'ue end of Auguft, and the interview palled with much po- 
liten'''.s and leeming cordiality. The king, at leafi: publicly, de- 
Vx.'’nded nothing, and agreed to defiH from his inroads into the difi;rl£l:s ■ 
of Tinivell;^, and'to a£l with a confiderable force in conjun«Slion with 
Maliomedlflbofagainfi: Vadagherri, and thePulitaver. On the 3d of 
September, Mahomed Iflbof 11:111 remaining at the gates of Travan- 
core, tVas joined by 1000 of the king’s Sepoys, armed with heavy 
liiulkets made hi his own country, and difeiplined, although auk- 
wardly, in the European manner ; but they were well fupplicd 
with llores and ammunition.. He then returned to Tinivelly, and 
marching from thence with his 'vhole force, in ilefercncc to the 
king, proceeded direbtly againfi: Vadagherri, although 20 miles 
beyoild Ncllitangaviiie, the rcfulence of the Pulitaver: when 
arrived near Shencottah, he was joined by an army full as large 
as his own, conluling of 10,000 more of the King’s troops of 
'“.aiious kinds of infantry, who* had marched through the pafs. 

This Was' perh-ips the greateft: force that had been alTembled' 
for feme centuries in this country.. Vadagherri defended hi.s woods 
for a day, in which about 100 men were killed and vcoundedoa both 
fides , bat In the night abandoned his fort, and eilap.jd away to the 
Pulitaver at Nellitangavllle. 

I'he arrival of fach a guefi:, w^ho, for the firfi: time, had bocti re- Oitobtrl^ 
duced to fuch diHrefs, frightened the Pulitaver; and fet his citnfilng 
to wdlk to divert the ftorm from himC lf. T'hc repulle of fhcEnglilh 
cr'obri® r’*' the attack of the pettali at Vandiwalh on the joih of 
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September, was known in tlie country, and was believed as the 
French had reprelented it, a hgijal defeat. Alaphuze Khan h^ d re¬ 
ceived letters from Baflaulut Jung and the government of Pondi¬ 
cherry, which encouraged him to think, that they fhould veryfoon 
overpower the Englilh in the Carnatic, when he might expedl to 
be fubfUtuted to his brother Mahomed Ally, who was to be 
depofed from the Nabobfliip. This correfpondence, and diele ex- 
•pe(£i:ations, the Pulitaver communicated to the king of 1 ravancore, 
and offered, if he would quit the Englifh, and join Mapl,.uze Caun 
againfl; them, to give him whatfoever diftri(9:s in the Tinivelly 
country might lie convenient to his own. The King in. mediately 
expofed thefe documents to Mahomed Iflbof, and ftand.ig on 
his importance, demanded the ceffion of Calacad and the adjaci. W 
diftrids, for which he had fo long contended againfl: the Nabob’s 
government. He faid, that more territory than he claimed had 


already been recovered with liis afliftance; that what might 
be refufed by one, would be readily given to him by another ,; 
and that, if he fhould join the polygars, the Nabob’s authority 
would never be eftablilhed in the Tinivelly country. Mahomed 
Iflbof, whilft perplexed with this dilemma, was informed that 
the two eiglitecn-pounders, with 500 mufkets, which had been fent, 
according to his requefl, from Madrafs, were loft at fea; and that 
the two fix-pounders, although landed, were flopped by the Dutch 
agent at Tutacorin. This mifchance gave greater weight to the 
king’s arguments, and greater value to his affifla»'.ce ; for the force 
of Maliomcd Iflbof alone was not fufficient to reduce the Pulitaw 
whom all the beft collcries in the country were flocking to defend. 
He, therefore furrendertd the diftrifts which the king demanded.; 
and the Prefidency approved the ceffion: but the Nabob fulpeifed 
that it had been promifed by Iflbof at his firft interview the 
king, in order to fecxice his future afliftance to his own ambitious 
views. 

As foon as this agreement was fettled, the Travancores moved 
again in conjundion with his troops. On the 6th of November, 
they invefted the wood and fort of Eafaltaver, which was one of 
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clepe’-.Jieiicics of the Pulitaver. The Colleries defended the wood 
three .lays, and then abandoned both; and retired to NeUltangavillc. 
After this fuccefs, the want of ammunition obliged Mahomed Iflbof 
to remain until he received fupplies from Madura, Palamcotah, and 
A/fjengo. The army of Travancore, to prevent dilgufts from dif- 
parity of cuftoms, encamped feparately, but in fight of Mahomed 
Mbof*s; a:'d on the 20th of November, a body of 5 or 6000 Colleries 
attacked th camp of the Travancores in open day. Mahomed Iflbof, 
on the firfl: alarm, fent his horfe, and followed with his Sepoys and 
other foot; but the Colleries retreated before they came up, and their 
nimblenef®, with the ruggednefs of the country, rendered the pui- 
fuit of Vctle avail. They had killed and wounded 100 of the Travan- 
cor^j, before they went offi A day or two after this Ikirrailh, Ma¬ 
homed Iffoof received three howitzes, with feme ftores, and a fupply 
of ammunition from Anjengo; and the two fix-pounders witli their 
foot likewife came up from I’utacorin; he then moved with his allies, 
and on foe 4th of December fet down before "VVafoirielore, another fort 
dependent on the Pulitaver, much ftronger than any he had, except¬ 
ing Nellitangaville, from which it is fituated twenty miles to the 
N. w. and twelve in the fame -dire^lion from Outamaly. 

Wafoinelore ftood within three miles from the great range of 
mountains, at the foot of which ran a thick wood, extending two miles 
into the plain, and within 1300 yards of the weft and fouth fides ,of 
the fort; but turned to a much greater diftance on the north, and to 
theeaft the plain wa'- open, and ever3rwhere covered with profufe 
cuh’V3tion. A very extenfive pfettah, the refidence of fome thoTifand 
inhabitants, commenced within forty yards, and extended 1200 to 
the N. E. of foe walls: a thick thorn hedge, with barriers, furroundcT 
both t ae pettah and the fort. The extent of the fort was 650 by 
300 . it was of mud, but almoft as hard as brick ; it h:ul uiur 

large fquare towers, one at each angle, and feveial I'mailer, wliich 
were round, between. Every tower was a feparate redoubt, encloled 
by a parapet, to command witliin as well as without the fort: the 
accefs to tlie tower was a fteep ramp, only two feet broad, foe en¬ 
trance a narrow wicket in the parapet; the curtain between the 
IL 4 D towers 
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fo^vcrs had no parapet, and was only a rampai t Hoping on hoA fi 
from a bafe of ly feet to 3 at top ; but the Hope fmrn vyitH. a was 
much lefs lharp than from without, fp that, if affaulted, the vle- 
fendeffi might eafily run op to the top. The parapets of the towers 
have circular holes for the ufe of fm'all arms, but no oppings prer 
pared for cannon, of which there was not a-fingle piece in th^ forU • 
This defenption only fuits Wafliinelore, for the other for*:, ip. the, 
Madura and Tinivelly countries have parapet? with loi p-hples to,* 
their ramparts, as well as to their towers;; but all.ari of earth, , 
excepting Madura and Palamcotah. The Collenes on t ns,, fide., of, 
the Tinivelly country, poflefs, nothing of. the, ugUnefso. deformity, 
which generally chamaerize the inhabitants of the hills ^il^s,- 
of India. They are tall, well-madp, and. weh-fcaturcfj. ^ heir ,, 
arms are lances and pikes, bows and arrows, rockets,, and mauh- 
locks but whether with or without other weapons, every man con* ; 
Hantly wears a fword and fhield. In battle, the di^erent .arms .move, 
in diHiiKa bodies ; but the lanccmen are rat^d the moft eiphient^. 
and lead all attacks. This weapon is 18 feet long,; they.,tie upder 
the point a tuft of fcarlet horfe-hair, and when, they.^tUck hprfe, 
ndd a fmall bell. Without previous exercife, they aflemble uva deep ^ 
ciumn?preirmg clofe together, and advance a^a long H^dy ,ftep, in 
fome degree of time, their lances inclining fonv^rd, but alpft, of . 
which the elafticity and vibration, with, the jingle, dazzle and fcare. 
the cavalry; and their approach is fcarcely le(s formidahje to in¬ 
fantry not diiciplined with fire-arms. The importance, of W^fln- , 
nclore, and the gieat force which was come againft it, brou<iht 
fome thoufands of Colleries to its relief; but all, excepting 8 or 90^ 
/’hofim men allotted to defend the walls, kept in the wopd?; from 
whence every day and night parties fallied,.and alarmed or ptti eked., 
one or other, and fometimes both the campsj and greater bodies on,, 
threp. different days made general attacks on the hatt^ie?, of which., 
thefe continued interruptions retarded the .cqnftruaiQn, infpmuch 
that they were not finiflied until the 26th, 20 . days aft^r.lhe arriyal 

«f the armies; but tlic howitzes had eomtti.enpe 4 before^ The. only 
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Sc?.iOU3 gun was the i8 pounder, which Mahomed Iflbof had 
brought from Madura, for the reft were only 6 pounders and lower; 
but from exceflive firing, the 18 pounder burft the day after it was 
mounted ; and by this time, all the ammunition, as well of the bat- 
teriei as troops, excepting the quantity which prudence required to 
be refei'^ed for defence, was expended. However, part of the pa¬ 
rapet of »he tower fired upon, was beaten down, and Mahomed 
Ififoof rei )lved to ftorm the next day. Many troops of both armies 
waited on the aflault.; and as foon as it began, the Pulitaver, with' 
2000 cho en colleries, who had marched in the night from Nelli- 
tangavhle, iffued from the wood and fell upon the camp of Mahomed 
Ift'..f, drove away the troops that guarded it, and began to commit 
every kind of deftrudion. Mahomed Iflbof iiiftaiitiy lent back a 
large body to repulfe them, attd continued the aflault; but the gar- 
rifon within received double animation from the Pulitavei s fuccefs, 
which was announced to them by the ufual war-cry and the found¬ 
ing of their conchs. All the other colleries colledcd in the woods 
spared likewifc, as if on the fame notice, and in different bands 
attacked the troops at the batteries, and at the toot of the breach ; 
and although continually repulfed, continually rallied, and with the 
refolution of the garrifon faved the fort until the evening, and then 
wafted in the woods to interrupt the renewal of the aflault in the 
nin-ht;but fo much of the referved ammunition had been expended in 
the day, that Mahomed Iflbof deemed it dangerous to remain any 
Icnger before the fort, and drew off his artillery. Two hundred of his 
troops and of the Travancores were killed, but more of the ertemy. 
The next day he moved to a diftance, and difmifled the ria\ ancores, 
wh ) proceeded through the pals of Shencotty to their own country, 
ar.u Mobomed Iflbof returned with his own troops, and thole lent 
him by Tondiman and the Mnravers, to the tpvvn ot Tinivelly.' 
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E :^vo armies in the Garriatlc continued, during the firft. days 
M c' January, in tlieir encampments near Arcot, equally cautious 
"-r -ifquing.any attempt of confequence, becaufe both were waiting 
the relult of their negotiations to bring Innis Khan with hlsMorattoes 
to their affiftance. Both offered 60,000 rupees; but, whilft the 
Englifli were propofing, conditional bills, the French fent ready 
money, which determined his preference. He arrived on the 8 th in 
the French camp, with 3000 mounted, and a greater number of foot 
plunderers, who are called Pandarums, and always troop .with the 
horfe, as we have deferibed when Bajinrow joined Clive in the light 
near Ami. The next day, the French army filed off- from tlieir en¬ 
campment which extended from the fuburbs of Arcot along the fouth 
fide of the Paliar, and took the road towards Trivatore; and, as they, 
were going oF, M*-. Lally, with a large body of Morattocs, fomc of the 
European horfe, and two field-pieces, croffed the rver, and advanced 
toTrimuddi, anout-ppft, three miles in front of the Engiifh camp, 
at Chinafimundrum. A cannonade enfued, but moi-e guns and troops 
comhg up, Mr. L^ly retired, and recrofl'ed the river: during which, 
a hot y of 200 Morattoes, with whom Colonel- Coote had treated, 
Game over from the enemy’s, and joined his camp, • In the evening, • 
Colonel Coote pfoceeded acrofs the river, with an efcort of horfe, 
and reconnoitred the-enemy’s line of march, and fufpefting, that 
they might intend againft Vandivafh, took his meafures acoord- 

it^ffly. Orders were difpatched to Captain Sherlock, who com- 
° mandod 
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manded'ia the fort, to defend it to extremity, aiid to the t vo com- ' 
panics of Sepoys at Triv-atore, to repair thltiier immediately. The 
baggage of the army was fent off that night to Covrepauk; and in 
the mornlnr the whole army moved from Chinafimundrum, where 
they had lain eighteen days, and in the.evening pitched ^new on 
the bank of tItc'‘P aliar, five miles lower down than the ground 
which the French had occupied on the other fide. A ftrjng poll of 
horfe and foot was advanced at fome dilhance towards ^\rcot, and 
another on the left, with orders to keep up continual pat: oles. The 
next day pafled without any alarm from the enemy, or nteliigence 
■of confequence concerning them, who neverthelefs; were rot idle. 

'Mr. Ta’iiy had foriTitd another ■proje*^: befides that which Colonel 
G(idte ftifj^fcfted; and; to accoOripllfh it, had not fuffered His ar*..y 
to advance fvith half the expeditibli they fnight. They were on the 
nth, the’•third day after they quitted their encampinent, no fer- 
th'er than Tkpantanguel, fix mileS on this fide ot Trivatore, and 
lidlted'there the grd-atcA part of the day. Towards the evening, 
all were under arms, and the ftores and baggage laaded; but, in- 
flead of marching on, he difplaved them on the plain, facing to 
the Paliar, and then exerciled them as if for practice, in largo 
evolutions, iSvhich were ailculat' d to fling' tlie whole line to the 
eaftward, with rtll tlie hdrfe, Monittocs^ as well as' Europeans, on 
the right, Of ^vhOnT the otitefnlofl, 'whdn the cXcrclfe ended, were 
fne miles from P.-rpantanguel. Having thus w)iih'd <iway the time 
Until the clofj of the evening, he continued’all on the ground they 
flood unril it was claik ; and thefl -feparated the ai'niy into two di- 



viiions. horfe, excepting'hutic ■<vhich rejoined the fecond, filed 

off, followed by 300 Sepbys, who had formed next to them, and 
marched on as fill: a S they couW, keeping together; the reft o.’the 
.xrmy, which conffted of all the European infantry, witn the 
baggage and r.rfiHety, ' were ordered to follow, but without ftrat’u 
Mr. Ivally'Icd tlie firfl divilioi* hl'rnfclf. Aftef a tilareb ot 13 niiks, 
in which they had croflccl the Paliar, tliey arrivxjd at eight in the 
morning at C’onjdfet^m;tlxpc6Hiig to fiiul in Pie towm the inagazHv S 
of rice W'hicii fupplied the Englifti army; but they had no fuch fh're, 

living 
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.mng c-. die purchafe if the day; nor, had the inhabitants more than 
the common provifion of their houfes ; but 'in the pagoda was the 
hofpital, and a.ftock of military ftores, under the guard of two com¬ 
panies of Sepoys, commanded by Lieutenant Chihholm, of which the 
•capi n*e.would have been diftreffing; hut Mr.Lally having brought no 
cannon made no:attempt-on the pagoda^ and employed his tioops 
in colleaing plunder, and fetting fire to the houfes of the towiv; 
during which, the Sepoys, and all the lick in the pagoda, who could 
jno'V5ey Cam( out, and being well accj^uainted with the llreets and covers, 
continually attacked their fmaller parties an,d ftragglcrs, and whenever 
likely to be over-powered, difappeared. In the evening the enemy 
retreatm, driving off 2000 bullocks, the moli: v aluable part of their 
!:./o*'y, loaded with the trumpery they had collcdcd. By this time the 
Other divifioii of the army had arrived at Jangolam, a village on tlie 
bank of thePaliar, three miles from Conjeveram, from whence both 
united, immediately proceeded, and the next day reached T rivatorc. 

The neareft ground of the French line, whilB m.uching on this 
exploit, was eight miles from the advanced pod: of die Englifli camp, 
whofe black horfe, awed by the number of the Monittoes, were 
afraid to venture, and could not be trolled fo far alnoad ; and the 
European borle, being only one bundled, wen not even lulhei^nt 
for the necellary patroles of the. camp ; lb that the rn il intclllgeuce 
q£ fbg enemy*s march w^as from Lieutenant dvilhoJm at Ctuijeveiam, 
fent as foon a,, dmv appeared there. It arrived in tlie atternccii ; 
Colonel Coote immediately fet off with the cavalry, and ordered the 
whole army to follow, which was in march beto’-t the liin let, and 
before it rofe at Conieveram, where Colonel Coote, with tlie cavalry, 
hada'-Jved at one in the morning. The way is twentymne miles. 

It was now a month, that ^Ir. Bully had ablcd once niotc ui the 
field in conjunaion with Mr. Lally ; and the iamrcourle had only 
encrealed the averfion. Tlie late errors of Mr. 1 Ms '?, operarum^, 
which had loft Vandivalli an..U\\rangoly, wirhout y-rbiiib!; any thmg 
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I'bpenor talents of Mr. Bufly to condu£t die war: the'ba •■allori of 
•fndia always thought fo. .Mr. Lally inap'utea this rifing prediiedtion 
-in the officers to the influence of Mr. Buily’s money, and amongft the 
foldiers to the intrigues of Father St. Eftevan, a crazy, bufyjefuit, wbc 
officiated in the camp, and confefled the regiment of Lorrain : h’j an¬ 
tipathy no longer liftened to any reftraints. As. foon as the army re- 
.turned to Trivatore, Mr. Bufly alked his leave to retire to Pondicherry 
.for the recovery of a painful diforder, which incapacitated him for 
.fatigue ; but Mr. Lally forbid him in .the name of the kin} • to quit the 
ffield. He obeyed, and gave his befl opinion concerning the future 
operations of the campaign. “ The Englilh, he faid, would not fee 
Vandivalh taken, without rifquing a battle to fave it, in wi.'ch the 
French army would be deprived of all the force employed in 
“ liege; and from the neceflity of covering it, not mafter of the choice 
♦ ‘ of advantages in the aftion : whes'eas, if the whole of the regular 
“ troops kept together on the banks of the Paliar, and detached 
tlie whole body of Morattoes to lay wafle the Englilh diftrifts, 
“ theii' army would foon be reduced to the neceflity, either of 
‘‘ giving battle at difadvantage, or of feeking its fubfiftence under 
the walls of Madrafs.” No advice could be more judicious ; for 
the flrfl; divifion of the Morattoes, although only looo, had ven¬ 
tured to carry their ravages as far as Ponclamalee and Vendalore, 
and bv cutting oft’ every kind of provifion on every flde, had re¬ 
duced.the Englilhcamp to as great want, as they b'-cught abundance 
to the French, where they fold the beeves tb..:y had plundered at 
feven for a rupee, and rice at half its vah'.e in any other pan of 
the country ; and at this very time the Prefidency of Madrafs, anxious 
for the Id's of their furell: revenues, repented that they had not 
bought the Morattoes on their own terras, and were adviling Ce loiiel 
CoDte to fall back nearer to the adjacencies .of the town. But Mr. 
•Lally lufpciisttd Mr. Bully’s adv ice, as defguedto prevent or difparage 
the afl'V'ity of his own opei"'tioiis ; and on the 14th marched aw'ay 
from Trivatore, with a detachment of .500 Euroneans, half the 
.F,-.iropea)i cavalry, 500hlorattoes, 1000 Sepoys, and tour field-pi ;ccs, 
icaving .Mr. Bufly with the mam body at Tri' i.urc, as the r.oft 
i cential 
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i^tral liquation, at haid to join his own clivifion, if the Englith army 
flioulfi march after it; v^r ready to oppofe and interrupt them, if they 
fhould go againft Arcot, in order to divert the fiege of Vandivafli. 

On the 14th in the evening, Colonel Coote received intelligence 
of. Mr. Lally’s arrival at Vandivafli, and the next day marched 
with r'is whole force from Conjeveram, crofling the Paliar to the 
6 . E. inlfead of following the enemy by the longer, but better road 
of Trivatore. On the 17th, they arrived, and encamped near Ou- 
tramalore. . This fituation, lying half-w'ay in the road between 
Vandivafli .uid Chinglapett, fecured the communication with this 
place, and- from henee with Madrafs : it likewife had Carangoly in 
its rear to the left. The fort at Outramalore having long been ne- 
glefled, w^as open in feveral parts from top to bottom of the wall; 
but. was a much more defenfible repoiitory for the flores and baggage 
of the army, than any poll in the open plain. 

Captain Sherlocke kept 30 Europeans and 300 Sepoys in the fouth 
pettah of Vandivafli, which Mr. Lally attacked at three in the 
morning with all his infantry, in two divifions ; the one, in which 
the Europeans were marines from the fejuadron, was allotted to the 
weftern rampart, and only intended to make a dlvcrfion during the 
real attack on the oppofite ; where the Europeans were of Tally’s 
regiment, and led by himfclf. Both diyifions were difeovered and 
fired upon before they gained tlic foot of the wall ; and the marines, 
uiiufedto fuch fervices, broke, and ran round to Mr. Lally’sjdlvifion,, 
who, fuppofihg tliom enemies, fired upon thqm until the" iViiflake 
was difeovered. Nothing more was attempted until eight o’clock 
the next morning, when all the infantry in one column, with two 
field-pieces at their head, advanced againft: the fouth-lidc of the 
pettah ; but the fire to which they were expofed, brought the front 
of fie column to a halt without orders. Mr. Lally rode up, dif- 
miunted, and calling for volunteers, ran to the uitch, and monattd 
t’le wall,'hlmfelf the firft. The whole column immediately poured 
after him ; ax d the troops in the pettah, havuig, no orders to deieiid 
it tD extremit), elcaped along tlxe ftreets, and regained the foil 
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poys, anti more wounded of both. They ir 
the openings of the ftreets facing the fort; and began to raife a 
battery in the N. E. angle of the pettah, againft the fame tower 
which Colonel Coote had breached, and nearly on the fame ground. 

A thoufand of the Morattoes had been ordered to obferve the 
motions of the EngUfli army; but they followed nothing but plunder, 
and continued fpreading themfelves to the north of the Paliar; and 
as Mr. Lally never rewarded fufficiently to encourage daring fpies, 
tlie firft news he received of the approach of the Englifh army, tvas 
on the I 7th at fun-rife, by a letter from Mr. Bully at Trivatore, by 
which time they were arrived at Outramalore. His averlion to the 
authority, made him unwilling to accept the information as authen¬ 
tic ; and at firft he only ordered part of the army to advance f-om 
Trivatore ; but, on farther intelligence, left. Mr. Bully to a£l accord¬ 
ing to his dilcretion ; who at five in the afternoon matched with the 
whole, and arrived at Vandlvalli before midnight. 

The Englilh '.umy .arrived at Outramalore without provifions, and 
too much fatigued to march on, and reach Vandivalli, before Mr. 
Bully’s divifion had joined Mr. Hally’s there, whlcli, otherwife, on 
their appearance, muft cither have retreated, or would have flood 
their ground with great inferiority and dlfadvantage. The horle, as 
foon as the foot were encamped, went abroad’to rummage the villages 
for provifions, and tlie next day the troop of hullars.fell in with 50 Mo- 
ratroes, of whom they killed one, and took twelve with their hotfes. 
Still the want of grain continued Iji the camp, and it was found 
th.tt the renter, although he depended on Madrafs, had fold his fore 
to Ibme agents, probably empf wed by the French, at Sadrafs ; on 
w liich he w.as feized,. and confined wdth jut eating, until the army 
wasfupplied ; and his people in a few hours brought enough for the 
irnmediatc watit, and promifed more. The fcarcity had, how.yer, 
been no obftacle to ilte operations of the army ; fix Colonel Ca a© 
had refolvcd tiot to advance upon the enemy, ui^til they, were readv 
to allault Vandlvnfh, when he Ihould have his choic; of attacking 
eitl)c r tlic troops employed againft the fort, or the a my which co¬ 
vered thetn in the plain. Tins Mx. Bnfly forefaw, a'..’ again adv l^ 
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. Lally to clefift fro"n the iiege until a better opportunity and 
to keep his whole forc’; together, until the Englilli either fought 
or retired ; but Mr. Lally as before could not brook inftruition from 
the rival he detefted, and perfifted. 

Their battery did not open until the 20th ; having waited for the 
cannon, which were brought 70 miles from the ramparts of VaL 
dore, on carriages fent from Pondicherry. They were two eighteen, 
and two of twenty-four. By the night of the aoth the wall of the 
fauflebray was opened. Colonel Coote, on this intelligence, marched 
the next day with all the cavalry to reconnoitre the enemy’s fitu- 
ation and the ftate of the fiege, and receiving, when near, a meffage 
from Sherlocke, that they had breached the main rampart, went 
back, and halted at Tirimbourg, a village lialf way, to which he or¬ 
dered the main body of the army to advance without delay from 
Outramalore, but to fend their heavy baggage, for better lecurity, to 
Carangoly. They arrived at Tirimbourg in the night; at lun-rife. 
Colonel Coote taking with him 1000 of the black horfe, and the 
two troops of European, with two companies of Sepoys, advanced 
in front of the main body of the army, which be ordered to follow, 


but without prefling their march. 

The dilfance from Tirimbourg to Vandivafh is feven miles; the 
road leads from the N. e. to the s. w. The mountain of Vandlvalh 
lies in the fame direcTon, extending more than a league m length. The 
fort Bands two miles to the s. of the mountain, but nearer to the 
weflern than the eaftern end. The French arniy was onvamped 
dircaiy oppofite to the eaftern end of the mountain, at the dlftanec 
of three miles, and at two to the weft of the fort. I'he camp was 
in two lines feparated by paddy fields; a great tank covered the left 
flank of both lines. At 300 yards in front of this tank, but a little 
on Its left, was another, anc fiirther on, likewilc on the left of 
ths, another, neither more than 200 yards in circumt^rence, and 
loth dry; and the bank which furrounded the foremoft tank had 
been co'nverte 1 into a retrenchment, in which were inountal lorar 
pieces of canne'i, which commanded the plain in front, and flankei 
iii ts whole h’ Tth the el'planade in front of the camp. 
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All the Morattoes were returned, and lying with their ph 
under the foot of the mountain, extending along It towards the N.fe. 
end. Their fcouts brought intelligence of the approach of Colonel 
Coote’s divifion, on which all mounted, as did the European cavalry 
in the French camp, and the whole fpread in different bodies acr.ofs 
the plain to the ealfl: of the mountain. Colonel Cootc, with 200 
of the black cavalry, followed by the two companies of Sepoys, was 
advancing a mile in front of the reft of the cavalry, which com- 
pofed the divifion he was leading; and the Morattoes lent forward 
200 of their horfe, on which he halted, called up the Sepoys, and 
interfperfed them in platoons between the troops of horle. 

I'he advanced body of the Morattoes neverthelefs pulhed on, but 
were ftoppcd by the fire of the Sepoys, before they came to the 
life of the fword. Neverthelefs, they recovered after their wheel, 
ftood till within reach of the Sepoys again, then turned again, and 
in this manner fell back to their main body, which with the French 
cavalry had gathered, and were drawn up, extending in a line to 
the eaft, from the end of the mountain ; the French on the right 



of the Morattoes. 

Colonel Coote, whilft halting for the Sepoys, had lent off a meffen- 
ger, ordering up the body of cavalry, which were a mile behind, and 
the firft five companies of Sepoys with two of the field-pieces from the 
head of the line of infantry, to come on likewife as fall: as they qould 
march ; the cavalry foon joined him, but more time was requifite 
for the Sepoys and guns, as the line was three miles off. During 
which, Colonel Coote, by continual halts, r.avanced very flowly ; 
and the enemy’s cavalry continued on the ground they had chofen. 
At eight o’cl<x:k the detachment of Septys, with the guns, came 
up, when the divifion with Coote were at an afeent, which inter¬ 
cepted them from the fight of tlie enemy, who, although they had 
perceived the cloud cf march, had not diftinguilhed the two gvms 
which accompanied the Sepoys, who, joined by the other two CQiq- 
panifcs, formed in a line in tiie rear ol the cavalry, with the guns 
in the center; the two troops of European horfe were m the center of 
the cavalry in the firft line. In this order the two ’ines adva: ced 
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inft the enemy, who were ftill waiting for them; but when :lt the 
dTftance of iooyards, the cavalry opened from the centre, and brought 
themfelves round, divided on each wing of the Sepoys, in the fecond 
line; and the inftant the ground was clear, the two field-pieces began 
q:;ick firing on the enemy’s line of cavalry, which were fetting off to 
take advantage of the evolution making by the EnglKh. The field- 
pieces were, one a twelve, the other a fix-pounder, both of brafs; and 
Captain Robert Barker, although he commanded the whole of the 
Company’s artillery, had come up with, and now ferved them him- 
felf: the effeft anfwered the good-will and dexterity; the fire was 
direded amongft the Morattoes ; and every fhot was feen to overfet 
men and horfes, which flopped their career, but not before tliey 
were within reach of the mufketry of the Sepoys ; and fome of them 
on ""he wings had even rode in amongft the outward of the Engllfli 
cavalry during their evolution ; but the encreafing havock which fell 
amongft them foon after, put the whole body to flight, and they 
galloped away to their camp, leaving the French cavalry alone, who 
were advancing in regular order on their right, againft whom the 
field-pieces were then direded, which they flood for fome time, feem- 
ing to exped the Morattoes would rally ; but feeing them ent’rely 
gone olT, turned and went oft' themfelves, but ftill in order, and 
with much compofure. 

Colonel Coote advanced with his divifion to the ground they had 
quitted, and feeing the plain clear, quite up to the French camp^ 
fent orders to his line of infantry to halt, wherefoever the orderihould 
meet them, until he returned to them hlmfelf. There were feme 
gardens and other enclof nes half a mile to the right of the ground 
which the French cavalry had occupied, whilft drawn up in a line 
with the Morattoes extending from the end of the mountain. The 
-enclofures were good fhelter oi neceffity, and the ground beyond them 
ex.~ellent for the difplay and acUon of the whole aimy, which Colonel 
Cjote having reconnoitred, ordered his divifion to file off to the left^ 
and to fornv on this ground, in the fame order as before ; the cavalry 
in ? line in fre it, the Sepoys In another behind them, 
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As foon as this dilpofition was executed, he rode back to the 
line ot' infantiy, which were halting, drav n up in two lines acr 
cording to the order of battle he had ifl'ued to the principiil officers 
in the preceding night. He fignificd his intention of leading the 
army on to a general action, which was received with acclamatioi’.a, 
that left no doubt of the ardour of the troops to engage the Cxiemy 
they had fo long been feeking. The plain dry, hard, and even, ad¬ 
mitted of their marching on in the fame order they were drawn up, 
without filing off in columns, fo that they were foon upon the 
ground where the advanced divifion were halting, when the cavalry 
wheeled from the right and left, and formed the third line of the 
main battle, and the five companies of Sepoys took their place again 
on the right of the hrft line : but the two field-pieces, hill attended 
by Captain Barker with the two detached companies of Sepoys, kept 
apart at fome diftance in front, but to the left of the firft line. 

In this array the army flood in full view of the French camp, in 
which no motions %vere perceived ; but no firing was heard againfl 
the fort of Vandivafh. Colonel Coote having waited half an hour 
to fee the effedl of his appearance, rode forward with fome officers 
to reconnoitre the enemy’s camp, who fuffered them to approach near, 
without cannonading or fending out a party of cavalry to interrupt 
them. 

The day began to wear, and Colonel Coote, as foon as he returned 
to the troops, ordered the whole to file off to the right; the infantry 
marched in two lines at the fame parallels they had drawn up ; the 
baggage formed a third column on the right, ? id the cavalry followed 
in the rear of all the three. They proceedc . cowards the fbuth fide of 
the mountain, but inclining a little towai'’ .the French camp. As foon 
as the firfl files of the infantry came to the flony ground which ex¬ 
tends from the foot of the mountain, m which the enemy’s cavalry 
could not adl, the wliolc halted, and the two lines of infantry foc'ng 
to the right, prefented themfelves again in order of battle, oppofite ‘o 
the French camp, at the diilance of a mile and a half, Kit otk- 
flretching it on the liglit; the baggage falling back a' the fame t‘me, 
gave place to the cavalry to refume their formei flation .' the third fme. 
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Morattoes were fpread at the foot of the mountain to proteft 
^elr own camp, and none of them ventured within reach of the two 
guns, which during the march had kept on the left of the firfl line; 
but fome of the French cavalry came out to reconnoitre, and were 
di'ven back by their lire. The army halted fome time in this 
fituation, in expefbation that the defiance would bring the French 
out of their camp ; but they ftill remained quiet; which obliged' 
Colonel Coote to profecute the reft of the operations he had me¬ 


ditated. 

The ground ibr fome diftance from the foot of the mountain, 
is, as nndcr all others in the Carnatic, encumbered with ftones 
and fragments of rock. From this rugged ground up to the fort 
the nlain was occupied by rice fields. The Englifh army coaft- 
ing the mountain until oppofite to tlie fort, and then making a 
converfion of their lines to the right, would immediately be 
formed in the ftrongeft of fituations; their right protefbed by 
the fire of the fort; their left by the impaflable ground under 
the mountain, and with the certainty of throwing any number 
of troops, without oppofition, iiito the fort; wiio, lallying with 
die garrlfon to the other fide, might eafily drive the enemy 
from their batteries in the pettah ; from whence the whole of the 
Englilh army might likewife advance agalnft the French camp, with 
the choice of attacking it either on the Hank, or in the rear, where 
the main defences, which had been prepared in the front of their en¬ 
campment, or arofe from the ulual dilpofilions on this fide, would . 
become Intirely ufeleft 

The Englifh army haf. no fooner began fheir march along the 
foot of ftie mountain, thai Mr. Laliy perceived the intention, witli 
ail the conlcqueaces of this . ble operation. The camp immediate ly 
beat to arms, and foon after the troops were feen iftuing to ocenpy 
thc ground in front of its line, where the field or battle had been 
previotifly marked out. 

The Frenci cavalry, 300 riders, all Europeans, formed on the 
Tto'h*'' next to them W'cre tiie regiment ot In?irain, 400 fii clocks 1 
’ in 
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Ill the centre, the battalion of India, yoo ; next to 
400, whole left were under the retrenched tank, in which were 
, pofteil the marines or troops from the fquadron, with Poete s from 
Ganjam, in all 300, with four field-pieces. Between the retrench¬ 
ment and Lally’s were three, the fame number between Lally's 
and India, India and Inrrain, IjOrrain and the cavalry 5 m all 16 
pieces. Four hundred of the Sepoys of Hyder Jung, whom Mr.Bufly 
had. brought from Cudapah, were polled at the tank in the rear of 
the retrenched tank where the marines were, whom they were to 
fupport on occafion : 900 Sepoys were ranged behind a ridge which 
ran along the front of the camp ; and at each extremity of this ridge 
was a retrenchment guarded by 50 Europeans, which covered the 
entrances into the camp. The whole force drawn out, infantry, 
cavalry, and artillery, was 2250 Europeans, and 1300 Sepoys: 
Europeans and 300 Sepoys continued at the batteries againfl Vandi- 
valli; but none of the Morattoes, although 3000, left the ground and 
protection of their own camp to aflift their allies in this decifive 
hour. 

The fight of the French army ifluing into the open plain gave 
Colonel Coote all he intended by the preceding operations of the day. 
He inllantly halted his lines, which had advanced fome way along the 
foot of the mountain. Facing as foon as they halted, the two firll lines 
were in order of battle, oppofite but obliquely to the eneniy. The 
baggage were font back under the efcort of two companies of Se¬ 
poys, to a village in the rear, and the cavalry as before took their 
place in the thira line. 

The Englilh a.my confided of 1900 ..uropeans, of whom 80 
were cavalry, 2100 Sepoys, 1250 blae’ horfe, and 26 field-pieces. 
Li the firll line were Coote’s regiment on the right, the Company’s 
tu'o battalions in the centre. Draper’s on the left; but all without 
their grenadiers ; and 1800 Sepoys were equally divided on the right 
and left of the Europeans in this line; in the intervals of wl ich 
were 10 pieces of cannon, diree on each fide of the ^o^npany s bat¬ 
talions, and two between Coote’s and Draper s anr the Sepoys. In 
tite fecond line were all the grenadiers of the army, 00, with a 5 eld- 
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wv- next, and beyond 200 Sepoys on each of their flanks : the ^ca- 
^Iry formed the third line; the 80 Europeans, as before, in the 
center of the black horfe ; the two field-pieces with the two com¬ 
panies of Sepoys of the morning ftill continued apart, advanced as 
before a little on the left of the firft line. 

As the Englifh army were marching up, and before they were 
within cannon (hot, Mr. Lally, putting himfelf at the head of the 
European cavalry on the right, fet off with them, and taking a 
iaro-e fweep on the plain, came down, intending to fall upon 
the horfe of the Englifh army, which made tlieir third line. 
The black horfe, who were nine-tenths .of this body, pretended 
to wheel, in order to meet the enemy’s, but purpofely coufufed 
themfelves fo much, that fome went off immediately, whicli gave 
a pretext to the reft to follow them, and the 80 Europeans were left 
alone, who faced and drew up properly to receive the charge, rely¬ 
ing on better affiftance. As foon as the intention of Air. Lally was 
underftood, the divifion of Sepoys on the left of the lirft ^ine 
were ordered, to fall back in an angle from the front, ready to 
take the enemy’s cavalry in flank as they were approaching, but 
performed the evolution with fo little firmncls, that little ho]x- was 
entertained of any execution from their fiie; but Captain Baikei 
with the 2 guns of the feparate detachment, had watched, and di- 
reaing his own by the movement of the enemy, was within point 
blank of them juft before they were oppolite and riding in on the flank 
and rear of tlie horfe, where only the European were ready to op- 
pefethem, for all th'- black were gone. In lefs than a minute tlic 
quick firing of the two j^'ins brought down ten or 15 men o'r ftorfes, 
which, as ufual, threw t e next to them, and they tlic whole, into 
confufion ; and the horfes .growing every moment wilder, all tin ned 
and went oft' on the full gailop, leaving Mr. I.ally, as he nflerts, 
flngly alone. If fo, he could not haveftaid Icng where he was, tor 
tlie European horfe, on feeing the enemy’s check, were ad\ anciiig ; 
and many of the black, encouraged by the ftcurity, were returning, 
and the whok foon after fet olF after the cnemv, whom they purfned 
in 1 long cou' e quite to the rear ot their camp 
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The Eiiglifh army halted ten minutes in attention to this attack, 
during whrch the French line cannonaded, but beyond the proper 
diftance even for ball, and neverthelefs often fired grape, and nei¬ 
ther with any effea. The Engli'fh did not begin to anfwer until 
nearer, and then perceiving their own fire much better direded, halt¬ 
ed in order to preferve this advantage, as long as the enemy permitted 
it to continue, by not advanciiig from the front of their camp. Mr. 
Lally retiring from the Englifh cavalry, and deferted by his own, 
rejoined his line of infantry, which he found fuffering, and with 
much impatience, from the Englifh cannonade : his own impetuo- 
fity concurred with their eagernefs to be led to immediate decifion, 
and he gave the order to advance. The Englifh line was not diredly 
oppofite to the front of the French, but flanting outwards from 
their left, which required the French troops on this fide to advance 
much lefs than thole of their right, who had more ground to wheel, 
in order to bring the whole line parallel to that of the Englifh. 

- -Colonel Goote feeing the enemy coming on gave the final or¬ 
ders to his own. None but the Europeans of the firft_ and fecond 
lines were to advance any fartlier. Tiie Sepoys on the wings of both, 
and the cavalry in the tliird line, were to continue where they were 
left, and to take no fhare in the battle, until they fhguld hereafter 
receive orders how to aft. 

The enemy began the fire of mufketry at one o clock, but Colonel 
Coote intended to refrain until nearer; neverthelefs the company of 
CofFrees, which was inferted in one of the Company’s battalions, 
gave their fire without the order of their mincers, and it was with 
difficulty that the irregularity w'as prevet ced from extending. Co¬ 
lonel Coote was at this time pafTing 'rom the right to the left 
to join his own regiment, and received two or three fhot in his 
deaths from the fi--e of the Cofffees As foon as he arrived at his 
regiment they began, and the fire became general through the wlv.le 

line. 

Coote’s had only fired twice, when Lor rain forme . in a column 
twelve in front: the operation is fimple and w's expeditious. 
Colonel Coote made no change in the difpofition his regiment, 
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ordered the whole to preferve their next fire; which Lorraiu 
coming on almoft at a run, received at the diftance of 50 yards in 
their front and on both their flanks; it fell heavy, and brought 
down many, but did not flop the column. In an inflant the two 
regiments were mingled at the pufh of bayonet; thofs of Cootc s 
oppofite the front of the column were immediately born down, but 
the reft, far the greateft part, fell on the flanks, when every man 
fought only for himfelf, and in a minute the ground was fpread 
with dead and wounded, and Lorrain having juft before fuflered from 
the referved fire of Coote’s, broke, and ran in diforder to regain 
the camp. Colonel Cbote ordered his regiment to be reftored to 
order before they puriued, and rode himielf to lee the flate of the 
reft of the line. 

As he was palling on, a Ihot from one of the guns with Draper s 
regiment, ftruck a tumbril in the retrenched tank on the left of 
Lally’s, where the marines were pofted, and the explolion blew up 
80 men, many of whom, with the chevalier Poetc, were killed 
and moft of the others mortally hurt. All who were near, and hadcl- 
Caped the danger, fled in the firft impulfe of terror out ot the reti ench- 
ment, and ran to gain the camp by the rear ol LalW s, and were joined 
in fhe way by the 400 Sepoys at the tank behind, who, although 
they had fuflered nothing, likcwllc abandoned their pofl. C olonel 
Coieon theexplofion, fent orders hy his aid de camp Captain Dei-, 
to Major Breicton, to advance with the whole of Draper s icgiment, 
and take poflfeflion of the retrenched tank before the enemy reco¬ 
vered thocoufuflon which he judged the e^^ploflon muft hav£ caufed 
as in this fituation they would command, under cover, the flank 01 
Lally’s regiment. Thegioijndon which Draper’s was flanding oj^po- 
fite to Lally’s when the order came, obliged them, in oidei to picvTnt 
Lally’s from enfilading, or flanking them as coming down, to hie oil by 
the right. Mr. Buliy, who commanded on the; wing, had behuv (.n- 
deavoured to rally the fugitives, of whom he had recovered 5001 6d, 
and adding io them two platoons of 1-ally s, led an<l polled i.iem 
the tank, an.’ then returned to lupport them with the rcgimem. 
But BceretP' files kept wheeling at a diflance, and moving at t.a 
quickeft pace, ftilFered little from their fire, and coming upon f .e 
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lefi of the retrenchment, afiaulted it impctuoully, and,cafried it after 
receiving oi:ie fire of much execution from the troops within, un¬ 
der which Major Brereton fell mortally AVpunded, and when fallerL" 
refuled the affiftanceof the men next him, but bid them follow their 
viftory. The firft of Draper’s who got into the retrenchment fired 
down from the parapet upon the guns on the left of Lally^s, and 
drove the gunners from them; whilft the reft, being many more 
than i-equired to maintain the poft, formed, and fliouldered under it, 
extending on the plain to the left to prevent the regiment of Daily, 
if attempting to recover the poft, from embracing it on this fide. 
Mr. Bufly wheeled the regiment of Daily, and lent off platoons from 
■its left, to regain the retrenchment, whilft the reft were oppofed to 
the divifion of Draper’s on the plain. But tire platoons afted faint¬ 
ly, only Ikirmilhing witli their fire inftead of coming to the c’ofe 
aflault. The action likewife continued only with mulketry, but 
warmly, between the two divifions on the plain, until the two field- 
attached to the right of Draper’s, which they had left be¬ 
hind when marching to attack the retrenchment, were brought to- 
bear on the flank of Daily’s, who had none to oppofe them ; on 
which their line began to waver, and many were going off. Mr. 
Bufly, as the only chance of reftoring this part of the battle, put 
himfelf at their head, intending to lead them to the pulh of bayo¬ 
net, but had only advanced a little way wdicn his horfe was ftruck 
with a ball in the head, and floundering at every ftep afterwards, 
he difmounted ; during which the fire from Draper’s had continued, 
of which two or three balls palled tlirough his cloaths, and when 
he alighted only 20 of Daily’s had kept near him, the reft had 
llirunk. Two platoons fet off on the full rim from Draper’s 
to furround them: the officer demanded and received Mr. Bully’s 
fword, and Ibit him with a guard into the rear; he was con? 
duaed to Major Monfon, who had wlieeled three companies 4 K 
the grenadiers of the lecond line, and was hairing with therb 
and their fidd^plece at lome diftance, rca<^ if nec^flary to fup- 
po) t the ev'ont of Draper’s. Mr. Bufly alked wh( the troops hi^ 
faw were; and was anfwered 200 grenadiers, th heft men in 
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„ie armv, who had not fired a fhot; he clafped his hands in fur- 
prize and admiration, and faid not a word. 

During the conflia on this fide the two centers, which were 
compofed of the troops of the two Eaft India Companies, had kept 
up a hot, but diftant fire; neither chufing to rifque clofcr decifion 
they law the event between Draper s and Lally s ^ but as loon 
as Lally’s broke, the enemy’s center went ofFlikewife, but in better 
order, although in hafte, to regain their camp. Many ot Coote’s,. 
in the firft fury of viaory, had purfued their antagonifts of Loirain 
up to the retrenchment, by which tlie fugitives entered the camp : 
they might have fuffered by this ralhnefs, if the guard there, as 
well as the neareft Sepoys along the ridge, had not taken tright, 
and abandoned their ports on feeing the rout of Loirain. It took 
fofhe time to bring the purfuers back to their colours, when the 
officers, Tending off the wounded, formed the rert into their ranks, 
and afterwards'only made the appearance of advancing, whilft 
the reft of the battle remained in doubt, left I.orrain with the-6c- 
poys fhould rally; to prevent which tlie four field-pieces on the 
left kept up an inceflant fire plunging into the camp. 

As foon as the other wing and the center of theEuemy’s army gave 
way, their opponents, the Company’s battalion and Draper’s regiment 
got into order, and with Coote’s, who were ready, advanced to the 
purfuit* leaving their artillery behind. They entered the enemy’s 
camp without meeting the leaft oppolition. India and Lally’s had 
paffed through it haftily to the other lide, althcugh notdu rout as 
Lorrain’s before. Mr. Lally, after the rout of L^rrain, rode away 
to join his own regiment on the left, but on the way faw the lX- 
plofion of the tumbril at the retrenched tank, the dilpcrfion ot the 
marines in this port, and the flight of the Sepoys out of the taulc 
^)ehind. He was in this inftant near, and intended to ipeak to Mr. 
feufly, but turned fuddenly, and ordered the Sepoys ftationed along 
the ridge in front of the camp to advance. None obeyed ; and moft 
of them beii g tliofe of Zulphacarjung who had len cd with Mr. 
Bufly in the I ecan, he rafhly fufpeacd trendlery, and, unable to 
controul the i'’ -pulfc of diftradlcu, rode into tiie camp to ftoi' ih.o 
fugitives of Lorrai a. 
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The whole boJy of the French cavalry, near 300, who were all 
Europeans, appeared on the plain in the rear of the camp«to which 
they had retreated, followed by the cavalry of the Englifli aririy, 
whole encounter they had hitherto avoided by abler evolutions : fo 
that neither of thefe two bodies had been witliin fight of. the brunt 
between the two Infantries. The French cavalry chanced to be near 
enough to fee the flight ofLorrain through the camp, and, animated 
by a fenfe of national honour, refolved to protect t]r£m,.if, as might be 
expelled, they fliould endeavour to efcape ftill farther by gaining the 
plain. In this purpofe they united their fquadrons and drew up 
in the rear of the camp, and in face of the Englilh cavalry, of whom 
the black horfe, arved by their refolution, dared not, and the European 
were too few, to charge them. This unexpeffed fuccour probably pre¬ 
vented the utter dilperfion of the French army. There were in the 
rear of the camp three field-pieces with their tumbrils of ammuni¬ 
tion ; at which the fugitives ofLorrain, encouraged by the appear¬ 
ance of the cavalry, flopped, and yoked them. Thcfo proteflions 
reftored confidence to Lally’sand the India battalion as they arrived, 
likewife beaten from the field. They fet fire to the tents and un- 
. dangerous flores near them, and the whole filed olF into the plain 
in much better order than their officers cxpefled. The three field- 
pieces kept in the rear ot the line of infantry, and behind them 
moved the cavalry. They pafled to the weftvvard, and when oppo- 
fite to the pettahs of Vandivafh were joined by the troops, who 
had continued at the batteries there, whicdi they abandoned, leaving 
all the llores and baggage, and received no Interruption from the 
garrifon as they were going off. The Morattoes, who were under 
the mountain when the cannonade began, intended not only to 
pmtea their own camp, but to fail upon the baggage of the 
Englifli army; but when they faw the whole body of Sepoys 
remaining in tlio rear of the aftion, Were deterred fiom advancing 
to llie village, to which the baggage was font; and having their own. 
all ready loaded tin their bullocks, font oft the whole iiain to ‘■he 
wcftw.'ud loon after the cannonade comincneed; an I with the firft 
notaefrom their fcouts of the roui ofLorrain, h^gan to go off 

■ thcnifolves. 





Ichk XII. Battle of Vandivasii. 

^mfclves. Their rout led them acrol’s the way, along which the 
French were retreating; whom 700 of them joined and accompanied. 
Dolonel Coote fent repeated orders to his cavalry to harrafs and im¬ 
pede the retreat of the French line. They followed them five miles 
until five in the afternoon, but the black horfe could not be brought 
up within reach of the carbines of the French cavalry, and much 
lefs of tjieir field-pieces. The brunt of the day palled intirely between 
the Europeans of both armies, the black troops of neither had any 
part in it, after the cannonade commenced. The commandants of 
the Englilh Sepoys complimenting Colonel Coote on the vidory, 
thanked him for the fight of fuch a battle as they had never feen. 

Twenty-four pieces of cannon were taken, rp in the field and 
camp, and five in tlic batteiy againft Vandivafh, r i tumbrils of 
ammunition, all the tents, flores, and baggage, that were not 
burnt. Two hundred of the Europeans were counted dead in the 
field, and 160 were taken, of whom 30 died of tlieir wounds be¬ 
fore the,next morning; fix of the killed, and 20 of the prifonors, 
Were officers: wounded continually dropt on the road; lb that 
the immediate diminution of the enemy’s force was computed 
600 men. Of the Englifli army, 6 j Europeans were killed, 
and 124 wounded, in all 190; of this number, 36 of the killed, 
and I 6 of thew^ounded, belonged to the Company’s battalions, 17 
and 66 to Draper’s, 13 and 36 toCoote’s regiment; four of the Eu¬ 
ropean horle, and two of the artillery, were wounded, but none 
of either killed. Of the black troops, 17 of the horfe were killed, 

■ and 32 wounded : in all, 22 and 47 : of the Sepoys only S and 15. 
Tile killed, as well in the European as the black troops, was, although 
not in the ditferent bodies, one half of the number wounded, a propor¬ 
tion on the whole which rarely happens, excepting as in this aelion, 
by cannonade. 

The -firft news of the victory was brought to Madrals at lun-rl(o 
the next morning by one of the black Ipics of the EtigUlh c.unp. 
At noon came in another, with a note of two line-, written aith 
a pen' 11 , by Colonel Coote on the field of battle; other accounts 
followed, and foon after eye-witnellcs. The joy which this luc- 
:tfs ditluled throughout the fcttlement, was <ihnolf cipuil to r!,r.t of 
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Calcutta on the victory at PlafFey. Their congratulations to Colonel 
CoOte and the army were abundant as their joy. 

The day after the battle fcarcely fufficed for the vaiiety of orders 
nccefl'ary to reftore the arrOy to its ftteiigth, and to make the diljjo- 
fitions, by which Golotiel Cootc, with his iilual aftivity,' rcfolved 
to profecute his fuccefs. 'Captain Wood was ordered to advance 
with his garrifon from Covrepauk, and invefi; the fort of Arcot; 
Lieutent Chifholm to fend to Covrepauk the fick and invalids 
left by the army at Conjeveram: Madrafs was requefted to fend 
to Conjeveram the recovered men of the King’s regiments left 
in their hofpitrii, together with {lores, battering cannoiiy and 
ammunition : this line was meant to fuflain the fiege of Arcot. 
Whatfbever other troops could be {'pared from Madral's were 
to be {'ent to Vandivalh, with medicines and conveniences for 
tlie wounded there. The baggage at Outramalore was ordered to 
rejoin the army; a letter was written to Innis Khan, advifing him 
to quit the province, with all his Morattoes, without delay, or that 
no quarter would be given to any of them wherefoever met. Or¬ 
ders were ifl'ued for looo of the black horfe to march to the Ibuth; 
200 frt off immediately to plunder and lay walle the country be¬ 
tween Allamparvah and Pondicherry: the next day, which was 
tlie 25th, 800 with 20 of the huffars, under the command of Vaf- 
ferot, marched with tlie {'ame intent againll the di{lri<frs between 
Pondicherry and Gingee, and were to a^l in correfpondence with ^ 
the other detachment. 

Ti 10 French army reached Chlttapett the next day, where they 
only remained the day after; and then Mr. Lally, without rein- 
foaiiig the gnnifon, fell back with all the European force to 
G’ngce, fending the Sepoys of Zulphacarjung, of whom he had 
frid ful'picions, altliough Mr. BulTy was taken, to aft under the 
cojhimandant at Arco., and adviled the Morattoes to renew their in- 
carfons to the north of the Paliar. Colonel Coote, on intelligence 
(jf Mr. {.ally’s retreat, and the little care he liad taken of 
j .tf, lefolved to attack this place before he marched again{l x^roor, 
Tlit baggage from Outramalore, waiting for fome {lores from 
Chinglapett, did not arrive until the 26th. In the fame ev'ching, a 
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etacliment marchetl from Vandivafh, and the next morning In- 
'■efted Chittapett, when the commandant, De Tilly, refufed to fut•'^ 
rencl”''. On the iSth, the whole army encamped within caunon- 
fliot, and the commandant ftill pcrfifting in his rcfufal, a battery of 
two eightecu-ponnders was ere£led in the night, againft the n. k. 
angle, and a howitz was planted in the pcttali, to enfilade the north 
line of the rampart. The fire opened at five the next morning, 
and the breach was nearly pradicable by eleven, when a flag of 
truce appeared, and De T)illy furrendered without terms,. I'lic 
garrifon confiftedof four comralffioned officers, and 52 private Eu¬ 
ropeans, w'ith 300 Sepoys- In the hofpitals were 73 Europeans, 
wounded in theiate battle. The artillery were nine pieces of can¬ 
non ; the ftore of ammunition was confiderable, and amongfl the 
arms w'ere 300 excellent mufkets, which were diftributed amongfl: 
the Englifh Sepoys. The garrifon reported, that a party, with tw'o 
field-pieces, were marching from Arcot and Gingee, having taken 
the round-about road by Arni and Trinomalee; on which Captain 
Stephen Smith was detached, with 200 black horfe, and two com¬ 
panies of Sepoys, to intercept them. 

In the mean time, the horfe fent to the fouthward had performed 
their mlflion with great alacrity, having burnt 84 villages, and fwept 
away 8000 head of cattle, many of which were of thofe the Mq- 
rattoes had taken on the north of the Paliar, and fold to whomlo- 
ever would buy them, at four-pence a head. The whole colledion 
was driven under different convoys to Vandivafh, Caraijgoly, and 
Outramalore, and more than reftored the number which thefe 
diftrlCts had loft. Befides what they had fold, they had driven 
away a great multitude of the beft cattle into the vallies leading 
from Lalliput to Damalcherri, which they intended to fend, with 
the reft of their booty, to their own country on the other fide the 
hills; but the menaces and fuccefs of Colonel Coote raifed appre- 
henlions hr Innis Khan, that he might rifi^ue the lols of this 
plunder, if he continued any longer in the province. He tlicrenuv 
quitted Arcot, with all his Morattoes, on the lame day that Chit- 
tapett fa. rendered; and continued his march through the pals, hdm 
VoL. II. 4 G 



ailuary. 





Ftln'aary, 


The Wah of Coroman 
whence he wrote to Mr. Pigot, that he fhould^ at any time here¬ 
after be ready to wait on liim with his troops, if they could agrf'* 
upon the terms. 

On the 30th, intelligence was received from Captain Wood, that 
he had marched with his garrifon of Covrepauk to Arcot, and found 
the Sepoys of Zulphacarjung ftrongly polled in the llreets of the 
town ; he neverthelefs attacked them, and after much firing drove 
them from their Hands, with confiderable lofs on their fide, and 
little on his own. They retreated out of the town, as the garrifon in 
the fort did not want their fervice. On the 31ft, the army, which had 
moved by two fuccelTwe divifions, encamped near Arni, where they 
were rejoined b^ the detachment fent with Captain Stephen Smith, 
who had taken .the party they had been fent after, which was much 
lefs than had been reprefented, confilling only of 20 Europeans 
and 30 Sepoys, efcorting two brafs field*pieces, which Mr. Lally 
had ordered from Arcot. Captain Smith had likewife picked up 
three commiflaries, who were travelling to Pondicherry in their 
pallaukeens. 

The next day, which was the firll of February,^ Colonel Coote, 
with the firll divifion of the army, joined Captain Wood in the 
town of Arcot, having left the fecond with Major Monfon, to attack 
Timery, whicli lies in the road. This fort being very fmall, al¬ 
though well-built, only Ihells were fired, wliich before the evening 
reduced the garrifon to furrender : they were one ferjeant com¬ 
manding 20 foldicrs, and 60 Sepoys, with five pieces of cannon. 
The next day Major Monfon arrived at Arcot, and all immediately 
fet to work in ereefting batteries, for which Captain Wood had pre¬ 
pared the materials, and had nearly finilhed one on the north face of 

The defences of the fort had been greatly improved fince it was 
def nded by Captain Clive, agakill Rajahfahib, in 1752. The Enghlh 
liad contributed r/Kjll; but the French finilhed what wa? intended, 
but left undone by them, when they abandoned the fort on Mr. 
X.ally’s approach to Madrafs. The ditch was mollly in the folid 

jrofk, and had every where been dug to man height; the faulfebray 
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clear, btit open ; being neither Udrtcci with a parapet-w'all, nor 
even wih a palifade : a glacis, and a covered way, had been carried 
.ound the fort; and fiom the center of the north-hde of i nc covcTcd- 
way projeaed a ftrong ravelin, mounting fix guns, round v/lndi 
the glacis was continued ; a gate with a draw-bridge communicated 
' with this ravelin ; the narrow rampart of the old wall had in many 
places been widened, and ramparts raifed to it, for the ready running 
up of cannon; each of the towers, of whicli tlierc were twenty- 
two was rendered capable of a gun of any fr/.c, thofe at the foui 
angles would admit three, and the platforms of the two gateways 
more. The extent of the-fort from the weftern to the eaftern f.do is 
nearly 800 yards ; the eaftern face but the fouthein wall, le 

ceding as it ftretches to the eaftward, reduces the eaftern fiice to 
26a yards, of which 50 are occupied in the middle by a gate-way, 
and the main rampart on this face had only the two towers in tlie 

angles. . , , , 

Two batteries w'ere raifed totheEaft; one, ot three embraluros 

in the front of fome houfes, ftanding at the diftance ot 360 yards, 
nearly oppofite to the rampart between the gateway and the to\x r 
in the angle on its right; and was intended to breach in the iniu . a!; 

the other battorywas on the left ofthis, but 100 yards nearer; it n Mim¬ 
ed only two guns, of winch, one wus to dilmantic the tow. r in Vic 
angle to the right of the gatew'ay, and the othei the a-igle m , l ao rjglit 
of the gateway itfelf. A battery of three guns w as railed to the 
fouth, nearly oppofite the s. w. angle of the fort, and bore upon the 
tower in this angle, and the two next to the eaftward. This b|ttc,y 
was at the diftance of 200 yards, where a few houles gave huAlu r 
to the guards, and covered the workmen in the ouiici: tin ap¬ 

proaches. The fourth battery was that raifed by Captain WceA ov 
the north: it was to the left of the ravelin, at tin diftanca ot ioo 
. ards, and mounted two guns, wdiich were to plungi o. or t ic ia\ i. in, 
n order to break the drawbridge behind, by wliich t ic ia\ .n. n 
mu.; :;.Ud acrofs the ditch with the body of the foi t: but itus b u- 
tery was of little ufe becaufe it enfiladed no part of tiu_ l auriv . 
and the raveUn it fired upon bore only on- gun againft ^ 
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batteries to the eafhvard, and, in cafe the bridge fhould be broke,, 
the guard would be withdrawn into the fort, where their fervice, 
if the breach fhould be aflaulted, would be of more detriment thaii 
their continuance in the ravelin ; and the battery was employd only 
becaufe it was ready. 

On the 3d and 4th, whilft the batteries were conftru< 51 :ing, the 
garrifon threw many ihclls to interrupt the work, but no men were 
hurt by them. On the .5th, all the three batteries opened ; and the 
garrifon ftill continuing their fliells, returned likewife on all fides 
with more cannon than fired upon them ; and a foldier was killed!, 
on the N. E. attack, and four artillery-men to the ibuth. On tlie 
6th, the enemy difmounted two guns in the battery of three to the 
eaft, in which two Europeans were killed and two wounded, ancb 
two were likewife wounded at the fouth. battery. This day, 200 
cohoni-lhells arrived from-Madrafs, inftead of eight-inch fliells for 
the howitz, which was the only piece of bombarding artillery with, 
the army; no powder came with the fliells ; and from the defence, 
the flock in camp feemed likely to be exhaufled before the place 
could be opened to aflault; and fliot grew equally fcarce. Four 
hundred bullocks were therefore fent off to bring a fupply of both 
from Madrafs, with two eighteen-pounders to replace the two which 
had been difmounted. In the night between the 6th and the 7th,, 
tlic army began their approaches from b^th attacks. On the 7th, 
two eighteen-pounders arrived from Chinglapett; but from the want 
of ferviceable bullocks they were accompanied by ordy 50.fliQt, and 
50 barrels of powder expeacd with them were ftill lagging on the 
load. Fiom the preceding to the prelc-nt evening, oiily one man 
was kiikd, and ^\o wounded. The approaches were p.uflied on all 
niglit; and the next day, which was the eighth, of the month, ar-s 
■ ived the powder from Chinglapett, and a quantity was .difeovered. 
buried in one of tl;e houfes of the town; b^t all. the fliot wert 
io nearly expended, that, at four in the afternoon, Colonel-Coote 

; • a parky, m order to get tijiie to pick ijp whpt the ur-mv 

Tile I’reiieh officer, Captain Huflpy, accepted the m^flagp,. 
which w-! 5 a f ijumcnii to flippenderi as he coulcj, ^pei^; no fuel 

cours; - 



k XII. Siege of Argot. 

urs : he anfwered, that not a man had been killed In the fort 
but thiU: he was willing to furrender it, if not relieved before, 
at the end of fix days, on condition the garrKbn fhould be free, 
have the honours of war, and retire to Pondicherry. This, to and 
fro lafled two hours, when the firing was renewed until dark. The 
lofs this day was only one man killed, and two wounded. In the 
night, the trenches to the s. were pufhed on with much diligence,, 
and the garrifon employed every means to interrupt tfieir progrefs, 
cannon and fliells from the body of the place, mufketry, grenades, 
and fire-balls, which fet on fire the blinds, gabions, and fafciiacs of 
the advancing fap, dangeroufly wounded Enfign Macmahon, who* 
conduced it, killed one, and wounded ten more of the men em¬ 
ployed., Neverthelefs, the fap before the morning was very near 
tire foot of the glacis. With the day, which was the 9th, the bat¬ 
teries, having received fome more fhot from Chinglapett, continued, 
and by noon their fire bad opened both breaches to fix feet of the 
bottom of the rampart; and had difmantled the towers that flanked 
them: but ftill the ditch remained to be filled, and no lodgement 
was yet made in the covered way. Great therefore was the furprize, 
to fee a flag,, followed by a yoluntary offer of furrendering the next 
day, if allowed the honours of war ; which, as before,. Implied 
that the garrifon were not to be made, prifoners. Colonel Cooto re-- 
fufed and foon after came another letter, offering as the condition,' 
that they might all retire to Pondicherry on tlieir paroles- not to 
ferve again. Colonel Coote replied, that he fhould allow the officers 
and men whatfoever belonged to them, and good treatment; but re- 
ferved the right of difpofing of their perfons; at the fiune time, he 
Invited the commandant to fupper,. who came. The fort was clofoly 
furrounded during the night, to prevent any of the garrifon from 
efcaping; and early the next mornings the grenadiers of the army 
took pofieffion of the gates. The garrifon confi-ffed of 11 officers, 
riiree of whom-w^ere captains, and 236 foldiers and artillery-mea, 
n. ,11 MOf'] Eairopeans, and nearly the fame number of Sejioys. The, ar¬ 
tillery were 4 mortars, and 22 pieces of camion, of which Ibmc 
were eighteen-pounders ; tlicre was likowife a plentiful flock ol , 
I, ammunition.^. 
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ammunition, ami military ftores of all kinds. The batteries rnu 
liave ceafed tiring the next day, until convoys arrived: the gariifon 
had not loft three ir.en, and the fort might have held out ten days- 
longer before the aflhult by ftorm could be rifqued. They exte¬ 
nuated the early furrender by the certainty of not being relieved. 
It rcquii-eri the refpite of fome days to refit the wear and tear which 
the army had endured during the aaivity of the late operations ; for 
all the carriages were fhattcred, all the men wanted cloathing, and 
all the bullocks were fore. 

Colonel Coote, in confideration of Mr. Bufly’s generofity to the 
Englilh factory when he took Vlzagapatam, had permitted him te 
•repair to Pondicherry from the field of battle, immediately after he 
was taken. He arrived there the next day, and rep relented the defeat as 
•far from irretrievable. On the 25^^^ evening, came in Mr. 

Tally, and the troops'were following from Glngee to Valdore. His 
ill fuccefs, and the abandoning the field, rendered him- ftill more 
•odious than ever. No invedlive, howfoever. unjuft, was fpared. 
Cowardice borrowing courage from drunkennefs was Imputed as the 
caufe of wrong difpofitions, redrefled by worfc, until the battle was 
loft, and the retieat to Pondicherry as a defign to lofe the city, in 
revenge for the univerfal deteftatloii in which he was held. 

Neverthelefs, the beft ability and will would have been perplexed 
what meafure to purfue after the defeat. The neceflity of refurnifh- 
ing the army with the ftores and artillery they had loft, would alone 
have required them to fall back nearer to Pondicherry ; and the pro- 
teftlon of the diftridts in the rear of Alamparwah and Glngee now 
became of great concernment; for fincc the lols of Mafulipatam, of 
the northern provinces, and of their fcttlements in Bengal, very little 
grain in proportion to the former Importations had been brought 
to Pondicherry by fea ; and the diftrefles for money to anfwer more 
immediate calls had hitherto prevented the government from laying 
in a ftore of provifions ; fo that their greateft refource at this time 
^as from the harvefts in tbefe diftrifts, which was ripe arfd j-’tber 

tug in. 

The interruptions continually oppofed by the garrifon of Tritchi- 
popoly to the French troops remaining in the ifland Seringham, had 

prevented 
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fnted' the controllers, appointed to manage thele diftriils, from 
coliefting enough to defray the expences of the late expedition, 
■Tahhough the revenues, if unmolefted, would have furnifhed 
more: Mr. Lally had ordered the whole to return, and ex- 
pedied they would join him before Vandivaflu They were, befides 
the 300 European in Seringham, two detachments lately fent from 
■Pondicherry, with (lores and ammunition, who were arrived, and 
iialting at Utatore. The manager appointed to colled the revenues, 
who was a counfellor .of Pondicherry, thought that matters would 
mend, when he (hould be reinforced by the detachments at Utatore, 
■and ventured to diiobey the orders. • The Nabob and Captain Joieph 
Smith at Tritchinopoly refolved, as the beft means of preventing 
the arrival of the detachments, to get polTeffion of the fortified pagoda 
tif Pirchandah, on the farther bank of the Coleroon, which terminates 
the only high road leading from Samiaveram and Utatore into the 
-ffland of Seringham. The pagoda was reported to be garrifoned only 
by a company of Sepoys, with a- few Europeans. Accordingly Cap¬ 
tain Richard Smith, who was recovered of his wound, crofled the 
river on the 28th of December, and took the command of the coun¬ 


try troops, and thofe from the. garrifon, which had continueo at 
Samiaveram fince the defeat of the French party, which had ad¬ 
vanced a few days before. Early the next morning. Captain Jofeph 
Smith moved with a party from the city, and began to cannonade 
the pagoda of ^Senhgham from acrofs the Caveri, in order to divert 
the French troops from fending a. reinforcement to Pitchandah ; for 
the attack of w'hich, his fire upon Seringham was to be the figrta^. 
The troops from Samiaveram were in time on their ground near 
Pritchandah. The two field-pieces which were to beat down the 
gate were in the road; the oxen were call off from them, and they 
were to be dragged the reft of the w^ay, which was 50 yards, to a 
■ houltry within fix yards of the gate. The trot.»ps were not dilco- 
'ered until they had got under the wall, anid were fixing the fcaling- 
lau’®'"®’ *;!.e garrifon, more numerous tlian fuppofed, fired hotly 
from the walls, and cfpecially on the field* pieces. Moft of the Eu¬ 
ropeans in the detachment were foreigners, and none of thofe employed 

in bringing on the field-pieces liked the fervice; and to encourage them. 

Captain 
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Captain Smith and Lieutenant Horne pulled themfelves at the gu 
their example brought more alliftance ; but of ten, who were at the 
gun with Smith, two were (hot dead, artd three wounded, before they- 
got them into the choultry, when a few rounds brought down the 
gate-way; in this inftant captain Smith received a ball under his 
Ihoulder, which totally difabled him. Lieutenant Horne then took his 
place and endeavoured to lead the men to the aflault, but the detach¬ 
ment had fufFered fo levcrely that none would follow him; he, how¬ 
ever, prevailed on them to abide, and bring off the wounded, and the 
two guns. Soon after, a certain account was received of the ftrength of 
the French parties atUtatore,which appeared an overmatch for the dif- 
ptrited troops at Samiaveram ; nor could Tritchinopoly fpare a rein¬ 
forcement equal to wljat the French troops in the ifland might then 
fofely fend to a£l in conjimftion with tiaofe coming from Utatore: the 
whole detachment at Samiaveram were therefore recalled, and ar¬ 
rived the fecod of Fenajary at Tritchinopoly. Their retreat re- 
:lieved the French troops in the pagoda of Seringham from 
great diftrefs; for they had little ammunition left, and flreight- 
ened towards the Caveri by the garrifon of Tritchinopoly, and 
on the other fide of the Coleroon by parties from the en¬ 
campment at Samiaveram, they could neither venture out to feek, 
nor the country people to bring them in provifions; fo that all their 
fubfiftence, for fevcral days, had been what they had plundered 
from the bramins in the pagoda, whofe houfes they pulled down for 
fire-wood to drefs the viftuals they found in them. 

Tlie French troops at Utatore having waited for fome flores, which 
were lagging on the road, did not arrive at Seringham until the 
8 th : they were 140 Europeans, five pieces of cannon, and 600 Se¬ 
poys ; and brought with them a competent flock of ammunition and 
fpare arms. A day or two after their arrival, 200 of their Euro¬ 
peans, with 600 Sepoys, commanded, by Huflan Ally, marched 
Againfl Totcum, which had been taken for the Nabob on the 26ti 
of December. The garrifon left in it were four c''mDanies of 
5 epoys, under the command of two European ferjeants; all of 
whom, although there were guns in the foic, behaved very ill, and 
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ftirrendered the place before any impreflioti had been made on the 
walls. 

At the fame time that Mr. Lally recalled the troops from Sering- 
ham, he likewi'fe ordered the fort of Devicotah to be evacuated; and 
the garrifoh, having made feveral breaches in the walls and towers, 
marched away in the beginning of February, but left a company of 
Sepoys in the pagoda of Atcha-veram, which (lands five miles inland 
of Devicotah. 

Captain' Jofeph Smith, on this intelligence, detached two compa¬ 
nies of Sepoys, uiider the command of ferjeant Sommers, on whofe 
approach the French Sepoys at Atchaveram were reinforced by ano¬ 
ther Company froth the pagoda of Chilambarurn, with which they 
marched out, arid met Sommers’s detachnient on the plain, who 
routed them completely, taking hve (larid of their colours, with four 
of their officers,, and, b^fiJe the Sepoys who were killed, many were 
drowned'in the hurry rif eroding the Coleroon. Iirin\ediately after 
this eiicdunter, Sommers proceeded, tOok poheffion of Devicotah, 
and begari th repair the breaches. . 

The rieWb of the viflory at Vandivafli reached Trltchinopoly on 
the 3pth of* Jahuary, and cleared at once the cloud of defpondency. 
which had oveiy^^helmed' the' Nabob ever fince he left Madrafs to 
proceed thifherJ He’ pitched his tent, dlfplayed his great (landard, 
and declared his intention of returning into the Carnaticy but 
waited' until the French' troops (hoiild he removed from Seiing- 
ham ; arid his vviifh was (oon gratified; for Mr. Daily,'on his 
arrival at Pond’ichei I’y, difpatched a fecond order, under the fe- 
vereft penalties of diibhedikice, for all the troops, between Vbl- 
coiidah and Tritchinopoly to join his aripy without delay. They 
hoped to conceal their retreat from the ga'-rifon of Tritchirio- 
poly, and made the preparadons With all (eercey ; but Come of 
die Malabars employed by them were natives of this part of 
•the couritty» who, , folicitous to fecurc parilbn, if not favour, 
with the charigC rif governmeiit, gave iminahate and conilant lnte*!- 
llg'erice to‘Captain Jofeph Smith, who made ready to take I’uc h ad¬ 
vantages as ufually occur, when troops retreating are purfued. The 
Voi:. Ih 4 H whole 
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whole body of the F'rench troops were 4.5a Europeans and GofFreeg, 
and 1200 Sepoys? of whrch 150, with the commiffary, were in the 
pagoda of Junibakiflha. The retreat was appointed at nine at night, 
on the 6 th. of February; of which previous intelligence was brought, 
to Captain Smith ; and almoft the whole garrifon of Tritchinopoly 
were on the bank of the Caveri,. oppohte to the pagoda of Se- 
ringham, ready to move as foon as the enemy. The notices were 
. punftual; and the firft divihon of the Englifh troops entered the 
jfouth gate of the pagoda as the laft of the French were going out of 
the oppofite: the reft of the Englifh troops marched round' tire 
pagoda to the weft. When all were united on the north fide, they 
advanced to the bank of the Coleroon, and, when nearly oppofite to- 
Pitchandah, heard the found, and thought theyfaw the motion of a 
line of men marching acrofs them to pafs the river. Captain R. Sriiith, 
who led the the troops of the garrifon,. formed in order to receive or at¬ 
tack the ftrangers ? but Captain Jofeph conoing up bid him not fire,, 
becaufe he had ordered the troops of the polygar TondLman, which had. 
for fome time attended the garrifon, to advance" between the pagodas 
of Seriiigham and Jumbakiffiia, and what troops they now delcried; 
might as probably be them, as a part of the enemy;, who they really 
were,, being thole moving from Jumbakiflha to join their main body;. 
they were foon after afcertained by a black fervant of R. Smith’s, 

• who had ftraggled into their line, and talking, was anfwered in 
French. On which the Englllh troops immediately proceeded, and 
began, to enter the bed of the Coleroon, as the enemy were leav¬ 
ing the farther bank, who in their hurry flung away fifty barrels 
of gunpowder, which were recovered; and they deftroyed a 
tumbril of gun-ammunition at Pitdiandah.. But their line never 
ftopped until they got to Utatore. The Nabob’s horfe followed 
hanging in their rear, and continually picked up a deferter o»- a 
pfifoner, in all 30 Europeans, or fomething belonging to their 
eejuipages and ftores; but the Infantry, black and white, halted.."®'- 
miaveram until the horfe returned, which was the next day; when a 
detachment of 1000 Sepoys, and 50 Europeans, with two guns and a 
'^ohorn, and of the Nabob s horfo, marched under the com— 
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^aud of lieutenant Home, againft Totcum and Cortahim: at the fame 
•time, all the other troops returned from Samiaveram to Tritchinopoly ; 
and, bcfides what had been gathered in the road, brought in two excel- 
dent eighteen-pounders, which the enemy had left in the . pagoda of 
Seringham. The Nabob, felicitous to make his new appear¬ 
ance in the Carnatic with as much figure as polTible, requefted Jo- 
feph Smith to go, and alk 500 horfe of the king of Tanjore. The 
king was ill, and with difficulty admitted the vUit, but promifed 
every thing, and referred the adjuftment to his Dubbeer, or miuifter, 
which, amongft the Indians, is equivalent to the Duan of the Ma- 
homedan princes. The Dubbeer, notwithftanding the late fficcefles 
of the Engliffi arms, infifted, that the Nabob fhould furniffi the 
pay and expences, which he knew would not be complied with ; and 
Captain Smith returned, as he had expected, without obtaining a 
fingle horfeman, In the mean time, Haflan Ally had abandoned 
Totcum, on the appearance of lieutenant Horne’s detachment, but 
went away with the garrifon, which were 400 Sepoys, to reinforce 
Cortalum. Lieutenant Horne followed him ; and here the enemy 
made a ftandfor three days, until a battery was raifed, when they 
all went off in the night, leaving a gun and fome ammunition in 
the fort. Some Sepoys were left in both, and the reft of the de-- 
tachment returned to the city; where the Nabob was making, with 
accuftomed tedioufnefs, the preparations for his departure. 

The ravages which had been committed by the Engliffi chivalry, 
in the diftrids around Pondicherry, brought forth a part of the 
French troops from Valdoor ; but not before the cavalry were gone 
off with their plunder. The French detachment, feeing nothing 
to oppofe them, advanced within 20 miles of Carangoly ; which, 
on intelligence of their approach, the Prefidency reinforced 
with 40 Europeans. Captain Prefton had already been font to 
command there; and on the 6th of February Colonel Coote had 
500 black horfe, and 20 huflars, from the f ege of Arcot, 
with orders, if Prefton ffiould think proper, to lead them agalnft the 
enemy’s detachment, who, gaining intelligence of their march be¬ 
fore they had reached Carangoly, retreated foft; and on the 8th, 
huftars with their horfes deferted and came to Vandivaffi, where 
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thej were CDlifted in the Englifli fervice. Mr, Lally,^ on hear¬ 
ing that his detachment was retreating, and tliat Arcot was 
prefled, took a fudden reloiution of marching with all the rell: 
of the cavalry, in order, as he gave out, either to throw reinforce¬ 
ments into Arcot, or to retake Chittapett I 5 y furprize, and releafe 
the wounded prifoners there ; but the cavalry, when drawn out, 
mutinied, refufed to proceed with him, and all went out of the 
bounds, as if they intended to go over-to the Englifli garrifonstheir 
officers however brought them back ; but fuch was the general dif- 
content for want of pay, that fcveral of the common foldiers were 
overheard, in the night of the iith, propofing among themfelves ta 
turn the guns in the ramparts againft the government,houfe, as the 
only mcajis of bringing Mr. Lally to reafon. He immediately re- 
prclentcd the depofitions of the witnefles to Mr. De Leyrit and the 
Council, ’.vllo, having no money in the public treafury, propofed ex¬ 
pedients, which Mf. Lally did not approve. All the country in the 
rear of Vandivafh and Chittapett, quite up to Pondicherry, had 
been let for five years to two of the European inhabitants of the co¬ 
lony, at the rent of 1,450,000 rupees a year ; they were applied to 
in this exigency, and anfwered, that they had no money, having 
been difappointed of much they expedled by the lofs of Van¬ 
divafh and Chittapett; on which the Malabar, to whom Mr. Lally 
had rented the diftrifts fdund Arcot, w'hilfl: they remained under 
his authority, offered to advance 50,000 rupees in ten days, and 
80,000 in twenty more, if what remained of tire dlftrifls let to 
the two Europeans were leafed out to him, with the addition of 
all the country to the fouth of Pondicherry, as far as Chillambarum 
and the banks of the Coleroon. His propofal was accepted ; but 
the prefent affiffance he fupplied could not ferve long, and the fu¬ 
ture depended on the protedion of the countries : they were farmed 
to him at 1,750,000 rupees a year. 

This arrangement was not approved by the council, be^'^ufe ther 
of the credit and integrity of the Malabars ; and, perhaps, 
becaufc it was a fuperceffion of their own authority in the admini- 
ftratioa of the revenues. Immediately after, arrived intelligence of 
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lofs of Arcot, which with that of Chittapett gave new fcope to 
the imputations againft Mr. Lally. It was faid, that he himfelf had 
declared, the one incapable of holding out four days, the other not 
more than five. Why then leave in them 400 Europeans, fo much 
wanted in his own army, to fall a certain prey to the Englifli ? But 
this conduft, as his retreat to Pondicherry, was not void of juflin- 
cation ; for, had he withdrawn thefe garrifons, the Engllfli army, . 
having nothing to apprehend in their rear, might have immediately 
followed him to Gingee,and from thence to the adjacencies of Pondi¬ 
cherry, when the produce of the country, lb neceflary to flore Pon- 
.dichery, would have fallen under the power of the enemy, whom the 
neceffity of reducing Chittapett and. Arcot had turned another way; 
and, befidcs the time they muft employ againft thefe forts, other 
delays might concur to keep them ftill longer at a dlftance. 

The Engllfti army, after the redudion of Arcot, encamped with¬ 
out the town, towards Velore. The Kellidar Mortizally trembled 
for his fort; and having been very complacent to the Englifli, lince 
uie Ficncli had been repulfed from before Madrafs, he now intreated 


the Prefi'dency to fpare the attack, and fent I prefent of 30,000 
rupees to Colonel Coote; who refilled it, lignifying, that he was 
not empowered, either by the Nabob or the Prelidency of Madrafs, 
to levy tributes. The Kellidar replied, that it was intended as a 
homage to himfelf, a great commander, according to the cuftom of 
the country; on which the money was accepted, and appropriated 
to the general ftock of prize-money for the army. 

The army had not reftored its equipments fufficiently to move 
from the neighbourhood of Arcot until the 20th of Fcbniary, aiul 
even then left behind two eighteen-pounders and a ten-inch howitz, 
which were not repaired. They halted this day at Timery, and 
500 Sepoys, with 100 black horfe, were difpatched with Captain 
Stephen Smith againft Trlnomaly. The iwxt day the army en¬ 
camped under Arni. The Kellidar of this fort, whicli Is coji- 
fiderabie, and a fief belonging to the king of Tanjore, had lOiufij^ed 
himfelf with' fo much hofpitality to both fidcs, that neither the 
French nor the Nabob confidered him as an enemy. On the 23d 
2 they 
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tiiey arrived at Chittapett, when intelligence was received from 
Stephen Smith, tliat lie had got pofleffion of the pettah of Tri- 
nomaly; but that the troops in the fort leemed relolved to hold 
(OUt. The pettah could not be maintained without the fort; and the 


pofleffion of the fort was at this junilureofmuchconlequence, 3S its 
detachments might harrais and interrupt convoys of provifions 
coming from the country in the rear of the army, when advanced 
to^ the fouthward. Colonel Coote therefore reinforced Stephen Smith 
with two twelve-pounders, and 50 Europeans, who were French 
•deferters, lately incorporated into a company under the command 
of one of their own lerjeants; they "were called the French Volun¬ 
teers, and were intended to be employed on hazardous fervices; but 
this did not prove one; for, although the guns could not breach, 
the garrifon olfered on the 29th to give up the fort, if they were 
permitted to march out free whither they plealed, with their arms 
apd baggage ; their terras were accepted : they were 250 Sepoys, 
and left llx pieces of cannon, and a confiderable quantirv of ammu¬ 
nition, in thefbrt.^ Of the Englifli detachment, one of the volun¬ 
teers and a Lafcar were killed, and a Sepoy wounded, during the 
' attack. 


On the 23d, Rear-Admiral Cornilh arrived at Madrafs, with fix 
/hips of the line. They were the fquadron which had failed under 
his command from England, and met Mr. Pococke, with his ffiips, 
off Pondicherry in Oftober, whom they accompanied to Tellicherry: 
from whence tliey railed again for the coaft of Coromandel on the 
r ?th of December, whilft Mr. Pococke, with his own, was proceed¬ 
ing to Bombay. Contrary winds and currents had retarded tfieir paf- 
fages from one coafl: to the other. The crews had received very 
little refrelhment from land ever fince they left England about this 
time in tire preceding-year, and many were down with the feurvy. , 
The army marched from Chittapett on the 26th, ffriking acrols* 
the country to the s. e. On t!ie 29th in the forenoon th^y arrived 
and halted at Tondivanum, a town pf much refort, at which meet 
the high roads leading from Chitthpett, Vafldivaffi, Outramalore, 
and Carangoly, towards Pondicherry, from which place it is 30 
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miles diftant to the N. e. In the other direftion of the country, 
it ftands nearly midway between Gingee and Alamparvah on the 
fea-lhore; and on its left, five miles towards Alamparvah, is a forti¬ 
fied rock, called Permacoil. The wars between the two nations 
having never before brought any decifion before this place, it had 
Hitherto remained neglefted by both : But as foon as the French 
army fell back towards Pondicherry, Permacoil became of impor¬ 
tance to the proteftion of the intermediate diftrifls ; and Mr. Lally, 
immediately after the defeat of Vandivafh, had prevailed on the 
Kelladar to admit a party, with fome cannon, into his fort; but the. 
eafy reduflion of Chittapett and Arcot made the Kelladar repent of 
Kis hafty compliance ; and, as foon as the Englifli army were return¬ 
ing from Arcot to the fbuthward, he wrote to Colonel Coote, pre¬ 
tending, that the French party had got into his fort by furprize, ad- 
vifed him to attack it,' and promifed all the afliftance in his power ; 
and Colonel Coote refolved to try the fincefity of his profeflions. “ 

In this intention, he fet off before the army in the laft march ta. 
Tondivanum, with mOft of the cavalry and two companies of Sepoys, 
and arriving there., before day-break went on to reconnoitre Per¬ 
macoil. Befides the fortified rock, lie others of lefs height before 
gnd behind it; the tlireflion in length of the whole plot is 1200 
yards, and extends from the n.e. to the s. w.: the s.w. end of the rocks 
lay neareft toTondivanum; but Colonel Coote, having no guide,, fol- - 
lowed the heft ground, which brought him to the noi;th-caft end, 
oppbfite to tlie northern face of the pettal>, which lies under the 
weftern fide of the rock of Permacoil, and extends beyond it uiultr 
part of the other rocks to the north. When near, the troops were 
fired upon by cannon from the neareft tower on the rock, and by 
field-pieces and mulketry from the walls of the pettah below. Soon 
after came a man, commiflioned by the Ktllldar, who Informed Co¬ 
lonel Coote, that the French in the fort were 50 Europeans, 30 Cof- 
frees, and 50 Sepoys ; that they had got fome guns up the rock ; l>ui ■ 
that four large pieces of cannon, wliich arrived the day hetore, wei-; 
ftill remaining in the pettah below ; and offered to comUicl: ti eni to 
the gate; for, although the pettah was under tiic.m.iin rucks, the 
7 plain 
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plain on-all fides round the walls was encumbered with large frag¬ 
ments, which might afford fhelter to the approach. Colonel Coote 
rnimediately followed the guide with the Sepoys, ordering the horfe 
to form, and keep on the left, under cover of the main rocks to 
the N. E. 


The rock on which the fort of Permacoll ftands does not extend, even 
at its hafe, more than 500 yards in length. In breadth, it is at the 
northern end about 400 yards, at the fouthern not more than 200 : its 
height is likewife various, being at the narrow end 300 perpendicular 
feet, and diminifliing by Hopes and declivities to 200 at the other. Of 
thelc- differences in the height, there is one more particularly marked, 
which crnfles in a natural zig-zag of two re-entering angles, about 
the middle of-the mountain, and all the ground to the eaffward 
behind this ridge is feet higher than the other part before it to 
the weflward. This eaflern part is the upper, and the only real 
fort; being inclofed and fortified with high Hone walla and towers 
firongly built. The other inclofure, although called the lower tort, 
is only furruunded with a wall of loofe Hones, and was principally 
intended tor the immediate refuge of the cattle and inhabitants on 
fudden alarm. I'lie rock falls every where fo Heep, that the area of 
the fortified furface above is equal to half the bafe below. The ad¬ 
jacent rocks before and behind ate not high enough to carry any de- 
trim^it to its fortifications. 


Colonel Coote with the bepoys, led by the guide, took port liehind 
fome rocks oppolite to the gate-way in the nortli face of the pettah, 
-which Hands nearly in the middle of the rampart. Two large pieces 
of cannon, mounted on field-carriages, were Handing at the entrance 
of the gate-way, tvhich was in the left fide of its projeHion ; and fome 
ColTrees and Europeans, with two field-pieces, were on the tower 
juH behind to protetH them. This guard, knowing that the cavalry 
in tlie rear could not acH on the ground where the Sepoys were 
ventured to fiilly. Colonel Coote ordered Enfign Carty to meet them] 
wnth one of the companies of Sepoys ; which turned out with great 
alacrity-, gave their fir^, and advanced to the bayonet. The French 
party, Hartled by their refiilution, ran back, and were followed fo 
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by Carty’s company, and they by Colonel Goote with the 
other, that the fugiti/es made no ftaud at the gateway, but con-^ 
tlnued their flight, flill purfued, through the pettah, to the toot ot , 
the rock at the farther end, where fleps were cut-winding up to the 
upper fort, by which they efcaped into it; but Colonel O’Kennedy, 
the commander, who w-as at the fteps, and lame with old wounds, 
had very nearly been taken. Here were lying tw^o twenty-four 
pounders, of which the garrifon had burnt the carriages, becaule 
tliere was no path to draw, and no means to raife them, into the 
fort. As foon as the pettah w^as cleared of the enemy^s guards. Co¬ 
lonel Coote ported the Sepoys in the-beft fhelter the houfes aftbrded 
againrt the fire of the cannon in the upper fort, and the raufk^- 
try from the lower, which recommenced immediately, and conti¬ 
nued through the day. The horfe were dirtributed, fome under the 
walls of the pettah, ready to difmount and aflirt, if any defeent 
Ihould be made; and the rert in different guards round the hills. In 
the evening came up fix companies of Sepoys, with the French Vo¬ 
lunteers, and an eight-inch howitz, from rondivanum : the enemy 
continued their fire through the night, and fmall parties came down 
the fide of the rocks, who threw grenades, and fired mufketry; by 
which a Sepoy was killed, and nine, with three Europeans, ivound- 
cd before the mprning; no lofs had been furtained in the day. All 
the return was from the howitz, wdiich did no damage in cither of 
the forts. 

Before morning pioneers and tools arrived, and fuflicient 'cpver 
for the whole was formed with earth thrown up and houfes broken 
down ; during which fome were employed in ralfing and fixing the 
twm pieces of cannon, one after the other, to traitfpartlng carriages, 
in order to cany them oft', w'hich w-as not executed without diffi¬ 
culty and time; during which, the enemy fired dowm grenades and 
mulketry, but did no mifehief. 

In the afternoon Colonel Coote fumn.oned O’Kennedy, who fent 
down one of his men to receive the letter, and anfwered it with a, 
yemperate negative; on which Colonel Coote reiolved to furpri/.c 
the lower fort. Two guides belonging to the Kellidar offered t .> 

VoL. II. 4 I 



misT/f), 



March, 



The War of Coromandel. Book XI 

Ihew the path leading up the north fide of thc-hiil, which being ex¬ 
tremely rugged and difficult, was not likely to be fufpe(!led : they 
proceeded with two companies of Sepoys at eight at night; at the 
fame time a platoon of Coote’s grenadiers, with another company of 
Sepoys, went up the fleps leading from the pettah to the back of the 
upper fort, and made a falfe attack to divert the enemy from th> 
real, which were forty minutes in gaining the fummit, when the 
foremoft got over the wall before they were difcovered. The 
enemy’s guards confifted chiefly of Sepoys, and all of them aftoniffi' 
ed by the firft fire ran away from their different ftations, and re¬ 
gained the upper fort, where Colonel O’Kennedy, ignorant of the 
numbers which had got into the lower, and perplexed by the falfe 
attack, would not rifque a faliy which might have recovered the 
I'ol's; but kept up a hot fire upon them by guefs from the defences, 
along the ridge which feparates the upper from the lower fort; but 
with no eff:(Sb, for the choultries aitd rocks rifing every where af¬ 
forded fhclter. The guides, as foon as the party was eftablifhed., 
came down with information of their fuccefs to Colonel Coote, who 
was waiting at the foot of the path, wdth the pioneer company, and' 
the Volunteers of France, provided with ladders, gabions, and faf- 
cines, and immediately proce^ued with them up tlie hill; where as 
foon as they liad joined tl *e party above, the whole proceeded acrofs 
the lower fort, to efcal.ide the fortifications along the ridge, not- 
withftanding the garriOn was prepared to receive them. The ridge 
might be afeended without clambering. I'he grenadiers carried the 
ladders; the reft followed, ready to mount, and in the mean time 
fired up againfl: the parapet; from which the fire inftantly became 
exceffively hot. 'Hio ladders that were firft applied proved too 
ftiort; it was fupjxifea they would anfwer better in other parts, to 
which they were removed, and tried with as little fuccefs. Never- 
thclefs the conteft continued half an hour; and the Sepoys behaved 
with as much eagernefs as ihe Europeans, but many dropping or 
ylifablcd, Colonel C oote ordered the aflault to ceafe. He received a 
wound in the knee ; his aid de camp, Caiitain Adams, was fhot 
through the hip ; a ferjeant of the pioneers, one of the French Vo¬ 
lunteers, 
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^-^^^iteers, and feven Sepoys, were killed; i6 Europeans and 25 Se- 
,pQy3 were wounded m tlie falle attack on tlie upper fort, two 
Sepoys were wounded, and Enfign Blakeney was killed. The next 
day, which was the 3d of the month, the fire of. the fort dimi- 
niihed confiderably, as it was fuppofed, and rightly, from fcarcity 
of ammunition. At noon, a letter came from Colonel O’Kennedy, 
requeuing a ceflation of 24 hours, to obtain Mr. Lally’s orders con¬ 
cerning the furrender; this was refuted, and foon after he fent ano¬ 
ther letter requfting the honours of war, which were likewife de¬ 
nied. Several Europeans and Sepoys W'ere killed and wounded 
through the day and night. Before noon of the next day, v/hich 
was the fifth of the attack, a brafs fix-pounder was got up the hill 
with much difficulty by Captain Barker. There were two choultries 

- in the lower fort, Handing 100 yards from the ridge and ram¬ 
part, which divide it from the upper: one of thefe choultries was 
near the wall which runs along the edge of the rock on the fide 
over the pettah ; and in this choultry the field-piece was plaittcd; 
the other was a few yards on the left, which ffieltered thofe 
whom it was not neceflary to expofe. The .defences in the up¬ 
per fort immediately oppofite to the choultries lay in a large re-en¬ 
tering angle, at the two extremities of which was a round tower, 
one on the edge of the rock overlooking the pettah, the other about 
the middle of the ridge, which from hence falls back in another zig¬ 
zag out of fight of the choultries. The gate leading into the upper fort 
was on the left of the tower in the middle of the ridge. Tlre/ield- 
piece managed by Captain Barker battered, firing upwards out of the 
choultry, agalnft the gate and the parapet of the tower, both which 
xvere ruined before niglit; but the garrifon had heaped earth at the 
back of the gate, which continued to Hop the entrance. Many of 
thofe expofed In this fervice fuffered. New fraiing-laddcrs had been 
provided; and the next morning, as the troops were preparing to ad¬ 
vance with them, the garrifon beat ‘he chamade, and iurrendeicd 
at diferetion. They were fifteen European gunners, cholen inciu 
aa Coffrees, and loc Sepoys; only one of each liad been k.lloc. 

There were in the fort 20 pieces of cannon, but not ammunition 
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either for them or the mulketry fufhcient to have flood the aflault, 
nor had the garrifbn two days provifion left. The total lofs and ca- 
fualties of the Englifh, through the attack, were four Europeans 
killed, and i j wounded, of the Sepoys 40 and 70 ; thefe troops had 
never behaved fo well; of their killed, one was the Subadhar, ecj^ui- 
valent to the Captain of a company, and two were Jemidars, th/' 
next rank of officers. The gallantry of Bulwanfing, who was the 
fenior of the whole body in camp, was rewarded with a gold medal. 
The Kellidar, for his fervices, was continued in the fort, in which 
were left a company of Sepoys, with 12 Europeans and a lieutenant. 


A large detachment of the French army had advanced as far as Ma- 
nour, within feven miles of Pennacoil, and were in motion to throw 
in a confiderable reinforcement of men and llores, at the very hour 
they heard of the arrival of the Englifh army at Tondivanum, on 
which they retreated towards Pondicherry. 

On the 7th, Colonel Coote went from the camp at Tondivanum, 
with the cavalry, black as well as Europeans, and fix companies of 
Sepoys, to difeover near the bounds of Pondicherry. Tile diftance 
to the bound-hedge was 20 miles ; and the Sepoys, after marching 
ten, wanted reft, and were left in the village of Trichimungalum. 

The French troops which had been detached to the relief of Per- 
macoil, had, on their retreat, encamped four miles to the weft of 
the town, and three from the bound-hedge. A large collecllon of 
fand-hllls, of which the whole together is called the Red-hill, riles 
about half a mile from the lea-ftiore, and a mile and half to the north 
of the town : they extend four miles to the weftward, and the laft hill, 
where they ceafe on this ftde, is called Perinibe ; acrofs from north 
to fouth they extend two miles, and have paffable dales, between; 
direflly oppofite to the fide of Perimbe, ftands the Fort of Villenore, 
a ftrong out-poft, fituated near the north bank of the river of Arian- 
copimg, which falls into the fea about 500 yards from the wall of Pon- 
dlcherry, and in its courfe from Villenore forms a curve to the fbuth. 
The Rcd-hill, on the other fide the plain, recedes to the n. e. from 
Perimbe to its end towards the lea. So that the interval between 
Villenore and Perimbe is the narroweft part of the plain between 
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the river r.nd the Red-hill, being here fcarcely more than a mile, 
whereas farther back it is three. The plain as fiir as the bound™ 
!>edge was occupied by country houfes, enclofures, avenues, and 
arable ground. The market of the French troops was in the village 
under Villenore. Temporary baiTacks for the European cavalry had 
been raifed on the hill of Perimbe. Their foot and artillery were 
difperfed in the houfes and enclofures which occupied the fpace 
between. 

Colonel Coote proceeded with the cavalry from Trichimungalum, 
not in the high road which pafleth by Valdore, but acrofs the coun¬ 
try to the left, and came in about the middle of the Red-hill, and 
palling through its dales appeared on the outward ridge between Pe¬ 
rimbe and the bound-hedge. The enemy had gained notice of his 
approach, but not of the force which accompanied him; and, ima¬ 
gining that it confifted of foot as well as horle, fufpeded likewife that) 
the main body of both might be marching to get between them and 
the bound-hedge, and impede their retreat into the limits. In this 
perfualion, all their infantry got into march witlx mucli hurry and 
confufion, to gain the avenue neareft the Red-hill, which, as. well 
as another on its right, leads to. the bound-hedge : they moved with 
all their field-pieces in front, to oppofe the fuppofed danger, whiclx - 
if real would have been the greatefi; :,but the European horfc, which 
were 250 in three fquadrons, remained on the hill of Perimbe to ob- 
ferve and proted their rear. ColonehCoote fufpeded the error,which 
occafioned the diforder he obferved in the infantry, and as fall; as 
his troops came up ordered the European horfe, which were 
only 80, with three fquadrons of the black, to advance, and keep 
the enemy’s cavalry in check, whilft he himfelf, with the main- 
body, crofled over to the avenue, in which the lafi; of their infixntry 
were entering; in whofe rear he hung, having thus feparated them 
from their cavalry, who, feeing their danger, retreated before the 
divifion advancing againft them, to gain the other fide of the. ave¬ 
nue on- the right of their .infantry,, whofe flanks were already pro- 
teded from tlie cavalry with Colonel Coote by the ditch on each: 
fide,. Colonel Coote following the infantry,, often advanced withiii; 
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1760. -40 yards, to draw their fire; but the grenadiers of Lorrain, who 

formed the rear-guard, referved it with much difcipline. At length, 
however, the foremoft troop of horlc, led by Afi’afbeg, a Jemid?^ 
of great fpirit, broke in upon a platoon, and cut down feven of them ; 
but the next troop drew up their bridles, and were afraid to follow 
the iiiipreflion, which othcrwile promifed to break the whole cc 
lumn, which recovered, and continued its way as before, until they 
had palled the bound-hedge, under the redoubt of Valdore, which 
terminates the avenue along which they w'ere marching, when the 
fire of the redoubt was left free, and Colonel Coote flopped the 
purfuit. In the mean while, the other divifion under the com¬ 
mand of Captain De Buke, had crofled over to the village of Vil- 
lenore, and routed the market-people there without refiftance, and 
the black horle with him, joined by more from the main body, 
coile(£led all worth the \vhlle they could carry off, and drove before 
them all the cattle. The whole aflembled again on the hill of Pe- 
rimbe, where they let fire to the barracks, and the carriage of an 
eighteen-pounder, for want of proper bullocks to draw it off. In the 
afternoon, the whole returned toTritchimungalum, mtendio^ to.rcft: 
the night there ; but a corporal of the dragoons delerting, they re¬ 
moved live miles farther back to Manoor; from hence Colonel Coote 
lent orders to Major Monlbn, to march the army from Tondivaaum 
againll Alamparvah. 

The next day he moved himfelf to Tallaveram, which is five miles 


from Manoor to the n. e. on the road towards Permacoil; but few 
of the black horfe accompanied him ; they were all difperfed to fe- 
cure or fell the plunder they luid got the day before. They, how¬ 
ever, came back on the 9th, and he proceeded with them from Ta- 
liaveram again to the bound-hedge of Pondicherry, and obferved very 
nearly, without annoyance. On his return, he went to Conymerej 
where he met Mr. Bully by appointment, who had been recalled on 
liis parole £0 Madrafs, in order to be fent to Europe, in .compliance 
with the earneft importunity of the Nabob, who regarded him 
as fraught with more dangerous refources than all his other ene¬ 
mies, and faid that if he became free, and commanded, he would 
7 urotra<ft 
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protradl the war ten years. On the loth Colonel Coote came to 
Alamparvah, which the army had iuvefted the day beforebut the 
wo’ind he had received at Permacoil was fo much exafperated by 
his late fatigue, that lie could not any longer ftir without danger, 
he therefore ordered Colonel Monfon to carry on the liege of Alam- 
oarvah, but iftill continued In the camp. 

The fort of Alamparvah Hands on the fea-fliore, about 20 miles 
E. N. E. of Tondivanum, 15 e. of Permacoil, and 24 to the n. of 
Pondicherry. It formeriy belonged to the Nabobs of the province; 
and was given to Mr. Dupleix by Murzafajing in 1750. It has 
many wells of good water, which is not to be found in all parts 
of the coaft fo near the lea. The fort was of Hone, fquare, of mo¬ 
derate extent, with four round towers at the angles, a parapeted 
fauflebray, and a wet ditch, but without a glacis. A pettah ex¬ 
tends along the llrand to the north, and fronts within 250 yards of 
the fort. An eight-inch howitz bombarded; and a ricochet bat¬ 
tery of two guns, to enfilade the north front from the weft, was 
began in the night, and finllhed before morning ; during which, a 
ferjeant 0/pioneers and a Sepoy %vcre killed. In the enfuing night, 
anotner battery of three eighteen-pounders was finlllied in the pet- 
tflh, to batter the tower in the wefb angle of the north face; and 
the lofs during thefe 24 hours, was Lieutenant Angus, of Coote’s 
regiment, and a grenadier killed. Both batteries opened together at 
day-light on the 12th, and in three hours difmounted moH of the 
guns, and ruined tire whole line of defence ; and in the afterUpon 
the Chevalier Viart, who commanded, lurrendered at difcretlon. 
The garrifon, befides himlelf, a Lieutenant, and a furgeon, were 
50 Europeans, and 150 Sepoys. Enuring the attack, three of 
their Europeans had been killed, and twelve wounded.. There were 
in the fort 20 pieces of cannon, a howitz, and abundance of am¬ 
munition. 

The feafon was now advancing, whe i tlie French fquadvon might 
be expeded from the Iflands. The lofs of Alamparvali deprived them 
of the only ftation under their command to the nortliward, and Ka- 
rical remained the only one they had to die foutluvard of Pondi- 
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clicrr)'; but the importance of Karical rofe with the feafon, and the 
cncrcafing dilVefles of the capital; for becoming, with the change 
-of the raonfoon, the windward ftatlon, all their veflels arrlvin.^ oi 
the coaft might get their firft intelligence here, and, if t!ie road 
were not occupied by a fuperior force, were always fure of water, 
and frefh provifions from the fort, which the foreign fettlements of , 
Negapatam and Tranquebar might, or might not fupply. The 
grain of the diftridbs, which was confiderahle, was gathered, and, 
with what might be purchafed in the plentiful country of Tanjore, 
would become a great refource to Pondicherry, continually lofing its 
own diftriets by the fuccefles of the army; for it might be con¬ 
veyed from Karical in the boats of the country, 'ivhich, favoured by 
the wind and current, would almoft make tlae palfage in a night, 
and with little rifque, even if difeovered and purfued, as they can 
keep clofe to the furf. In lhallow foundings, and along the Ihore 
fwell of the fea, where veflels of European conftrudlon feldom 
chufe to venture. The French government already repented of the 
k)fs of fuch another pofleflion in Devicotah, although not com¬ 
manding equal advantages; and had made a flirohg attempt to re¬ 
cover it. On the 24tli of February, a detachment frorr. Ctnlam- 
brum of 30 troopers, 40 European infantry, and 400 Sepoys, with 
two field-pieces, invefled the fort. On the 27th, they were joined 
by 80 Europeans andCoflrees from Pondicherry, when the whole in¬ 
trenched thcmfelves within 200 yards of the walls. Tlie breaches 
which tlieir garrilon had made when they abandoned it, were not 
completely repaired; and on the 29th in the morning, the enemy made 
an aflault on tliat which was mofl: pradicahle ; the fire laflied an hour, 
wlien thev were repulfed, with the lofs, as the ferjeant fuppofed, of 
two officers, and 20 of their Europeans and CofFrees, and more of 
fiie-ir Sepoys killed and wounded. They, hov/ever, during their flay, 
and on tlieir retreat, font and carried away a confiderahle quantity of 
grain, which had jufl been g< t up from the harveflof the diftriids. 

The Prcfidency of Madrafs now became anxious to get pofleflion 
of Karical, before the French fquadron fhould arrive on the cdafl; 
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le encamp near Pondicherry, in order to intercept all convoys of 
proyifions from the adjacent country, a body of troops fufficient for 
♦•he attack of Karical could not be fpared from the camp, without 
fruftrating the other intention. Admiral Corniih contributed to al¬ 
leviate part of the difficulty, by offering to proceed with all the 
men of war which had arrived with him, and to land their marines, 
which were about 300 ; the Prefidency provided for the reft. All the 
artillery and ftores for the fiege, with the Chief Engineer, Mr. Call, 
and a few gunners, were to be feat in the {hips from Madrafs. Co¬ 
lonel Monfon, who was to command, was to embark from Alam- 
parvah, with tlie company of pioneers, which confifted of 50 choice 
Europeans, and with Captain Barker to diredl the artillery. Captain 
Jofeph Smith, who was efcorting the Nabob from Tritchinopoly, 
was ordered to reinforce his detachment from this garrifon to the 
ftrength of 1000 Sepoys. 100 European tirelocks, 40 artillery-men, 
and fix field-pieces; with this force, he was to march away from 
wherever he might be, with all expedition ; and either inveft or lay 
before K arical, as circumftahees permitted, until the arrival of the 
{bins. Captain Richard Smith, appointed to command in Tritchi- 
nopoly after the departure of Jofeph, was to fend from thence, 
through the country of Tanjore, Lalcars for the fervlce of the artil¬ 
lery, 500 Coolies to pull and carry burthens, tents, doolies for the 
fick and wounded, and cattle for provlfions to the fquadron as well 
,as the troops on Ihore. The king of Tanjore was requefted t6 fend 
his troops, and every kind of afliftance. 

The Nabob, notwithftanding his cageruefs to appear at the head 
of an army in the Carnatic Immediately after .the viftory of Vandi- 
valh, was not ready to move from Tritchinopoly until the 18th of 
March, 40 days after he had received intelligence ot that fuccels, 
and a month after the French had abandonee tne pagodas of Sering- 
ham. Befides the detachment from the garrifon of Tritchinopoly, 
he was accompanied by 1000 hoifc, .1000 Sepoys, aiuL^ greater 
number of various Ibrts of good-for-nothinj’ infant))’, einertained by 
himielf. They arrived -at Volcor,;lah oi\ the aoth, irora whence he 
was follcitous to proceed towards Ai'cot: but Chaplain Jof<?|,)h Smith, 
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in conformity to the orders of the prefidency, wiftied to lead him 
towards Pondicherry. This difference of opinion kept them feme 
days at Volcondah, and as a reconciliation, by which fome fe>';icx; 
might be obtained from the Nabob’s troops, Captain Smith confented 
to march againft Thiagar, which would bring them nearer Arcof, 
without being removed farther from Pondicherry. But the prefi¬ 
dency, at the fame time that they fent orders to Captain Smith to 
march away with his detachment to Karical, enjoined the Na¬ 
bob to keep with his own troops in the country to the s. of 
Gingee, between Volcondah and Chillambarum, and to employ 
them in reducing thefe diftrias, and efpecially in preventing any 
fupplies of provifions from being conveyed out of them to Pondi¬ 
cherry, from whence he would have ‘nothing to fear, as the Englifh 
army would be advanced and lying between. 

The number of manned Malfoolas at Madrafs, which are the only 
boats that can ply the furf, were not fufficient to carry off the 
ammunition and fbres intended for the fiege as faft as th-. men of 
war could have taken them in ; and during this delay, the f almouth 
of 60 guns was Cent forward to take in Major Monfon s 
Alamparvah, whjlfl: the other fliips were lading at Madrafs: and on 
the 15th Colonel Coote, continuing much difordered with his wound, 
came in from the camp to adjufl with the Prefidency the prize- 
money accruing to the army from their late fuccefies. 

The Falmouth, flanding into the road of Alamparvah on the i 6th 
in the morning, discovered a fhip at anchor clofe in fhore, about 
two leagues to the northward of Pondicherry, and bore down to 
her with an eafy fail, under French colours; but the ftranger cut 
her cable, and ran afhore into tlie furf, which being boifterous, 
ilie immediately bilged, and all but three of the crew got afhore. 
The boats of the Falmouth, finding it impoffible to get the fhip off, 
fet tire to her. She was the Ikarlem, which had been difpatched by 
Mr. Moracin from tjhnjam to Mergui In the month of June, and 
was returning with rice and other provifions for Pondicherry, and 
hadlikewife tutenague and other merchandize on board, none of 
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which coaild be recovered j but the lofs of the provifions was_ by far 
the greateft detriment to the enemy, 

r.fajor Monfon, with the pioneers and their equipments, embarked 
in the Falmouth from Alamparvah on the 25th ; they anchored in 
the road of Karical at day-break on the aStb, when the Captain of 
the Falmouth, Mathifon, went in his boat with Major Mv:>nfon to 
reconnoitre the Ihore. They difcovered no figns, either of the peo¬ 
ple expefted from Richard Smith at Tritchinopoly, or the detach¬ 
ment with Captain Jofeph ; whofe inflructions had not reached them 
. in time to be as yet fulfilled. At eight o’clock, the fquadron, which 
had likewife failed from Madrafs on the 25th, appeared. Major 
Monfon went on board Mr. Cornifh’s fhip, and it was agreed, not- 
tvitliftaiiding- they were entirely igitorant of the place, and difap- 
pointed of the troops they expected to meet, to make the landing 
immediately. Fifteen maflbolas accompanied the fhips; they took in 
170 of the troops, befrdes the Macoas, who are the black fellows that 
row them; thefe formed the firfl: divilioh, and were toWed to the 
lurfby th; yawls and pinnaces of the fliipS, which, befides their 
rowers. *ook as many foldiers as they could cany', who formed the 
fecond divinon : all thefe fleered for the fliorc, five miles to the north 
of the fort. The third divilion of the troops embarked in the long¬ 
boats, which were rigged with fails, and proceeded clnfc to the furl', 
oppofite to the fort, and the mouth of a river which leads to it, 
where they were to appear as if intending to laud by puflting over 
the bar of the river, which was not impracllcable. 

A fmall fnow and a floop, which drew little water, and mounted 
guns, anchored asclofe as they could oppofite to a village Imlf-way 
between the real laiwling and the long-boats. As foOn as the yawls 
and pinnaces reached the furf, they'dropped their gra|iiings, ami call 
clf the maflbolas, which immediately rowed alhore, and landed the 
troops in tliem; then returned, and landed the fecond divilion out 
of tlte ©fhci boats, when a fignal was flung out, on which the 
Icng-l'rtaats came down, failing fufl: with the wind and current, and 
tpxips in them were likewife* landed all together by the 
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the \yh(jle without the appearance of any oppofition intended by*- 
the garrllbn. As foon as all were on fhore, they advanced to the 
village oppofite to which the two Imttll veflels were at anchor. ..nr, 
received by catamarans two’ four-pounders, which belonged to the 
floop, and were mounted on fliip-cariiages; for the reliance on the 
field-pieces expebfed with Jofeph Smith had prev^ented any fiom be¬ 
ing embarked at Madrafs. They paffed the night in the village 
without alarm; and early in the morning moved on to take poffef- 
fion of the pettah of Karical, which lay on .the north fide of the 
fort. It was a fpacious town, feparated from the fort by an efpla- 
nade of lOo yards ; regular works had been traced round the other 
three fides, which on the weft had been raifed to four feet above the 
ground, but the baftion In the north-weft angle was completed, and 
converted into a clofed redoubt, which mounted nine guns, and had 
a good ditch all round, and a draw-bridge; it was called Fort Dau¬ 
phin : the reft of the north line was open, as was the fide to the 
eaft. The troops advancing from the north, without a guide or 
intelligence, fell turder fire of Fort Dauphin, by which two men 
were killed, and two wounded, before the whole line ;;ot under 
fhelter of the buildings in the pettah ; which they entered without 
meeting any interruption in the ftreets. They took poll in. the 
church-yard, which lay about 200 yards from the eaft fide of the 
pettah, and about the lame diftance from' the line of-houfes fronts 
ing the fort. They found about them plenty of provifions, as well 
in the houfes of the natives, as of the French inhabit;mts. 

The fort of Karical ftands 300 yards from the fea-fhore: a river 
coming from the wfeft ftrikes when oppofite to the weft fide of the 
fort in a cui*ve to the fouth, which continues until oppofite to the 
eaft fide at the diftance of 500 yards, when the channel turning 
again dlrcdtly to the eaft, in a 100 yards more difembogues into 
the fea. The fort was an oblong fquare, completely fortified, but 
had the greateft of defefts, the want of fpace : for its internal area, 
exclufive of the four baftions, was no more than 100 yards from w. 
to E. and only 50 from n. tos. The baftions admitted only three 
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guns in their feces, but each of the four curtains was covered by a 
ravelin much more fpacious than the baftions, and mounting fix. A 
ditch ran between the three curtains to the N. w. and s. and theii* 
ravelins; but on the eaft face the ditch furrounded the ravelin like- 
, wife, and dry ground occupied the fpace between the rear of this 
ra-velin and the eaft curtain, continuing round the two baftions iii 
an excellent feuflebray, from the interior angles of which the ravelin 
projeflcd. A covered way well palifaded, and a complete glacis, fur- 
rounded the whole, neverthelefs the exterior extent, meafuring acrofs 
from the foot:of the glacis, was in-the longeft direftion, that from 
E, to w. not more than 200 yards; and the pettah outftretched this 
face 200 yards on either hand. The gatrifon had lately deftroyed 
the line of buildings in the pettah, which ikirted the elplanade, 

, and had been fulTcred to rife within 60 yards of the toot of the 
^acis; but this demolition added only a fpace of 40 yards to the 
efplanade, ajid that not clear; for the rubbilh not being yet re¬ 
moved ftill afibrded fome ftiel ter. 

As foon as the Englifti troops had taken poftejfion of the pettah, 
Mr with the pioneers, marched,, and took pofteftion of a fa- 

luting-batiery, which lay neat the mouth of the river, w'hcre was 
likewife the flag-ftaff for the road. The fort fired fiercely as they 
were pafling, but did no harm ; and in the night the pioneers be¬ 
gan to conftrucl: a battery near the river on the efplanade, which 
was clear quite up to where the river changes from the curve it has 
made, and ftrlkes ftreight to the fea: they were not interrupred in 
their work; neither did the troops in the pettah receive any alarm 
from the garrifon. The next evening a ten-inch mortar was lauded, 
and at ten at night began to'bombard Fort Dauphin. The runp.e 
was exaiftly gained at the firft (hell, and only thirteen wete fited 
before the guard, confdfing of 50 men, abandoned it ; and, know¬ 
ing ways of which the EnglKh troops were not apprized, gained tlic 
fort without interruption. About the feme time, twelve gunncit; 
feht from.Pondichcry, who hacflAnded at Tianquebar, go.! into li.o 
fort, notwithftanding a company of marines were lookii;g our to. 
tlxem, who kept too. far from the fea-ftiore, whllft the gutmto 
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veiled along the beach until they came to the river, when they con¬ 
tinued under the bank unpercelved by the pioneers employed in con- 
ftru<rHng the battery. 

The cover afFoidetl by the pettah determined the attack to be 
carried on againft the north face of the fort; and the greater extent 
of the efplanade to the caft, which is 500 yards (whereas to Ixte 
. weft it is interrupted' by the curve of the river at 300) gave the pre¬ 
ference of the enfilade from the eaft, which of confequence deter¬ 
mined the breach to be in the north-eaft baftion, and on its nortli 
face. Accordingly, three batteries were marked out m the pettah, 

. one to breach, and one on each hand to take off the defences: in 
the battery to the Cxift, two of the guns enfiladed the north line 
In its whole length, and the other .two plunged into the oppofite 
ravelin, and acrofs into the ravelin on tljy fouth : fo that every part 
of the fort would be laid under fire. Sailors were landed with the 
heavy artillery from the ftiips, and aflifted in drawing them, and m 
the other fervices ufually allotted to bullocks and coolies ; for all the 
neighbouring villages were deferted, and fupplied neither man nor 
hcaft; and no tidings arrived of the Captain Jofepli Smith s ueta^u- 
mciit, nor of tiie affiftance expeaed from the garrifon of Tritchl- 
nopoly; and the king of Tanjore avoided all correlpondence with the 

arraameivt. 

Captain Joftph Smith received the orders of the prefidency on the 
• -rh, the chy he was fetting out with the Nabob from Vokohdah, 
;i^ainft I'inagar ; Ite iuimediatGly turned his inarch fo Karical; and 
tiie Nabob, unwilling to remain wltli only his owni troops in the 
iniddie of the C arnatic, determined to march with the detachment. 
The neareftroi'd leading from Voicondah towards Karical falls upon 
t!,e Coieroon, 30 miles n. N. w. of the city of Tanjore. Having 
crofted the river, which is there fpacious, you continue fo tomba- 
conum which toiuls five n.lles farther, on the hank of the firft arm 
r f the Caveri • and beyond this is another arm to crofs, before J-Ou 
join the toad ’leading 'eaft to the fea-(hore : much of the ground 
between the rivers is funk in marfiies, and the better ground is over- 

ftowedin ricc-Selds, without any continued road, wh';h greatly re- 
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\ard the paflage of carriages ; aud the way between Volcondah and 
Karieal being lao miles, the march can fcarcely be performed in 
’lefs than ten days; but Captain Smith had received his orders to 
advance only four days before the armament anchored at Karical, 
whofe ignorance of the impoffibility of his appearance aggravated 
their anxiety concerning the arrival of the French fquadron, which 
•intelligence, artfully inculcated from Pondicherry, led them to expert 
■from day to day when all the marines and failors ,muft have been 
•reimbarked, and Major Monlbn would ha\'’e been left with only 
6o Europeans, and without a field-piece. 

However, thefe apprehenfions only encreafed their a.(ftivity in 
pulhing the attack. The ten-inch mortar, ■w'hicli .had been employed 
•: againft Fort Dauphin, was removed on the 31 ft, and threw ihells 
all night. The garrifon returned round and grape froin their cannon, 
and even ufed their mulketry, although all they fired at was luider 
cover, or out of reach : this early profufion of ammunition is larely 
followed by vigorous defence at extremity. Ll^tlie morning of the 
lit of April the two embraftires on the right of the enfilading bat¬ 
tery to the eaft were opened. The paflage into the covered way lay 
oppofite to this battery, leading through the glacis on the left ..ate 
of its angle projeding to the eaft, and the ganifon had lain ^a low 
of W'cod and palmiras in front of the barrier gate, wliich clofed this 
paflage at the foot of the glacis, in order to conftriid a battery them 
with thefe materials. The ten-inch mortar fometimes threw caicaflcs 
of fire-balls to fet them ivfire, but without eftca; aud two royals^ pf 
which the fliells are 5 inches and 5 twelfths diameter, continu% 
bombarded the fort. In tlie morning of the 2d, the otl^w' two 
embrafures were opened in the enfilading battery. At ten u clock, 
arrived Captain Richard Smith ftom Tritchinopoly with Lalcnrs, 
oxen, coolies, and ftores; and the- Nabob came up liKewhe wuh i<>oo 
horfe and fix companies ot Sepoywhom Laptmn Jolopb ^ ^ 
fent forward, as the rains and tic badnels of the roads retarded the 
carriages and baggage of his detachment, with which he remainet to 
bring them on. This rcinforcemCat aflbrded troops iuffiaent to 
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Inveft the'fort all round. la this day the enemy’s fire was ex- 
ceffive, and difmounted one of the guns at the enfilading battery,' 
and endamaged all its embrafures ; but all were reftored during the 
night, and the fame number of guns began to fire again the next 
morning, which was the 3d of the mouth. At eight o’clock of 
this day. Captain Jofeph Smith came up with the reft of his detach¬ 
ment, which were 130 European mulketry, thirty artillery-meii, two 
field-pieces, and five companies of Sepoys. The enemy during the 
night finifhed two embrafures in one face of their battery at the 
barrier, which pointed againft the enfilading battery; and traces ap¬ 
peared of another face to tlie north, which feemed intended to fcowr 
the oppofite ftreet of the-pettah, acrofs which the attack had thrown 
up a flight retrenchment. 

Early the next morning, the breaching battery in the centre 
■ftreet opened with three twenty-four pounders againft the n. face 
of the N.E. baftion, at the diftance of 150 yards, and was fo well 
fcrved by Captain Barker, who attended it, that in three rounds 
the enemy quitted the three guns in the face attacked, and in left 
than an hour all the merlons were beat down; the other face had 
before been much fliattered by the enfilading battery, which had 
■'iikewife nearly ruined the north f.ice of the eaft ravelin: fo that 
neither of the batteries had occafion to tire more than a fliot now and 
tlien through the reft of the day. Sepoys were^pofted in the ruins 
of tile houfes, who kept up a conftant fire through the night on the 
baftion and ravelin, to prevent the enemy from placing fand-bags 
to repair them. By the next morning, which was the 5th of the 
month, and the loth fince the landing, a battery, intended todeftroy 
the eaft face of the north ravelin, was almoft completed, and the 
other againft the N.w. baftion quite finifhed ; but the guns for 
neither were yet landed from the Alps. Intelligence was received, 
tliat a dctaciiiiient of 450 infantry, and 150 European horfe, were 
riv<Ht at Clnllambarum from Pondicherry, Intending to advance and 
Inteiruj-t the liege. The breach, th.ough broad, could not be mounted 
%virhoiit claiijbering, and .tl\e irrimediate acceft to, it was ftill de¬ 
fended by the ditch, to which the befiegers had not yet approached. 
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and by tho parapet of the faufle-bray, which remained undaimged : , 
but tlic gate of the barrier leading through the glacis to the eaft 
ravelin, had been beaten down by ricochet {hot flying over the bat¬ 
tery, which the enemy had raifed before it. The bafcul, or carpentry, 
which raifed and let down the draw-bridge before the N. f. fl\ce of 
the eaft ravelin, had likewlfe been {hot away,, and the bridge iallen 


into its place, and the garrlfon had not yet deftroyed it to interrupt 
the paflage, which thus remained clear to the ravelin. The gateway 
leading through the curtain into the fort was at the back of this 
ravelin ; and the fame fire had deftroyed the gates which ciofed it, 
nor had any thing been fubftituted to ftop the paflage; to that, if 
the ftorm had been immediately and defperatcly attempted this way, 
the enemy had nothing to oppofe it, but the arms in their hands. 

. All thefe circumftances Major Monfon did not know ; but tlu: com¬ 
mandant of the fort feared, and anfwered the fummons by requcftlng 
to march away with the honours of war : to which Monion re¬ 
plied, that the whole garrifon muft become prlfoners oi war ; but 
that the inhabitants {houldbe left in pofleflion of their houlcs in (he 
pettah, the officers have their baggage, and the Se^xiys might go. 
where they pleafed. The terms were acceptixl; and the iMigliih 
troops marched in at two in the afternoon- T. he g.iinfiin conlillcd 
of Ii5 Europeans, of whom loi were military, 72 Topafles, and. 
2 'o Sepoys. Befides fmalJer arms and ftores, there were in the 
place 155 pieces of cannon of all forts, and nine mortar:;, wlih a 
large flock of immimition for both. Only five men were killed in 
the defence, and in the attack only tlaree Europeans, one of whom 
was a failor, and five wounded. Never perhap.s \vas io^ groat an , 
armament prepared, to fuceeed with lb little lofs, excepting when • 
Delabourdonnais took Madrals In 1746. 

Neverthelefa, the capture Wds well worth the exertion : as befides 
the advantages of its iituatiOn with refpCift to the lea, it nflorded 
the French a conftant and certain inlet to the territora.s ot I r.njore, , 
and by vaiimis purchafes and ceffions from the govcrmwur they 
bad acquired difti-ifls round the fort, containing 113 villagi S, 'ol 
which the farms, with the cuftoms of the port and town, liever 

Vot. IL 4 L 


1760 

April 


MINlSr/f^ 



iL 


I’liE Wak of Coromandel. Book Xl 

■pi'o.luccJ lelk than jo,ooo pagoJa.i a yeas', fuftlcient for the expeiiCC 
of the p'anifoii. A3 tlie foJ't was too fmall, all the European inha- 
i/ftants had their houlhs in the pettnh, which were well built, as' 
were many of thofe belonging to the natives, and room was left and 
marked for-more to both. The Nabob derived no advantage by this 
fucccli, beyond the detriment it occalioned to his enemies; fo'--a . 
member of the council of Madrafs had been fent in the fquadi on, to 
negotiate with Tanjore for the I'edcmptlon of the dillTicls. 

'I'he aldl-nce of Colonel Coote and Major Monfbn liad left the 
main army to the command of Major Robert Gordon, wlio moved 
. with it from Alamparvah on the 28th of March, and on the ill of 
.^p^iI encamped at Killcnorc, from whence he feat forward a detach- 
nicttt of oblervation, to take poll at Manoor, withiii live miles of 
Vaklojc. The Eveep of Country to the wellward of Killfenore as 
far as Viilaporum, which lies 20 miles due well of Pondicherry, 
abcnindd in cattle, and is as fertile as any part of the Carnatic, and 
remained at this ti/nc, as tlie French territory became every day 
more circximfcrlbcd, tlicir lall rcfourcc for provifions. iUl the coun- 
trii. s, which had been reduced to the fouth of Chittapett and Vandi- 
vnlh .as far as Permncoil, liad been let by the Prelidcncy of Madrafs 
to a Malabar, named Ramalinga, wlio accom])anied the army ready 
to rent more, and kept leveral companies of irregular Sepoys' with 
him, to j)Iace as guards in new diRricls, as reduced. By his advice, 
Major Goi'do)! relolvtd to fend a detachment againll Viilaporum. 
Tiic dUlancc w"as 35 miles, and the way lay between the garrilbn 
of (Jingec on one hand, and of Valdore on the other. The detach¬ 
ment conlilled of 200 black horfc, and five companies of Sepoys, 
under the command of captain Wood, and tire renter accompanied 
with lii.s pc-aplc. 7 ‘hey marched from KiJlenore on the 3d of April, 
a little after fun-kt, and, pnfhng througli \hcravaiKli, c.iptaln Wood, 
with, the liorfi*, anived before Villappinm at ten the next morning, 
but tlie Sepoys did not come up until two in the afternoon. TJie 
!x.Ti intelligence timt could be obtained,- r<:]iorted, that there were 
300 Sepoys and 400 I^oric in tlie place; and at tlx, as fix'!! as the 
fj. jHiys were rdfeihed, Wood led tliem to tlie attacky which could 
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only be made by fcrambliag up the wall, as they had no ladclers- 
Eiglit or ten got up to the parapet, but three or four mounting at 
the himc time were killed, which deterred thofe who were next from 
following, and flung the vdiole into confufion, on which the enemy 
Tallied, but the horlc rode in between, and drove them back. The 
S’poy^ rallied again in the pettah, and were preparing ladders to 
eTcalade 1 )efore day-break ; hut at eight o’clock at night the garriibn 
abandoned the fort. Captain Wood placed three of the regular 
companies of Sepoys, and zoo of the renters, to garrifon it, under 
the command of anEnflgn ; and at ten at night let out on his return 
with the cavalry and the other company of Sepoys. Thc}- arrived 
at one in the morning at Vicrivandi, wliere he left this company, 
and, proceeding, rejoined the camp a little after fun-rife with the 
cavalry, avhich .accomplidled this march of 6o miles in 36 lioius. 

Since the retreat of th.., French army, their countries to the wed' 
ward of Vlllaporum and Gingec, and the forts intended to protcbl 
them, had, like this, been left to the defence of fuch troops as the 
renters cholc to levy and maintain ; and in the md of March, 
Captain Ai'rey, who comnianded in Chittapett, and from thence over 
Trinomaly, fent a detachment of Sepoys to enable the gaiTlfon there 
to take tlie field, which in a few days drove the guards out of 
Soolabg-ur, I'ricalour, and Trivaneloor: tlieic three forts hnd been 
taken pofleflion of by Mahomed Iflbof aiul Kidnarow of Thlagar, 
whilfl: they were ravaging the countries adjacent to them dminc: 
the fiege of Madrafs. Soolabgur is fituate^ on a hill 15 miles s.s.wa 
and-Tricolour on the plain 20 miles s. of Trinomah': Trl\ fclnnoor 
dands 10 miles s. e. of Tricaloor, and 20 s. w. of Villapornm. 'The 
French garrifon of Gingee on the oiie fide, and of Thiagar on rhe 
other, were the neared to protetl thelc lefl’cr tvats; biii; both wore 
too aiucli alarmed for their own fafety, to rilk any ikHachincnrs 
abroad ; the one by the Nabob’s camp then at VoK ojulah, rlic other 
by the F.ngiilh army at KHienore. ICidi-arow, aft r tlio !< <•; of 
I'hiagar in the precediiig month of jinio, had rrmaltcd with th.e 
Nabob afTrltchinopoly, and, after the va.dory of Vandivafh, offtaini..] 
Jus permidlon to a6: as a free-booter in the Fret;ch dil’ 
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which he accompanied the Nabob to Volcondah, and front thence 
trooped awav' to the country about Cl)ihnilran.uai,; where they were 
carrying on uU kind or ravage, at tlie time that Captaui Wood 
marched and took Villaperum. 

Colonel Cootc recovered of his wound, rejoined the army at Kille- 
norc on the 7th ; and the next day, after reconnoitring Valdore, lent 
off 3 50 of the black horfe, to join Kiffnarow in the country about Chi- 
lambarum; fo that a chain of troops, or pods, was now eftablilhed, 
which encircled Pondicherry in a fvveep of 70 miles, from that place 
to Allamparvah. On the roth, a large number of Sepoys were feen 
•mja-ching into Valdore from the Gingce road : they were what remain¬ 
ed of the body commanded by Zulphacarjung, who, when driven out 
of the pettah of Arcot by captain Wood, continued,, tmtil this fort 
was taken, at the back of Vclore, encouraged for fear of accidents by 
Mortizally. From Velore he marched to Gingee ; 'and Mr, Lally, 
yielding to the reprefentation of Mr. Deleyiit, and the general dif- 
•comageraent, reprefled his prejudices againft thefe troops, and re¬ 
called them to act again with the European force. Zulpharcarjung, 
icft a part of his Sepoys to reinforce Valdore, and marched on with 
■ the red into Pondicherry. 

Tlie next day Colonel Coote advanced the army to Manoor, and 
lent forward Major Robert Gordon, witli a large detachment, to 
take pofi'elTion of the pettah under the fort of Valdore; the day 
after, wliich was the 12th, he brought .up the red of the army, and 
encampcfl at Cartaricopum, a village about a mile to the cad, nearer 
Pondicherry. In tlic night, two batteries were commenced, and 
(hells thrown, which the garrifon anfwered by (hot, and both were 
employed without -n-fehief. The next day all tlie cavalry, not on 
duty, were detached, under the command of a Lieutenant, to re¬ 
connoitre : and proceeded to the luther end of the Red-hill. The 
French cavalry with (bmo platoons of infantry advanced towards 
them, and made fome evolutions as intending to fall on their flanks, 
which the Englidi cavalry prevented by contrary motions, and re¬ 
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hcul perceived at a dllV.ince a large cloud of 
dull:, as of troops with cannon, advancing from Pondicl’eriy. 

The fort of Valdore {lands nine miles n. N. w. of Poiulicl'.(;r!y. 
Its form is an exadl parallelogram, Iquaring with the compafs; and 
extending 300 yards from E. to w. and 210 from n. to «. It is litu- 
at-. ' '>■’ a plain, and its original fortilications, like the generality of 
the foii:<? in the country, w'cre a rampart w'ith towers, a fauflc-hray, 
and a ditch. Mr," Dupleix, had railed a glacis on the uorth-lide, 
and had converted the center tower on this lide, and that in the s. w. 
angle, into baflions with faces and ilanks; hut the pettah, which 
is to the weft, remained within 150 yards of the wallfo that the 
vicinity of Pondicherry was its bell defence. In the monring of the 
14th, one of the batteries opened; it fronted and battered the tower 
in the north-weft angle with one gun, and with the other took oiT 
the defences of the next tow^r in the weft wall. , 

The duft feen the day before was from a body of troops marcliing 
to encamp under Villenore. The intellig’cncc of the prefent day laid 
they were the whole army, and that Mr. Lally intended to attack 
the Englifh camp by furprize in the enfuing night, which oetcr- 
miiied Colonel Coote to reconnoitre them himlclf w'hen the fua 
abated in the afternoon. All the cavalry in two dividons, each ac¬ 
companied by five companies of Sepoys, marclicd with him. When 
arrived at the Red-hill, oppofite to Villenore, he proceeded ^long 
the foot of it with one of the divifions, and lent the other acrofs 
the plain, to examine the enemy’s out-pofts on that fide, whilft his 
owm divifion came oppofite to a body of Europeans, with two field- 
pieces drawn up in the high road neareft the hill, leading to the 
bound-hedge. They cannonaded, but at too great a diftance; and 
Colonel Coote continued under the fide of the hill until dark, in 
order to perfuade the enemy that he intended to patrole the field all 
night; but returned foon after to the camp. Fi\e or lix Sepoys 
and a horfe were killed in this (crvlce. In the fiege, one ot the guns 
in the battery was ruired by the fire of the fort. Sheik' continued 

through the night, and the next.morning, which was tbt 15th, the 

other 
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otlier battery was completed and opened. It faced the tower in the 
and the fire from both continued through the day as 


s. w 


angle, 


hot as it could be fafely kept up. The whole of the Frencli troops 
had aflembled at Villenore during the night, and pulhed on, ad¬ 
vanced polls, which, in the morning, began to Ikirmilh with thofe 
of the camp ; where all, excepting the men at tlie batterie:. ■"'•jrc 
kept in rcadimfs to turn out the line, but the enemy’s mahi body 
dhi not adv.ance. Intelligence was repeated of their intentions to 
attack tlic canip this night, as the night before ; on which Colonel 
• Coote ftruck all the tents at funfet, as if he meant to change his 
ground, but j;'.r-rhcd them again in the fame place after dark ; but 
half the troops lay on their arms Until day-light. Thfe how^t^ con¬ 
tinued tl'.rough the night, and in the morning the batteries, which 
had been much impaired, renewed their fire as violently as the day 
before. I'he Ikivmiflies likei'.ifc recommenced between the out- 
ruards of both armies. At tn o in the afternoon, both breaches ap¬ 
peared pradlcabli:; and a delcrttr, who at this hour efcaped from the 
fort, reported, that the garrifon had nearly expended all their am¬ 
munition, and were inclined, if not immediately relieved, to fur- 
render ; on which Colonel Coote ordered Major Gordon, who com¬ 
manded the attack, to fummons the commandant at four o’clock, at 
which hour lie Ihould proceed himfcif witli tlie main body from the 
camp, and olfcr battle to the enemy’s ; which if they avoided, and 
the garrifeii rufxifed to liirrcnder. Major Gonlon was to ftorm the 
breaches, ai<d Colonel Coote would fend afliftance; but, if the 
cnemv's army came to an engagement, Gordon was to march from 
the batteries with bis divifion, and form the third line in the order 
of battle. Accordingly the main body advanced a mile and a lialf 
from the camjn and halted in light of the enemy, who only lent 
forward their European cavalry and lome Sepoys, which were met by 
parties of the Englilli cavklry, European and black, fupported likewife 
l>y Sepoys, and feme were wounded on both hdes by fire-arms, but no 
charges made band to hand. At fix o’clock. Colonel Coote received 
word, that the garrifon of VaUlorc had corifented to furrendcr without 
terms tfe' next ajorning, and had given up the outer gate, on which 

he 
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io^'ctiimed \%lth the line to the camp. The gai nion confiUcd of a 
captain, a lieutenant, 'So other Europeans, and 280 Sepoys ; they 
had loft only two men killed, and three wounded ; and the En,g!jl!i 
not more. There were in the fort 25 pieces of cannon, and Ionic 
paddy. Colonel Cootc, as foon as he had taken poflefiion, detached^ 
200 of the black hoile, with 300 Sepoys, under the command ot 
Aiiiitb-g, to take Trivadi, in which were forne Sepys that pro- 
tefted the diftrict, and gathered the produce for the French govern¬ 
Of the French prifoners which had been taken in the late luccclics, 
the Prefidency of Madrafs had inlifted 60 of thofe confined there, 
ana font them* to the camp. Thefe men, as foon as they came 
before Valdore, fo near their own army and their capital, delertcd 
dally, and 40 of them w'ere gone before the place^ was reduced ; 
fome of the company of French Volunteers likewife went off, al- 
thouo-h they had hitherto behaved with as much fplrlt as if lighting 
imder, infteadof againft, their own colours. But as foon as Valdoic 
tell, new deferters began to come over tV im the enemy, three, four, 
and’ live in a day : nevcrtlielefs all that remained of tliofc lent trom 
Madrafs were, returned thither to be conluied again, fof the perl, ' 

of their comrades^ . ' . 

On the 19th, Colonel Coote wait out again in the atternoon, 

with the cavalry, and fix companies of Sopoys, to reconnoitre on 
the Red-hlli; the Frcncli cavalry, fupported likewile by lome Sc- 
novs came out, and advanced along the ncareft avenue, but only 
the Sepoys on either fide engaged, and that with dlftant firing, until 
four field-pieces came up from Villenore, on which Colonel Coote 
returned to the camp. Two of his black horfenien ^^cre killed, and 

the horfe of a trooper, with five Sepoys, wounded. 

During thefe operations of the mam army, CoIoik.I was 

adv.nchu.wlth Ifis divlfion tVom Karlcal. The French pnloncrs 
taken thiirc were feut to Trltchmopo.y, under the cleoit ot two 
companies of Sepovs, and of 60 of the Europeans, who had been 

, ^ r._nn this fcrvicc *, two other ot thefe com- 
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in Karical. Captain Jofeph Smith, with the reft of his command 
from'Trltchinopoly, of which 30 were artillery men, remained, as 
did half the marines from the fqnadron ; the other half, with all 
the battering artillery, were re-cmbnrked. The Nabob with his 
troops, likewife accompanied Major Monfon. They moved on the 
loth of April, and continued by the road along the fea-ftioiv, unt’.l 
they came to the mouths of the Coleroon near Devicotah, whe*: they 
ftruck to the weft, and pafted the river in its fmglc channel, oppo- 
lite to the pagoda of Chilambarum. At the pafl'age, they were 
joined by Klftnarow, with his party of horfe, who a few days be¬ 
fore had Intercepted two companies of Sepoys, cfcorting three tum¬ 
brils of ammunition to Chilambarum, which he took, having ’'’iled 
aiid difperfed all the Sepoys, and gathered up their arms. Major 
Monfon lummoned this place on the 19th) and on refufal, two 
eighteen-pounders were difembarked from the fquadron, which was 
at anchor off the bar of Devicotah. They were brought on cata¬ 
marans up the Coleroon, and ioined the camp the next day. The 
flender walls of the pagoda would not have refifted a fingle ftiot, 
and, althoi’.gji the French had projefted redoubts at the four angles, 
a-’ l one In the middle of the north, and another of the fouth wall; 
theft works had only been carried up a little way In earth, and 
could onlv ferve for cannon fired In barbette; ftaffoldings had been 
erefted for mulketry, and there w^as a gun In each of the towers at 
the angies. In the twilight of the evening, the garrifon perceived 
the artillery-men of the camp bringing faftines to the Ipot where 
the battery was intended, and miftook the faftines for fcaling-lad- 
ders; on whi' h the officers lield a confultatlon, which did not re- 
folve until midnight; when the canq>, to their great furprize, faw 
a number of torches held out together upon the wall, and dlftoyered 
ffa ongft iherr a Wlftc flag, whicli the torches were illuminatingi 
1 jie 'giial c.f f 'l ronder was accepted ; fome troops advanced to the 
c-.U ■, and were admitted on tne promlle of good treatment to the 
gari U'r. ; confifted of eight officers, and 40 other Europeans, 

rb.c next day, the marines w ere ftnt to Devicotah, to be rc-embarked 
on the ft]uadron; and Kiftnarov/, with his horft, was detached to 
I deftroy 
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deftroy the French diftridts about Cuddalore. This way lay the 
neareft road to Valdore; but Major Monfon, imagining that Mr. 
Lally might poll a force at Cuddalore to interrupt the march of his 
own, which was not ftrong in Europeans, if they Ihould take this 
mute; and, being unwilling to expofe the perfon of the Nabob to 
any '^mger, refolved to turn inland, and attack Verdachelum; from 
whenc>- he might proceed to Valdore, keeping the main body of the 
army between his own divifion and Pondicherry. 

Tlie enemy kept only Sepoys in their ftation at Trivadi, who 
abandoned it on the approach of Affafbeg’s detachment, although 
they rime without cannon. Encouraged by this ealy fuccefs, Aflafbcg 
proceeded towards Cuddalore, where the fame panic had prevailed, 
and no troops remained to oppofe his entrance; but the town was 
not entirely deferted by the inhabitants. This ftation was of 
much utility, as the road was in fight, and at this fcafon to wind¬ 
ward of Pondicherry: two companies of Sepoys w'ere pofted in 
the town; the houfes of the faftbry wc. *^ prepared to ferve as an hof- 
pital to the fquadron ; bullocks were fent oiT tc fjpp’y the (hips w ith 
frelh provifions; and the few boatmen remaining in the town re¬ 
ceived encouragement to colleft more of their own craft from dif¬ 
ferent parts of the coaft. On the 25rh Rear-admiral Cornifti an¬ 
chored in the road, w'ith the fix men of war from Karical, and on 
the 29th was ioined by Admiral Stevens, with ftHir more from. Bom¬ 
bay : they were part of the nine, which compeftd hlr. Pococke’s 
fquadron in the preceding year, tw'o of wlf«ch tvere arrived before 
with Mr. Cornifti. Of the three others, the Saliftniry was not com¬ 


pletely repaired, and the Cuniberliuid had not cntcied the dock 
when Mr. Stevens failed; the Yarmouth remained, in confo- 


quence of orders from the admiralty, to convey Mr. Pocoeke to 
England, from whence he had been ablent live years. r\ll the pre- 
lideiicies followed him ivith tlu; moft grateful acknowledgements of 
the eminent fervices he had rendered the nation during luu conti¬ 
nuance and command m the feas of India, wliicli he conipletcd, b) 
efcorting fafely from St. Helena, in the heat of the war, 13 ffd ' 
company’s flups returning from their fcttleraents, whicli afrn ed in 
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the Oftober following, and were the rlcheft fleet that 

had ever entered the Thames at one time, 

armies had continued -in their refpedlive encampments, 
their advanced guards in full fight, and continually alarming one 
another; and on the 37th at day-break, the French cavalry, ^ with. 
50 of their infantry, attacked a pofl: of Sepoys and black ^orfe, 
killed fix or feven of each, and wounded more; and loft themfelves 
two hufliirs killed, and their officer, with fevcral wounded. 

Nothing of conlc(|uence pafled for feveral days after, and in the 
night between the firft and fccond of May, the whole French army 
decamped from Perimbe, and retreated clofe to the bound -1 edge, 
lejfving onlv an advanced poft with two guns about half a mik m 
front of the main body. Colonel Coote went in the afternoon, 
with his ufual efcorte of horfe and Sepoys, to reconnoitre their po- 
fition, and, advancing too near, feveral of l:is Sepoys were killed by 
the fire of the cannon from the advanced poft. 

Major Monfon wnth his d*'.mon, and the Nabob with his 
troops, arrived before Vcrdaihelum on the 26th. This place ftands 
60 miles N. N. w. of Chillambrum, and 60 s. w. from Valdore. It 
is extenfivc, and was originally a pagoda, and although converted 
into a fort by the addition of towers at the angles, and projefled 
maflhs of mafonry in each of the fides as gateways, ftlll continued 
of very feeble defence agalnft cannon. It fcemed therefore only 
to acquit his military honour, that the commanding officer refufed 
to lurreudcr on tlie firft fummons; for the next day, on the ap¬ 
pearance of the two eighteen-pounders in battery, he of his own ac¬ 
cord' tlirew out the white flag, and furrendered at difcretion. HiS 
ga- rlfi>n were, befides himftlf and another officer, 13 Europeans, and 
I CO SepoFS. This place as well as Chillambrum was delivered over 
to the Nai)o*b, who gave them in charge of his own Sepoys, and put 
both garrlfons under the command of Kiftuarow. He was here 
joined by his brother, Maphuze Khan, who when leaft expeaed, 
had kit tile Pulltaver in the Ix-glnning of January, and joined Ma¬ 
homed Iflix)f at Tinivclly; from whence he was fent, with an ef¬ 
corte to Puducotah, the principal town of tlie polygar Tondiman, 
’ where 
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where lie remained, {till full of fufpicions of the evil intentions of 
the Nabob, until encouraged to trufi: him by repeated affurances 
from the Prefidency, that no harm lliould befall him. He ai'rived with 
very few attendants, and had not money to entertain more. From 
Verdachelum, the troops contim^li their route liyVillapotum and Vi~ 
r*'a’''indi, and arrived at Valdore on the 3d of May. The Nabob re¬ 
main’d in the camp until the loth, much delighted with the army 
and commanders, who had rellored him to fo great a part of his 
dominions. He then proceeded to Madrafs, in order to regulate 
with the Prefidency the modes of adminiflration in the countries 
whicii had been recovered. 

I'he French, when they abandoned Cuddalore, demolilhed the 
parapets of the baftions, took down tlie three gates, and made fe- 
veral breaches in the rampart, and the whole face of the town front¬ 
ing the fea never had a wall. Several informations had been lately 
received, that Mr. Lally intended to retake Cuddalore, of wl !ch 
Colonel Coote advifed the officers u.’re, and warned them to keep 
fpecial guard. On the 10th at nighc, ’oo Furapeans, with"6o 
huflars and three companies of Sepoys, entered the town, ;':'-ni i/vd 
and difperfed the Sepoys, and advanced to the hofpltal, where they 
took five furgeons, fix petty officers, and 58 failors and marines be¬ 
longing to the fquadron, moflly fick, whom they carried awav, and 
left none of their own men to maintain the place, d'he mxrday, 
a reinforcement of two companies of Sepoys, with 20 of the Eu¬ 


ropean horfe, and a field-piece, under the command of Lieute nant 
Fitzgerald, were fent into thetowm from the camp, and 60 marines 
were landed from the fquadron. At four in the enfulng morn¬ 
ing, whilft it was yet dark, a flronger party than the night before 
entered the town again, and took the field-piece; but, finding more 
refillance than they cxpedled, retreated over the rivers towp'ds h'oit 
St. David, of which the fortifications had been fo completely dc- 
molifhed, that a Tingle redoubt w^as not left to give poll: to a 
company of Infantry. Lieutenant Fitzgerald, witli tlie huflars and 
fome Sepoys, for all would not move, and none of the marint s, fol¬ 
lowed, and hung in their rear, until they had recrofled the Panar 
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beyond Fort St. David ; where tire enemy abandoned the field- 
piece they had taken. It was laid, that the commander was killed, 
three other officers wounded, and 32 of the common foldiers 
killed and wounded. Of the Englifh troops a Jemidar with 20 Se- 
pc^s were wounded, and a SuJjftdhar was killed, hron^ this eai* 
neftnefs, other attempts were expeded, and diligence was nfed '.0 
render the place more defenfible, and the Sepoys were augme-.cedto 
700, On the 20th, information was received, that the enemy in¬ 
tended another attack, with a much greater force than the laft ; on 
which. Colonel Coote detached an officer, with 30 Europeans, and 
300 black horfe, to interrupt their parties, or luccour tin place. 
*3'he.officer went wdth the Europeans into the tow’ii, and flat ^led 
the horfe at a dlftance without; between one and two in the morn¬ 
ing, the expeded attack was made by 700 Europeans, 400 Sepoys, 

150 of the French hor fe, which w'ere halt this body: and they had four, 
field-pieces. They divided into five different aflaults ; ail entered the 
town, but were flopped at th' naverfes w’hich had been thrown up 
in the ftreets leadliv to -! e hofpltal, which refifted the dired fire 
of the- .'h:id-pieces, and commanded their mufketry. They how¬ 
ever perfiiled, until two of their officers were killed, and 60 private 
men killed and wounded. The Englifh officer followed them, with 
the black horfe and feme Sepoys, to the Panar: but their cavalry 
and field-pieces keeping in order in the rear, deterred any effedual at¬ 
tempt to interrupt tlieir retreat. 

On the 23d, the Salllbury joined the fquadron from Bombay, and 
brought from theuce to the afiiftance of the army three companies 
of the royal aitillery, which the King had fent for the defence of 
that iiland, and the government tlicre, very judlcioufly, to the coaft, 
where they were more immediiitely wanted. They were 178 men, 
exclufive of officers, all found, and joined the army a few days 
after ffom Cuddalore, where they landal. After the retreat of 
the French troops to the bound-hedge, the two camps %vere at 
too gr®at a diflance to afford fuch continual oecafions ot Ikirmifh 

as befere. 




Xn. Pondicherry. 

The fucceffes of the Engliih army, Iiad not a little conduced to 
cncreafe the diflentions which had long rent the government of 
Pondicherry, where calamity, infleadof reconciling, only exafpernted 
the animofities of thofe who were fharing the fame diftreffcs. The 
lofs of Permacoil was imputed to the retreat of the army, which was 
cn mar.;]i to relieve itbut they were only faulty in not having ad¬ 
vanced with more expedition ; and in either cafe Mr. Lally, not 
being prefent,was exempt from blame: which neverthelefs was 
urged, hecaufc the officer who commanded in his abfence was of 
his own regiment, and fuppofed to be much in hb favour. The 
fall of I'lamparvah was afcribed to the lofs of Permacoil, and Valdom 
to .'.lignant treachery, that Pondicherry might be deprived of the 
lail port which remained' to protect any convoys which might at¬ 
tempt to get into the town. Mr. Lally was informed of what every 
one thought and faid corcerning hirafclf; and retaliated tvith far- 
cafms on their forenefs for the lofs of their own peculations cut of the 
diftri^ls which he had been obliged iv, abandon. In this ifate of vi¬ 
rulence were minds, when the fquadr with Mr. Corniffi ^va3 
working up the coaft to. Karical. There were in the town Pon¬ 
dicherry, 600 Europeans, invalids, fit only for garrifon duty: and 
the inhabitants were 500 more Europeans. Thefe, added to the 
regular troops, would contribute to make a formidable difplay, which 
Mr. Lally intended to exhibit on the ftrand to the view of the 
fquadron, as they were pafling through the road; orders were given’ 
in eonfequence. The covenanted fervants of the French company 
were to be a part of the paradebut a little befofe, at the hour ap¬ 
pointed, they came into the court of the goveniment-houfe, and', 
fent up. word to Mr. Lally, that they would not march unlefs led 
by the Governor and Council, whom Mr- I.ally had exempted from 
this duty. Mr. Deleyrit, the governor^ immediately offered tg put 
himfelf at their head but the counfellors coming in, faid, .that none 
of the Company’s Fervants were obliged to bear.arras out of the walls 
of the town. On this declaration, Mr. Lally arrelfed tire te’io 
fpok'efmen of the Council, and two of the forwarded: of tne lepug- 

anitts, difarmed and difmifled the reft, and went on with the review 
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without them. The oflence and punifliment left ho bounds to the 
mutual averfion between him and the company’s fervants. Whilft 
the Englifli army were attacking Valdore, two fliips arrived from 
the iflands ; they brought neither troops nor money, but unfavou¬ 
rable advices, which were with much caution fupprelTed, and pub- 
liflicd as good news with falute of cannon, fireworks, and rcjoirhigs, 
‘‘ Tlrat Mr. D’Ache’s fquadron, reinforced from France fo 25 fail 
of the line, might be foon expected on the coafo, wirl^ a large body 
“ of land forces on board.” After the fall of Valdore, a few en- 
clofures under the guns at Villanore and Ariancopang, ^vlth the 
ground w'ithin the bound hedge, and the town of Pondicherry it- 
felf, coiitained all the live provilions, on wfoich the colony .rr® *-0 
rely for their future fuftenance, and all further means were precluded 
of bringing in grain or other articles of foore from the country 
without; for although Gingee and Thiagar remained in the hands 
of the French, their fituation was diftant, and their garrifons not 
ftrong enough to fu’ .nlh fi’fiicient cfcorts, and no parties equal to the 
fiime purnrfo --uh' detached from the main body, w'ithout incurring 

*-h., Clique of interception. When the farm of the dlftri^ls adja¬ 
cent to Pondicherry was taken from the European renters, and 
Jet to the Malabar, after the defeat at Vandivafo, there was a fuf- 
ficient quantity of grain on the ground in reach of Pondicherry, to 
have ftocked the place, as fome fay, for years ; but money was then 
more fcarce than vidluals, and the new farmer was permitted to fell 
his grain, that he might be enabled to pay his rent in coin into the 
treafury, inftead of delivering grain, as acquittal, into the maga¬ 
zines. As foon as Permacoil and Alamparvah fell, and the Englifh 
army advanced between Gingee and Pondicherry, Mr. Lally faw this 
error, and that it was not retrievable, but by means which he had hi¬ 
therto, with too much prefumption, defpifed. 

Hyder Ally, the genera’ of the Myforeans, had at this time ac* 
qulred the whole power of the government. He had lately taken 
the King out of the hands of his uncle, 'rhe Dalaway, whom we ‘ 
have feen commanding the Myfore troops before Tritchino- 

poly. 
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poly. Thft Dalaway had-agreed to retire to the fort of My- 
fore with a jaglaire allowed for his maintenance and fecurity, and 
Hyder Ally was left without controul; for the King, was young,weak, 
and timid. Not unmindful, however, of a reverfe of fortune, Hy¬ 
der Ally caft about to get fome place of refuge immediately for his 
treafures, and contingently for his own perfon ; and judicioufly pre¬ 
ferred ^hiagar in the Carnatic, as well for the difficulty of accefs 
to it f' om Myfore, as the inexpugnable nature of its fortihcations. 
A Portuguefe monk, named Norognha, who aflumed, and perhaps, 
had obtained, the title of Biffiop of Halicarnafllis, had, by refidence 
under the pretext of religious miffion, acquired much knowledge of 
the u ’'.icent countries, as well as of the Carnatic Itfelf, and Mr. 
Lally,*’ immediately on his arrival at Pondicherry, gave him his con¬ 
fidence, and employed him in all his tranfaftions with die chiefs of 
the country. The biffiop performed his coramiffions with zeal; for 
he was greedy of money, and it is a common cuilom in India to 
give fome to the negotiator of a tre. ‘y. It was he who bargained 
for the Morattoes who joined the Fren'h arn.v at Arcot; after 
which he continued in Velore, watching other opporiunu. - and 
either fuggefted to Hyder Ally, or difeovered his inclinations to 
obtain Thi-agar. Mr. Lally feeing no other means of procuring 
relief to the neceffities which began to threaten Pondicherry, 
repreffed the contempt with which he had hitherto regarded 
the military faculties of the princes in India, and fent two of his 
officers to conclude the treaty with Hyder Ally. It was agreetf, 
“ that Hyder ffiould immediately fend a body of 2000 horfo, and 
-ooo Sepoys, with artillery, who, on their arrival at Thiagai', 
“ tere to be put in pofleffion of that fort, and of Elvanafore, with 
« the dependencies of both, which were to remain the property of 
•“ the Myforeans in perpetuity as long as the flag of h l ance exilled in 
India. This army was to be paid at the rate of 100,000 rupees a 
month, from the day. ot their arrival at Thlagar. Ten cighiteen 
** pounders were to be given as a prefent to Hyder, exclufive ot the 
artillery in the two forts, which, as well as all the military Pores, 

« was to be delivered with them. His troops ^^'ere to be furnilhcd 

with 
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with ammunition, whilft fenung for the French ; \yho, after the 
“ Carnatic Ihould be cleared, were to affift him in conquering the 
‘‘ fouthern countries of Madura and Tinivelly. Befides the number 



“ already ftipulated, Hyder Ally engaged to fupply looo horfe and 
2000 Sepoys more : in confideration of which, half the countries' 
which Ihould be recovered in the Carnatic, were to be aflig^pd to 
his government, excepting the French company s domains of 
Villenore, Valdore, Bahoor, and AlamparFah : the territory of 
Vellore, as belonging to Mortlzalfy, their ally, and the difl;rids de- 
“ pendant on Trinomalee, having been granted in appanage to Rajah- 
« faheb, the fon of Chundafaheb, w^ere llkewife exempt, d; and 
»• wdiatfoever portion of the Carnatic fliould fall to the Myfo.rc*'S, 
“ was to be delivered back to the French, in proportion to the pro- 
« grefs of the acquifitlons in the ibuthern countries. 

The negotiation was conduced with fo much fecrecy, that no 
furmifes of it were obtained by the Englilh until the 24th of May, 
jofl as their late fucc'^Tcs fe^..icd to have left nothing on the land, 
which could inr .rrup^ the profecution of their intention to 
bloc^me Fondlchcrry^; for which, preparations were making at 
Madrafs, when Colonel Coote received intelligence of this un- 
expeded aliiancc by a letter from one of his correfpondents in 
Pondicherry, fignifying, that Mr. l.ally was preparing a con- 
iiderablc detachment, to march and join Hyder Ally at Thi^ar. 
Hyder it was known vvas not there, nor was there any probability, 
that his other Interefts would permit him to leave beringapatam : 
nor were any dUpofitions obferved In the enemy’s encampment, 
which f gnified luch a detachment as was faid to be going. On the 
joth. Colonel Coote went out to reconnoitre tliem himfelf, ac¬ 
companied as nfual by the black horfe and Sepoys. Tlie enemy can¬ 
nonaded hotly, and killed fome of the horlemen ; but Aflafbeg, wltli 
tivoor tliree fquadrons, broke in upon their Sepoys, and killedr 14 
of them. Nothing appeared for feveral days after to confirm the 
intelligence; and Colonel Coote began to regard if as a runnour 
thrown out by Mr. Lally himfelf, to conceal fome other delign, 

when, on the 7th of Tune, he received a confirmation of it from 

‘ Kift- 
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aarow, who had been ordered to. look out, and had advanced 
with his. party to Volcondah. 

The firft divilion of the My fore troops, confifting of looo horfe, 
and 2000 Sepoys, arrived at Thiagar on the 4th of June, and the 
next day fome of their parties, roaming to collect cattle, fkirmifhed 
with Kiftnarow’s near the pettah of Volcondah. The reft of the di- 
vihoi ftill remaining at Thiagar were 30 miles nearer Pondicherry; 
and Ki.'lnarow believing the exaggerated accounts of their numbers, 
and being ill r, a.iC of ammunition, hurried back to proteift the dif- 
trifts of Verdachelum, which had been entrufted, not without pro¬ 
fit, to his care ; from hence he fent his report and his fears to Co¬ 
lonel Coote, with earneft requeft of reinforcements *, and then, lie 
ftiu, he would march, and beat the Mylbreans. 

A month before the rumours of thefe troops, the forces which 
the Myfore government maintained in Dindigul had commenced 
hoftilities againft the adjacent polygars depending on 'rritchi- 
nopoly; and it was rejported that they intended to get pofleflion 
of the pafs of Nattam, \vhlch would p-ecluui, the immediate com¬ 
munication between Tritchinopoly and Madu.«. D.' '''■ the My- 
fbreans in thefe quarters had feveral times before attacked the ^..f- 
feflions of the Nabob, their prefent hoftilities had not led to any 
fufpicibns of the greater effort which Hyder Ally was preparing 
againft the Carnatic ; nor were they deemed of danger to require im¬ 
mediate refiftance from this province: but Mahomed Ifloof fent a 
detachment from Tinivelly to Madura, fromw'henc'e they were to take 
the field and enter the diftrids of Dindigul; and the troops main¬ 
tained by the Nabob for the protedion of the diftrids of Trkchi- 
nopoly, aftembled at the pafs of Nattam, under the command of 
Huffain Cawn, who had ferved with the French at Terriore and 
Seringham until they retreated out of thefe countries, when he 
offered his fervice to the Nabob, and was accepted. 

The heats of the feafon, fince the land-winds had fet in in April, 
had this year been much more intenfe than ufual; and had ftruck 
ficknefs through the camp. Sixty Europeans had died, and 300 
were in the hofpital, and to preferve the reft from the fun,'the day- 
duty of the line was done by the Sepoys. From the fame attention 
VoL. II. 4 N fifty 
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fifty of the late deferters had been incorporated, and called the Free 
Company, under the command of two French officers, brothers, 
of the name of Martin : like the French volunteers, they Were 
intended for the fervices of moft fatigue and danger, and were, 
now employed, for the firft time. They marched on the i^oth 
accompanied by 25 Coffrees, two companies of Sepoys, 1000 blac^ 
horfe, and an iron gun with five European gunners, ^to join Aift- 
narow at Villaporum; as it was fuppofed the My.oiean- voul 
attempt to pafs either by this place, or Trivadi. 

Altliough no regular detachments had marched from Pondi¬ 
cherry, fmall parties to the amount of 200 Europeans hac palled 
. vr_j 4-.^ from t ie*xCe 


at difierept times undifeovered to Gingee, 


proceeded to Thiagar, before the firft divifion of Myforeans 
arrived tliere; but remained in order to accompany the mam 
body to Pondicherry. Preparing for this important convoy and 
reinforcement, the garrifons both of Thiagar and Gingee had 
collcded all the cattle whic^ -he inhabitants had not driven out 
of their reach : V at tU Myfore horfe in three days Iwept a 
much -.cater number; but refufed to proceed with them, until 
fully apprized what interruption they were likely to meet m the 
way ; and the French officers were afraid to tell them that they only 

a an the rifque of more by this delay. 

The Martins arrived at Villaporum on the nth, and heard no¬ 
thing of Kiftnarow'; and the com.mandant of Gingee, thinking he 
could cope with their detachment, marched from his forts With 100 
European, fome Sepovs and black horfe. The Martins, as well as 
the deferters they commanded, behaved with much fpim in meir 
new caule, and repulfed tlieir countryi.;<n, who aaccl but faintly* 
borne of the French Sepoys were killed, and two Europeans, a 1 o- 
paze, and a Coffree, were made prilopers, 

Notwithftanding this fuccefs and reper/-;d injun^ons Kiftnarow 
ftill kept aloof; and, as if was fuppofed t!,at the Myforeans already 
arrived wxrc the whole body, and word.l aa-ance, accompanied 
Ivu the Europeans from Thiagar, to wluch force that with the 
.Martins afthough ftrong, would in no wife have been equal, another 



misT/ff, 
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=o^hniei-t dill ftronger was fent from the cnn^: both whe» 
joined would amount to 190 European infantry, 30 European horfe, 
acCoffrees, 600 Sepoys, and .600 black horfe; and were to be 
■rommanded by major More, the fame who marched in Januaiy to 
Tripettv, and had lately been promoted froin the rank of captain 
More Myforeans arriving, they called in their partKS, and 
being- ioincd by 40 or 30 the French troops from Th.agar, 
appeared before Tricalore on the loth; but the Frenchmen 
bavirg brought only two or three fmall field-pieces, and the 
fort being of done, the Sepoys within, who were three good com¬ 
panies left there by Captain Airey, refufed to forrender; and 
' by 'ho fire of their mulketry from the walls obliged the enemy to 
retire; wlio then went againftTritchimungalum, a fort five miles to 
the ead, where the garrlfon, which was likewufe of Sepoys, took 
fright, and evacuated it on their approach. From this place all 
.theMyfore cavalry, now .500, fetofffor Pondicherry, driving a 
multitude of cattle, but unaccompanied by any troops on foot, even 
their own, that, it interrupted, the hor,.' migi.j be free to torix die, 
way, or retire. The rule of thefe countries been Ihilwd 

to and fro by the fortune of war, and they had differed lo ..■■di. 
as well from the ravages of hodillty, as the concufl.ons of unfettlcd 
government, that they regarded both the Englilh am rate 1 
fend as tyrants, when not enemies; and, at this time, the rent, is 
and heads of villages, not knowing how fc»n they might hate iiew 
maders gave no affidance to Major More’s detachnieiu, who,_d.f- 
,reded for provifions, and milled by falfe intelligence advanKdtront 
ViUapotnm towards Tricalore, where they expefted iupphes, and 
hoped to Intercept the Myforeans in their tout; ;"■ 

fore to the fouth, by Trivanelore, and arrived at ^nva h on tl e 
aad, where they halted the day. Mr. La ;, appriz 

approach, had Lved his .^Tlll’dit oTvaldoro 

to his former encampment at Perimle, in u ig • ^ • 

and then detached 5° <>f European cavalry to jom ho 
Myforeans on the road. Colonel Coote received qtnek imd^ 
llgence of their arival at Tiivadl, with an accouii o c 
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bers, and immediately lent out all the cavalry remaining i 
camp, which were looo black, and 8o European horfe: they were 
led by Vaflerot, but whilft proceeding ftreight towards Trivadi, the 
Myforeans filed off from thence along the Panar, until they reachet'. 
the bounds of Fort St. David, and then crofliiig. the plain, and keep¬ 
ing about a mile from the fea, came in towards the evening at 
Ariancopang, three miles in the rear of the French camp at Perimbci 
They fet out from Trivadi, with 2000 head of cattle, wb.ich re¬ 
tarding their march, they left in different herds in various places, 
intending to return and bring them in by detachments; fo that only 
^oo bullocks arrived with them at the French camp. 

Tlie day after, Mr. Lally, in order to make proof of their .'erv’.ce, 
advanced with them all, and the French European horfe, toVva.ds 
the grand guard of the Englilh cavalry, which was polled a mile and 
a half in front of the camp. All, when at a proper dillance, fet 
off on the gallop, and furrounded the guard on every fide. Colonel 
Coote immediately pulhed to relieve them with the main body of 
the cavalry, from the ^amp ' but before they came up, as thele kind 
of onfets are "-’’y decided in a very few minutes, the whole 
gt.- d was dilperfed, and hurrying back to take Ihelter with the 
main body. The Myforeans carried off 30 horfes belonging to the 
black cavalry, and feven to the huflars. 

Enfign Turner, who commanded at Cuddalore, receiving intel¬ 
ligence of the cattle which had been left on the way,, went 
out with the Sepoys of his garrilbn, and in two or three days col- 
leded and drove in 900 of them; and none of the reft got into 
Pondicherry. 

The detachment of Myforeans efcorted the officers appointed by 
Hyder Ally to fettle the treaty and the plan of operations with the 
French government. A little before their arrival a report had been 
fpread, that orders were on the way recalling Mr. I.ally to France ; 
which the Myforeans hearing, infifted that Mr. Deleyrit, and all the 
members of the Council, fliould fign the treaty: had they re- 
fufed, no further affiftance was to be expeded ; they therefore figned 
it, but at the fame time compofed a proteft, which they kept en- 
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feciet amongft themielves, objeding more efpecially to the 
monthly fum which the Myfbreaiis were to receive as pay, to dif- 
charge which no money exifted ; and that the territories ceded to them 
were of much more value than the Indefinite fervices they were likely 
to perform. Neverthelefs this clandeftine difapprobation was unwor¬ 
thy their office, being calculated to exempt themfelves from blame, and 
to exaggerate it on Mr. Lally, if affairs Ihould better with the affift- 
ance of the My foreans; at the fiime time the apparent fandion evinced 
that the council law no immediate means fo likely to flop the progrefs 
of th.^ Englllh fucceffes, which had taken every thing abroad but 
Thiagf i and Gingee, and were at this inftant menacing the capital, 
Poiidicherry : fo that had the council meant fincerely, they only pro- 
mifed the half of what they had loft, or never pofl'efl'ed, to obtain the 
only chance o.f gaining the other half, perhaps of prefervmg what 
remained. The treaty was figned on the 27th, and on the 28th at 
night all the Myforeans went away, promifing to return very foon 
with their whole force, and abunda’ ^e of provifions. The next day 
the French army retreated from Perimb^ to the bound-hedge. 

In this interval, the fquadron had been joincu oj- i, / • ^ips of the 
line from England, the Norfolk of 74, and the Panther of 64 g^ns, 
which anchored at Cuddalore-on the 15th ; and a few days after one 
of the Company’s fliips arrived from Tellicherry on the Malabar 
coaft, v/ith a detachment of 100 Europeans, and 122 Topafles, 
fent from that fettlement by order from Bombay. This, with the 
detachment of artillery which arrived a little before, would have been 
a great reinforcement at anytime, but was. at ‘•his jundure more 
efpecially feafonable; and thefe exertions did'honour to the councils 
of that Prefidency, which had hitherto been very cautious of part¬ 
ing with any part of its force. 

On the 30th, the day after the French army returned to their bounds, 
Celpnel Coote detached the remainder of the huftars, who were 20, 
500 black horfe, 50 European infantry, and four companies of Seppys, 
to Major .Moore, that he might be ftrong enough to encounter tlic 
whole body of the Myforeans in their approach to Pondiclu rr}'. 
This officer had been, joined, at Tricalore on the 24th, by Kiftna- 
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rott, with 500 horfe, and as many Sepoys. They proceeded agaiiift 
Trichimungaluni, Avhich lurrendered after a (hort refiftahce on the 
^j6th. The garrlfon were a ferjeaiit, another European, and 180 
-Sepoys, with a much greater ftore of ammunition than their num¬ 
ber required. They had coUeaed 900 head of cattle in the fort, 
and a large quantity of grain in the.town. Major Moore was 
. again milled by his intelligence, and die party of Myforeans return¬ 
ing from Pondicherry to Thiagar palled again out of nis reach. 

Mr. Lally determined to rilque nothing before the mam body 
of the Myforeans arrived; and his troops were too ftronglv polled 
in front of, and within, the bound-hedge, to be attacked by . force, 
which ex-eeded them fo little as the Englilh army, fincc ihe 
detachments it had lately fent abroad. So that both armies con¬ 
curring in the fame caution, in cxpedation of the fame event, 
nothing of any moment pall’ed between them for tw^enty days. Co¬ 
lonel Coote, in this interval, went to Madrafs. He left the camp 
•on the 6th of July, and return jd on the 14th. The next day he 
received intelligence from Major Moore, that the Myforeans were 
fetojr^ oin 1 inagar, with a very large convoy, of provifions. This 
intelligence was confirmed the next day, with theli loute ; and at 
three the next morning, which was the 17th, the van divifion of 
the army under Colonel Monfon moved, and took poflelfion of 
Perimbe, which is the ground under the point of the red-hill diredly 
oppofite’to Villenore. The reft of the army came up before day¬ 
light; a party was immediately detached to take poflelfion of the 
pettah of Villenore, and make preparations for batteries ; another 
deftroyed a redoubt on the hill over Perimbe, which the enemy had 
lately erefted, in tlte fpot where tliey before had railed the barracks for 
their cavalry, which Colonel Coote had burnt on his firft excurfion 
to reconuoltre this ground from Permacoil. The diftance acrofs, from 
the Red-hill to the fort of Villenore and the river of Ariancopang, 
is little more than a mile, and the army roUtflid the whole fpace 
in pods and encloforcs, which could not be attacked in front to¬ 
wards Pondicherry without great difadvantage ; and nothing was 
apprehended in the rear, although the Myforeans were coiiung ; for 
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they, it was not doubted, would, as before, endeavour to Join the 
Trench army, by avoiding the Englilh. 

On this day, the 17th, the troops with Major Moore, and the 
V 'hole body of the Myforeans, advancing by different routs, arrived 
nearly at the fame hour, in light of Trivadi. \yith Moore were 
180 European infantry, 30 Coffrees, and 50 huflars, and together 
with Kiftnarow’s the black horfe were 1600, and the Sepoys iioo. 
The Mylbreans were 4000 horfe well mounted, 1000 Sepoys, and 
200 Europeans, or Topaffes of the French army, of whom a 
part managed eight pieces of cannon. At this time, when the 
Englilh .lOops had been fo long accuftomed to fuccefs, it \vas fup- 
pofed, that the force with Major Moore, notwithftanding the ine--- 
qaailty of numbers, might have flood at leaft an obflinate brunt; 
but it happened otherwife; for by fome mlfchance or mifcoiiduft 
of which no certain account has ever been given, they were totally 
' routed. The black horfe and Sepoys, who it is f^id firfl gave way, 
difperfed on every fide; five and twenty of the huflars w'cre cut to 
pieces, and nioft of the refl were wounded; they were the only 
part which behaved with firmnefs, fighting after f hey \vere delei tcd 
by the European infantry, who retreated in great hurry and o.i* 
order to the fort of Trivadi, which they gained with the lofs of 
15 killed and 40 wounded. 

The news of this misfortune reached Colonel Coote the next day, 
and encreafed his anxiety to get pofleflion of Villcnore ; for it 
tvas not doubted that Mr. Lally, as loon as joined by the Kiyfo* 
reaus, would make every effort to fave this place. 

The left of the Englifli encampment was at' the foot of the hill 
of Perimbe, and it extended 1500 yards to the right, acrofs the- 
plain towards yillenore. Through the center of the camp pafled a 
road as all the others on the plain above the common level 

of ihe ground, and) with a row' of trees on each fide. This avenue 
CGines almoft in a flreight line from a redoubt in the bound-hedge, 
called the Villenore; but receives its name from the village ot 
■Ouglaree, through which it pafleth about half-vvay bctiveen t le 
bound-hedge and the hill of Perimbe. At a thoufand yaids in mot 
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of the Engllfh encampment, and 2000 from the bonnd-hedge, 
another avenue called the Villenore, ftrikes off from the avenue 
of Oulgaree, on the left as you come from the bound-hedge, 
on the right, if looking from the camp. The Villenore, after 
continuing 4®® yards at a right angle from the Gulgaree, tuins- 
nearly at another right angle, and leads ftreight weft, and parallel 
to th^ other avenue; but ceafes midway in the plain between Pe- 
rimbe, and the fort of Villenore, which Colonel Coote w^as pre¬ 
paring to attack, and which muft always be diftinguiftied, in con- * 
fidering our narrative, from the redoubt of the fame name in the 
bound-hedge : the Villenore avenue, towards its terminatio’' ' overed 
the right flank of the Englilh camp. From a redoubt in the bound- 
hedge, at 1000 yards to thej-ight of the avenue of Oulgaree, com- 
menceth another avenue, called as well as the redoubt itfelf the 
Valdore : this avenue continues only 1 000 yards ftreight to the weft, 
when, flopped by the oppofition of the Red-hill, it inclines in 
another ftreight line to the left, until it has verged within 300 yards 
of the avenue of Oulgaree, which it then joins in another ftreight 
line, and at a right angle on the right, exaftly facing the junaion 
of tlic Villenore avenue* on the other fide the road, lb that both to¬ 
gether interfecled the avenue of Oulgaree at right angles in the fame 
point. It was along the Valdore avenue, that Colonel Coote, with 
his cavalry, fidlowed the French troops, when they retreated before 
him on the 7th of March, the firft time he went to reconnoitre the 
ground about Pendicherry. Exactly oppofite to the fecond angle 
of the Valdore avenue, as you come from the bound-hedge, and 
the fitft if you arc going to it frotn the avenue of Oulgaree, ftands 
a hillock, the higheft, and the only confpicuous one on the plain, 
detached from the Red-hill ; from the outward ridge of which this 
hillock is about 300 yards diftant: thus fituated, it -Qmmanded 
in flank the third or laft, and in flant the middle or fecopd tu. u- 
iug of the Valdore avenue. Colonel Coote, having confidenid 
.'dl the ground we have deferibed, fortified the hillock with a 
clofi;d redoubt of three guns, threw up a retrenchment of three 
guns acrofs the avenue of Oulgaree, 150 yards in front of the 
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Ipot where it is joined by the two others, and raifed another 
acrofs the Villenore avenue. Both retrenchments, and the re¬ 
doubt on the hillock, lay nearly in the fame line in front of the 
camp, which the hill of Perimbe defended on the left; on the 
right, the plain on the other fide of the Villenore avenue was open 
and paflable to cannon and cavalry, even to the rear of the camp. 
But this approach would now be protefled by the troops ftationed 
in the villages under Villenore, and employed in the attack of this 
fort. All the three works were finilhed between the night of the 
17th and the morning of the 19th. This difpofition was devlfed 
witli i^uch fclence ; for every tiling was obviated which might 
produce a general difafter, if the troops fliould be compelled to quit 
the attack of Villenore, of which the fuccefs was fcarcely probable, 
if the enemy, as might be expected, rlfqued boldly for its fafety, 

A thirteen-inch mortar, fent from Madrafs, and landed at Cudda- 
lore, arrived in campon the 19th, and was immediately planted to 
bombard the fort; but the fhells font with it were too fmall, and 
would not take any certain range, and heavy rains prevented any 
work at the batteries during the night. 

The next mornjng the Fivnch army, not yet joined by tlic wliole 
body of Mylbreans, appeared advancing along tlie river of Arlan- 
copang, as if they Intended to attack the detachmments llationcd 
to guard the batteries ; on which Colonel Coote marched from 
the right of the camp wnth the two battalions of the Company’s 
troops, and half the horfe and Sepoys to meet the enemy, wlio 
halted, and began to cannonade; during which Draper’s and 
Coote’s regiments with the reft of the black troops, by previous 
difpofition, marched from the left of the camp along the foot of the 
Red Hill, ?' h iliCy Intended to ftorm the redoubts of the bound- 
h“dge, and get into the rear of the enemy’s army. Mr. Tally bc- 
fieved this feigned Intention to be real, and immediately retreated 
to his former ftatlons ; a few of the Englifh cavalry and Sepoys 
were wounded. In the evening the Mylbreans arrived irom 'rrivadi 
with 3000 bullocks, carrying their baggage, and drawing their ar¬ 
tillery, and 3000 more laden with rice, and other provilioas; the 
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Freneh detachments from Thiagar and Gingee accompanied them : 
they came in unmolefted, as before, by Ariancopang, and their 
arrival was complimented with a long falute of cannon. In tlie 
evening the guards before Villenore were reinforced, and double 
diligence employed through the nigh® at the batteries. 

The fort of Villenore was a circle 50 yards in diameter within the 
wall; it w'as furrounded by a ditch, a covered way, and a glacis 
cut in angles, as a ftar. The rampart was a conftruftiou of mafonry, 
divided into ten lodgements, or chambers, which were arched, 
the vaults bomb-pr(X)f, and tlie interibiccs at top were filled up 
to an equal level, which formed the terrace on which ttie can¬ 
non were mounted. Each of the chambers was llkewile opened’ 
through the outfide of the wall in cafements intended for can¬ 
non, but none were mounted in them. The breadth of the ram¬ 
part, w'hich W'as the length of the chambers, was 30 feet, and 
reduced the area ”'i‘-hin to a fmall pentagon, which in no direvfliou 
was more than 45 'feet, over ; fo that if the chambers had not been 
bomb-proof, tlie place could not have flood an hour agalnfl this kind 
of artillery. Tv"o villages lay near the fort, one diredlly north, the 
other to the north-eafl. They were about 200 yards from each 
other, and both were occupied byche Engliflitroops. The paflage 
through the glacis to the fort was ftreight, and nothing obflrufted 
the view quite up to the foot of the wall but the barrier gate, and 
the draw-britlgc, when up ; neither of which could refift a fliot; 
nevcrtlu'lelsi, th».- f rtnch hatl i)ogle(£led to coyer this opening by a 
ti.ivtil*-, citlici in f'<>nr 01 behind the paflage. TThe advantage was 
taken, aud.a battery tif two cighteeu-pounders was erefted between 
the two villages, to bnacli rlnough the opening: another of the 
fame fircc was oieaed in the village to the north, lo ’ .'Voy the pa¬ 
rapet, and take in rev.rio the part intended to he bicacheo. 

Bo'h batteritL! oj^ened with ihe day on the j6th. At nine o’clock 
tl.e FrcaK;h army, with all the hlyforeans, hoifc and foot, ap¬ 
proach .d along rhe l;.;;nk of the river of Ariancopang. Some of the 
Mack horlc and bepoj, s, with tlirrc field-pieces, were fent from the 
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arms; and as foon as they were in motion, a dctachmont of 
Europeans, with four field-pieces, filed off from the riglit to reinforce 
the villages of Villenore. By this time the batteries there had beat 
down the parapet, and filencal the enemy’s fire from the fort, wlien 
two companies of Sepoys fet*oft on tne full run, and polled ihcm- 
felves under the brick facing of the covered way, in a hollow, wheic 
the earth liad not been filled up, as in other parts, to the 
the glacis; ibme, more adventurous, jumped over the wall. Still 
the garrifon had nothing to fear ; for the Sepoys had a ditch to pafs, 
and a very imperfedl breach to mount : but the commanding officer 
held out a flag of tmee, and opened the gate to a detachment of 
Europeans, who haftened up on the firfi; fight ot the flag. T. hey 
immediately raifed the Englith colours on the rampart, <ind turned 
the guns agninft the French and Myforeans, avho were advanced 
along the river-fide within the random reach of cannon-lhot. ^ The 
change was ixceivcd with the curfes of every r.i..;* in the French 
army. All the lines flopped involuntarily, niid at once, flrickcn by 
horror; and Mr. Lally, more confounded than any, immediately 
ordered the whole to retreat under the guns of Ariancopang. There 
Were in the fort 30 Europeans, 12 Coffrees, and eight pieces of can¬ 
non on the ramparts, which might have held out two days longer, 
before the EngUlh would have ventured to llorm ; and ten nmiut<5S 
mom in the pmfent hour would have brought on a general engage^ 
ment to deckle its fate. Of all his fucceflb, Colonel Coote deemed 
this the moft fortunate, becaufc leaft expcfled. Nevcrthelefs, he 
had exerted much ability to place the army in a fituation to make 
the attack in fight of the enemy’s, and, if it failed, have nothing 
unequal to apprehend. 

The firff a..iva». of the Myforeans in the province had alarmed 
t’I'reudency of Madrafs, as much as it furprlzed the army ; for, 
jcfides the interruption they might give to the fucccls of ibo war, 
•he Nabob’s revenues were loll wherever their parties appeared ; and, 
as boric, tliey might in the back country extend their ravage.s fron?. 
Tntchinopoly to Arcot: and this detnment was the more dreaded, 
becaufi^ the company in England, relying on the trealurcs of Bengal, 
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had determined to fend no bullion to any of their fettlunents in 
India, and the Prefidency of Bengal had confumed all their incomes, 
and were borrowing money. It was therefore propofed to the 
Nabob, who was at Madrafs, to march with what troops had ac¬ 
companied him thither, fupported by a detachment of Europeans 
from the garrifon, in order to prote£l the countries between Gingee 
and Trinomaly, and all behind them to Arcot. Captain Richard 
Smith, at Tritchinopoly, as foon as he had acquired intelligence of 
the fti-ength and intentions of the Mylbreans which were come into 
the Carnatic, propofed the expediency of a diverfion, by marching 
with a force from his garrifon, and attacking the diftrldls of Mylbre, 
which confine on the weft ward to thole of Tritchinopoly, whUft 
the troops ordered by Mahomed Iflbof from Madura, Ihould keep the 
Myforcans of Dindigul at bay. The idea was approved as the moft: 
probable refource ; he was ordered to cany it into execution, and 
Tanjore and Trr.diman were requefted to give him what afliftance 
he might requiie. 

The Nabob marched from Madrafs on the 3d of July, and on the 
yth he arrived at Vandivalh; after loitering there fome days, he 
fuddeuly changed his mind from keeping the field againft the My*- 
Ibreans, and went away to make his entrance into his capital of 
Arcot; but left 700 of his horlc, and ^00 of his Sepoys, with his 
brother Maphuze Khan, who on the azd came with them to the 
army at Perimbe. The day after Colonel Coote, with all the cavalry 
of the army, a great part of the Sepoys, feveral field-pieces, an 
eig itcf n-poundtr on a field-carriage, but without any European in¬ 
fantry, advanced towards the bound-hedge. This defiance as it were 
of meeting the Myloreatis with equal arms could not provoke them 
to come out and try their ftrength ; but the Fi,uc.. - Tantiy ad¬ 
vanced, and caniumaced from fcvcii pieces of cannon, whicii ouV 
wounded two European gunners. 

The next morning, the 24th, on intelligence that a large body 
of tlic Myforcans Intended to march that night to the weftward ti 
cfcort provifions, Major Monfon was detached, wdth all the black 
cavalry, fix companies of Sepoys, and two field-pieces, to take poll 
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at Vaklore, near which, it was fuppofed, the Myforeans would re¬ 
turn ; but only a few were gone out, who halted at Rangapillah’s 
choultry on the fea fliore, fix miles to the north of the bound- 
nedge, where they were joined on the 26th by the large body from 
Pondicherry, of which intelligence had been given on the 24th. 
All went on to Permacoil; Major Monfon followed them on the 
27th, and arrived on the aBth, when none were remaining there. 
In the mean time, Lieutenant Eil'er had been detached from the 
camp on the 26th, with 400 Sepoys, 30 Europeans, and a hundred 
black horfe, the beft in the army, to proceed from Rangapillah’s 
choultry along the fea-fliore, whllft Major Monfon was endea¬ 
vouring to come up with them on the other fide; but they had flruck 
off in feveral parties, fbme towards Gingee, others to tne north¬ 
ward, fpreading to colleft cattle, and deflroying whatfoevcr elfe be¬ 
longed to the inhabitants, who, as their ground now fupplied the 
Englifh army with provifions, were every where confidered by the 
French as enemies. One of thefe parties went to Allamparvah, 
where they plundered the pettah, and. took a lieutenant, who w;..-; 
lick, and chancing to be taking the air, having fliot him through 
the back as he was endeavouring to cfcape In his palankln ; how¬ 
ever, the cannon of the fort drove the party away, and, as they were 
retuixiing along the fhore towards Pondicherry, they fell unawares 
acrofs Eifer’s detachment, by whom they were inti rely routed, and 
30 of their horfe furrendered to him, with which he returned to 
the camp in the evening, where major Monfon’s divllion likewife 
rejoined the fame day; for the whole cavalry of the camp had 
marched in thefe two divifions. 

The lafl day of the month brought the welcome arrival of five 
of the comn .1^ s mips from England in tlic Road of CuddaLre : 
an ’ cwo uays after came in another, which liad ioparated from them. 

acre were on board of the fix, 60O men drafted from regiments 
in England, to replace the deficlences which might have happened 
in Draper’s and Coote’s. 

On the 3d of Auguft, the free company of h'rcnchmen w'crc fent 
to get iu the rear of one of the enemy’s advanced polls, w'liicli lay 
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ui the VaUlore road, abovit half a rwile from the bound-hedge. They 
inarched along the Ikhts of the Rcd-hlll, and, coming by furprize, 
killed and wounded fevejral, and drove the reft to the bound-hedgS. 

The Myforcans, according to their contrafl, had delivered all the 
provifions they brought into the magazines of Pondicherry, tyhere 
they were carefully ftored for future need. The purfult of Monfon, 
and the iuccefs of Elfer, deterred them from going out again in 
large detachments, and although the Englifh army could not cover 
the ground fufficiently to prevent fmall parties from getting back, 
with a few head of cattle or other provifions, yet all theft fupplies 
were unequal to the daily confumption of 10,000 mouths; for, with 
their followers, the My fore army amounted to this multitude; and 
in a few days rice began to fell in their camp at the rate of two 
pounds for a rupee. This diftrefs, the conftant fatigue and rifque 
neceflary to redrefs it, and their conviflions of the fuperiority of the 
Englilh army, well by the lofs of Villenore, as the caution of the 
French to rilque an ..ngagement fince that event, made them weary 
of tlieir expedition and alliance; and their Sepoys, forefteing lefs 
lik'dihood of retreating with fafety than the horft, began to deftrt in 
numbers every day. 

The garrifon of Gingee had colledlcd 2000 carriage bullocks, and 
rice to load on them, and, with various parties which had get out 
from Pondicherry, ijo Europeans of the infantry, and 100 of the 
cavalry, were waiting there to efcort this train, expeifting to be 
joined by the Myftre horft; who were by this time determined 
to go away to Thiagar, and return no more; on which, 50 more 
Europeans, with tliree companies of Sepoys, were detached from 
Pondicherry, to rc.ntorce the convoy. Colonel Coote took meafures 
to prevent its arrival. Some Sepoys patrolad .! e faa-fliore, as 

■far as Rangapillah’s choultry ; from Alamparvah, Martin, wu!' the 
free company, four of Sepoys, and three held-pieccs, marched m 
the 12th, to lie between Valdore and Permacoii, and were rehi- 
foic. d the next day by 30 huflars with Lieutenant KIrcher. Whilft 
dicft partirs were on the north and n. av. Enfign Turner marched 
from Cuddalore to 'I'rivadi, witli the ftven companies of Sepoys 

belong- 



MINlSr^^ 



11. The Mysoreans. 

onging to that garrifon, in which Major Mon&n remained 
with the troops juft arrived from England: fo that the outlets to 
the 5. w. and s. were equally well guarded, and the main body of 
the army lying between Villenore and the Red-hill utterly pre¬ 
cluded the paflage to or from the weft. The convoy from Gingee 
were expefted to fet out on the 12th, but did not tmtil the evening 
of the 13th; intelligence of which was foon after brought to Colo¬ 
nel Coote, who went off at 11 at night, with all the black cavahy, 
200 Europeans, the hundred Topafles from Bombay, and two field- 
pieces, and proceeded towards Killenore. The fame night the 
greateft pa.t of the Myfore horfe, decamped from the glacis of 
Pondicherry, and marching faft fell in when it was deep dark 
wth Martin and Kircher, who, charging them unexpedtedly met 
no refiftance, killed 40, took 200 of their horfe, and 900 bullocks, 
laden with their baggage. At day-break Colonel Coote came up 
with his party, when all the Myforeans were "ot yet out of 
fight: they were retreating in broken partic' to the weft-ward» 
Colonel Coote divided his force in„purfuit of them, which returned 
the fame day with many more bullocks and two European prifoners. 
One divifion of the Myforeans efcaped both the encounter and pur- 
fuit. They were at fome diftance in the rear, when the front was 
flopped, on which they immediately turned back, and pafting as 
they had come at the back of the Red-hill, and by the fea fhore, re¬ 
gained the bounds of Pondicheuy. 

Notwithftanding this rout, it was ftlll conlidemd as doubtful, 
whether the Myforeans might not join and return with the convoy 
waiting at Gingee : and to prevent the continual fatigue of detach¬ 
ments marching from the camp on every report, to watch and in¬ 
tercept their it was determined to poft a force fufficient 

to cop^ rhem feparate from the main body of the army, wliich 
COP .inued at Perimbe. The detachment which liad accompanied the 
SSAboh from Madrafs, when it was fuppofed he intended to keep 
the field towards Trinomaly, adv-anced from Vanuivaih ; and on the 
39th encajuped at RatlagraiTion, a town under the hills to t!;e cift 

of Gingee, and ten miles north of Valdore: a ftation which tbs 
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1760. convoy could not avoid without much circuit and trouble. The 
detachment was immediately joined by another from the camp, 
* * when the whole.amounted to 200 European toot, 50 CofFrees, 500 
Sepoys, 50 European horle, huflars, and 500 black horte; they 
* were commanded by Captain Prefton. 

The 500 Myforcans which had returned to Pondicherry were afraid 
to venture out again in a body, but in every of the fucceeding nights 
fent off fmall parties, which palled undifeovered. To ftop thofe 
which remained, two companies of Sepoys, with 100 of the black 
horfe, were detached^ith Enfign Meredith, and took poll at Ran- 
gapillali’s choultry. i‘\nother detachment of Sepoys niarched the 
lame day from the camp in quell of a party of Europeans which 
had marched the night before from Pondicherry for Gingee, but 
only brought back four, whom they had picked up lagging on the 
road with fatigue. Early tiie next morning, a llrong detachment 
from the bouuf^s attacked the poll at Rangapillah’s choultry, and 
obliged the party i!' re to retreat. On the firll notice, two compa¬ 
nies of Sepoys, and ad the grand guard of cavalry, marched to fuf- 
tain them, and the enemy retired on their appearance. 

Jn two or three nights more, all the Myforcans who had returned 
to Pondiclierry were gone, and all their parties had elcaped without 
interruption. News was received at this time that their main body, 
which had aflembled at Thiagar, W'ere marched from thence 
to attack Trinomaly; it was therefore concluded, that they would 
make no farthei eflbrts of confequence to fuccour Pondicherry with 
proviluHis ; and in this pcrfualion, the Prelidency refumed the in- 
teaitlon of block.iding Pondicherry by lea and land; and the Go¬ 
vernor Mr. Pigot came from Madrafs to confer with Admiral Stevens 
and Colonel Cootc on the means. 

The ground between Villenore and Perimbe was the which 

the Englilh army could continue, whilll the Mylbream, rema ned 
with the French ; for it p'cfented a narrow front, was of hazardous 
approac!), aff.)rdcd fcveral Arong ports, and was centrically lituated 
for tlie expedition of detachments to interrupt any W'hich might be 
lent from, or coming to the enemy’s camp. But this fituation did 
4 not 
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ITiM fully anfwer the purpofe of a blockade, which was to reduce 
the town by famine; for, being five miles diftant, the army v/as 
not fufficient to form a chain of polls in a curve of 15 miles from 
the fea-fhore on the north to the fea-lhore on the fouth of the 
town, clofe, or in all parts llrong enough, to intercept every 
thing. The bound-hedge of Pondicherry fweeps from the north 
to the s. E. of the town, where it cealcs on the bank of the river 
of Ariancopang, which, in two arms, with an ifland between thenn, 
fupplics the reft of the barrier to the Ibuth of the town. The 
area included by the hedge with the arms of the river, corn- 
prizes nearly feven fquare miles. This ground afforded pafture for 
a number of cattle, which, if unmolcftcd, might, whilft the 
linglilh army remained at their prefent diftance, fupply ihe troops 
and inhabitants with provilions for feveral montlis; and the dail'^ 
confumption might be replaced by fmall convoys from without; lo 
that the enemy could not be leverely diftrefled, until pent within 
the bound-hedge, when its redoubts and oth'"i ftations in polli;lllon 
of the Englifl^, would fufter nothing to remain abroad beyond tlie 
foot of the glacis, and even there not in quiet. Thofe polls would 
likewile obftruft the introdllflion of liipplics in the whole extent of 
the hedge, and the prefent Hock w'ould remain the principal reliance, 
until the French army lliould be lufficiently reinforced to rcco\ or 
them; but now that the Myforeans w.ere gone, no* probability re¬ 
mained of any troops coming to the fuccourof the town, excepting 
from the fea. Neverthelefs^ the Englilh force was not yet lufficiently 
fuperior, even if in polfeffion of the bound-hedge, to open trenches 
again!! the town; and if it had, the preparation, embarkation, 
and tranfport of the artillery and ftores, w'hicli were all to come 
from Madraf-', not be accomplilhed before the letting-in 

of “’.e nibnfoon, which at firtheft might be expected in the middle 
ofOftober. If the French fleet appeared before this time, theiifuc^ 
of the fight at fen would detcrmiiu- the future fuccLts of tlte (iege ; 
if not, their delay mull arife from the want of force to Cupe with 
Mr. Stevens’s fqiiadron; anuin this cafe, it was fcarcelv to be doul)ted 
that fingle ffilps, or more, would at any rilque venture witli relief 
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in the height of the ftormy weather, in expedatioii that the Englifli 
fcjuadron would have left the coaft to avoid it, as they had done 
during every monfoon for the laft five years. Thus it became ne- 
ceflary to get poflelfion of the bound-hedge and Its redoubts with- 
out delay ; and then that the fquadron Ihould continue in fight of 
Pondichd-ry through the monfoon, in order to intercept whatfoevep 
Ihips might be coming either with troops or provifions : but, pre¬ 
vious to the attack of the hedge, Colonel Coote thought it neceffary 
to reduce the fort of Ariancopang, which {landing on the {buth fide 
of the river, almofi oppofite, although at fome diflance from the 
termination of the Itedge on the other bank, commanaed all the 
ground between, as well as in front down to the flrand of the fea; 
fo that f-om the garrifon of the town on the one hand, and the 
fort on the other, this quarter of the circumvallation,' fuppofing 
the hedge to be taken, could not be completed without more force 
than the army could fpare from other parts; and even then the ports 
eiVabliihed on this would be continually expofed to dangerous 
attacks; in the mean lime, this extent of ground would remaiu 
open for the introduflion of convoys; which, detachments from 
the fort of x^rlancopang, if taken, might eafily intercept. The 
■ force of the Englllh army before the town, exclufive of garrifons 
and detachments, was 2000 Europeans, and 6000 natives, either 
horfe or Sepoys. If Ariancopang were attacked by a detachment, 
the number reqtiifite, of 800 Europeans, would leave the main 
body fcara-ly a match for the whole of the enemy’s force, if col- 
le(rted to attack them, v/ho doubtlefs would make the effort. If 
Ariaucopai'ig were inverted by the whole array, theymurt move from 
the advantageous ground between VlJlenore and Perimbe, which 
would leave all to tlie north of Pondicherry o;and admit the 
French army then lo detach a force, which, joined with the party 
already at Gingee, would he able to drive Prefton from Rattlagrai a-r 
non, and bring in, if not the whole, at leaft a confiderable part 
'>f tti conv'W coll ' ftcd there. Thefe grounds and circumftances Mr. 
Pigot o prcil-nt- d in a memorial to Admiral Stevens, and, in (On- 
of ihciii, requefted that he would land all the marines of 
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the fqundron, to enable the army to attack Ariancopang, and take 
pofleffion of the bound-hedge; and that he would determine to re¬ 
main on the coaft witli the whole fquadron, through the monfoon. 
Mr. Stevens was very loth to deprive his flaips of their marines dur¬ 
ing the expeftation of an engagement with the enemy’s fquadron, 
but at length acquiefeed to the neceflity and importance of the fer- 
vice they might render on fhore; and promifed without hefitation 
that his fquadron fhould not quit the coaft until compelled by irre- 
fiftibie neceflity. Accordingly, the marines were landed at Cudda- 
lore on the 27th ; they were, Including officers, 422 Europeans. 

The Myforeans, as foon as they arrived before Trinomaly, made 
an attack on the pettah, in which they were repulfed with the lofs 
of fifty pr fixty men : but continued to inveft the place. Captain 
Prefton, on intelligence of their intention, feat oft on the 2ad two 
companies of Sepoys from Ratlagrammon, who, by bye ways in the 
mountain, got into the fort on the 26th ; and the day alter, the 
enemy in greater force than before made Ciiother aflliult, in which 
they were again beaten oft^ with the lots of lixty men, and an of¬ 
ficer of diftinftion ; the garrifon fallied as they retreated, and obliged 
them to abandon two field-pieces, which they had brought up and 
■ufed in the attack. The whole raifed the fiegc immediately, and re¬ 
turned to Thiagar. 

Two hundred Europeans, with fome Sepoys, and two guns, 
inarching round the Red-hill in the night of th'" 23d, tfeaped tfie. 
interruption of the Englifli guards, and arrived the next day at 
Glngee; from whence they fet out again in difterent parties, efcort- 
Ing 2000 bullocks loaded with provifions ; of which lomc were dil 
perfed by Prefton as they were coming out of the hills ; and 300 
were taken, when advanced within a fluv miles of the Englilh camp, 
Vy a detachment of Ser-oys and black liorfc, fent out to look tor 
them; and none got into Pondicherry : but as all that had been 
attacked had been met in the night, the efcorts regained Gingec m It'a 
v* ry little lofs. Three or four tlioufaild more bullocks m ere rc.u!> t ' 
be fubftituted as the convoys fent might fail, and it was now deter¬ 
mined to fend the wliole of this collcftion together, inuler the 
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Jdrongeft efcort that could be rifqued abroad : accordingly Mr. Lally 
detached too of the French cavalry and feveral more companies of 
Sepoys from Pondicherry, to join the troops already at Gin gee ; 
fo that one third of his whole force was now employed in this 
fervice; and he had by much follicitation, and by inducemenfs- 
of which we are ignorant, prevailed on- the Ti'Ivloieans to lend back 
800 of their horfe to Gingee, who were llkewife to accompany the 
convoy ; and this body of horfe arrived there at the fame time as 
the laft detachment from Pondicherry. Intelligence was received 



on 


v,i. the 29th, that the convoy with the whole efcort iptended to 
fet out from Gingee in the enfuing night; on which, difpofitions 

were made to oppofe their paflage. 

The wl.ole of the Red-hill is interfeaed by winding dales, in 
which troops may march unperceived until met within them, or dif- 
covered from the rifmg grounds above ; in the middle of the gene¬ 
ral plot of the Rcd-hlll, hands one eminence liigher than any of 
tiic others, and called from the trees it bears, the Tamarind grove: 
this hillock has dales on each fide of it, which join with others^ 
leadhi'T from the plain of the country on the outfide of the Red-hilL 
to the^N.w. at the fartheft diftance from the Englilh camp, from 
the left of which fhoiildered under the extremity of the Rcd-hlll at 
Perimbe, the Tamarind grove was two miles to the n. e. and it wa^ 
three to the N. w. of Pondicherry. This fituatlon being central for 
the iaterniptlon of troops marching through the dales of the Red-hill,, 
either to or- from Pondicherry, Colonel Coote, who, by his continual 
cy.curfions, knew all tlie ground in the adjacencies of his camp, or¬ 
dered a redoubt ro be raifed there, which was linhhed in the day. Left 
the convoy fttould attempt to make tlieir way to the fouth of the 
river of Ariancopang, the whole body of mariiits, which were ftill 
remaining at Chiddakre, were ordered to march lorac mile.s from 
thcilcc along the river Paliar, and to advance fix companies of Se¬ 
poys beyond them towards Trivadi; whllft fcouts from the camp 
patroled bc^tween t he two rivers; and, to watch the convoy if com- 
,„jr by the dirt cl road from the weft, Icverft companies of Sepoys 

from Valdorc proceeded along it towards Gingee. The convoy let 
y out 
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'out from hence on the l^yth, the clay appointed; but Captain Prcflon 
having two days before taken a mud fort, called Penamalee, fituatcd 
at the opening of the hills, polled a llrong guard there, which the 
enemy millaking for the whole of his force, retired again, and after¬ 
wards hearing of the difpofitions made from the Euglilli camp, re- 
folved to proceed as before in feparate trocip3. 

On tlie ad of September arrived at Cuddalore three of the King’s 
Ihips, convoying feveral of the Company’s from England. Of the 
men of war two were the America, and Medway, each of 6o guns, 
which compleated the fquadron before Pondicherry to 17 tail of 
the line. In the Company’s Ihips were part of a Highland regiment, 
flipplied by the government, in addition to the troops it had already 
fent to India. 'Phefe miglity aids witnelied in this quarter of the 
globe, as ecjual eflbrts, wherefrever neceflary, in every other, the 
luperior energy of that mind, w'ho jioffefling equally the confidence 
of his fovereign and the nation, condu»ftccl the arduous and exten- 
fjve war in w'hich they were engaged agallift their great and only 
rival. 

The fame evening Colonel Coote ordered 400 men to march anil 
invell the fprt of Ariancopang; but Colonel Monfbn, the next in com¬ 
mand, did not approve the operation, although it had been pleaded to 
Admiral Stevens, as the piineipal inducement to land the marines of 
the fquadron : and Colonel Coote, not to dlfgiiil pertinacity, when 
concurrence was fo neccliafy, countermanded the detachment. - 

Mf. Lally received information, that the detachment liad l;cca 
paraded, and fui'pefted the iervice for which It had been intended. 
Such a proof of the opinion which the Englilh army entei talncd of 
their own fuperiority, convinced him that it would foon be followed 
by fomc real blow of equal detriment, if they were not imnv diale- 
ly convinced, that his ovvn was capable of more than naing on the 
dcflmfive. Ho reiulved to attack their canip by finprizi^ on the 
night of the 4ih, and his difpofitions were made with much fVill 
and fagacky. 

In the three ftiips at anchor before the town, wcie 150 Fijiiopoa! , 
mariners; they were all landed, andLafears fent on board. 1 'IkIv 
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Europeans, with foinc Sepoys, were allotted to guard the redoubts 
in the bound-hedge, that all the regular European military might 
fcrvc ill the intended attacks, excepting the artillery men, who 
were diftributed on the ramparts of the town, and in the out-pofts 
which mounted cannon. By the- detachments lately font abroad, 
the whole force that could march on the prefcnt fervice were 1400 
European Infantry, -too European horfe, and 900 Sepoys. The 
hattalion of India -and the volunteers of Bourbon, amounting to. 

300 rank and file, had for fome days been encamped under the fort 
of Ariancopang; the .Portugueze .company, which was llkewife 
called the company of Jefus, and had a jefuit at their head, ivitli 
fbme Sepoys, were .quartered in the Company’s gardens, fituated 
witliHi tlie. bound-hedge in the road -towards the Valdore redoubt; 
tJic regiments of Lorraiu and l^lly, 500 men, the marines of the 
Iquadron, 200, and 500 Sepoys, were in che town ; the horfe were 
diibributed in different patroles. The gates of the town ivere fhut 
early, and opened again at ten at night; and although Colonel 
Cootc entertained fpies And correfpondents in the town, not one of 
them acquired the leaft furmife of Mr. Lally’s intentions, or fuf- 
pefted any unufual operation. 

Tiie marijics and Sepoys marched out of the town in two parties, 
told off in equal numbers of eacli. They proceeded to the Val¬ 
dore redoubt, and in the way the Portugueze company, with the 
Sepoys at the garden, fell into the rear and formed the third fub- 
divifion of this line. Continuing in the avenues from the Valdore 
redoubt, the firff party foon turned to the right, to gain the 
Red-hill, and proceed la it to the attack of the Tamarind redoubt; 
in whicl), if they hicceedcd, they were to march acrofs to the 
left and join the fecond; which followed them, and quitting 
the av'cnue likewile, were to advance along the foot of <-110 out¬ 
ward ridge of the Red-hlil, until they had gained the flank of the 
Englilh redoubt on the hillock in the plain, which they were then 
to be ar down upon, and attack. The Portugueze and Sepoys, which 
were tlie third fub-divifion, were to pro£:ced ejuite through the three 
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the Valdore avenue, dlfperfing what patroles and out-guards 
might be in the way, and to take poft at the jundion of this avenue 
with that of Oulgarry, where they were to wait the orders of 
the officer who commanded the attack, which was to be made by 
the regiments of Lorrain and Lally. Thefe troops, in two di- 
vifions, marched from the town, and through the bound-licdgc, 
along the avenue of Oulgarry, until they came to the head of this, 
village, where.. deep water-courfe crofled the avenue, and had a bridge 
over it, which was defended by a retrenchment with guns. Here 
Lorrain halted, whllft I^ally’s regiment, quitting the avenue by the 
left, marched outwards in the fields to fall on the right flank of the 
Englifh redoubt in this avenue; to which Lorrain was to advance 
ftrelght along the av'eliue, and attack at the fame time.- When car¬ 
ried, the Portugueze company, with the Sepoys, which were thc' 
third fub-dlvlfion of the attack to the right,- were to join, and,- 
with Lorrain’s and- Lally’s, proceed acrofs on the left to attack the 
retrenchment in the Villenore avenue which flood lathe fiinic paral-- 
Icl as that in thc avenue of Oulgarry ; but the Villenore retrench¬ 
ment had on its left a large garden, called from Its owner, Barthcl- 
mi’s ; in which were likewise ported a rtrong guard with feme tlold- 
pleces. When this garden and retrenchment were carried, all the 
troops of this attack were to regulate thcmfelves by thc fuccefs of 
another attack on their left, which A% as to be made by thc India 
Battalion and the volunteers of Bourbon. They were to march 
from thc fort of Arlancopang, acrols the river; to the villages fin¬ 
der thc fort of Villenore; but were to leave two field-pieces on the 
plain in their way from the river, in order to fccure their retreat. 
As foon as thc firing became general, at the retrenchment in llio 
Oulgarry road, the redoubt on the hillock, and thc tamarind 
redoubt, thefe troops were to advance from the \ Ulage in which they 
were hairing, and proceed along a fhort road which would bring 
them to the termination of the Villen nc av-tnue, and exaflly ui thc 
rear of the right flank of the Engllffi cnc.impmcnt; on wlnc.Ii 
they were to fall with the utniort: vigour, in full confidence, that 

flte other attacks would have thrown thc whole camp into ditordcr, 
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hy the uncertainty and dlftradtion of what and where fuccours were 
to be feiit. Mr. Lally, with a guard of horfe, remained at the bridge 
of Oulgarry. Caiculation had been made, when all the troops 
would arrive within equal reach of their refpective attacks, where 
they were to w'ait in filence for the hgnal of two Iky-rockets, which 
were to be thrown up at Oulgarry, when all were to advance to the 
attacks allotted them'. 

I'he (ky-rockets were (hot oft a little before midnight, and (bon 
after the firing commenced nearly at the fame time, at the tama¬ 
rind redoubt, the hillock, and at the retrenchment in the avenue of 
Oulgarry. Tlic attack at the tamarind redoubt \yas rcpulfed; but 
the redoubt on the hillock was carried ; the lieutenant of the artil¬ 
lery and three gunners were made prifbners there, and the reft of 
the guard driven out, nor did they rally; w'-hich gave the enemy 
time to carry otF a brafs three-pounder, deftroy the carriage of ano¬ 
ther gun, fpike up a third, and burn down the battery. At the re- 
trencliment in the Oulgarry road, the attack and defence were 
more fierce. Cohniel Cootc himfelf brought down troops to that 
in the Villenorc avenue and Barthclmi’s garden, and, inftead of 
waiting lobe attacked, advanced acrofs to fliftain the other redoubt; 

3 gain ft which Lorrain and Tally’s perffted until eight lergeants^ be- 
fides common men, of Tally’s, w’ere killed ; when the officers, hear¬ 
ing no ligns of the main attack on the right aiul rear of tiie Englifh 
camp, drew oft*. This divifon, by fome unaccountable error, iiiftcad of> 
adv ancing to the vijiages under the fort of Villcnore, halted in ano¬ 
ther n mile to the limth of it, not far from the river, and in a line 
with the village of Oulgarry. At this erroneous diftance, they 
had not time, after the Iky-roTcts were f red, to reach, the ground 
of their attack, before the three othcis were either repul fed or ccafed. 
Th- y WC’C led by DTIaramhure, wliohad always behaved hitherto 
with gallantry, and specially daiing the march of Mr- Taw’s re- 
iini'icftncnt to Hytltialiad .n Tally, with the 

u ual leveiity of liis prejudices, imputed the failure to a defign, as 
rill cununandcr of tlie Company’s troops, of fiuftrating the honour 
wnuli would have rcdoumlcd on himfelf, had the hardy effort 
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he was making fucceeded to his expeftation. About twenty 
Sepoys were killed and wounded of the Englifh troops, but fewer 
Europeans. Of the enemy,- 30 Europeans were fuppofed to be 
killed, and moft of them either in.Lorrain or Lally’s; four were 
made prifoners, with Mr. D’Autueil, the fame officer -we have feeu 
opening the inteftine war of the Carnatic at the battle of AmboOr, 
in which the Nabob’s father fell, and who afterwards furrendercd 
to Clive at Volcondah. 

The ffilps laft arrived from England brought commiffions from 
the war-office appointing the majors Brereton and Monfon to the 
. rank of lieutenant colonels, wuth prior date to Colonel Coote; but 
both were ordered not to aflert their commiffions whllft he remained 
on the coaft. Colonel Coote neverthelefs concluded that it was in¬ 
tended he ffiould remove as foon as might be to his original and 
eflablilhed command in Bengal, nor did Monlbn propoffi to continue 
ferving under him, but offered to retire to Madrafs ; but Coote im¬ 
mediately delivered over to him the command of the army, and went 
thither hlmfelf, and requefted to proceed with his whole regiment to 
Bengal. The Prefidency remonftrated agauift the detriment, and 
Monfon declared that the blockade of Pondicherry nniif be raifed if 
thefe troops were taken- away : on which Coote confented to leave 
them. 


End of the Twelfth Book. 
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C OLON£ 1 ' Monfon being now mafl-er of his own views, car¬ 
ried into exec:ition au operation which he had propofed in tiic 
council of war a few days before, when Colonel Coote explained his 
intention of attacking the fort of Ariancopang. 

The bound-hedge of Pondicherry, befides its natural defence of 
trees and thorns, is ftrengthened by four redoubts; one on the north, 
oppofrte to the north-weft angle of the town, another nearly weft 
of this angle, a third nearly weft of the fouth-weft angle, and tlie 
fourth ftands direftly fouth-weft of the fame point. All took their 
names from their fituations; the north was called the Madrafs re¬ 
doubt, the next the Valdore, the third the Villcnore, and that to 
the fouth-w'eft the. Arianeopang redoubt. Fidni the VillciKue re¬ 
doubt led the road and aeenue, which pafted througli the center of 
the Englilh camp at Periinbc^, and about a mile from the hedge this 
avenue leads through the village of Oulgarry, in which were feve- 
ral country-houfes belonging to the French inhabitants of Pondi¬ 
cherry, and a church belonging to the jefuits. The regiment of 
Lorraia and LalU% wliich at this time did not nllciiihlc both to¬ 
gether more than 400 men, were remaining in tins village f nci: the 
I'utc attack on the camp. The marines, 3O0 nien, wcix wit!\in the 
hedge, to defend the redoubt of Valdore with the [Vart of tl ie hedge 
on each hand. The battalion of India, conlifling of 500 m n, weio 
ftationed at the Villenore and at the Arianeopang redoubts, and be¬ 
tween them. The north-fide of the hedge, with the Madrats n - 
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douhl", as being ;it the fartheH; diflance from the Englifh camp, was 
truflcd to the Sepoys. The horfe, ftlll only 100 riders, were dif- 
peried in different polls round the limits. The reft of the army, 
which, exclufivc of the garrifon of Gingee and its out-pofts, confifted 
of 500 European foot, 150 European horfe, and 500 Sepoys, were 
abroad, moll of them waiting to cfcort the provifions colledfed at 
Ginsre. 

At midnight the whole of the Englifh army were under arms; 
a pi^jportioiial number from each of the different bodies wore left 
to defend the camp ; and the main body appointed to march was 
divided into two l)ngadcs, of which the principal officers had the 
day before reconnoitred the ground of their »‘efpc(ftive attacks as 
near as tiiC enemy’s out-pofts would admit. The regiments of 
Draper and Coote, comprizing both together 1000 men, 200 of the 
marines, tlic 150 highlanders, with 500 Sepoys, and four field- 
piccos, marched tirf their ground from the left of the camp at 
t!uce in tlic morning, and entered into the Red-lrill, in which they 
Vv'crc to take a large circuit round tlic tamarind-grove, and, coming 
out where ntaivft, were to attack the Valdore redoubt, and the weft 
fide of the hedge adjoining. This brigade was formed into two 
divilioiis; the grciuuJiers of the two regiments led the firft, under 
the command of major Rolicrt Gordon ; major William Gordon 
commanded the rear divilion, and colonel Aloiifon the whole of this 
r.ttnck. T 1 le other brigade was compc>lcd of the Coromandel battalion 
800, the two Fti'uch companies 120, the Bombay detachment of 350 
Europeans and Tojraftrs, 600 Sepoy.?, ami four !lcld-pieces. They w'ere 
to uiarch fri)iT. the right, and jrttack thccueiny’s troop.spofted in Oul- 
garry, and, .after routiivg them, to procce 1 and felze tiie Villcnore 
redoubt. J(dcj)!i Sniilh, who lince the departure of Calliaud to Bengal 
was the firft officer on the coaft of the Company’s troops, and a 
lew days l)ef( re had brcD, appointc;d l)y the Prcfidency of M.ulrafs 
to tlie rank of major, commanded this brigade. The cavalry, black 
■.iH well as wliitc:, were intended to appear before the Ariancopang 
redoubt dvinnry the two other aitacks, in order to prevent the troops 
ih. re from fending detachment.^ to fupport them. 


Major 
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XIII. Attack of the bound-hedge of Pondicherry. 
Major Smith’s brigade, having much lefs ground to go than 
Monfon’s, did not move until four in the morning. The,enemy’s 
•entrenchment in front of the village of Oulgarry lay acrofs the ave¬ 
nue, and they had an advanced poll in. a garden beyond, but a little 
to the right of the entrenchment. Smith, to avoid the immediate 
difeovery of his brigade, as well as the direft fire of the entrenchment 
along the avenue of Oulgarry, marched down the Villenore, 
as far as Barthelme’s garden, which lies on the left: as you come 
dowr. ; the line then turned and pafled through the garden, which 
brought them half the diftance between the two avcjuies, when 
the brigade liruck down through the intervals of fomc inclo- 
fures, which led to the left of the village of Oulgarry, from whence 
they might likewife take the entrenchment in revorfe; hut the two 
French companiesw'erefentoft'immediately fromthcgnrd n tocrolsthc 
avenue of Oulgarry, and attack the enemy’s ad\ anc( d poll on the 
other fide of this avenue; but were not to begin their attack, before 
the firing commenced upon Oulgarry, which l«x)n happened ; for 
Ibme black fellows belonging to the French troops, who wire .dkep 
in the llrectaof i ruined hamlet which flood oppofitc to the ..ngic 


of the entrenchment, awakened at the wheels of the ficld-piec.es 
which moved in front of the brigade, and fled witli the alarui to 
the troops in Oulgarry, Avho immediately began to fire iVom the 
entmnehment, with fix field-pieces in bai bette, and with feme- aim, 
as the day had begun to dawn. The Englifh field-pieces, which 
were of the fame number and calibre, drew out of the vill.rny to 
anfwcr them, and were fupported by a part of the line; whllll 
the rell pafled on to gain the flank of the village of O.d- 
garry: when oppofite to it, divilions were detached to at t ick the < n- 
dofures, which the enemy had lined with troops. In the in- an time, 
the twoFrench compariies, lad by captain Myers, flonned rite advanvx d 
poll ftn the other fide of the road, and lelicd tour pieces ot cannmi 
which were there, on which the party flationed with them retreated 
in much hurry to the main body at Oulgarry, who, difpirittu !>y 

their rout, flackened infcufibly the defence of the endofures, and 
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ceafed firing the field-pieces In the intreuchment acrofs the avenue. 
Major Smith perceived this wavering, figiiified it to his troops; and 
put himlclf at the liead of the grenadiers. Wherever he commanded, 
affedion to the man confpired with duty to tlie officer. The grena¬ 
diers rufhod on without firing, forced their way over the enclofures, 
and fell amongll; the enemy, dealing their arms with irrefiftible Im- 
petuofity, increafed by the difadvantages they had furmouuted : all 
the reft "entered at other parts, driving the enemy before them acrofs 
the road ; but thofc at the intreuchment had time to fpike up the can¬ 
non, and then followed the reft, who were running towards a rifing 
ground on the other fide of the road, but fartlier back towards the 
bound-hedge. The main body of the brigade took jwfleflion of Oul- 
garry, and were foou after joined by the divifion with captain Myers, 
which had killed fiimc, and brought prlfoiicrs. During this, a body of 
Europeans were delcried advancing dirciftl)' towards Oulgarry, in tlie 
plain between this and thcValdore avenue : their diftiudllous could not 
be pcrcci^•cd, and the fiidclm halt of the run-a-ways on the rifing 
ground rendered their appearance vary fufpicious. Meflengers after 
meftengr.rs were font to difeover whether they were friends or foes, 
but none returned before Major William Gordon himfdf came, and 
'vavc an account that the rear divifion of Colonel Monfon’s brigade, 
uhich he commanded, had feparated from the van amongft the 
fund hills in the dark ; and had continued wandering about until 
ihey heard the fire of the attack at Oulgarry, to which he had 
hafiened tt) give aififtance ; but it was now too late; othervvile Ins 
(troi jviight have been retrieved by the Important fervice of Inter- 
1' pthi:’ the rcginv nts of l.orr.iln ami 1 .ally in the confufton of their 
Hitfht "oiif OuIgirrV) \C,o, in this cafe, would in all probability 
have bren deiimyed to a man ; during his report, ftrong firing 
was licnid al ihc Vaidon )...]on:.)t. 

It \v,iS foni - tin' l.el'oic the van of Colonel Mon fields brigade 
dhcoveicd tha ftpiUMlion of the icar, winch hy turning wrong had 
pot liitij vvind’iigK h.ndjjig towards the jtlain ; and Colonel Monfon, 
ar-.r. h •nfive tiirt ihc n 'unctiou could iiol be made nefotc the dawn 
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of clay, wliich was the time cleliincd for the attack ot llic Valdo'-;* 
redoubt, judicioufly determined to rifque it with tin- van divitjo:'. oi g 
his brigade alone. They defiled out of the fand hill exactly right, 
whilft it was ftill dark, at an opening dircittly on a line with the 
weftern fide of the bound-hedge and the ledoubt, up to whicii, toe 
road, wh?n near, leads in a lane between two enclofuix-s towards 
the flank of the redoubt. Two fieid-picccs were in the front of 
the lint, followed by the grenadiers of the two regiments of Drape r 
and Coote, after whom came the reft of the Europeans, and then 
the Sepoys of the divifion. Colonel Monfon knewt lie grcv.md, and 
intended that the line, inftead of advancing through tli-e lane 
between the enclolur^., fnould pafs through the ench.-lure on the 
right, which being a coco-nut garden, was furroundeu hy a ditch 
and hedge of little interruption; and the ground wiihln was not 
only firm, but free from.undervvood, and the ticts thtmiclvcs ha\c. 
no branches. When paft the garden, they weic' to pioccxd ftiaiglit 
on to the Valdore avenue^ wmkh was not far dillant, and, having 
crofted it, were to file down on the other fide, to gain the left (lank 
of the Valdore redoubt; where, if not difeovered, they could not 
be expeifted, and the bound-licdgc hereabouts was not lo ftrong as 
on the other fide. The redoubt had a dry ditch, with palifadoei. at 
the bottom, aud fix embrafurcs, of which the parapet w^as frai/.ccl. 
The grenadiers were to rufti on, and efcaladc the redoubt wdrliout 
firing, whilft the reft of the line were, part to fupport them, and 
part to fpread along the bound-hedge, and to force their >vay thi ongh 
wherever they could find openings, or at Icaft to continue the fire 
until they had driven away the enemy, who were expelled to line 
and defend the other fide ; the two fuld-pit ces were likcwdc to affift: 
in this fervice after the grenadiers had palled to the tfi aladc. 

The day had begun to dawn, wdicn the head of the line :urn‘ed at 
the two enclofures, and Major llobt rt '^Jordon, wh.o, oxccpiing hfon- 
fon, only knew the coiufe of luarch, and was to lead tVn givnndais 
to the aflkult, w'as not prefent; and tlic grenadiers, wanting orders, 

naturally entered the hm wliicli lay bt fiarc them. OIBcers wer^ 
^ lent 
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lent back to Colonel Monfon, to know what next they were to do*- 
Monfon, exatperated at thi.s Iccond millake in the conduct of his 
brigade, ran forward to redlify it if poffiblc, or to put himfclf at the 
head of tlie grenadiers, and had the aflhiilt. Juft as he reached 
them, the enemy difcovercd the line which liad got to the end of 
the lane, within a hunched yards of the redoubt, which in this flank 
had a twenty-four pounder, double loaded with hngraln. They 
/irc;d it, and its execution was terrible, killing eleven men, and 
wounding 26 ; amongft them Colonel Monfon fell, ftruck with a 
piece (ft iron, which broke both the bones of his leg. The grenadiers, 
iifth aJ of being dilinayed, or now hditating for want of order, of 
their own mf>tion, rulhed to the cfcaladc; aiiv"? the officers, of then 
own juclgcinent, got the line as fiift as they could out of the eu- 
clofed way, and led them to the hedge, when the attack and de¬ 
fence foon became general and cxtcnfive ; but the alTault of the 
greindiei 3 flopped the firing of the cannon from the redoubt, wdiich 
oth Twife would have continued to enfilade the troops attacking the 
hedg Tlic givnadltis, althouglt fcvc-rely galled by mufketry from 
aboce and in flank, perfifted after fovcral repulfes, and at length 
forced tlicir way througli the cmbralures of the redoubt, when the 
troop: within quitted it, and ran out of the gorge ; on which all 
defending the hedge abandoned their pofts likewife, and the wliole 
hui lied in ditbrdcr «o gain tile glacis of the town. 

'I'hc n glnieuts of J.Aarrain and Lally continued fbme minutes on 
the rifing ground, ii\ as miieli uncertainty as Major Smith’s brigade, 
who the tmops eft Major William CJordon’s cUvifi(3a might be; but 
remaiiiul firro until they heard the firing at the Valdorc redoubt, 
Avluii eomnrchendtng'the whole dirpofitlon of the attack, they 
mai Cljt.J -mT i'i liafl;e, regained the avenue, and retreated to the re- 
(loul.'t Vbienore, Major Sinitlr immediately followed them with 
his l.i-!;' i'!e, prefling fo clofe on their rear, that they palled through 
th binding of tlic hedge, witliout flopping to defend or reinforce 
il.e iciloabi:; this trepidation caught the guard, who, after dift 
■ehavging rhfc gc ns of their loads upon tlic brigade as it was. advanc*- 
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to* th6 port, retired with the regiments to the glacis of the 
town. Major Smith immediately took pofleflion of the redoubts, 
and was foon after joined by the Highlanders commanded by Major 
Scot, who belonging to Monfon’s attack had forced their way 
through the hedge between the Valdore and the Villcnorc redoubts. 
The battalion of India liill continued at or about the Aiiancopang 
redoubt, having entertained no notion of retreating ; but were de¬ 
ferred from making any motion to fujiport the other polls, in ex- 
pcP.dtiop of being attacked themfelves: this however did not happen; 
for the cav alry of the army under the command of Vaherot, who 
yvere intended to make a feint attack upon this quarter, when the 
other two fhould commerce, did noir appear upon their ground until 
all was finilhed. There was a (mail opening in the hedge about a 
quarter of a mile from the Villenorc redoubt, where a retrench¬ 
ment had been thrown vj), and the battalion of India kept a guard, 
who abandoned it on the appearance of a party which Major Smith 
detached along the infide of the hedge to attack them in the rear. 
The total lofs luftained in the two attacks, were 115 Europeans 
killed and wounded, which fell nearly equal in both brigades but 
in Monfon’s heavieft amongft the grenadiers, of whom, belidcs rank 
and file, a lieutenant and an cnfign were killed. I'he Scj)oys fulFercd 
much lels, having been very little expofed. The French lofs was 
not known ; but they fullered moll at the attacks ot Oulgarry, where 
fome were llkewife made prifoners. 

The Bombay detachment of 350 men were fl4ationed to guard 
the three ports in the hedge, and the body of the army aflunblcd 
and encamped in the paddy-fields to the Icic i>i Oulgajry. The 
fituation was ill chofen, being commanded by higher grouiids, 
and liable to be fwamped on the firfl rain ; l)nt the talents of Major 
Robert (Jordon were inadequate to the gei.eral cornmaiu', which 
devolved on him by the Incapacity to which Coli>ncl MojUian wTis 
reduced by his wound, Major Jolcph Smith aiKilctl that the 
whole of tlie Company’s battalion, 1000 nu 11, lliould remain in 
the village of Oulgarry to cover tin-: three pr>|ts m the lutf 
and that their firorties, which were open, ihoukl he 
Vor,. II. 


1760. 

September, 


gorges, which were open, 
4 


R 


•iv' » 

)Vt I'i lu hcd, 

V' 11 bout 


MINlSr,?^ 



1760 


St;iJtiUit>er4 


The War oe Coromandel. Book 

without delay, ami fulficleut day remained to accomplifh the 
work ; but Robert Grordon, from the falfe fhame of ignorance, would 
not fee the necellity : and in the enfuing night, the enemy made a 
vigorous attack on all the three jpofls, which they would have car¬ 
ried, had not the guards defended them, as dearly purchafed, with 
the utmoft refolutlon, until reinforced by the picquets from the Camp, 
when the enemy retreated. Seventeen or eighteen Europeans of the 
Bombay detachment AVere killed in this defence ; the enen)v’s lofs 
war, not known, but could not be lefs. Had they attacked whu 
their whole force, tlie redoubt w'ould have been retak .n, for the 
guards, inferior in number, had no advantage of defences on the 
fide to wards the town, and the main body of the army, exhaufted 
with fatigue, and dead with fleep, were at too great a diRaixce to 
ha . e come up in time to fliare the conteft. 

'IhA o davs after, the battalion of India retreated from their Rations 
at the h'.dge near the Ariancopang redoubt; but the ufual guard 
continui d in rhe redoubt, -and the ulual garrifon in the fort of Ari- 
ancop.ing on the f)thcr fide of the river. But the enemy receiving 
intelligence that preparations were making in the camp to attack the 
foi t, die garrifon evacuated it e»U the 13th at noon, and as they 
were going otT I'prung a mine, which blew up the baftion to the 
cafl w'ith part of the rampart, and laid the body of the place open. 
They retreated to the glacis of the town, wliere the main body of 
tlic army lay eiicainjxed, and had been reinforced by the arrival of 
frvtial finall et'corts with provifions, wliicli the removal of the 
Englilb army Iroin Perimbe had encoumgvd to venture round the 
R'J Hill ; the guard tlill contli.vh-d at the redoubt of Ariancopang. 

'■J'hc tnaq'" will- b Mabutned appointed to attack the diftriils 

of DM.di.,ul from M iilura, vere 300 horh-, 1300 Sepoys, and 3000 
Peons; biita. molt t f tluni I al full to march from Tinaivcll)^ 
It was tii; middle of July bdon t'l y commeurod hoRilities, 
padiiig by Sholavr'iiHf n, rhoy reduced kvi ral bnall poRs, command- 
jiig di files, bur weakly ganiioncd, iifitil Jicy arrived at a more con- 
fklcmblc loft, r:ii!ud Batiai (ku ta, 12 r-sk's to the s. E. of Dindigul, 
whfich made more rcbR:ui« c; au.d tiic troops of Madura having onlv 



finaU 





I'mall guns, with much difScuIty made d kind of breach, which 1760. 
they ftormed, and carried on the firft day of Augurt ; and inimc- 
dlately began to repair and add better works, but had not conipleated 
them before the troops of Dindlgul were reinforced from Myibre, 
and taking the field encamped within light ol Battal Gunta, in 
which the troops of Madura had kept a garrifon, but the main body 
lay without the walls. 

The equipment and departure of the troops which accompanied 
the JNaboL ’nto the Carnatic, and the fubfequent affiftanccs lent to 
Karical, hac left the government and garrifon of Tritchinopoly lb 
bare of men, money, and ftores, that Captain R. Smith could not 
Viiidertake the expedition, he had propoled againfi: the M}'lbveans’, 
until all thefe wants were fupplied, which depended intircly on his 
own refources, for although the Prefidency and Colonel Cootc ap- 
p'roved and recommended to him the moft atlive exertions againfi 
the Myfore territory, he received no alfifiance cither of money from 
the one nor of troops from the other ; fo that the preparations nc- 
ceflary for the expedition prevented him from taking the field until 
the 6th of Augufi. His force was 50 Europeans, with two gv.n?, 
and four cohorns, 700 Sepoys from the garrifon of Tritchinopoly ; 

600 boric, and 1000 peons armed with match-locks, moftly lent by 
Tondiman, a few belonging to the Nabob, the refi to Tanjoro ; and 
3000 colleries from the neighbouring Polygars, who were content 
to ferve on very flight ftlpend, in expedatlon of ample plunder in,the 
fertile diftrias they were going to Invade. This army prtKccded along 
the fouthern bank of the Caveri, and on the 13th came before Pudl- 
cotah, a mud fort, fituated on the .bank of this river, about 40 miles 
to the weft of Tritchinopoly, which, with other difiiiifis, the Nabob 
had ceded to the Myforeans, when his allies, in the war or 1753. ' 

On their arrival, a report prevailed, that a large body ot troops 
were marclfing from Scringapatam to Caroor. The garrifon at 
Pudlcotah, converting this news into hourly cx'peaaiinn of relicf, 
flood on the dcfeiifive, and having tliree guns, obliged C.aptain 
Smith to raife a battery, which, ha\ing nothing but Ueld-pieces 
to mount, would not have foon produced much cllea : but, by 
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the time the battery opened, the garrifbn had lavlihed away all 
their powder, and capitulated. The lofs fuftained in the attack 
was only three men wounded. The next day Captain Smith, with 
400 of Sepoys, and two Cohorns, pafled the Caveri to reduce Iloor, 
n fort fituated on the other bank, ten miles beyond Pudicotah; 
but the garrifon evacuated it on his appearance. From hence he 
marched againft Caroor, the principal objeft of his expedition. 

Caroor is fituated 50 miles weft of Tritchinopoly, and ftands on a 
plain five miles to the fouth of the Caveri, but near anoth -1 
which fall into the Caveri at tliat dlftance to the north. 7 tie river of 
Caroor was the ancient boundary between the dominions of Tritchi¬ 
nopoly and Myfore; and this conterminal fituation, under the le- 
curlty of a ftrong fort, and its rule over a ricli and extenfive diftrift, 
had formerly rendered it a place of great mercantile refort and opu¬ 
lence, and it ftill continued populous with fome wealthy inhabitants. 
The river continues at the diftance of 800 yards oppofite to the 
fouth fide of the fort, and 1000 yards beyond, turns fhort, and ftrikes 
diredfly ; along this part, after the turning, and clofc to the bank, 
extends the pettah, which lilccwife has the other courfe of the river 
on the fouth fide; but not fo near; the extent of the pettah along 
the river, from loutli to north, is 1000 yards, and recedes from it 
about 5C0, fo that the efplanade between the pettah and the fort is. 
500 yards acrols. 'Phis ground is Intcrfedlcd by two water-courfes 
derived from the river to the fouth, one of which pafl'es clofe to the 
\vi;ft fide of the pettah, and turns along the north-iide until it rejoins 
the river to the eafr and tiui;. fi rses as a ditch on the w. and n; the 
Other water-couric lies midway hetv.cen the fort and the pettah, and 
ftrctclies to the north much fartlur out into the plain. The whole 
of (he j.'ettah Is inclofcd hy a mud wall witli tow ers, but of little 
licfeuco. 

Tin- f 'l t is Iniilt of ftonc, and is nearly a fquare of 600 yards, it 
Ivas Iquriix tuWf i s in tire cur tain, and Itaftlons at the four angles, 
behind each ot w liicli jland:- a Ci'valier, or round tower of folld ma- 
fbnry, which riles ten f - r highcT rjum ihv I'aftion. The whole fort 
ib iuirouiiiied liy a dry ditch, of vviuch. the covutcrfcai'p is faced 
4. with 
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ftone i and on the other fide is lined by the foot of the main 
wall of the curtain, without berm or fauffebrayc ; cxcentiiig along 
that part of the rampart, which extends from the left of the great 
gateway in the middle of the eaftern fide to the baftion in the k. 
angle, and round it half-way along the northern wall; m wlncliT , 
' extent a flip of dry ground, 20 yards broad on the eaftern fide, 
and 40 on the northern, is left as a place of arms, and Ikirtcd with 
a parapet wall, with loop-holes for muiketry; and round this wall 
Lhe d>ci.. leaving the body of the fort, continues. There was^ no 
glacis, but a clear efplanade of 4C0 yards round. The garrifon 
confifted of 800 horfc, 1000 Sepoys, 1000 matchlock-men, am 
a great multitude of collcrics which had been drawn .roin the 
hills towards Dindigul. Moft ot theie troops were afiembU c m 
the pettah, and manned the walls on the appearance o Captain 
Smith’s detachment, which came in fight the 17th, in the morn¬ 
ing, approaching from the call ward ; the river, although it had no 
where more than three fevt water, , was three luuKlrcd yards in 

The .leceffity of preferving the commumcaU..n u ith I nt Kyol v 
renohecl thnt the army Ihoulcl comn.ami tlic riv.r iluiing t k a- 
tack of the fort; which if advancing trom a Jilkicnt point o up- 
oort they miglit Inwc attacked outright at once on the wolltm focc, 
aih’as the poliffion of the pettah would heft Iccure the ever, Cap¬ 
tain Smith prudently made this his firft ohje-a. If the pettah were 
attuM on tlie eaftern fide, the river was to be palled under he twe 
of this front; if on the north or lonth, the attack would be o.- 
poltd to the additional five in ftaiit or flank from the tort; whieh 
Ltvailcd the pafliigc of the river,' as the ground on the c,(lein 
Zro was higher than the eaftern face of the pettah, winch . ■ - 
fended the irfage. Aceordingly the attack was made on tins 
ft 1 ^ 'I'l' field pieces wt VC polled in the higher groniul. 1 he troops 

ate fitd into three elivifil.os. The cavalry compofed the 1 , u ; 
the auxiliirv foot the right; the Sepoys and Europeans the uniu. 
All:"mr^ the river in this ov.lcr, fupported hy a hillk liry lon, .lie 
artillery. The enemy I'amcl dilpolal to dilpuh the l«l’»i'h' 7 




1760. 

Oflober. 



• OftobcT* 


The War of Coromandel. Book 

/rotii tlic rampart of the pettah kept up a conffant but ill-dire< 3 :ed fito 
agaiuft the center diviiion ; but the cannon-fliot penetrating through' 
their parapet did much execution, and feeing the columns to the 
right and left far advanced in the bed of the river, they became ap- 
prchenfive that their retreat to the fort might be expofed to.thefe 
bodies of horfe and foot on each hand ; and abandoned the defence, 
returning to the fort before cither of the columns had croffed the 
river; but they had killed and wounded Ibme Sepoys in the naflage. 

The plunder was given up to the troops without referve * Dul ilidy 
found little of any value, excepting grain, of which the whole crop 
of the country was in the town, but no merchants to buy it, nor had 
the troops means to fend it away. The ftrength of the fort, and 
the fmall ”umbe* of Europeans with Captain Smith, on whom, 
areverthclefs, the fuccefs of the attack naidl depend, determined 
])im to proceed with all the caution necc.Tary to their prefervation, 
lay opening trenches; and more artillciy was ordered from Trltchi- 
noptjly. 'I'he convenience of the pettah determined the point of 
attack againft the fouth-eafl: bafllon, and as ulual againft its fa- 
lient angle: the cfphnadc in this line was interrupted about half 
way between the pettah and the ditch by fome ftraw huts, to which 
the enemy had fet fire, but left the mud-walls ibandlng. The next 
morning, which was the 20th, a party of Sepoys were polled there, 
but a ftrong fally of horfe and foot obliged them to retire, and the 
enemy remained in the poll; the field pieces advanced, and drove 
them from it, and it was again taken pofiefiion of hy the Sepoys : 
in a few hours the enemy made a l’ec(n)d attempt, but were beaten 
off with lofs. The fituation I'cing exactly proper for the breaching- 
batterv, an entrenchment w’as tinuwn round it, and a trench of 
commui icatlon continued to it from the pettah, to preferve the 
troops from tlic fire Cx the fort, which W'as Inceflant, as well from 
their cannoi’ as fmall arms. On the 23d the artillery with much 
difpatch arrived from Tritchinopoly; they were one eighteen- 
jiOiurdcr, two field twclve-poundcrs, one eight, and one nine-inch 
Vijoitar, with five ccl.iornf; and by the next morning the hreaching- 
hattcry Wiis coinpleatcd, and another in the rear to the right, to en¬ 
filade 
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made the Ibuth curtain with ricochet. Both opened at fun-nfe, 
the breaching with fix guns, the mortars and cohorns; the ricochet 
with two field-pieces ; the fort returned with firmnefs, and with 
much vivacity, and the advantage of a crofs fire from the s. w. bas¬ 
tion and cavalier on the left, and trom the mafs of mafonry of the 
gateway on the right. On the 26th the approaches^were earned 
on tc avithin forty yards of the ditch, when the tire of the enemy ^ 
growing ftrong and Cure Capt.nn Sm.th ordemt the rc- 
^fthe trenches to be conduaed by double fap, whiJi 
rvith earth md gabions on e-aeh fide. The fmall number ot Euro¬ 
peans in the detachment, with the inexperience ot inoft of Aem in 
carrying on trenches, and the continual fire of the fort by night, as 
well as by day, rendered the progrefs ot the double lap exticnie- 
ly tedious, inloniuch, that feven days were employed m canjmg 
k, although not more than 200 yards 01 work, to «iibrace the 
angle of the couutcrfcarp, and to Ipring a mine, winch blew it 

“'Tt'wL'','erhbs Ae firft time that the Myforeaiis bad cv« fan an 
enemy advancing uiidet covet to the foot of then walls, and notw.th- 
ftantling the novelty of the attack, they hilpeaed, which was tuK, 
that the fort might be entered by the fame means; this 
with the ruin that had been committed 111 a la'IP ti -fa or count v 

round Caroor bv the matclilock-inm and horte of Tond.man a,«i 

Taniorc, and the whole body ot collcries, who li.id reery day ban 
maSnv excntlions, prompted the governor to ptopofe terms lor (he 

ceffiitfa. of hollilitics. lie began by 

of the h'inp with the bcvly of troops which had JO'""' » 

in 'lie Caniafic. and dcchired Hyder -Mlv. whom lie > 

the author of that all.ancv and cxmehtim, 1 m “ 

wanted a temporary and conditional lunendei. ; 

paffd, in the intervals of winch the attack and del. _ ^ 

nerved; at length the eighteen-ponnocr the "" i' P 
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battery, burft, and the bivach was not y^r pia...u'abl 
duced Captain Smith to agree to the 1 ‘''I';?"'"'":;; ; 

“ anEnglilh ferjeant, and fixty bepoys, fhoiiUl immee.,,l. 
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“ ill poffeffion of the ;baftinn attacked, and the Englifli colour 
“ hoiiled in the fort. That the Englifli army Ihould remain in tne 
“ pettah, or any ivherc elle out of the fort, keeping guards at the 
“ counterfcarp of the ditch, for twenty days; during which, if no 
“ orders arrived from Madrafs to deliver the fort again to the gover- 
“ nor, it was to be evacuated by the garrifon, who, in confideratioii 
“ of their gallant defence, were to carry away their arms and hr-iies; 
“ but all provilions and flores belonging to the government of 
“ Myforc were to be left in the fort. If In this Intcfval an .... op 
“ preached from My fore, the garrifon were in like manne" to evacuate 
“ the fort to the Englilli troops : four hoftages ivere to be given by 
“ the garrllbn, until the conditions •were ultimately decided, and an 
“ European delertcr was to be furrendered.” This capitulation was 
iigned on the 2d of September, and the Englifli Sepoys immediately 
took pofleliion of the baftion attacked. 

Captain Smith in his interview with Boniapah, the governor of 
tlie fort, u a:: convinced that the king of Myforc had no concert in 
tl'.c alnlhincc which Hyder Ally had lent to the government of Pon¬ 
dicherry ; and Bcnlapali having no doubt from the articles of capi¬ 
tulation that Caroor would be reftored to the king, jirofcrred to 
withdraw' the gurilbn to Namcull, a fort 20 miles to the north, and 
tl ierc Walt tlu; orders of Scringapatam, and Fort St. George; to whi-cb 
(..'aptaln Smith confonted under the rcftrlclion, that none of the 
g.irril'on fliould act againfl the Englifli until the fate of Caroor was 
determined at Foit St. Gi..orge. Accordingly all the Myforc troops 
evacu ittd tlic place tin fam- day. The acqullition was valuable and 
impo' iant ; tor, hefides that its rovenue.s amounted to 44,0001, a 
year, it bij-foly .iggra\-irinl the lefontmcnt of the minilfry of My- 
liuT apainA ilyder Ally, as tlio author of the lois, 

HoAilitic. liad coi.-inuct! in tliis interval between tlie M3 foreaiis of 
Dlndigul, and rlu tro('p' ot Madura. '’lAie Myli^rcans continued the 
attack of Battle (<u';t;) twr tix davs, and lia\Iug driven awav the troons 
which fupported it viflioni, carried the fort itlelf by afl.iult; but 
the defence liad bcni maliifalutd with fcfolutio.n ; for in the courfo 
of it 40 Sepoys and 20 horfemen had beoakiikd and wounded; and 

of 
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the Peons 50 wounded, and 40, with an officer of note, killed. The 
r^Iadura troops retired to a fort three miles diftant, called Gadamcot-ah, 
one of thole which they had taken from the Myforeans, and were there 
joined by a reinforcement irom Madura, which had marched to relieve 
Battle Gunta, but came too late ; this addition rendered the whole 
l)ody equal to the Myforeans, againft whom they marched, hcJtt up 
theii camp, took their artillery, recovered pofleffion of Battle Gunta, 
and advanced to reduce the other polls towards Dindigul. 

Ti»e capitulation ofCaroor arrived at Madrafs on the t3th of Septem¬ 
ber. On tire fame day intelligence was received from Captain Prefton, 
that the body of Myforeans,. which had continued with the French 
troops at Gingee, had moved from thence with all their baggage; 
and on the 11 th the French troops followed, both procee ding in the 
road to Thiagar. The preftdency were by this time convinced that 
the king of Myfore and Hyder Ally were at utter variance; but 
confidered, that either they might reconcile their differences, o]- that 
Hyder, as was mod probable,, would predominate ; and in either of 
thefe cafes, other fchemes might be formed by the Myfore Ifate to 
balance, as formerly, the conteft between the two European nat'ons, 
againfl which Caropr in their own hands would be the beff indemnity. 
They therefore ordered Captain Smith to keep pofleffion, ffill with 
profeffion of amity to the king, but neither to give any affiifance, 
nor oppofe any force whjch the king might fend againfl Hyder 
Ally, but rather to employ his detachment fcparately againfl the 
troops of Hyder Ally, if the opportunity fhould occur, 

Colonel Coote was not embarked for Bengal, when the nows of 
the fuccels againfl the bound-hedge arrived at Madrafs, and with it 
Colonel Monfon reprefented the incapacity in which he was likelv 
to remain for feveral months of a« 5 llng in the field, and rcquclfed 
that Colonel Coote might relume tlie coir.maud of tlic army. 
The Prefidency feconding the requefl, he confented, and ar¬ 
rived in the camp on the iiiglit of the aotli ; where he. found 
the army in the greatefl difeontent, efpecially the black lo ops, fin- 
the want of provifions, owing to the avarice of the renters appointed 
the Nabob in the conquered countries, who, fiojclii ing tint ihe 
VoL. U, 4 S pri,., 
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price of grain would rile, fufFered none to be brought to the camp. 
Sicknefs likewlfe pre\^ited, and with the wounded there were 6cb 

Europeans in the hofpital. ■ ^ 

The next day Colonfel Coote caufed the gorges of the redoubts in- 
the bound-hedge to be fortified, and fixed pofts in proper ftations m 
the higher ground round the camp: from whence on the 23d. ^ 
detachnient of 200 rank and file, with the company of p’^'Acers, 
a great number of cooleys and carpenters, marched to a h 'lock of 
fand, which flood half a mile from the fea, and at the diflance or a 
mile^hreftly oppofite to the Madrafs redoubt in the north fide of 
the bound-hedge. Here they were to remain, and raife a large^re¬ 
doubt on the table of the hill, capable of containing five hundred ' 
men. On the 27th in the forenoon, Colonel Coote advanced,- 
with his ufual efcort of three companies of Sepoys, and 300 
black horfe, towards the Ariancopang redoubt, at which the 
guard took pamc, and firing. olF tbe guns before the party were 
within point-blank-lhot, abandoned the pofl, of which Colonel 
Coote took pofleflion, and leaving the Sepoys m it, returned in 
tlie afternoon with workmen to retrench the gorge; on whofe 
appearance the town cannonaded and threw Ihells, but without 
etFea and the gorge was compleated the next night. Early in the 
morning of the 29th, 4^0 of the enemy’s Europeans, with tivo 
field-pieces, marched from the glacis to recover the redoubt, ami 
made various attempts, in all of which they were repulfed, nntil 
they ptrcelved two companies of Sepoys marching on their right 
to gain their rear, whom Colonel Coote, wdio was always early 
abroad, bad font from the Valdorc redoubt; on which tlie 
enemy retreated, but they were going ofF received the fire of the 
Sr who w- re rlicmfelvcs cxpoled to a ftrong,. but diftant fire 

from the town. The enemy had two officers and feven private Killed, 
.and the adjutant of the Lorraln regiment with 18 wounded. None 
were killed in the redoubt, and only one Sepoy in the plain. 
Fifty Europeans were appointed to be the guard in future, as fuffi- 
t j' at (or tl»c fudJeh defence, until reinforced ; and more would have 
2 been 
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lieeu uaneceffarily expofed to the fire of fhot.and fiiells, which con- 
tmued and reached from tfie town. 

Ii. that part of the limits, which is immediately behititl the Ma- 
diafs redoubt, was a regular village of feveral jftreets, called, irom 
its inteutiou, the Blaiicherie, in which all the cloths piuchafed for 
the French company at Pondicherry' were bleached, and warehoufes 
were built in the village to receive them. As tliefe buildings would 
not only afib, i Iftelter but convenience to the Engliih tioops, the 
ciiCnty' fi.fiolvcd to deftroy them, and to firengthen the Madrafs re~ 
doubt, witii the grouiid about it. They began to demolilh on the 
30th of September, of which Colonel Cooto received Intelligence, and 
fa”, the intention. He went tlie next day, with his ufual elcort ot 
Sepoys and black horfe, as if he only meant to review the progrefs 
•of the redoubt he had ordered to raifed to the north of tlie 
■hedge, in which Major Jofeph Smith commanded for the week. 
After dinner, both officers mounted their horfes, and proceeded 
■with the efcort along the ftraud of the fea, towards the limits 
of Pondicherry, as if they only meant to reconnoitre- The bound- 
hedge ceafeth at fome tliftiUice ftom the water-mark, and left an 
opening on the fand, which the enemy had neglcded to clofe or 
obftru(ft. As foou as near this opening. Colonel Coote oideiv'd the 
Cepoys to form in three parties, and the horfe to divide equally witli 
them; but the Se^ys having cnt::rtalncd no fnfpicion that they 
were led to fuch an attack, boggled ; ,011 which ho order d the horlb 
to cut dotvn whoever rcfiifed to advance, or attei^nptcd to run a\\ ;uv ; 
and the Sepoys, afoanied of their backwardn- is, rccov'crcd t'\jir 
■fpirlt. Two of the divilions tvent off" to the vight, one to to e: 
through tlie bound-hedge, 500 y aids beyond the Madrais redoubt 
on its left, the other to attadc the redoubt ititlt, uhillt Colonvl 
•Cooto with Jofi- i h Smith remained along thu Ita-ihorc, tvadv to 
puffi, and gain tli£ niar of the hedge, and all the tl ive attacks were 
to be maile at the lame time. Thc-rc were fome fiu d! piece of 
'Cannon in the redoubt, apd ll.veial guards of S( r'fy.' aio'ig- the iiicde 
of the hedge, all of whkh l^ept wp a conftmt tire, hu! ai too 
a diftance, whilft the two ^rties lent to the right were 
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to the ground oppofite their refpe£live attacks. All bore dowr; 
properly, as it had been concerted. Colonel Coote’s attack 
eafdy pufhed round, and that on the right through the hedge; 
and as loon as within both advanced, driving the guards beCjre 
them, to gain the rear of the redoubt, againft which the divifion 
which attacked it had not fxicceeded, having more difficulties and 
refinance to encounter; but as foon as the guard ^ v the dung?r 
approaching from either hand within the hedge, the;y .oande ned the 
redoubt, and retreated hallily into the warehoules of the bleaching 
town, which flood within 200 yards inclofed with a high wall. Five 
Sepoys were killed, and the lame number wounded in the difler-ent 
attacks. All the three companies, with an Enfign, were left at 
redoubt; C'^lonel Coote and Major Smith returned, the Major to his 
poll, the Colonel to the camp, from whence he lent off a party of plo* 
neers with gabions and fafeines unejer the command of Enfign Mac- 
mahon, to clofe and retrench the gorge of the redoubtbut they 
were firfl: to proceed to Major Smith’s poll, from whence they 
were to be accompanied by a detachment of European Ibldiers : but 
Marmahon, millaking his orders, did not call for this necellary 
reinforcement. In war more than in all the other occupations of 
man, negleft rarely fails to bring on its own punilhinent. 

At midnight, whilll the pioneers were at work, they were fud- 
denly attacked by 400 Europeans, and 600 Sepoys, detached froth 
the town. The Enfign, a Dane, who commanded the Sepoys in 
the redoubt, abandoned it on the firfl: onfet, in which Enfign 
Macinalion was killed •- and the pioneers, lurprized and defencelels, 
efcaped as tlicy could; what Sepoys were within the redoubt 
jumped out ; but the grtateft p.art, who were flationed round, en¬ 
couraged by a Subahdar named Coven Naig, kept with him, and 
gained the plain at feme difiance without fright, where they formed, 
under hi.i diicdion, and followed him to recover the poll. They 
mounted the outfide ot the rampart, gained footing on the iufu w, 
kept it, and continued a hot fire on the area below, elpecially 
towards the gorge. The enemy im|>iltcvi this refolution to 
much greab-r numbers than tiiey expe^id, and than really were at 
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tdie poft, and in this fuppolition retreated to the bleaching-houfe; 
boon after came up a ftrong party of Europeans detached on the firft 
hi'-’o; by Major Smith from his poft to the north. In . the difFerent 
ufllons from the firft aflault, three private Europeans, befides enfign 
Macmahon, were killed, and 30 Sepoys killed and wounded. The 
enemy the next morning erefted a batteiy of four pieces of cannon 
at the end of a lane, which joined the ftreet of the Blancherlc, lead¬ 
ing as \vell r. in a ftraight line to the rear of the redoubt, on 
which they ontinued firing two days without killing any of the 
3i)d then having other occupations they defifled , lome muf- 
ketiy flill continued in the bleaching houfe, but were driven out the 
ney . day, and abandoned the village. 

The acquifition oftheMadrafs redoubt compleated the entire poflef- 
fion of tlie bound-hedge from the fea-fhore to the nortn, as far as 
the river of Ariancopang to the s. e. ; and turned againft the town, 
with every, advantage, the line of circumvallation intended for its 
defence.- the ground to the fouth along the courfe of the river, 
from the redoubt of Ariancopang to the fea, was ftill open, and the 
river fpreading over fheets of land, which were often dry, was at all 
times, excepting in the rainy feafon, fordable; and to fecure tjie 
paffage, Mr. Lally had fome months before ereded a redoubt whicljt, 
he called St. Thomas in a fmall ifland of fand in the river, oppofite 
to the center of this, face of the town, and, about 500 yards from the 
walls. The rains were now approaching, and the redoubt, if im¬ 
mediately taken poffeffion of, could not be maintained by theEngHfh 
army after the river Ihould fill, and as ufual overflow the country t 
for which reafon' Colonel Coote deferred, the redudion of it, until 
the rains were palled. In the mean time efforts were ftill to be 
apprehended to bring provifions into the town ; for the French 
troops, which had followed the laft divlfion 3 f the Myforeans to,- 
Thiagar, continued there; and although the main ^y of the 
Mvforeans had left T|ftagar, no jnteiligmce wa$ yet received of their 
departure to their own ^iobntry. 

The French force which had marched to Thiagar, was 4.0^ 

European foot, 250 feiuppean bprfe, and 1000 Sepoys. The 
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little ariTiy of obfervation, under the coiiimaiid of Cii 
Prefton, was not equal to an open encounter with this force; he, 
however, with his ufual activity, determined to give them all the 
interruption in his power, and ordered Captain Martin, who, witli 
the: free company of 50 Frenchmen, was abroad with the Polygar of 
Ventivalum in the hills to the fouth of Gingee, to hang in the rear 
of the enemy’s march; and moved himfelf with the m- in body c. liis 
divifioii, from Ratlagrammon, to watch their motions Vic avandi, 
left they Ihould turn, and lay wafte the recovered dif.ri6:s between 
this place and Verdachilum. Martin knowing the country, and uiing 
the night, picked up twelve Europeans of die French troops. 1 hey 
reached the Panar juft as it was fvvelled by a fudden flood; and ^ 
liftlng ncve'-thelefs to crofs it, fome of them were carried away and 
drowned in the ftmam, whicli the Mylbreans had pafled with cafe 
before the freflics came down. As fooii as Prefton was arrived at 
Vicravandi, the garrlfon remaining at Glngcc marched and afliuilt- 
ed Ratlagrammon, in which had been left only two companies of 
Sepoys, who defended the poll with refolution, and obliged the 
enemy to retire^ after they had loft fourteen Europeans killed in the 
attack, and leaving an officer and three w^ounded, who were made 
, priibners. Prefton receiving intelligence, that the French troops and 
the Myforeans were afiembled at Thiagar, returned from Vicra¬ 
vandi to Raltflgrammt^ft, left they fliould return fuddeiily during 
his abfence, and,attempt to move to Pondicherry with ther convoy of 
bullocks which ftiJl continued at Gingee. 

By tlfis time the prefidency Knew tlie caiifc of the departure of 
the laft body of Myforeans fioin Gingee to Thiagar, but were not 
able to account for tb.c march of the French troops fo far to 
the wcftw'nrd, at a time when their utmoft efToits became every day 
ipore ncceflary to efeort the provihons they had colleded, into Pon- 

iUeherry. 

li» the beginning of the ytaf, Balagcrow, the general and rcgc..; ^.'' 
<;hc Morattoes, fent at> army of 8000 horfe, and the fame number of 
foot, Vvlth cannoiij tmder the coraniaiid o.f an officer of fcrvice, 
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mmed Vizvazypunt, which crofled the Kriftna in the month of 
February, and advancing to tlie fouthward flopped frequently to 
eAi.fl: contributions from forts and ftrong-holds in the way; feveral 
cf which, on denial, they took. In the beginning of June they 
halted and encamped at Chinabalabaram, on the confines of Myiore 
to the N. E. and not far from the hills to the n. w. of the Carnatic, 
from whence Vizvazypunt fent letters, lignifying expeftations of 
money, b i .'ofering afliflance to the Nabob Mahomed Ally; and 
others to £1 e king of Myfore, demanding with more authority 
the arrears of the chout, or tribute, to wliich the Morattoe nation 
pretends a right from all the countries in the peninfula. At this 
.time Hydcr Ally, at Seringapatam, the capital of Myfore, had, as 
if in dil’gufl, refigued his employments of general and minifler : lie 
had fome time before concluded his treaty with M. Laily, and font 
olFthe body of 4000 Myforeans, which came'to Pondicherry under 
the command of his brother-in-law Mudtoon Saheb ; relying on this 
alliance, and his own courage, he was fo allured of his importance 
and fafety, that he abided at a town within three miles of Sennga- 
patam, with all his family ol women, attended only by ^00 horle- 
men, who were of proved fidelity and rt loUition. Agents accompanied 
the Letters of Vi/.vazypunt, with whom the king concerted, that 
their mafler Ihould move with his army to Seringapatam, as if to 
haflen by intimidation the hn'y of a large contribution, wlilch the 
king had privately confented to pay. Hydcr Ally fuppofed, that 
their approach would reinflate him in the command of the king’s 
forces to oppofo. them, and difeov^red when near, that the Morat- 
toes had engaged to ieize his perfon ; on which he mounted in the 
dead of night, accompanied oy io no of his horfemcn, and left his 
whole family behind. Some Mvorattoes tollowcd them, wliom he 
out-flrlpped, and the next day arrived at Bangalore, a flrong cit^ 
60 miles to the north of Serlug.ipatam. Being the bringer of his 
■..errand, he had time, and found means to engage fome ot the 
officers, who prevailed on the refl to declare they would abide by 
his fortunes; and in confequence they Ihut the gates. From tlfis 

retreat he immediately font orders to his broUicc-iurlaw, to qmt the 
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Carnatic with all the troops under his command, and to march, 


avoiding the Morattoes, to Bcngalore. iMudtoon Saheb had receiv'ed 
the letters, when he moved from Pondicherry on the 16th of A.u- 
guft.; but‘ concluding Hydcr to be in fafety for a while at Ben- 
galore, and believing either^ that a reconciliation w^ouId take place 
between him and the King, after the retreat of the Morattoes ; or 
othervvife, thatHyder Ally might think it moft expe^ent to come 
himfelf, and join the French, foi-the fake of the ccHk , u flipulated 
•in the treaty; he determined, altliough not to return to Pondicherry, 
to continue in the Carnatic, and in confecjuence employed, as we 
havefeen, his troops againft Trinomaly, and other places in that part 
of the country, until he received, in the beginning of September, fa > 
ther intelligence from Hyder Ally, whicli left no alternative to his de¬ 
parture; on which he recalled the 800 horfe which were at Gingee, and 
without felicitation, with an integrity rare in the politics of India, 
requefted the French force to accompany them in order to receive 
hack the pofleflion of the fort of Thiagar, which he without flipula- 
tion tendered of his own accord. On their arrival there on the 
I3tli of September, ■ he fulfilled his word, claiming only on oc- 
cafion their failure afliflance, and three days after marched away 
Avith his whole force to join his brother. The French left 200 Eu¬ 
ropean foot, and five companies of Sepoys in Thiagar, and the refi, 
being the fame number of foot, 150 European horfe, and three com¬ 
panies of Sepoys, returned to Gingee. 

The reftitution of Thiagar, and the departure of theMyfore troops 
out of the province, confirmed t.'-.c veracity of the king’s difiivou al 
of .any participation In that expedition, and the Prerulcncy repeated 
their orders to Captain Smith and the troops of Madura to ceale hof- 
tilitles in the Myfore dillriiSls. Previous to the receipt of tliefe or¬ 
ders, Captain Smith had lent a detachment from Caroor, a'^ainll <i 
fort called Pudlcotah, difierent from that lie had taken liMiis ap¬ 
proach. It Hands nine miles to tlie n. e. of Caroor on the linuii 
bank of the Caaau-i. ITe garrifoii eviK oated it o-i the appearance of 
the detacjjment, who left a party to hold it, and I'cturncd to Caroor. 


T’hc want of money prevented any litiil;.': operations; for, alihoit|jh 
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tlie revenues of the country reduced exceeded 300,000 rupees a 
yerr, the devaftation'of the auxiliary horfe and foot which could not 
he ii^frained, left no contributions to raile. Captain Smith, there¬ 
fore, returned with a part of his command to Tritcliinopoly, and 
on the way fent off a detachment to reinftate two polygars, who 
had been-driven out of their pollams by the troops of Dindigul, from 
whom the detachment met no refinance, as the governor of Dindigul 
had received c us, in coiifequence of the capitulation of Caroor, to 
ceale hoftilities againft the poflefiions of the Nabob. By this time the 
troops of Madura had taken five other forts between Batal Gunta 
and Dindigul, in all feven, and continued to keep poffeflioa of them 
untl* farther orders, encamping their main body at Batal Gunta, 
and keeping flight guards in the others. Captain Smith ai rived in 
the beginning of October at Madriifs, to give an accounc ot his ex¬ 
pedition, and the flate of the conquered country ; and foon after re¬ 
turned to his command in Tritcliinopoly. 

As foon as it was afcertalned that the Myforeans had quitted the 
province. Colonel Coote, to fave the heavy expence of the black ca¬ 
valry, dllcharged 500 of them, moflly thole brought hv Maphuzc 
K.han, which reduced the number to 800, ot which §00 weie ivith 
Prefton, and the reft with himfelf in the camp. A j>arty, with Tome 
bullocits, advancing frorh Glngee, arrived on the ad of Odlohcr at 
'Taiamoodi, a vill.age, twelve miles from Pondicherry between the 
river of Arlancopang and the Panar, intending to pulh into the 
town in the night under the proteftion of St. Thomas redoubt.. 
On intelligence of their approach, Colonel Coote detached all the 
cavalry in the camp, which, hefides the black, were one oi' ihc two 
troops of Europeans, to He in tlieir way; of which the ];.i,ry g*)r 
intelligence, and leaving their bullocks retreated duiurp, the i"gh!, 
and in their return three officers, who lagged hchnui in fh. ir pal. ti- 
kins, were taken by lome black hoiie and Sepoy?. whiJ) v.apt un 
jjaj detached to harrals the party from Ratalgiammon. 
iThc army had hitherto contiiukd on the ground h iv- cn Gul- 
garry and the river of Ariancc’pang, where tliey had .-ncnmiKd im* 
mediately after theluccefs of rla;: bound liedgy. 'rhisground is aUv .ys 
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overflowed in the rainy feafon, of which the ligns enorealed every 
day; and on the 6th the whole army marched off by the left, aid 
encamped on the ridge of the Red-hill, a mile and half nearcx the • 
bound-hedge than their firft encampment at Perimbe, but to the left 
of that ground. The helghth and fandy foil of this fitiiation 
drained and dried the wet as faff as it fell, and fecured at leafl: the 
troops from this inclemency under foot, and large caferns of mat 
and bamboo were built to fhelter them from the or 1 

At one the next morning, firing of cannon and rniilketry was 
heard in the road of Pondicherry. Befides fmaller craft, three 
French Ihips, the Hermione, the Baleine, and the Compagnie des 
Indes were at anchor before the town, as near the furf as pruv'ence 
permitted, and under the command of 100 guns, mounted along the 
works on tms fide, and the flrand, to protedt the road. Thele fliips 
were intended to wait until the flormy weatlier, and then fail to ports 
to the fouthward, and return with provifions, of which the preven¬ 
tion would in that feafon become precarious, even fhould.the Eng- 
lifh fquadron be able to continue In fight of Pondicherry. Mr. Ste- 
v«’ns had for tome time determined to cut them out of the road. His 
fquadron always continued at anchor before Cuddalore. A fortnight 
before the prefent, a night had been fixed; but the fliips beginning 
to hoifl: out their boate before it was dark, they were perceived by 
telefcopes from Pondicheriy; and men were immediately fent from tli^ 
/bore to reinforce the French fliips; which was likeivife difeovered by 
the fquadron, and obliged Mr. Stevens to defer the delign, until the 
enemy’s fufpicior.s Ihould have ccafed. In the mean time the Tyger 
of 60 guns was fent to continue near Pondicherry, and anchored a 
little to the fouth, two miles from the fliorc. On the night of the 
6th, the enterprize was rtfumed. The boats, fix and twenty, were 
hoiited out after dark, and manned with 400 fiilors, moflly volun¬ 
teers, and failed to the Tvger, where all aflenibled at 12. Soon after 
they perceived the lights m the great cabbiu of the near<='f’, .'l.ip, 
rht Hermione, txtlnguiflied, and concluding tliat the officers were 
sremi to red:, let tiff for the attack. I'hc boats moved iii ttvo divl- 
!ions, one allotted to the Hermionf., the other to the next (hip, the 
A Baleine; 
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Baleine ; the attack of the Compagnie dcs Indes was to depend on 
the fuccefs of thefe, To prevent deviation, the boats of each divi- 
ficn moved in a line, hplding to one other by ropes. The niches 
of the oars were covered with frefh fheep-fkin, to prevent creaking. 
The watch-word by which the men were to know one another in 
the attack, was Cathchart, a found which few Frenchmen can pro¬ 
nounce, It lightned continually, as ufual in the nights before the 
change of if ;.- monfoon ; nevcrthelefs, the divifiou to theHermione 
got within piftol-lhot of her hern, before they were difeovered; 
when the boats feparating, ranged up equally on each fide of the 
flhp, and two went forward to the bows to cut the cables. During 
th s approach, all hands in the fhips were up, and firing mulkctry 
on the boats, and (hot came from t^ve guns of the rnmpagule dcs 
Indes, which lay to command both the other {hips. The Hermione 
%yas boarded in as many parts as there were boats round her. The 
crew, which were 70 Europeans, bchai^ed well,, defending them- 
felves and the {hip with pikes and pitlols, when the attack came 
hand to hand. The man who fir{l attempted to cut the cable had 
his head cut otT by an officer ifanding to guard it in tlie bows; never- 
thclefs numbers prevailed, and the crew were all driven or tumbled 
down the hatch-ways ; for no concert of furrender could take j^lacc, 
or be trufied. As loon as they were all down, the hatches were 
clofed and centinels fixed over them, and then the mizen topliiil, 
the only fail bent, was fet to carry off the {hip, which feveral 
boats were likcwife ready to tow; but by this' time, the Ihore, 
which had waited until the firing of the attack had cealld in the 
Ihip, began a violent cannonade, of which the lightning direifed 
the aim; and (hot continually ftruck : one dellroyed the wheel of the 
rudder, killed the two men who were ftccring, and cut the tiller 
»’opc. The pritbners confined below deterred every one from going 
down into the gun-room to fix another rope to the rudder, and the 
fiiil was not fufficient to {leer the {hip; the boats remained 
the only means of carrying her off, and they tugged with I’uch 
violence, that they continually fnapt the towing ropes. Mean 
while the fire continued from the (bore. At length, ibme imagined 
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that the fhlp had no motion, and refiftcd by a cable and anchor 
concealed under her keel; on which the officer who commanded 
the attack, refolved to leave her. The prifoners below were told, 
that it was determined to let her on fire, on which they came up 
readily to be carried off in the boats, which rowed away with them 
to the Tygcr. When arrived on board, the captain, Digby Dent, 
laid he ihould fend his own men, if the divilion did not imme¬ 
diately return to bring off the fliip. This fpirited reluk’ prevailed, 
all the boats fet off again and met the fhip half a nile nearer; 
for the land-wind had fprung up and was driving her out. 

The difpofitions for the attack of the Baleine, were the fame, and 
fucceeded more eafily. The crew made little refillance ; only t yo 
men were killed before they furrendered. The rudder of the fhip 
was afhore, but feveral fails wei ^ bent to the yards which fufficed 
to move and fleer her, and fhe was brought, and anchored near the 
Tygcr, before the Baleine came up. No attempt was; made on the 
Compagnic des Indes. 

By this time the want of provifions prefled fb hard, that Mf. 
Lally affembl' .1 a general council, and propofed the immediate 
expulfion of tlie black inhabitants, who reprefented that their 
fidelity alone to thofc who might condemn them to this fevere ca¬ 
lamity, had left it in their power to infli£l it: by their removal, 
likewife, all the Europeans would be deprived of their domeAitfj 
and from thefc conliderations the afjembly broke up witho;-’*' de- 
cifion; but foine from fear of the other inconveniences of the 
blockade during the fh l iuy weathev, ; -queflcd permiffion of Colonel 
Cootc to fend away l iJir familic-, eiJicr to the Danifh or Dutch 
fettlements on thecoa'i, which werr rtcutial in the war; and pafl- 
ports were granted. 

Intelligetice was .cceived on the i ith, that the garrifon intended 
to march out a det :• hmi ut of 400 men, to florm the Madrafs re¬ 
doubt in the bouud-licflge, and then pulh on to attack the larg** 
doubt, which the Engl ifh at my had raifed to the north of it; on 
which the piccpiets of s he camp marched, and took port half-way, in 
order to fall on rlu; rear of the detachment: being difeovered, the 

enemy 
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Tntmy .nade no motion, but the next day the town fired hotly, but 
without execution, on the Ariancopang redoubt. 

The winds had for fome days veered and ftrengthened ; and on 
the 22d and 23d, the two Admirals failed out of the road of Cud- 
dalore with all the (hips, excepting four, which two days after, on 
fufpicion of ftormy weather, went away likewife. Their departure 
was unexpeaed, becaufe contrary to Mr. Stevens’s declaration,^ that 
he would nou quit the coaft until compelled by the utmoft ne- 
ceflity v.’hich had not yet come. As foon as they difappeared, the 
Complgnie dcs Indes, and a (loop which was in the road, prepared 
as had been forefeen to put to fea. I'he (hip failed on the 30th to • 
bring provlfions from Tranquebar, and the (loop armed with (evcral 
guns was intended to cruize in the offing for the gram-boats, which 
at this feafon of the year come w t!, the wind and current rrom the 
northern to the foutheni parts ot the coall, and generally ai m 
fight of the (liore.. The four men of war which left Cuddalore on - 
the 2 id, anchored on the ift of November off ot Alamparvala, 
from lienee they fell down on the 14th to the road of I ondiclierry, 
and gave information, that Mr. Stevens w’as gone '^ti tic 
^2 (hips Of the fquadron to refit them in the baj- 

Cap^tain Prefton, on the i8th of Oaober, detached fome black 
horfe^and Sepoys from his poll at Ratlagnimmon, who i^me back 
with 400 head of cattle of thole collected by the b rench, which 
wer^ grazing in the country round the pettah of Gingee. The de¬ 
tachment w!s neither oppofed or purfued, although a conhdcrable 

party of the.French troops was then in the pettah ready to march 
This party moved on the 2ifi; they were 200 Europeans and 
CoffreL, loo Sepoys, 100 European, and as many 
They croffed the river Panar on its decline, and on then <uii| a 

Thiiar, a detachment larger than their number was ^ 

marched away, to attack the thrt of Chandamungalum, 
half-way towards Trinomakc : the fort was gan Honed by i 
fi;e coiianiesof Sepoys, with a E/wopeaus from Ch.tt^et 
who repulfed the affault with uncommon ability, having U 

ten EurVans and 40 Sepoys, and tvomulcd 50 Sepoys » 
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bodes; after which the French ixirty attempted nothing more, bnt 
returned to Thiagar. 

Captain Prefton, on the flift intelligence of tlielr motion from 
'Gingcc, fet out, as betbre, to follov/ them with the greatefl part of hiS 
force from Ratlagramnion, but when arrived on the 34th near Villa- 
jjorum, found the rh/er 1 welled, arid continued on t]^e bank, in CRpe^la- 
tiou of its fall; and on the tftof November, the garrilbn ofGingce^ 
being ftronger than the force he had left at Ratlagramn.on, again 
detached a party of 35 European horfe and 20 foot with three com¬ 
panies of Sepoys and fame black cavalry, to drive away all the 
cattle about this place, which by the late captures and purchafes 
made tor the camp were many herds. Captain Robert Fletcher, 
who commanded during the ahfence of Prefton at Ratlagrammon, 
waited until the enemy began t > retreat witli the cattle they had 
gathered, when he appealed with 50 black hoi'fc, and three com¬ 
panies of Sepoys in their rear, and followed them fix miles, but 
as If cautious of coming too clofe to their fire ; which continually 
drew it from them ; when, perceiving that they had almofi: ex¬ 
pended their ainnurnition, he aj)proached nearer; and engaged them 
regularly, which they fcarcely fuRainccI, and foon broke, and all their 
Sepoys flung down their arms. Fifteen of them were killed, and 
30 with a Subadar or captain made prjfoners; of the Europeans, 
fix were killed, or fell wounded, and 150 muikets were collc^ed. 
"I'lie next day, Fletcher, witli a Rrongcr force, marched agr-ir* 
from Ratlagrammon, and contriving h^s time, arrived at night, and 
entered the pctcali of Gingcc, wlfich has bul a flight wall, by fur- 
prize, fet fire to it in .. very part, and met no refiflance, except¬ 
ing the uncertain fire of the cannoii from the hills above, and on 
his reiuai lie drove off a greater number of their cattle than the 
enemy had taken the day before. 

The hecpieijt, although {lender attempts and cnterprizca, which 
had been made by rhe body of French troops in the field, in erdvr 
cither to fupply Fon'dir hciry with provifions, to gain plunder, or to 
create diverfioir;: of the Engliflu force, had in the whole expended 
more tdesii three hundred Europeans; moft of tlie reft were now at 

Thiagar, 
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Thiagar, and from the force remaiiimg at GingCe, including what the 
garrifon might on occafion fpare, no attempt of convoys to Pon¬ 
dicherry be3mnd the provifions of a few days were to be appre¬ 
hended. They had loft, if ever it lay open, the opportunity, when they 
Were in full force. Neverthelefs the number of troops remaining at 
Pondicherry, with the defences and ammunition, ftill fecured the town 
from every dang-'-r, excepting famine ; and Mr. Lally not impru¬ 
dently preferred that the troops he had detached, fhould remain abroad, 
where they might do fome fervice, and would fublift themfeives, 
rather than return to confume In Pondicherry the llender ftock of 
previfions, of which they had fupplled fo little. He now wifhed 
even to add more to their number for another purpofe, on which 
I’ll fortune and ncceftity obliged hirr to rely as the llkolicft moans 
that remained of relieving the dlftrcfles of Pondicherry, 

I'he French fquadron, which had left the coall on the ift of 
Oiftober of the preceding year, arrived on the r5th of November at 
the Ifle of France. This iftand never furniihed proviiions fulficiont 
for the fettled inhabitants, and had been fo much fxhaufted of the 
ftores collefled from abroad, by viftunlling the iquadron at their 
departure for the coaft, tliat little remained to afibrd them on tiielr 
return; and this fcarcity had been injudicioufly encreafed by the 
CQuIpment of two veflels, which had been feat to attack the EnglWli 
frdorles in the gulph of Perfia. In this diftrefs, it was refolvcd to 
lOilow the example of the preceding year, and to fend three (hips 
of burthen, under the convoy of the Centaur of 74 guns, belonging 
to the French Company, to purchafe provifions at the Cape of 
Good Ho|>e. But Mr. D’Ache propofed to give the command of the 
Centaur to the captain of the King’s (hip the A( 5 lif; on wliich all the 
captains of the Company’s (Inips of war protefted againft this pre¬ 
ference, as derogatory u-> their own rights; and w’hilft the tedious dit-- 
putations ufual oi\ (ucli occafions W'ere '■•arrying on in writing, with, 
much „t;erhify ai^d little public zeal, the a.iuuial tempeft of the elr- 
meots in this cliniate arolc in the night of the 27th of January, and 
lafted without intcvmiffion and with the utmoft excels, for 36 hoitjrs, 
Thlfty-tv’o veflels in the port of Mauritius rvere -torn from their 
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anchors; but all, excepting one of 30 gung, were ftppped by the 
ooze of the bay from driving on the rocks which fraize the fliore ; 
on which all the Imaller craft were branded and wrecked. The 
ruin was greater on the land. All the vegetation of provihons' 
above the furface was deftroyed. Tlie cattle and fowls were waflaed 
away by the torrents, or ]>crhhcd by the inclemency, and of the 
magazines of grain, wlfich are all built of wood, fome were over¬ 
thrown, and the rch: opened by the wind to the rain. Thiee months 
were employed in repairing the damages of the marine and fhore. 
In this interval, fome few provifions were brought by fome trading 
vcflcls of the colony from Madagal'car, and the iurplus of the ifland 
of Bourbon. On the 26th of May it was determined to fend four 
Blips of war, fiift as they could be equipped, in order to fubfift at 
Foul-point in Madagafcar. On the 8th of June, arrived a veflel 
from France, apprifing, that an armament was fitting out in England 
to attack the two iflands of Mauritius and Bourbon ; in confcquence 
of which, tin. French government had font the regiment of Cam- 
bray, of 700 men, to reinforce them ; and the fquadron, if at Mau¬ 
ritius, was ordered to continue there ; and, if gone to the coaB, to 
be immediately recalled. Thcfc orders determined Mr. D’Ache 
to remain with the greatcB part of his Blips for the defence of 
the ifland, but to fend away ibole before allotted to Madagafcar; 
which, to fave the confumption of victuals, were not to return t» 
tha iflc of France, until th.e 2ofh of Augull: if at this time nie^ 
received no circtlions Ikav to act, (he council of war miglit proceed 
to vhe execution of an/ fervirr, of whieli the condii iim of the Blips 
might be deemed capaldc ; menn'ug to iiirli.i-tc, that thev might. 
If tlicy clK'fe it, go to the coaiT: of CoromaiK’. 1. I'bc Centaur 
faded for M.idagafc'r on the ibtli of June, but the otlicr three 
not in Icis than a montli after, hy wliich time the regiment of 
Cambray was arrived in fevcjTd of the Cdimpany’s Blips from 
France. Tire new' of the Bonn was brought to Pondichv.fy Dy 
the Hermione ami Baltine in July, hut hy il< talning the failors for a 
while on l)0.ard, tin report was kept fet ict, until others properly 
fabricated and given out, perfuaded the colony, and the enemy at their 

gates. 
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^that the fquaclron ftroiigly reinforced from Fraiice, might be 
every day expected on the coalr. In the middle of October, letters 
difpatched from Mauritius to Mahe, on the coaft of M<ilabai^ ai* 
tired from hence; with Information of the departure of the four 
Ihips to Madagafcar, and dubious aflliranccs of their intention to 
come at all events to Pondicherry. Mr. Lally had always legaided 
the operations ot the fquadron as lb unzenlous and indeciUve, that 
he was convinced thele fliips would not make the effort, lie? how¬ 
ever, concealed this opinion, and the intelligence concerning tlia 
fuppofed attack of Mauritius from Englaiyl; but gave out thar tlie 
fhips gone to Madagafcar, and more, might be expected at Pondi¬ 
cherry with the regiment ot Cambray on board. But, delpaiiing 
of the relief he pretended, he perlluidcd the Council to conclude a 
treaty for the afliftance of the body of Morattoes under the com¬ 
mand of Vizvazypunt, which had lately returned from Seriaga- 
patam in Mylore to the coniines ot the Cainatic. 

Vizvazypunt, on his firll approach from the Kiiftna, had in April 
fent letters to Pondicherry, tendering the fame alTillancc *‘0 the I' u mb 
as he was offering to the Nabob and the Englilh; a vague coiicfpon- 
dence had continued in confcquence of thele overtures ; but, on Ins 
nearer approach, Mr, Lally fent two agents to his camp. The 
Morattoe required a fum of ready money in hand, and the cclhon 
of the fortrefs of Gingee, which, hefules the Influence it would give' 
falagcrow in the province of A rent, was the wllh of a aatlonal 
jjoint of honour, fince Ginpe had, until tlie beginning ot the 
prefent century, been the capital of a race of Moraftoe kings, whole 
dominion extended from the Coleroon to the Paiiar. The Council 
empowered the agents to agne that Gingcc flimild be delivered to 
him as foon ns the E.tglilh army r treated Irom PoiKii,dK rry, and 
that <;oo,ooo rupees IhoulJ he paid him when bis own appealed in 
light'of .he town. All the French troops abroad v\. re to join the 
Morattoes as loon as they palled the hill'., and entmed the pro¬ 
vince, If thefe terms were not readily accepted, tic -gciits were 
to infinuate that, although the dill relies ot I Jy derally had broke .my 
fartiu r dxnotflations of alfilbncc from him., the king ot Myforc him- 
Vor.. li 4 U 
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felf would be glad to obtain Gingee on the fame terms ; when the 
Morattoes would be precluded from the probability of gaining any 
advantage by their expedition to the Carnatic. 

But as the negociation might be protra« 5 ted, and provifions, ^ev'-xi 
for a few days, were become of great importance, Mr. La|ly ordered 
the troops abroad to make what effort they could before the rains 
ccafed ; and as Gingee was fo clofely watched by Prefton’s comr 
mand, he directed the main body to continue and from Thiagar, 
from whence, by the dilfance, and the nature of the country be¬ 
tween, tlieir motions would be Icfs liable to be afeertained and in¬ 
terrupted. In the mean time, as well to favc the confumption in 
the town, as to convince the Morattoes that the troops in garrifon 
were more than fufficient to defend it, he refolved to fend out more 
to join rhofc nl-eady in tlie field. Accordingly on the night of the 
I ft of November, loo Europeans crofted the river of Ariancopang 
in boati, und were piocecding along tlic fca-ftiore, from whence they 
intended to turn inland, anil gain their way to the weft between 
the two ri\\. s. expeding no intermption, as the rains were almoft 
continual, and had drenched the plain : but in the clofe of the eve¬ 
ning, a guard of Sepoys had been advanced from the fort of Arian- 
copaug, and took poll on the ftiand of the lea, they fired on 
tlie lirft alarm upon the French party, who, imagining their force 
greater, ami that it luid boon ftationed on purpofe to intercept them, 
liunicd back to their boats, and regained the town: only one o" 
ihc Sepovs vva. kiUed ; the enemy’s lofs was not knowm, but was 
titppofcil t') be moi l/:. 

Exct'fiive rain ftoppi 1 any farther opperations between the Englilh 
camp and the Kiench troiaps for feveral days, during which, both 
(i.nriiiii. <1 ii|tent only on thi lea. To nppolt. the armed boats of 
rii' to'.vn, fonie were ri]uippe(l in the like manner at Cuddalore, 
e/JiK !i on the 7 tit took a boat coming with paddy from Tranque- 
and anotlur g'jing iliitb'r with ciTtcls of value; and intelli- 
■ ing rc.eilvtd that tlic ihip la Compagnk- dcs Indes, with a 
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t'chomu! andfiM ’ i'l rmalln veflcls, were taking in provifions there, 
f oiujnodore Ifal'l-'ui det '.i bed two of th': men of war with orders 
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teize them, and eveiy other veffel which had more than the 
provilions of their own diet on board. They came into the road 
on the 8th, where they found the Salifbury of 50 guns arrived 
from Triconomaly, which liad anchored clofc to the Compagnie des 
Indes, and kept her under command, waiting orders from the com- 
moelore. The Compagnie des Indes ftruck on the lirft fummons; 
and the fciiooner, which was loaded with 400 bags of wheat, and 
fome barrels of falted meat, ran afhore. The fmaller veflels in the 
road efcaped to the fouthward ; and the Salilbury failed away with 
the prize to rejoin x'^dmiral Stevens at Triconomaly. The news of this 
lofs was received in Pondicheny with as much concern as a difaftcr 
in the field. The Danilh government fent deputies to Colonel 
Coote, with a protefi: againll: the infraaion of the neutrality of their 
port; but were Ihewn intercepted letters, which plowed their afiill- 
ance to the French agents, and filenced their remonfirances. 


On the pth of the month, a ricoclict batteiy of four eighteen- 
pounders was finilhed in a ruined village, 1400 yards to the north, 
between the iea-fide and the bleaching town : the Ihot plunged 
along the eaft tace of the town, and were anfwcred very hotlv bv 
twelve pieces of cannon, which as well from tlie diftance, ns the 
parapet of the battery, by which the guns were entirely concealed, 
could do no mifehief. 


On the 1 2th, Colonel Coote received information, that a convoy 
was advaucing from Thiagar; they were 24 European and 100 
black horfe, efcorting 100 bullocks, laden with falted beef, and each 
of the horfemen likewife carried r. parcel of it at the croup of his 
faddle. They crofled the Panar on the 13th, at Ibnu dillance 
above Trivadl, and proceeded between this and the river of Arl n- 
copang; but imprudently loft time in dri\ ing 300 bullocks ruon, 
which they had taken up In the way. At foui ia the morning I'l.y 
came up near the nut of Ariancopang, and were immaliattly iia'- 
rounded by a dvirchmenf of loo European foot, 40 European and 
150 ulack liorie, which were waiting to inteixept them. Tnc 
officer With one of tl>c troopers was killed, and ten, with more (li.io 
half the black l?.orfe, /nrreadcred ; but the other la of the luiicnfaa 
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hoffe puftied to the river, and were ferried over to the town under 
the guns- of St. Thomas’ redoubt. To prevent fuch attempts in 
future, 50 Europeans, with a company of Sepoys, were ftationed 
and retrenched on the flip of fand on the fea-fliore, oppofite to th- 

bar of the river. 

By this time the waters of the Panar w'cre run off, and, as me 
treops at Ratlagramon with Captain Fletcher were deemed M- 
tl nt to oppofe what the enemy had at Gingee, '^aptam 
with the main body of his command, marched away from V illar 
pomm to attack Elavanafore, to which the officer at Thiagar fent a 
reinforcement, chiefly of black troops; but after Elavanafore was 
invefled did not advance to its relief. The only guns fit for battery 
with Prefton’s divifion, w'eie two field twelve-pounders, which are 
too flight againf^ ftrong defences ; but, as the laft thing which is 
done in country forts is to repair them, a breach was eafily made, 
and the garrifon capitulated at diferetion, although they were 11 
Europeans, 10 Topafles, and 400 Sepoys, with three field-pieces,. 

befides the gunc of the fort. 

Preparations h.ad for fome time been making at Madrafs to con¬ 
vert the blockade of Pondiclicrry into a regular attack ; and on the 
16th, the Admiral Watfon, a Ihip of 500 tons, laden with all kinds 
of florcs, arrived, and anchored off the north redoubt, and the 
maflholas of Cuddalore repaired thither to unload her. On the 
18th, Mr. Call, the chief engineer, arrived m the campj to condudv- 


the trenches. . , r 1 1 • 

There were remr.ialng in Pondicherry about’50 horfes belonging 

to the cavalry, for whieli no toiage could be procured either within 
(ir without liie walls; and, a- the grain dicy confunied was fo much 
takru from the fuftcnane.e of the garrifon, Mr. LaJly refolved to 
iind I hem wit h th- heft riders to Thiagar. Colonel Coote re- 
(vrvt d iteilipencc of the intention, but not of the time. At two 
o’clock in tlic morning of the 2ifl:, 200 grenadiers, with the horfe- 
mni, pallid the river on raft.-;, n-:.,r rlic bar, oppolite to the re^ 
tri nchcd euard on the fpit ul foid, from ulilch the Europeans had 
b.xn ./i 1 raw 11? rrnl only the Sepoys were remaining ; on whom the 
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r^nch grenadiers immediately advanced, and gave their fire, vvhilft 
the horfemen went off as faff as they could over the plain, tak ng the 
road to Trivadi. On the alarm, the pickets of horfe uv the camp 
moanted, and croffing the river, which chanced to be fordable at 
Villenore, went in purfuit, and took thirteen, whofe horfes were too 

feeble to keep pace with the others. 

Major Prefton, following his fuccefs, marched from 
againft a fort called Rilhavandum, which ftands 15 miles to the 
N E. of that place; it furrendcred to him, after little reihlance, on 
die ’2d : the garrifon confifted of 200 Sepoys, and hve Europeans. 
From hence he marched againft Chacrapollam, a mud fort, 15 miles 
north of Thiagar; which furrendcred to him without making any 
defence; for the garrifon was only a company of Sejioys, with a ler- 
ieant. In the mean while, the French troops remaimrg atGingee, ex- 
clufive of the garrifon there, went againft Chittamoor, a fort to mile, 
to the s. E. and were repulfcd, with the lots ot 20 Sepoys and tour 

The landing of the ftores from the Admiral Watfon uad been m- 
peded by the defertion of the boatmen, who ran away, hccaule they 
Ld not bee., reguU.ly pai.l! but tbc blockade con,„u,fd tv.th tl.c 
utmoft vigilance, and nothing, linee the lift convoy, had 
M r-t in by land ; (bvcral boats connng Iron, the louthnard, n.tl 
i--|, provilioL and arrack, were intc-cepted by armed boats rq.np|vd 
., rr,-icotah. The enercafmg dillrcfs deternnned Mr, Lall; to eoit- 

fult nothing anv longer bnt ricccinty ; and on the a7th, he liniicd 

ol rrf the pates' all the blacks renaining in tire tonn, caccptrng a 
few ,vho ,vcrc don^ftics to the prhrcipal rnh..b,trr.>ts. 1 

C I fK ind CVc'l'V IWC, wailCiLlcd 

/.vnfllM wore 14-00, of both loxc-s, ana cv(.i \ Jo'-< . . , 

inUilies and companies towards ail parts of the limits, lu puig the 
merev of being fulf-Ll to puff au ay ; but they were every nv .cm 
ftopped by the -advanced Sepoys, and ordeal to go back on wIik r 
they rethed, and affembl. d round th • toot ot tlv, glacis, u gging 
admittance, and many of them attempting to p.iG oiv, mU il.c 
covered way, were fired upon by the mull:rtr> ami c iniion, 
were killed. At night they were filler; b'at the next c ..y, n c o 
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fix more, they repeated the fame importunities to the town and the 
Englifh pofts, and received the fame repulfes. Examples of this 
feverity rarely occur; and in civilized war is never exercifed but with 
the utrnoll: reluftance. At length Colonel Coote, finding Mr. Lally 
inflexible, let the whole multitude pafs. Their only fuflenance, ex¬ 
cepting the little they had brought out of the town, ferreted about 
their [)erlbns, had for eight days been the roots of grafs they picked 
up in the fields, in which they lay. They were all extenuated by 
famine, and few had homes or friends to go to; nevcrthi^lefs their 
thanks were incxprefiilrle, even for this chance of prefervation. 

The Nabob was jn efent at this afl of mercy, and concurred in it. 
He left Arcot on the 15th of November, and went to Madrafs to 
confer a few hours with Mr. Pigot, from whence he arrived in the 
camp on the 3d of Decembt''. On the 2d and 3d, two veflels, a 
(loop, and a pinnace remaining at Pondicherry, failed away for Tran^ 
qutbar, but the pinnace was taken by the boats of Devicotah. 

Four ricochet batteries, which were firfi: to open againfi: the town, 
Were linlfhed on the 8tli. We have already given Ibme defeription 
of Pondicherry, when attacked by Mr. Bofeawen in 1748. All the 
baflions remained in their firft form, which, for a town of this fize, 
was very confined; but counter-guards had been made before three 
of them, and raveluis raifed before the three gates to the land ; a 
rampart of earth had been added to the curtains, which before were 
only walls of brick five feet thick. A wet ditch had been compleate"! 
on the tlircc lides to the land, excepting in an extent of zooyaid., c. 
the fouth fide towards the fea, where the ground riling higher re- 
qulivd a deeper excavarion, whicli for this rcafon, as being more la¬ 
borious and cxj^ciifivt, had not yet been dug; to the extremity of 
tlu;. higlier ground wdiere the ditch ccafid, came a large creek from 
the river of Ariancopnng, which fupplied tlic ditch all round with 
water. *^1 he hem within tlie ditch was 35 feet broad; thacevered 
way was narrow^, and the glacis not fufficiently raifed. The face to 
tlie - ail being within a few yards of the furf, and expofedonly to an 
cfcalade by lurjirize, had ?io ditch, but its curtain was flanked by 
projehing batteries, winch likewife commanded the road. The ci¬ 
tadel 


MiNisr^^ 


XIII. Blockade of Pondicherry. 

tadel was a pentagon with five baftlons, but too fmall to endure 
bombardment; two of its baftions over-looked the eaft curtain, 
and added to the fire on the fea. The town was veiy commo- 
dioufiy laid out in ftraight ftreets which traverfed it entirely in both 
direftions. 

The ricochet battery of four guns, which had opened on the loth 
of November, had ' -.i fome time been quitted, and the guns ro 
moved to the north redoubt beyond the bound-hedge; becaufe their 
efFe£l: was not equal either to the expence of ammunition, or the fa¬ 
tigue and rifque of the guards. The four batteries wh'icli were now 
opened were thus fituated. One flood near the beach to the north, 
200 yards in front of that which had been abandoned, and about 1200 
from the walls; it mounted four 18 pounders, and enfiladed the call 
front of the tov/n. Another of two 24 and two ib pounders, with 
three mortars of 13, 10, and 8 Inches, was raifed on the other fide 
of the morafs, which fpreads to the weft; it was 1400 yards 
from the walls, and bore, but a little to the left, upon the well 
flank of the baftion in the north-weft angle, which mounted 10 
guns, and had before it, within the ditch, a ftrong and ixtcniAc 
counter-guard, mounting 25 gams. Tlie two other batteries were 
to the fouth. One on the edge of a large ifland, formed by the 
river of Ariancopang; tliis battery mounted only two guns, of 
which, one bore on the baftion next to that in the s. w'. angle of 
bp ‘■:.wn, the other on St. Thomas redoubt, which flood on the 
op])ofito bank of the river low'cr down ; the other battery was 
raifed in a Imaller ifland below the Coco-nut, from which it i^ 
feparated on one hand, and on the other from the fpit of land, 
which forms the ftrand of the fca from the bar of the river. This 
is called the Sand Ifland ; the battery bore tqxm St. Tlioinas re- 
doubr, and on the curtain of the town between the two ballious 
on this iidc ncareft the fa. 

411 the four batteries were only intended to harrats the garrifon by 
a trots fire of ricochet fhot along the ftreets or ramparts; tor none ('t 
v/erc on the perpendiculars on w hich the breaching batterii-f 
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were intended to be ercacd. Tl.ey opened at midnight, between the 
8 th and ,th, firing all of ti.em at thy lame t,me, and tn « 

tlie fi.rnal of a Ihell. A little before the litft volley. Colonel Cwte, 
with “two or three ofEcers, approached towards the glacis^ of me 
north front, in order to obferve what eftba the finng wo. „, pro¬ 
duce npon the gar-ifon. They beat to arms, but w.thom 
and Itemed to have every thing in proper or. -r on their • 

they raill-d blue lights in difierent parts of the t.,wn, but did not 
fire a fliot. Captain Fletcher, r ho was with the Colonel, very im- 
prudentb. quitted him without notice, and went to the fwt of the 
elacis, where he fell in with the centinel of an advanced guard of 
&poy5, wlio.li he fcized and difarmed, and was bringing off; when 
the guaid, lieamig the ftmgglc, ran Into the covered way from 
whe.KC immcdi.nely came a ho, fire ot niulketry upon Colonel Cootc s 
party ; but Flctclier brought oi 7 the Sepoy, who gave no intelli- 

oiMice but what better kiiown before. 

The batteries ccafccl before dav-break, and the guns were kept 
nialkcd until the afternoon, when they tecommciiccj, and the town 
returned with great vivacity, but the firing ccafecl on botli tides in 
two hours. Tlic two liattciics to the li.uth prevented the enemy 
from Iniinchiiig a large boat w hich they had fitted on the Ihote near 
the bar, and drove them Ukewife from tlieir guns in St. ihontiass 
vedoubt, whidi were only mounted in barbette. 

The firjiif continued in the lix following days, but was every 
day iviKWCfi at a d.lKrcnt hour, and hhed varit ufly, and never 
more than three irr tour hours at a time. On the iblh, the eollies 
ccaUd for w.ini of pou.lcr, and only fired on pirticular occahons. 
In all this cidiiiumptiori, only tine man wntt killed at the halhons, 
'ind verv f w' in the town ; but the pi: pole was aniivored of wafting 
iIk; garrifoil with ra.igue, which, their fcanty allowance of provi- 
lions rciu'orctl them little able to endure. On the loth, a party of 
pioneers appcao dat worka ith great eag* rnefs, to raile and ».on- 
• ejt the !)ni !,)ttri- of Sr, '/‘hoijr.c-,’;; jftlouht pir.'ji. t iMih t m- 

b' ifur s I'lie battery on the laud inand ined to interrupt the”i 
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by night as well as by clay, but they perfevered. On the aotb, fomfc 
powder ^yrived in a veffel from Madrafs, and the enfilade and honi- 
hardment recommenced from all the batteries as beforehand Avas 
coii.^aiitly anfvvercd with the fame vivacity from the town. Ou the. 
.23d, th.’ fhip Duke, of 500 tons, arrived from h'ladrafs, laden with 
17 pieces of bavi^ring cannon and their foot, and with all kinds of 
flores for .the fiep , out fo fcAV of the boatmen had returned to their 
maflbolas, that very little could be landed until ol hers wt re aflemblcd 
from the neighbouring ports on the coall, and ev en from Aladrafs : 
this delay, however, appeared of lefs detriment, hr caufc the materials 
for the trenches, and for the batteries which were to diCmantle the 
defences and breach the body of the place, were not yet collccfcd, 
and the engineers reported, that they .hould not he ready to open 
this fire before the third of January ; but the batteries already coii- 
f 1 :ru 61 :ed continued theirs. On the zCth, Admiral St> phens in the 
Norfolk, with three other foipsof the line and the Prolcitor fne-foip, 
returned into the road from I'l'inconomaly. 

The French-troops affemblcd at Thiagar Avere fo much fuperior 
to the little forts around, that they became the tcrn.-r of tire country, 
and their fmallcft parties brought in provillons in plenty, and Avith- 
out rifque. Major Preflon, having no longer any appiehcnfohs 
that the troops at Gingee AV'ould either be able to pulh any convoys 
through the circumvallation of the Englifo army, or even to dilfrcls 
.fo'* ports under the proteftion of Captain Fletcher at Rat Ingram mon, 
refolved, by cutting off the daily fupplies of Tlilagnr, to oblige 
the troops there to employ large efcorts, which he hoped fo intercept. 
He marched from Rafoivandum on the irt of Dccembei, and en¬ 
camped in the evening three miles to theN.Av . of Thlngar. On 
the night of the 3d, all the French cavalry, amounting to 200, 
led by Major Allen, an officer of Mr. Daily’s regiaunt, 
pufoed out of the pettah, and went to the weft of Trinw- 
maice. Being fure of jKOvilioTis abroad, tlLy Inrcudcd to remain 
in tne hills, wairing the event of the negeiciation, which Mr. 
Dwl'y'was carrying on with tlie Morattoe VizA’aiipnnt, nfook' 
troops, if it fucceeded, they intended to accompany to Pondk iu ., 
'VoL. -ir. ^ ^ A tew 
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A few days afterwards, they were joined by a party of loo Euro¬ 
pean infantry, whom, to alleviate the confumption of provifions, Mr. 
Lally had fent out of Pondicherry in the two veflels which failed, 
on the ad and 3d of the month, and efcaped to Tranquebar ; ^lom 
whence, headed by the bilhop of Hallicaruafliis, they ma .ched to 
efcort him to the camp of \'^izvazipunt at Cudapana:am, with whom 
the bilhop was empowered to conclude the negotiation. They pro¬ 
ceeded to Combaconum, by the fame road as the Nabob and Major 
JofephSmith had come toKarical, and received no moleftation in their 
journey through the country of Tanjore. From Combaconum, they 
crofled the Coleroon, and then pafled between Volcondah and Thia- 
gar, out of the reach of Prefton’s troops; but 10 or 12 of them 
deferted, and travelled tc Ti’.tchinopoly, where they offered to ferve, 
but were not enliffed; becaule Captain Smith had at this time dlf- 
covered a confpiracy of the F»cnch prifoners to rile and overpower 
the garrifon; in which the number of Europeans did not exceed 100, 
and moff: of them were invalids or foreigners ; whereas the prifoners 
were 500 ; being the collcdfion of all that had been taken at Ka- 
ricai, Chillambium, and Verdachilum, by Colonel Monfon, and in 
the different aftions at Seringham and its diftrids, by the two Smiths 
from Tritchinopoly. 

The King of Mvforc, not thoroughly convinced that his pro- 
teffations of good-will to the Engllfh would induce them to reftorc 
C'anx>r, fent a large body of troops to the confines of its territory, 
in order to fccoiul the te rms of his negoclation by the appearance of 
r«. ii'-w iiig lioAilitics., if nut accommodated ; and other troops proceed¬ 
ed to rcinlurcc ihofc at Diudignl; from wlienct thegovernor on their ar¬ 
rival marclied, v.ith 1000 lunU', 2000 Sepoys, as many common peons, 

. lid ibmc cannon, againft Agarpatty, the neareff and laft of the forts, 
wliicJi ti c troops of Madura had taken, but having left it orly 40 
.S( |,oys. it furrcndiTcd on tliC 4th day of the attack. From hence 
tin- \lv U-' eaus marched againff Nr raff ngapore, aiiotlicr of the forts, 
lix inili-o f.irthci, ulilch they hkeuifi,; batten;d for Ibur days, when 
the'' were attiickcd itumklvcs by a ffroiig body detached hon. 
.\j id .i i, who beat tlv-w (vff' the ground, and drove them back 

to 





I 





Madura Tjiiivp.rxv. ■■' 


to Dindigul, with the lol's ot 50 men killed and woniuled.^ ’The 
colieries of Nattam, encouraged by this renewal of holuUtk-s^ maido 
Iicurfions into tlie northern diftridls of Madura, and flopped the wholw- 
rpad of .the pafs, with trees which they felled on either aiul with 
much la'^onr dragged and laid them acrofs the road with fo much 
contrivance, a fingle perfon could not pals without continual 

difficulty. ' . 

No events of great importance had happened during the courlc 
of this year, in the country of Tinivelly. The commandant, Ma¬ 
homed Iflbof, after the repulle before Waflnnclore in the end 
of- the preceding year, was, from the want of battering cannon, 
no longer in a condition to attack the flrongcr holds of the polyg.u s; 
and contented himfclf, until fupplicd, with iwflingthc greateU part of 
his army in ftations to check thePulita -.r and the eaffi rn polygars; but 
remained Inmfelf with the reft atTinirclly, watching Catabominaiguo 
and theweftcrn.The departure ofMaphu/e Khan rom NclIItangavilh 
in the month of January, left the PuHtaver and his allies no longer 
the pretext of oppofing the authority of the Nabob in fupport of tlie 
rights of his elder brother ; and they debated whether they flinuld 
treat with Mahomed Iflbof, or wait the event of Maphuzc Khan’s 
journey, who they fuppofed would return to thena, if not received 
on his own terms by the Nabob. In this uncertainty, they formed 
no vigorous defigns, and employed their colieries in night robbe- 
)ies wherever they could elude the ftations of Mahomed Iflbof; but 
attempted nothing in the open field or day. Nevcrthclefs, their 
depredations were fo ruinous to the cultivation, that Ma¬ 
homed Iflbof thought it worth the expence, to diaw oil' fomc of 
their dependants and entertain them in the Company’s tcrvicc, 
as beft able to retaliate the fame mifehief on tliofc by whom 
they had been employed; and tow'ards the end of.AjuH, iinu-l 
of thefe petty leaders, with their followers, amounhug in the w hole 
to 2000 colieries, joined him at Tinivelly, and ruioiiully entend 
on the duties for which tliey had engaged. Nothing, liouevcr, life 
T'Tular fighting happened untill the end ot May, when Caiaho- 
minaigue appeared at the head of two or three thouland mci., . ■ u 
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Etiaporiun, and flood the attack of feven companies of Sepoys, drawn 
from the limits towards I^ellitangaville, by whom they were difperfed, 
but with little lofs. In May Mahomed Iflbof received intelligence 
the hoflilities commenced by the Mylbreans from Dindigul, an»^. the 
orders of the Prefidency to oppofe them; in confcquence of ’ /hich he 
feat the detachment we have mentioned of 1500 Scj)bys, 300 horfe, 
and 3000 peons. They were fcarcely gone, when a“W and unexpected 
alarm arofe in the Tinivelly country. The Dutch government at 
the ifland of Ceylon had received a large reinforcement of European 
troops from Batavia, which aflcmbled at the port of Columbo, op- 
pofite to Cape Comorin, from whence a part of them arrived in the 
beginning of June atT utacorin, a Dutch fort on the continent, 40 miles 
cafl of Tinivelly. Twe hundred Europeans, with equipments, tents, 
and field-pieces:, immediately e icamped, giving out that they fliould 
fhortly be reinforced bv more rhan their own number, and that 400 
other Europeans Ir.d left Batavia at the lame time with themfelves, 
and were gone to Cochin on the Malabar coafl, in order to join the 
king of Tj avancorc. The natives were frightened, and pretended 
to have diflovc. ed, that the force they faw was intended to aflift the 
pui'.-gars ill drlvuig the Engllfli out of the countiy of Tinivelly, 
ami to begin by attacking the town. Mahomed Iflbof immediately 
lent to the Dutch chief at 'rutacorin, to demand an explanation ; 
who aufwered, that he Ihould give none. A few days after the 
troops advanced inlaml, and ludted at Alvar Tinivelly, a town in 
a very fertile diftrift, lituated 20 inilcs s. E. of Tinivelly, and the 
lame dillan.-o w. ofTutacorin; and at the fame time, another 
bod/ of 200 Europeans landed from Colombo at Manapar, 20 
miles to tin- s. c. of Ahvar'I inivelly. Mahomed Iflbof had pre- 
^ioufly drrnvn troops Irom ti c caflern flations, and marching with 
400o'Sc])ov.,, and fome liorle, appeapd in fight of the Dutch t;x)ops 
at Alvai’ T iniveliy ii the cvenisig of the i8rii of June; who, in the 
enluiiig nijjit, decnfoncd in, flrift lllence, a:id marched back to 
Tut.ii oiln ; thole at Abin.ipar went away rhilher likewile in the 
fune '’iiibarkatlons hlcb U'ought tl\eio; and no more was hca-m Oi 
i,, ., id arm. 



The 


MINlSr/y^ 



Madura and Tinxvelly. 


The depredations of the polygars continued; but, - deprived of 
Maphuzc Khan, and hearing how cJofely Pondicherry was inverted, 
they ventured nothingmore: thePulitaver’s colleries continued asufiial 
the •nort artive in the robberies; and to rejirefs them', Mahomed 
Iflbof ag;'n rtationed the greateft part of liis force towards Nellitan- 
gaville. In December thefe troops formed a camp at the foot 
of the hills with^^ chree miles of this place, and Muhomed Iflbof 
joined them from Tinivelly on the 12th; he had purchalcd 
feveral eighteen-pounders at Tutacorin, and had the two mortars 
which had been fent to him the year before from Angenjo, but no 
Ihot or fliells for either, and was moreover in xvant of gun-pt)wder 
and flints, all which he expedtrJ from Tritchinopoly, and, whilll 
waiting for them, made luch preparations a: the coufitry art'orded to 
attack Nellitangaville in form. On the 20th of the month, the 
colleries, with the Pulitaver at their Ii’ad, attacked his camp, lid- 
lying, as ufual, on all quarters at once, and pi^rfifted mitil 100 of 
them fell; but they killed ten of Mahomed Iflbof’s men, and 
wounded feventy, and fome horfes. 

At this time the Mylbreans on the frontier^ of Caroor, al¬ 
though profefling peace, and difavowing the operations of tb.o go¬ 
vernor of Dindigiil, did not prohibit their own horfe from foraging in 
the dirtridts, of which they had conlentcd that the Englilh fhould col- 
left the revenue until the Prefidency and their king had agreed 
concerning the reftitution of the fort. The crop on the ground was 
plentiful and ready to be cut; and as the renewal of hoflilitics 
w'ould only aggravate the evil tliey mcatit ta revenge. Captain 
Richard Smith refolved to remain quiet uiitil the harvell was ga¬ 
thered. Such was the ftate of tlic Ibuthcrn countries at th<‘ cmi of 
the ycRi'. 

The confumption of provlflpns in Pondiclicrry had ever finco the 
rn-onth of Auguft exceeded the I'upplies received. In November, 
when the black itihabifants were turned out, tin: f 'Uliciv were pin 
to an allowance of a; pound of ncc a day, with a inti, meat at in- 
cei^als. In the beginning of December, Mr. f>al!y eauled a flrivi 
Darch to be made in ail ilie honfes of ittelivldual.;, and what eoiu.' ' . 
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found in them was brought to the citadel, from whence they were ^ 
didributcd indilcriminattly to tlie military and inhabitants. Two 
Colonels hitcly arrived from France, men of family, deemed th- 
f ..rob ill tlieir apartments an affront, and font word to Mr. I illy, 
that thev would no longer acl as officers ; but on every'occafion 
a.s voUmteers. But the event juftified the feverity ; for by the 
end of Decoinber, notwithihanding fome V had come in 
by the fe.i, the Ifock remaining in the public ftore was not more 
tlian the conhimption of three days; and Mr. Lally, guided by 
certain information, determined tliat another learch fliould be 
m.rde ; on which father Lav.aur, the fuperior of the Jefuits, who 
knew all tlie fccrcts of the town, prevailed on him to defer it, pro- 
mifing to jiroducc a fulbr'.-i,^y for fifteen daj s more, but gave no 
expectation of farther fupply; but the French agents with Viz- 
va/.vpunt lant hopes of furc..cding in their negotiation; and on 
the lad di^v of tlv year intelligence was received in the Engliffi 
camp, and fon.cwhat credited, that a large body of Morattocs, with 
all the French horfe, were arri\ed from Cudap.anatam at Trino- 
malee, and were going to Thiagar, from whence they intended, 
at all events, to pufli with provilions to Pondicherry. 

The rains had ccafcd fir fome days, and the weather was re- 
ftored to its ufual temperance; the Iky bright, although the winds 
fometimes Arong, which alw'ays, at this fcafon, blow from the north, 
and near the coall in the day from the fea, and at night from the 
land: l.ut on the 30th of December, although the weather con- 
t iimcd fair, a large fwell came from the s. E. and the furf beat fo 
hollow and heavy, that no boats could pafs ; which encreafed in the 
night. The next morning the wind frediened, and the fky was 
clofe and dufky, hut without that wild irregularity which prognofti- 
cates a fl a jn ; and ihis afpciA: did not change tdl noon, nor the vdnd 
enrn af until eight at night. There were in the road eight fail of 
the liii. , ti’io iVigatts, the fire-fhlp, and tlie fliip with ftores from 

M. draf-, in all (2 ful. From eight o’clock the wind blew in fqualls, 
t vvi'v one drong. r tlian the lad, until 10, when the Admiral’s ffiip, 

N. i’.Ui, . ut her cubi , andtlrod the 1 gnal ilbr the other Ihips to 
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do fo too; but the fignal guns were not heard, and the fliips, 
in obedience to tlie difcipline of the navy, rode until their 
>.'ibles parted with the ftrain, when they with much difficulty 
got before the wind, none able to fet more tlian a fingle fail, 
and noi.e without fplitting feveral. Every minute cncreafed 
the ftonn until twelve, by which time tlie wind had veered from 
the N. w. where uegan, to the N. e. ; when It fuddenly fell 
ftark calm with thick haze all round. In a few minutes the 
wind flew up from the fouth-eaft, and came at once in full ftrength 
with much greater fury than it had blown from thi; other quarter.. 

By the delay of not getting early under fail whilfl; the rtorm was from 
the north, moft of the fliips loft the opportunity of gaining iuffici-' 
ent fea-room before it came on from the fouth-eaft. The firft gull 
of this wind laid the Panther on her beams, and the fca breaking 
over her. Captain Affleck cut away too mizen ; and this not anlwer- 
ing, the main maft likewife, which broKe dl'oiv the upper deck, 
tore it up, and continued Ibme time encumbering ever the lidc of 
the flilp without going clear off into the fen, until the Ihockofa 
wave fent it away. I'he fliip then righted, the reefed forolail flood, 
and brought her back into fourteen fathom water, when flic drojipcd 
the flieet anchor; but not bringing up, which means turning to I 'uXc. 
with her head to the anchor, they cut away the fore-maft, i\ hich 
carried away the liowfprit, when the fhip came round ; aiul thus 
rode out the ftorm. The America, Medway, and Falmouth, cutting 
away all their mafts on the dliferent necciiities vvith tlie lame pru¬ 
dence, rode it out likewife, aftea" fliey had anchored again nearly in 
the fame foundings as the Panther. 

The Ncwcaftle, the Qiiceuborough frigate, and the Piotvdlor 
fire-fliip, returning with thx s. E. florm, miflook their tivund- 
inrs, and drove towards tlie fliore, without 1 nowing wb. iv they 
were, or attempting to anchor. The roaring of iho lull was 
not to be diftinguifhed in the general tumult of tiie elk meats; 
and the danger v as not dlfcovered until it was too l.iu, and the 
three fliips came afliore about two miles to tiie ioutli ot I’oodi- 
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cherry; buL* only fovea in all the crews pcriflied, who were knocked 
. over board by the tllock of flriking aground. 

'rhe Duke of Ac|ultaln, the Sunderland, and tlie Duke ftorefhip, 
unfortunately preferved all their mafls through both the ftorn''j, un¬ 
til dioy Were diiven back to the neccflity of anchorinr; and in 
bringing up with them ftanding, all the three either broached to, 
or overi'et, and wfcirt to the bottom. Elevei* hundred Europeans 
perilhed in thefe fliips ; only fcven, and fven lafcavr, were faved 
out of the crews, who w'erc picked'up the next day, floating on 
pieces of Avreck. 

The difttrcncc of the element prevented the deflruftion from be¬ 
ing equal at land; hut tlic ravage in proportion w'as not lefs. All 
the tents and temporary calcrns of the camp on the Red-hill, and 
its out-pofts, were blown to-pieccs. The ammunition abroad for 
Immediate fervice was mined Nothing remained undamaged that 
vvas nf)t under the ,ieii< r of malbnry, cdthcr at the redoubts of the 
bound-hedge, in the buildings at Oulgarroj, or in the fort of Ville- 
nore, where the main flock of gun-powder was depoflted. The fol,- 
diers, unable to cany off their mufkets, ■ and reftft the florrn, had 
left them to the ground, and were driven to feek flielter for their 
own petlons wheiefocvcr it was to be found. Many of the black 
attendants of the camp, from the natui al ftchlenefs of their con- 
flitutioTi, perhhed b> the iuclcmeucy of the hour. The fea had every 
where broken ovtr the beach, and overflowed the counfiyas far as 
the bound-hedge ; and all the batteries and redoubts which the army 
had railed were intircly ruined. But thefe detriinonts might he re¬ 
paired- Bbo great anxiety remained for the other fliips of the 
fquadron, vvhefe flawnc was nor yet knovun 

Tlu: town of Pondichcry beheld tlie florin and its cffcdls 
.u. a dJivcrancc flnt from heaven. The fun rofe clear, and (hewed 
<l;v havoek fprend around. It w.v; propofcd by I'ome to march 
out immediately, and attack. th( Engldh army; but this operation 
was iiT,pra(flKablc ; becaufe no artillery could move through the 
iniiud.ulon, nor could the troops cany their own ararnunition dry , 
■otlv rw Jb rlirc'.. hundred men, properly armed, would not, for 

three 



MiNisr^^ 



' Block ADE OF PoNDICHERRV^ 

Ji^ >hours after day-1 jght, have met with loo togetlier in a con- 
V ition tOirefift them. The wiflt of every one then tunred to cxpcc- 
tavon that the from Madagafcar might arrive in thp inter¬ 

val before the Englifli (hips in the road were repaired, or others 
joined them .from the fea : but the excellence of the opportunity did 
■«ot alter :jVlr. ;L.ally’s miftruft of the refourcc,; and letters were 
immediately difpatched-ld the agents at Puliacate, Tranquebar, and 
Negapatam, ordering them to fend away provlhons with inhant ex- 
pt'dltion, at every rilque, on aiiy kuid of embarkation. 

The anxiety for the miffing Ihips continued until fun-fet of the 
next day, when the Norfolk with Admiral Stevens’s flag was difeo- 
vered in the offing. The (hip, prepared at all points, before the 
louth-eafl: fl:orm arofe, feudded before it with a ftay-fail, without 
-Iqfing a maft, and without being obliged to anchor until the wind 
fell, when in the morning they difeovrred Sadrafs. The appichcu- 
fion of more bad weather made the Adimral puj out again fea ; 
When he met the Liverpool, entirely difmafted. 1 his ffiip, having 
parted her cable, and got under fail before the others, had gained more 
fea-room than any of them ; but the fouth-eaft ftorm had carried 
away all her mafts; foon after they were joined by the Grafton, 
who gave the welcome information that (he had left, on the 28th • 
of December, the Lenox, Admiral Cornifli, with the York, and 
Weymouth, 30 leagues off the land: they were all returning to- 
*gether,froniTrinconraly : t)ie Grafton, after parting with them, met 
hard weather during the hours in which the dorm was raging near 
the coqft. The Arlmiral, leaving hsr to take care of the I.aver- 
popl, anchored in the road of Pondicherry the next morning, and 
they m the afternoon. The other three flilps came in the next 
day. On the yth came in the SaUtbury, with the pri/.e la Compngnic 
disi Indc.L, Uk^wife from Trinonvaly, and the Tyger from Madrnts, 
where tiie violo^ce ,of the had not. reached. N-' mrirc were 

to be eX{Mifl:ed; tor the Eluaboth aiid ♦^he Soullifea-cafrle, want¬ 
ing the-(lock, were failerl. for Bombay, with the two other pri/cs, 
the (Uermione and Baleine. But by this time, the four (idmaAed 
ffiips, although not quite mlittcd, were agaii) in a comlftK-i to 
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aft on neceffity; and thus in a week after tii^ ftorrrx, which had 
raifed fuch hopes of deliverrnce in the garrifoii of Pondicherry, th ;y 
faw their road again blockadeo by eleven fail of he line, and alth'- ugh 
three of them were only of 50 guns, all were manned abc/e their 
complements by the addition of the crews which had been faved 
from the three ftranded Ihips. Their boats cciitinually cruizing, 
intercepted, or drove away whatlbever embarkations came towards 
the road with provifions; but feveral boats which were launched from 
the town in the three nights immediately after the ftorm, favoured 
by the wind, the current, and the darknefs, efcaped to the louth" 
ward. In one of them Mr. Tally Tent away Rajahfaheb, the fon 
of Chundafaheb, who, ever lince the defeat of Vandiwafli, had re- 
fided with his family in Pondicherry; he landed at Negapatam, 
and from theiice pafled to Ceylon in the charafter of an elephant- 
merchant. 

Evc' v: diligeuc: was exerted to reftorc the works and ftations of 
the army to the condition from which they had been difmantled 
by the ftorm. Reports of the Morattoes continued, and the ad¬ 
vantages of the prefent opportunity increafed the apprehenfions of 
their attempts to throw provifions into the town. The bound hedge 
and its redoubts remained as before a fuflicient defence as far as they 
extended; but the fouth fide of the blockade along the river of 
Ariancopang was laid open by the ruin of the two batteries on the 
coco-nut and fand ifland, and of the ftar redoubt on the fpit of fand 
over againft the. bar ; which could not be reftored in ten days ; and 
rhe toircnt of the riv er preve-Uied the immediate tranfjjdrt of men and 
m.ittiiaT to let about tlic work. Colonel Coote therefore deter¬ 
mined, as loon as the river fubfulcd, to furprizc St. Thomas’s re¬ 
doubt, wliicn, vvlnlft it remained as at prefent without oppofitidn 
on the other fhciv, would proteft the paflage of what convoys the 
gatrifon might expeft ; but if taken, would preclude their approach 
wen more eificaciounv than the pofts on tins the blockade which 
tilt: ftorm had ruined. The waters fell Wiflicicntly on the 5th, and 
tiie detachment intended fbt the attack, having prevloufly alibrnbled 
at the Aiiancopang JcdiJubt, which flood above at tlie extremity of 

‘ the 






Blockade of Pondicherry. 

the bound-hed^c and on the fame fide of the river, marched down 
after it was dark under the bank, which was fteep and Ikirted by a 
land. The redoubt ftood at the opexiing, but on the farther' fide, of a 
channel, which ftrihes to the north from the main body of the river, 
and carric? water into the ditches of the town. A French officer, with 
three troopers of his nation, who had taken fervice in'the Englilh 
army, crofled firft, whilfl: Colonel Coote himfelf, with the reft of the 
detachment, halted on the nether fide of the channel. The officer 
was challenged, and anfwered that he came from the town with a 
party, which Mr. Lally had fent off in haftc, on intelligence that 
the Englifti intended to attack the redoubt this very niglit. He was 
believed, and admitted; and Colonel Coote hearing no buftle or firing, 
immediately fent over the front of his partj*^, wlio, as foon as their 
numbers were fufficient, declared thcmfelves, and threatened to put 
the whole guard to death, if a fingle man made the Icaft noife, or at¬ 
tempted to efcape. All obeyed, excepting one Ca.Tre, whe itole away 
unperceived. They confifted of a ferjeant, five gunners, five Catfres, 
and fome Sepoys. The chief engineer, Mr. Call, followed with the 
pioneer company of 50 Europeans, and 100 Lafcurs, carrying ga¬ 
bions, fafeines, and tools, with which they immediately let to work 
to clofe and retrench the gorge; over which it was intended when 
neceliary to turn the guns againft the town. At one in the morning 
blue lights appeared over the ramparts along the fouth front, as if the 
garrifon apprehended fome attack on their walls. Soon after they began 
to fire fingle fliot upon the redoubt, wdiich came with fuch good aim, 
that the party at work threw the guns out of their carri<igcs on 
the ground, to preferve them. At two, every thing was quiet 
in the town, and the work forward, when Coloiud Coote went 
away to get reft at his head quarters at Oulgarry, leaving a lieu¬ 
tenant of artillery, with the 40 Europeans, and 100 Sepoys, in 
the redonbt, which the officer was ordered to defend to the kilt 
extremity. The vyofl^ifn had finithed, and were withdraun at 
four o’clock. At five, the redoubt was attacked iiy tlic lour com¬ 
panies of grenadiers from the., ganhbn ; they aflauhed on every 
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fide at once, few fired, and all pufiied with fixed a/pnets through 
the ditch over the parapet. The reftftance was not equal either ^ 
to the firength of the port, for 't was clofed o i all fides j, or to 
the number of the guard, which were, Includiiig the Sepoys, 170 *’ 
men. Some cfcaped by ju.vi^'ing over the parapet; a fi.w were, 
killed, and the greatefr part, witii the officei j furreiidered themfelves 
prifbners. At noon, Mr. Lally font back all who had been taken, 
to the Englifh camp, for want of provifions to feed them ; but oil 
condition, that they fhould not a£l again. This difeovery of the 
diilrcfs of the garrifon could only be required' or warranted by the 
utmoll iieccHity. However, Mr. Lally might fuppofe, that the pri- 
fonqrs had not time to learn the worft of W'hat the town was 'en- - 
during, and that they could not tell lb much as deferters. 

On the failure of this attempt, a large portion of the working 
parties was allotted to complete the redoubt on - the fpit of fand, - 
which w'as .0 replace; that , which had been waflied away. It was 
railed for the advantage of higher ground, three hundred yards in 
the rear of the foriacr ; its fcale fullicient to contain 400 men, and 
to mount 16 guns in different directions. Equal attention was given 
to repair and complcl c the Hanover battery, where, from the lownefs 
of the fituatioH, much labour was requifite to clear the water, which 
had filled the trench that communicated with it from fbme inclofures 
in the rear. The only fire from the town was to interrupt the 
workmen here, but witli little offcfl. On the 7th, the Com¬ 
pany’s fliip Falmouth arrived from Madrafs, laden with battering 
cannon, anununitio.', rad /Inve;, to replace what had foundered 
111 the Duke : and on the rjth i.nothor (hip brought Mr. Pigot the- 
governof, with Mr. Dupre, one of tlie council, and Captain Robert 
Baiker, wlio had b ert to Madrafs to fuperiutend the embarkation of 
the florcs and artiJicry, ■wdiicli Captain Hlflop and hd were now ta 
dii c^l again if the town. 

At thk time th - Nahoi'' r. eeiygd that his agents had 

concluded a negutii^lioii with the Morattoe general Vizvazypunt. 

A Hew, and the Bllhop oi Ha 'icarn afius, iiad added the offer of Thiagar 
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and prorereo lub'^antbl ihrotts as lerunty ; now ,uii. w..;, u. 

money-cha.gers «rere induced t. this venture, when there was 
not fo much in Pondicherry, nor likely to come, remains uu- 
accountable. Either Vizvr'-ipunt himfelf mull have «Kouraged 
them to ftand forth in appearance, that he might obtain the higheft 
terms from the Nabob; or fome fecret enemy, of the Nabob, who war, 
to gain advantage by the march of the Morattoes into the Carnatic, 
and the fupport of Pcndiclierry> mutt have proved to the^flvrotts the 
certainty of producing the money before the payment ihould .feiU 
•mon their fecurity; in thls calb we fee no one but Hy^mUy to 
conieaure. The Nabob’s agents were lo perplexed liy the fabt, .ha 
they rofeby degrees from the fame fum of 500,000 rupees mth 
w'hich they had begun, and concluded tor two milhons, ot which 
one WAS to be paid in 20 days, and the other in nine months ; on 
which Vizvazlpunt told the French reprefcntatives, ‘ they had 
no afliftance to expeft from him; and Allen .uid the Bifliop 
went away with their troops,-who were 200 Europeans mounted, 
and 100 on foot, to Hydcrally in Bengalore, winch is hve days 
from Cudapanatam. The Nabob, on this important occahon, as 
indeed on all othei-s ever fince he was convinced of the pio- 
bability of taking Pondicherry, enlarged hlmfclf with more Jc- 
cihon and fplrit, than he had ever exerted fmee his government, 
and firttr connexion with the Englilh nation; anti as the Imalloll 
nndiflcmblcd excefles of the mind tell more than the whole com- 
pofure of political rcafon, he never failed to alk Colonel Coote 
every day, whether he was fure, and when, Poiulichtny would 
furr-^nekf. Advices were at the fame time received from Captain 
Pr tton, that he had attacked the petfah of Thlagar, wlneli ttands 
os tht plain, and after fome rttittumc carried both the nuid-wa s; 
on w-iich the French troops who defended it van fo 

and ;?ved themfclvcB iti'tlie fortiticatlons above, which eoul.l on v 
be c^aalted by furprize, or reduced by famine or hnmhaitlment; }i.. 
had already begun to throw from two howitzers, and was. wnitj 
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ing for mortars from Madrafs. Thefe advices renr ’'ed any farther 
apprehenfions of fuccours gettn g into Pondlcherr from the land. 

By the morning of the loth, tL'^ Hanover batter r was vompleated; 
but before it opened, Colonel Cootc, with fcvcra) officers, advanced 
from theVillenore redoubt, to reconnoitre the baftions of the 
town. As they were Handing about 8oo yards from the walls, a 
flag appeared approaching. Colonel Coote fent forward his aid- 
de-camp lieutenant Duefpe, (not the officer we have mentioned 
at Vandivaffi) to receive Iris meflage or letters. Two other officers 
accompanied Duefpe, and went on in the avenue leading from 
the Villenore redoubt to the glacis, until they were challenged by 
• he Gentries, and ordered to retire; but not obeying, a fhot VfU 
fired from a fr.-pounder on theVillenore gate, which miffed them, 
but unfortu latcly ftruck and killed Duefpe, as he was talking to 
the meficuger. Colonel Coote fent to demand fiitisfadion for the 
outi agc, .•pofing it unprovoked. Mr. Lally confined the officers 
on duty at the gate, and the next day fent his aid-de-camp to explain 
ti e milciinnce, tor vvlilch he exprefled much concern. 

A Hw Iiourc alter Duefpe vras killed, the iHanovcr battery 
op:-ie^ with ten piw, Hx were twenty-four, and four eighteen- 
I .uo< erb, aiK with three mortars, two of thirteen and one of ten 
I he fix guns m the left fired upon, the weft face of the 
v. and ot tlie counter-guard before it. The two next 

u x 53 which #f(^as fmall, and mount- 

guns: * was called St. Jyfeph. The two other 

-T-t ^ ’ biUi had a good ravelin 

mortars fired varioufly. The fire 

^ours, hut the mortars coatirued 
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, but the enemy nei'rher in this nor the' preceding 
night hac yh cn any repair to the n. w. baftion, and its counter- 
guard; wl ich,'ii confequence this neglcft, had very little fire 
to return, nor dia much com*' from the baftion of St. Jofeph, or 
the works of the Vaidore ga*"-. Many dei'erters came over In thefetwo 
nights, and their aceoi'.jts agreed of- the difmal diftrefs of the gar- 
rifon. The Englifli army, on the contrary, received the confirmation 
of a report, that more forces from England (lent by the fame Ipirit - 
as the others) were arrived at Anjengo, on the coaft of Malabar, 
fix hundred men, the remainder of the highland regiment, had 
embarked in the month of May in five of the company’s fhips and 
two men of war of the line. Three of the company’s and one of 
the men of war arrived at Anjengo on the 15th ofi>cember, and 
the others were daily expefted there. 

The redoubt on the Ipit of land to the fouth was coi apleated by 
the night of the 12th, and the workmen and tools recalle , to ferve at 
the opening of the trenches, for which all the materials were by this 
time collefted. The Hanover battery fired little through the 13th, 
and received only a few Ihells. In the beginning of the nighi, all 
appointed for the trenches were aflembled at the bleaching to\\ n. 
They were 700 Europeans draughted from the rank and rile, 400 
lafears, the pioneer company of 70 Europeans, and 200 coolies: 
there were likewife 400 oxen, with their drivers, one to three. 
The ground was opened, under cover, juft witliin tlie Ikirt of tlie 
bleaching town, in the part neareft the beach. After three Ihort 
returns, the trencli was brought to the outride of the houfes^ 
and from hence puflied on obliquely in one ftreight line, until 
it pafled crofs the high road leading from the Mad*; Is gate, on the 
fide of which road, the intended batterv was to be ereded. 
ThisoqiquQ trench was 480 yards long, and from its termination 
was Cjntinued another of iSo yards, parallel to the defences of 
'^':hwu. 'I'wo Ihort trenches continued, one from each end 
of .Ms parallel, and fell in with the two ends of the intended 
hatteiy, which was to be conftrudfed 40 yards in front: and the 
parallel in the rear was to be the ftation of the main guard fin 
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. 'ork, .compre¬ 
hending 800 yards, iheltered o.- the left by gabir.ti.^. ines, and 
fuid-bags, was executed by the Et ropean foldiery. divide^ into com¬ 
panies, all working at the fame tirnx' according tj the-trace, mn the 
uiffereiit ground allotted to each ■divif''n; whilft the 400 lafears, 
and th.c aoo coolies, were employed in bringing the materials, not 
only to them, but to the battery, whc.e the pioneers were 
at work, as requiring more knowledge and exailnefs.; who before 
tl:c morning had finilhcd lix embrafnres in the battery,; to which, 
hkcwlfe, the Oxen had brought the cannon from the artillery- 
park, which had been formed near the fca-lhore, juft withou: 
the bound-hedge. It was fcarcely jDofiible for the fame number 
of hands to nave done more work in the fame time. Colonel 
Conte, and the principal olTlcers, pnfied the night in the trenches, 
and were ccompanlcd by Mr. Bigot and Mr. Dupr^. The town, 
to their g-at fu'pri/c, although blue lights often appeared on 
the walls, did not fut a finglo ftiot to interrupt the work. Care 
had been taken to Icflen the ufual nolfc, by not driving :the 
picquets of the gabions into the earth with the entrenching tools; 
neverthelefs, fo many perfons contliinally bufy, the found of the 
carriages nud oxen, and the call of their drivers could fcarcely re¬ 
main unheard ; as the battery was within 450 yards of the walls. 
Juft hcliire day-liglit all tlic workmen were withdrawn, and noo 
Euro|M;ans, with yoo Sepoys, were ]>ofted in the parallel, and aiui- 
fxier party .nt rhe lame uumber in t’le rover ot the villaije at the 
tail ol tiv rrenehtm ovdei to tii-. ibrcmoft guard. The 

rmiiralurts rluit were fimlhed were left mall ed ; bcc v.ile there had 
lu.i tvx n ’uoc to lay down the platform; f. r the guns. Neveithe- 
je< u ' V a ' 0 pf rled, that the garriilm \'a;uld fire hotly the en^-hig 
.! V, ' u <'u!y fo daiTtagc the parapet of the battery. 

Thrv were donhfKls aftonilhi.d a: the woric tliey I'aw dnno 


o dv rhrd oo\v ...-1 (lien, and only ingle llint at a time; 
log wliM h, rite iv ,i( t I. iipjnecr f-.-m. t .i, penters, l;o i,;H down the jat- 
forms, Avirbour receiving any luut. The battery lifed 

I’noughout till day, v iih all its r.rtillory and redoubled vivacity, 
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which before p’f it filenced all the guns agalnft which it opened ; 
on the N. w. '’'-^ion and its counte*--guard, on St- Jofeph’s, on the 
two demi-b'.tions. and on the rav Jin of the Valdore gate. 

At night the p oncers, with 300 I.afcaiT, went to work again 
at the royal battery ; and th'- town, having well marked the aim, 
kept up a fmart ore fhot, grape, and mulketrj’-, which 
killed or dangeroufly wounded 12 men in the battery. Several 
fhowers of rain fell in the night, which gave apprehenhon that 
the enemy would fally; but they refrained, and before day-liglrt 
the battery was complcated. It \^as called the royal, and coi'tainqj 
e even twenty-four pounders, and on the left three heavy mortal s. It 
Oj[. ened early in the morning, and, feconded l)y theci afs and cnfilr .ling 
fire of the Hanover battery with 10 guns, foon lilenccd ..'I the defenres 
which bofetjpon it; excepting a gun of two on the bait on next the 
beach. luadivity joined neceflity in this unaccount ble aban¬ 
don of defence; which was fo great, that, what ran y happens 
until all commanding 'works are entirely dcmoiilhec!, men -were k n 
and continued at work throughout the day, along the whol hi l i¬ 
the trenches, fixing more fecurely the gabions, raniming di v. n fi -, 
earth, and fm<H)thing the tops of the parapet, that the tn..,]'% Ir 
fallicd upon 111 the enluing night, inigi. ' < o\, r then) with e..:”’ 

tainty and fafety. A party was draughted to Lcg'.o, r.s f an ,it 

t\as dark, another battery of fix guns, :jOO y.mls nearer to ih:■ 

beach, and i 50 nearer the walls; it r,\ ■: j n. if-d to dcflroy the 

flanks of the levcrrd bafiions, wua.. the royal h.' t^ry could only 
take in reverfe. 

As the fun was fetting. Colonel Coote coming, as was his eudovn, 
to fupervife the batteries, fuw a flag advancing In the VilkfH)iie 
aveni.’<i;; who, being challengt d, announced the approach of a do- 
putatioii^ They came on foot, the uavh having neither huifc or 
palankvi hearers to carry them, and Colonel Coote received them at 
hhd-quarters at Oulgarry. The deputies weie Colonel Dut re, 
com "'’ndanr of *:!je king's artillery, father I.avaur, ilipcrior of the 
Jefui. Moraian and Courtin, members of the council, with 1 obiii 
fervingas interpreter. 
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Colonel Durre delivered a memorial figned b^.,! '^r. La^Iy of the 
follov.’ing purport: “That ihe Tnglifli had 'a..,"' 'Jhanderna- 
“ gore againft the faith of the i. eaties of neut.’ dity v hich had ,al- 
“ ways fubhfted Ixiween the Euri ocan nation. in Bengal, and ef* 
“ pecially between the Englilh and I*r..-^ch ; and this at a time, when 
“ that fettlement had juft rendered the Ei.gh '.n the moft lignal fer- 
“ vices, as well by refufing to join the Nabob Surajah Dowlah in 
“ the attack of Calcutta, as by receiving a id fuccouring the inha- 
*'■ bitants of this colony, after their defeat and dilperfion; by 
“ whicli prot^frion they were enabled to remain in the province,- an u 
“ by this continuance to recover their fettlemcnts; as Mr. Plgot li id 
“ acknowledged in a letter to the government of Pondicherry.—” 
That “ the goverrricnt of Madrafs had refufed to fulfil tlic con- 
ditioiis t f a cartel concluded between the two crowns, although 
“ Mr. Jhj nt UiA at firfl accepted the cartel, and commiffioners had 



“ bvf n apj ’nted on both lide.s to uicct at Sadrafs, in order to fettle 

“ anilcably \vh.\tf xv .r difficulties might occur in the execution.”_ 

“ 7'hls conduft ..t the Englifh (Mr. Lally goes on) puts it out of 
“ his pow !•, as rcliionfihlc to th^ court of France, to propofe anv 
“ capitulation tor tlic city of Pondicherry.”—“ The troops of the 
“ biiig and company funender tlicmfelves, for want of provi- 
“ I ons,, prikincrs of w.u to Iris Brirauiric Majeffy, conformably 
lo ihe t'.iins of the c’.rtcl, which Mr. Tally claims for the 
“avil MilMl.ir.aui i aiul . icizens, and for tire cxcrcife of tb« 
“ Konvm n th<5 rcli,do.i. 1,..,,'',, hofpltals, chaplains, fur- 

g.o„., -TuKlhi.k., to the two courts to decide a 

■ I'';'.:-'”"--.! C., ,i.. ef- 

, I 1„ , M,.. C'.Bte ,„ny to-morrow .rioro. 
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Vifoners w^n the EnglWh, and be not delivered Into the 
“ Iiandsk Mahoir ,d Ally Cawn, ftill thiged with the blood ot the 
“ father andir *oaiu, which he fhed, co the fl-»anie indeed ot thole 
« wlio delivei’d up i^hundaiiiheb to aim, but to the hiame hkcwife 
“ of the commander o^the Englil> army, who ouglit not to have lut- 
“ fered llich a barbarity to h-.o been committed m his camp. — 

“ Beino- himfelfconfine’ by the cartel in the declaration which he 
“ is now making to Mr. Coote, Mr. Lall)- confents that the mem- 
bers of the council of Pi ndicherry make their own reprefentations, 
on what may more immediately concern their particular mterefts, 
ud thofe of the colony.” 

Father Lavaur and the other deputies prclented another memo- 
ml, drawn up by the governor and the council of 1 oiu .cherry, 
containing the following reciuifitions. “ That no hu; ^ 

“ done to the inhabitants: their hoiifes be pmlerved . 

“and mercantile goods left to their own dilpoial: thai ad wna 
“ chofe might remain in their habitations, and were to oc con- 

“-fidered as Britilh fubjeas, and enjoy their torqjer ponellions and 
“advantages. In their 'favour the Roman ( atliohc religion was 
“ to be maintained; the churches, the houles ot toe eieleliali-.'., 
“ and the religious orders, whether within m' without the city, to bo 
“ nreferved with every thing belonging to them; the mi lioiiaiu s tico, 

“ to eo and come, and receive under the Engldh flag the lame pro- 
“ tclion as they had under the French.” “ No buildings or cdmccs, 
“ and no part of the fortifications, were to be dcmohlhcd, umd the 
the refpealvc fovcoi,,,.." - “ Tlu .vcord. v, ,hv 

“ regiftermlfice, on which the fortunes ol individuals d. nend, w.ic 

“ to^emain under the care of the preibut dcpofitaiK-., and be lent 
France, at their difcre.tion:”-“ Not only tlw 

French, but of whatfoever other nation c rtablillud at. 1 tn 
rv for their commerce, w'ere to participate ot there con- 
,t,_u 'Yhe Creoles of Bourbon and Mauritius, ot w. :nu 

“ t, - mimber, incb.,<lmg f.ve officers, :<.v 41, 

“ V.,K.;.JCV,., llvall l.ave liberty to retom home by the ^ "lb 

jLj 1 j * 
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“ tuiilty.”—Safeguards were to be furnilhcd i'* oreveiit d'forders.’^ 
“ And all thele conditions \ "ere to be executed w ?li goc j. faith.” 

Colonel Coote gave an anfwi r in writing to Vr. L- 'y’s memorial^ 
fignifying, that “ the partlculai; of the captt re of Chandernagor^ 
“ were before his Britannic Maje'^v, which precluded him from 
“ enterijig into any dilcu/lion on this neither could he admit 

“ that it had any relation to the fiirrender r x Pondicherrj’.” ‘‘ That 
“ the difpurc which had arilcn concerning the cartel remained as yet 
“ undecided, by which it was out of his power to confent that the 
“ rroops in Pondicherry lliould be deemed priibners on the tern.s 
“ <if that cartel; but that they muft furrender prifoners of war, to 
“ be treated at his difcrction, which Ihoiild not be deficient in lu- 
“ manity.” ‘‘ 'I'hat the gates of the town and citadel ihoald be 
taken prxicflic;'. of by the Engllfh troops at the hours propoled by 
“ Mr. L. ily.’ “ That the mother and lifters of Rajahfaheb fhould 
‘‘ 1)0 o<c. rted to Madrafs, where proper care fhould be taken for 
“ their fa. *7^ and that they fhould not on any account be delivered 
“ into the hands of tlv. Nabol? Mahomcdally.” To the other de- 
puties C.aoncl Cook c.:,ly laid, that their propofitions were anfweted 

... a..(.ver to Mr. Lally : they retumed i.ito tile tow.i at mid- 
night. 


The ..ext .norninj, i, was the , 6 ,h of Ja,iuary, the gre..adiers 
rlL' 'va,’.file C.nmp, and took pofliffion 


of 
of th 


,i - — camp, and took pofleffion 

■m 1 ' - ’ Coote dined with Mr Lally wdio 

of tumult or diforders, c - * ' ^ ’ 


be delivered no In Vl '•.“‘V "’ ' that the citadel fhould 

‘ r'T''- ^ hep„t under 

th. ran,,. .. , , 7 ; t rn‘" 7 -^ '‘“P' "'"chh in from 

J tluMriirr fnn . 

tl.i pn.idc ih,. dtulcl, and the EnHifh ^ 

'd.-:;.-! Coote the I r • .K wed tlie lin- UM 
'K-:l olhem, Inr'iJid- and otl - V of 

fKih iliers of I and 1 '’■'fcaii 

ipiieaiv.! t'h(. mod in,|,rl,Td I'” ■ *^ n fne'n 

i;"^ 7 '''"rr^''''.v.-..cthemfcives 
that from their firft: 
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kndin through'^Vt all the fervices of the field, and all the dlilreffes 


of the bio kade 'Ot a man of them h'.d ever dcfcrted to tlie Englilh 
army. The vidoi foldier gave hh figh (which none but banditti 
could refufe^ to thi. folemii conte nplation of the fiue of which- 
might have been h"s own. '^he French troopSj after they were 
reviewed, marched ii to th. citadel, where they depofited their arms 
in heaps, and were thti conduced to their prifons. 

The next morning tl. •; Englifti flag was hoifted in the town, and 
its difplay was received oy the falutc of a thoufand pieces of cannon^ 
from eveiy gun of every Ihipin the road, in all the Englilh polls and 
latteries, the field-artillery of the line, and on the ramparts and de¬ 
ft aces of Pondicherry;. 


The furrender was inevitable, for at the fcality rate of the 
wretched provifions, to which the garrifon had for fome time 
been reduced,, there did not remain fufficient to fupply them two 
days more. Neverthelefs the deteftation againft Mr. Lally, if 
poffible, increafed, as the foie author of the calamity, '•,-u,*no longer 
leftrained by his authority,, broke out in the mofl: vindiftive expref- 
fions of menace and reproach. The third day after the furrcndcr was 
appointed for his. departure to Madrafs. In the forenoon of this 
day a troop of officers, moftly of the French company’s battalion, 
W'ent up the fteps of the government houfe, towards his -apart-' 
ments, where they were met by his aid de camp, whom they in¬ 
cited ; and were difperfed by the guard, which came up on the 
quarrel. This troop then aflembled and waited below at tlicgate of 
the citadel until one o’clock.. Mr. Lally did not move until the clolef 
of the day; his efcort was 15 Englilh huflars,.and four troopers of’ 
his own guard ; he came out in his palankin, and at the g ite were 
^-'"hered a hundred perfons, moftly officers, with them the coiin- 
felFti*iv^oracin and Courtin. As loon as Mr. Lahy appe -red. a hue 
wasfetyp Ijy the whole afieinbly, pointing, tlaxats, and 

cv 'ty .hufiv.e name; hut the elcort prevented violence. Mr. Dubois, 


ti). tving’s commifl'ary, who was to proceed wdth Mr, Lally, camc 
«ut ot f-^rt .in hour after, but on foot; the fame aflciobly hao' 

contmued on the parade, and Ihowei ed the fame abuks, Dubois 

ftopi, 
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ftopt, nnd faid he would anfwcr any one; ■ One ftept oi’i, they 
drew, and tlie fecond pafs lai ^ Dubois dead, who 6 j years of 
age, fhortrlighted, and always were Ipeftacles. iNo ont would afllft 
Ills fervants to remove and bury *hc corpfc; a id his death, vio¬ 
lent and iniquitous as it was, was t.^'atcd as a j .lerltorous a<£l;: his 
papers were immediately taken poflehion by ne regifter. If was 
known, that he had, ever lince his arrival at p jndicherry, compofed 
protefts on the part of the King, againft all f .le diforders and irregu¬ 
larities which came to his knowledge in any of the departments of 
the government, and the coUcclion was veiy voluminous; but none 
of his papers have ever appeared. 

The total number of the European military taken in the towi 
Jncluding fervlces attached to the troops, was 2072 ; the civil inhabi¬ 
tants were 3? i,; t’'s arflllery fit tor lervice were 500 pieces of can¬ 
non, and ICO mortars and howits. The ammunition, arms, weapons, 
and milltnr ttorcs, were in equal abundance. 

On the day after the lurrendtr, Mr. Plgot demanded of Co¬ 
lonel Ctxite, that Pondicherry fliould be delivered over to -P«=_ 





i lie Prefideucy ofMaclrafg would not furuilh i 
fiibfiPrnce of the King’s, troops, or tlir Fn nrh 



money cither for the 
prifoners, Thisr-i- 


During 



lUCHERRY. 

" L».’ringthis ( 1 ‘icufllon, Colonel Coote detached eight companies 
of Sepoy. < unde the command of C'.ptain Stephen Smith, to invcll: 
the forts o’ Jingec; and a convoy of military ftorcs were lent from 
the camp to Mapr Prefton, who was continuing the blockade of 
Thiagar. 

The Nabob requ (led expefted that tlie army, after the necef- 
faiy repofe, would ac«. ompany him, agaiaft Inch chiefs and feudatories, 
whom he wiflied or ha ^ pretenfions to call to account, cither for con¬ 
tempts of his authority, or for tributes unfettkd, or withheld. He 
had not forgiven the rebellion of his half-brother Nazeabulla of 
Nclore. His indignation had never ccalcd agalnll Mortlzally, the 
.lellidar of Velore, who, as well as ^he three greater Polygars to 
the north, and of Arielore, and Woriorcpollam to the fouth, were 
fufpeaed of hidden treafures ; ftlll more the greater and Icffer Moni- 
vars ; and the king of Tajijore, wealthier tlnui all, fcarccly coU’ 
fidered the Nabob as his fuperlor. 

But the Prefidcncy had other attentions to regard • ihelr trcalury 
and credit was exhaufted in the reduaiou of Pondicherry ; the care 
of 2500 French prilbners required ftrong guards and no little cx- 
pence. Bengal was engaged in hoftilities, A\anted troops, and could 
lend no money. Bombay had c.xtended its military concerns by the 
acquifition of the caftlc of Surat in the beginning of the r ear 1759, 
which had induced the neceflity of other important attentions in that 
part of the continent; and they were at this time earnelBy rcqucll- 
ing the return of all the troojrs they had lent to Coromandel. Th.. 
fadorv tit Ttllicher}' likewife adviicd, that they intended to flop the 
troops which were juft arrived and cxpecftcd in the fliips from Eng¬ 
land, and watted only the orders of their fuperiors at Bombay to 
..:«-ack the. French fcttlcment athiahe, in rvhich fervice they requefted 
what aft'iftancc could he i'parcd Bom Coroir.aiidel. It wa;- iVill uiw 

ccrtai i what was bccomt; of the French fquadron; the Engiilh 
nuraron wanted ihcir mariurs, mul were enjoined a I'ecivt fervice 
i. -'ra England, v hich Madrafs rvu- to allift. Thcfe \hws and 
confderail'"'.s appeared to tlsc Pr.^fid ncy of more immediate impor 



tance than the indulgt act of the truuiqhal noi>o!i. wh 
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tlic. ij^id of the Nabob, whofc joy at the reduaio.' of Pondicherry, 
althoop'h tbc arfhnal which ha l torgcd all the anxi^tios o.^ nis life, 
■was iniiiiediately imbittci'cd by this interruption to tL luture con.'* 
quells he had lo near ac heart: end, unwilling-o cont.niie in the 
Carnatic without the entire predomin 'nee of his - .uthority, he retired 
as it were in dilguft with vldory to 'rru^*"inopo y, where he arrived 
on the I 5th of February. 

Four huudied of tbc French priloners we- e fent to Madrafs, and 
the Ilighlanders, fix companies, with fome i rtillery-men, and four 
companies of Sepoys, marched thither to reinforce the garrifon ; 30 O 
were lint to Tritchinopoly under tlie efcort of 100 Europeans,, and 
Ibi-ne Sepoj's. I’he reft of the prifoners remained in the dungeon i 
of Pondiclicrry, until they couhl be otherwife dilpofed of; and 300 
Europeans, includir.g the pioneer company, and 50 artillery-men, 
witli the trcop of European horfe, and tour companies of Sepoys,- 
were appuinted to garrilon the town. The troops from Bombay, 
being 120 01 the king’s artillery, and 190 common infantry, belong¬ 
ing to that prcfidcncy, embarked in two Ihi; s to return thither ; the 
marines were reftored to the Iquadron ; the reft of the army went 
into cantonments at Cuddalore. 

The cxnirt of France had inftrufled Mr. Lally to deftroy the ma¬ 
ritime pofllllious of the Englifti nation ia India, which might fall 
to their wins. Tlicfe inftrudlions had be.m intercepted; and, in con- 
lequcBce of th.m, rhe court of Directors of the Englifti Eaft-India 
Contpany tr.ul oiihred ilulr Pn.iidcncks to retaliate the lame 
tiie.il'uii. on t!u' V J-iiilcnKnl wli< i; .vnr lu their power. Ac- 

cui Imply Mr. I’ipnt, a itb tlie appmbiiiun oftlu- council of Madrafs, 
1'ib’.v. a -'Lyl.Th tK forrlfk.iU.i iS of Pondicherry ; and as Mr. 
St 
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> 1. iigri'icd Mo infention to repair forthw ith to Bombay, 

1; to r. r t Jiis fq« dion, the demoliLion w'as commenced ivitiic 
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ill Poncl’cherry, . il of the regiments of Lorrain and Lally, -to be 1761. 
confined i*" .1 bay, or fent to Earope as opportunities fliould 

offer. As ?j.r. Stei'ens intended tr aid, if neceflaiy, in the attack 
of Mahe, the Preliicncy .fent < j of the company’s artillery, and 
three of their engi leers in ’liC fquadron. 

Mahe is fituated f ur ’-.iiies to the fouth of Tcllicherry. The fort 
and town Hand not h " from the beach of the fea, along the fouth 
fide of a river, which ulmits fmall vefleis. Several hills rife near 
the town, and on the two nearefi; on the fame fide of the river are 
built two fmall forts, and a much larger, called St. George, on a hill 
< n the other fide. The fettlement prcfides over all belonging to the 
trench company on this fide of the pcninlula, excepting their fadory 
at Surat. Thele dependencies are five forts to the north of Telli*. 
cherry, an^ a fiidory houfe at Calicut. 

The five (hips from England had landed the troops at ‘rollichcny 
by the 5th of January ; but from the length of the paif.cge to and 
fro, the permillion from Bombay to attack Malh: did not arrive 
before the beginning of February ; and with it tlu prcfideiu v font 
one of their cruizers, and a bomb-ketch to aliill; as none of the Ihips 
had been detained. The delay had given Mr. Lquet, the governor 
of Mahe, time to make treaties for afiillance with feveral of the m igh- 
bouring chiefs of the country, with iihoin the fettlement Inuflong 
been in commerce; and they promifed and I'wpre to afliil: clTicacioufly, 
as againfi: a ''ommon enemy, 'rhe aid was nnich wanteil, for the Eu¬ 
ropean military, on whom the flrcfi. of the dctencc wa!> to reff, did 
not exceed 100, and even they, from the general neceflity of the 
French company’s affairs, had not received their pay for feveral 
months, and miffed no opportunity of deferting. The black troops 
belonging to the company, were a thoufand. 

Ti e troops at Tcllicherry marched out and encampi d on the Bth 
of F'.hruaiy on the limits of Mahe. Their numbers, for thegarrifon 
teJi the field, amounted to 900 Europeans, and 700 natives; they 
wcic '’ommanued by major Hedor Munro, who determined to dired 
his firff: attack againft Fort St. Gcorgo, on the hither fide of the 


river. 
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1761. All the fblicitatlons of Mr. Louet were of no avi 11 , when his allies 
lliw the Englifli troops taking the field, and were •^’'i^jd of "their 
numbers; they did not fend a man ; and before day-brc ik the next 
morning, he difpatched a letter to Mr. Hodges, the chief of Telli- 
cherry, propofing terms of capitulatioi., on whi< h Major Munro was 
ordered not to commence hoflilities. Agei.*'s fjnt to explain doubts 
and objections, continued going to and fro until the morning of 
the when the capitulation was ligne . It was agreed, that 

all the European military fhould be tr.am'ported at the expence 
of the Englifh, either to the ifland of Bourbon, or to Europe, 
and wlien landed there, to be free. The efFefls, artillery, anl 
military ftores, belonging to the French company, were to be 
funendered, but the efFe< 51 s and pofleflions of Individuals were to be 
preferved to them entire, without moleflation in the ufe.* The free 
excacife of tlie Roman religion was to be permitted as before the 
furrendcr ; the priefts on no account were to be vexed, nor the 
churches or religious edifices impaired. The forts to the north¬ 
ward^ of Tcllichcny were to be given up on the fame conditions as 
Malic, and the faftory at Calicut was to continue unmolefled under 
the ufual neutrality ot that town : ample honours of war were al¬ 
lowed to the garntbn. Five hnndred men under the command of 
Major Peers marclied into Mahe at noon ; and foon after, the garrifon 
w.rc efcorted with their honours to Tellicherry. A detachment was 
tlicn prepared uud. r the command of Major Monro, to take in the 
to. s to the norrimard, which it was fufpeaed might difpute the 
terms of capitulation pi'ovldcil fm' them 'T’'I f c \ 1 

of Mahu arHv..,! \i i r 1 ? ^ lurrender 

or iviane aju\otJat Madrafs on the 3d of March 

Ca,,t.m Stephen Smith, as lb,,,, as nncamped before Gln«e 
f.i.nmonod M.tcgregor, the comma,,ding officer who „ r T®, ’ 
if 1,0 ha,l hrought one hu„d,ed ,honfa®d m , ’ I 
bo t. dec.;,I in three years. The troons enr,™ i ^ 
pofto to tiic O'.invard pert,ah on th,- rh' f" ' “ “P' 

H had a ,„„d wall. w.asf ,nuch L'del ‘’th"' f 

Whu-h Pan,Is on higher ground, noa.Iy in the center of 7 “''‘*-""'"’ 
'-fvaiicy, e,.tending between the three -onntaim tI “ 
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iTenclofed on th'; three fides by a ftrong wall with towers of ftone, 
which have a ditch before them, excepting in fuch parts where the 
rocks rendci it unneceffary; but the wall continues up the moun¬ 
tains, and lurrounds the three fo’'ts, connefting them with each other. 
Befides this exterioi enclofure, the interior and higher defences run 
double round the tv o fo’''.s to the eaft; and the great, mountain to 
the weft, which is tht principal fortitication, has four enclofures, one 
below another towards the town in the valley, but of difterent fpaces 
and elevations; and tl.e higheft is a fteep rock in the north-weft 
part of the third enclofure above the valley; this far overtops all the 
nountains, and in the fort on its fummit, although fmall, is a con¬ 
tinual fpring of water. The extent of wall in all the fortifications 
meafures more than 12000 yards; to defend which the French had 
only 150 Europeans, topaffes, or cofTrees, 600 Sepoys, and 1000 
natives of the adjoining hills, whom they called colleries. But 
they fuppofed the forts on the mountains to be impregnabU-, and that 
the town below would not be attempted, becaufe, if taken, the troops 
which were to maintain it, would be continually fubjed to the fire 
of the defences above. 

The wall on the eaft fide of the valley extends 1200 yards from 
the mountain of St. George on the right, to the Englllh mouTitain 
on the left, and nearly in the middle pafleth along tlu; hde of a 
heap of rocks on which the French had raifed a work, which they 
"called the royal battery; \mder which on the right towards the 
mountain of St. George ftood a gateway oppofite to the outward 
pettah in the plain : but the pettah extended only from this moun¬ 
tain to the rocks of the battery. 

Obfervation and deferters (of whom feveral came every day) ap- 
-prized Captain Smith of the ftate of the garrifon and defences, and 
liiat the garrifon remained in perfed fecurity as well in the town 
below, as in the forts above. Oit the night between tlie 2d 
and third of February, he marched fnnn his camp with 600 Sepoys, 
in two divifions, of which tlic fureinoft, 200, carried a I'uiticient 
number of lealing hidtlers, and the others were to fupport wlien called 
for. 'rhey left the uortii wall of the pettah on the left, but palled 
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through the intervals of fome houfes, which adjoined to it and brought 
them oppofite to the middle of that part of the wall of the vaUey 
w’hich extends betueen the royal battery and the Engluh mountain. 
They crofled the ditch, placed their ’adders, andf ot over the wall un¬ 
challenged : the objea v^'as'now to gor poffeffic i of the gate on the 
other fide of the royal battery; but the rocks on which it flood ex¬ 
tended backwards to the firft houfes of the tr ,yn, and it was netef- 
fary to go through the firft ftreet leading acr Is, in order to pafs be¬ 
yond the rear of the rocks and gain an avenue of trees, which led 
down to tl le gateway: they proceeded even quite through the ftreet 
unperceived ; but, as they were coming down the avenue, were chal¬ 
lenged and dlfcovered by the guard of the- gateway, who fired; 
which alarmed the other ftatlons in the town, but with fo much 
confufion, that Captain Smith gave no attention to it, but haftened 
to the gateway, from which he dilperfed the guard at the pufti of 
bayonet, and opening the gate let in the other divifion of 400 Sepoys, 
wlio were halting nut far off in the neareft ftielter, and with them 
took pofieflion of the royal battery. It was now three in the morn¬ 
ing, and Smith waited for day light to drive the enemy out of 
the town, who retired before ; fome to St. George’s, others to 
the Englifii rtiountaln, but moft of them into the enclofure next 
the town towards the great mountain, where they continued firing 
from the adjacent rampart throughout tlic next day upon the guards 
which were advancf rl and ftatloned in the houfes of the town; 
aiid caiiuon Irom all the hills continually plunged down, wherefbever 
1 1 !(. V law ur iulpi -lied an v o' the Englifti troops ; but with little effedl. 
Ill the ci l iiug njglit (lie cnctny’s troops, who had retired to the lecond 
ciiclolure, left ft, and retreated to the higher defences of the great 



mountain. 


On intelligence of this ftiecefs 1000 more Sepoys were lent to 
Smith, who as the tow n whs wi-y uiftiualthy, continued more than 
one half of his force in the tncurnj.iticnt on the plain. The defertion 
eoniinned, and amnngft tliem came a very cxpcritnced Jemautdar 
of iIk Sepoys, wdio pioftivd to lead a party by a path he knew to 
furpri/. tlu; f.rt^ ou St. George’s mouiiLiin : he was trufted, and 
"i the 


i 


MiNisr^^ 



Xin. Gingee. Thiagar. 

iife next night 200 Sepoys marclied under his guidance. 


We 


are not apprized of their track,^ but iuppofe they proceeded from tire 
camp and went up on the out fide of tlue mountain to the, fouth, to the 
enclofure of the outward rock which is 80 feet higher than thofe be¬ 
neath. They fixed their ladders, and got over the wall before they 
were difcovered, and leized 8 Europeans, but the reft of the guard 


efcaped to the enclofu. es below ; where all continued very alert until 
day-light, when an oil ccr came down to capitulate, and demanded 
very liberal terms ; but captain Smith knowing that they were at any' 
time in his power, by fending more men up to the rock above them, 

- refufed to accept the furrendcr, excepting at diferetion ; to which 
they confented. They were 42 Europeans, of whom fix were 
officers, and 70 Sepoys. A large flock of provilions was tound 
in the forts of this mountain, by which it was concluded, that thofe 
in the two others were equally as well provided; and no enquiry gave 
hopes that either of thefe fortrelfes could be taken by furprize, and 
llill lefs by open attack. It therefore remained to ‘ry if time might 
produce the fuccefs which was not to be expe£lcd cither fu>n,i torcc 
or fortune. 

Thefameday that the mountain of St.Georgc furrendcred to captain 
Smith, the important fortrcls of Thiagar capitukced to iMaJor Pi cllpn, 
after a blockade and bombardment of 65 dayii# during w hich, above 
40 Europeans had dcfcrtcd to him from the rock, 20 had been 
killed or died, 25 lay wounded in the holpital, and 114 rank and 
file, with twelve officers, were in a condition to march, lo that the 
wdiole number of Europeans which had been,lhut up were upwards of 
200, with 300 Sepoys, and 100 Colhxcs ; they had provilions for 
two months longer; and the water, which gave the principal value to 
file fort, continued as ufual in plenty, and of a good quaiily. 
Neverthelefs, the commanding officer only tUpulatcd tliai the gai- 
j-ifon fhould receive the fami treatment as th. troops taken in Pon- 
dicherrv ; according to which the officers were to he lent to Europe 
upon parole, not to feive again during the prefent war, and tlie 
Europeans of rank and file were to he treated at diferetion ; ;uid the;.' 

V cr" lent to be coitfined with thofe already in the priious of 
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Tritchinopoly; but the Sepoys and Coftrees being excellent were 
taken into the Company’s fervice. 

In the mean time, the detachment from Tillecherry was profe- 
cuting the reduction of the dependencies of Mahe. The.firfl; is 
called Fort Delhi, fituated on the ftrand of a promontory called 
Mount Delhi, which is a remarkable head ^and ten miles to the 
north of Tellicherry; four miles further o’» is the mouth of the 
river of Neliferum, which, defeending from th e mountains to the eaft, 
turns fliort many miles above, and continues parallel to the beach 
Q.f the fea, from which it is no where a mile afunder; a mile and a 
half up this river on the left hand, and on the mouth of another, 
(lands Ramatilly, which' is a fmall fort; on the fame lide, five 
miles beyond, is th^ fort of Mattalavy, which (lands ftrong on 
a rocky eminence: feven miles farther, on the n. fide of the 
mouth of another river, is the fort of Ncleferum, which is much 
larger; and fix miles up this river, to the eaft, and on its left (hore, 
(lands the fifth lort, which is fmall, and called Veramaly. Fort 
Delhi, Neliferum and Ramatilly were garrifoned by French troops, 
but the government of Mahe had delivered up the other two in 
pledge for debt to two chiefs of the country, who were determined 
not to part with them until compenfated; and as they equally 
commanded the rivers, which were the channels of traflfick, the other 
three would be of no fcrvice, if the two continued in hoftillty. Delhi 
and Ramatilly furrendered on the firft funimons, but at Mattalavy 
were afiembled a large body of Nalres, whole bravery is always def- 
perate. Thi- two (liips ftom Pondicherry, which were carrying back 
,!,c Bon.hnv troops w rc « tl.is time rvorkiog t,p the coaft of Ma- 
iabar, and had pafled beyond tlic rn-er of Neliferum; a, id Major Mon- 

lion, 
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ri , finding more refiftance than he expeaeed in his cxpeditic 
after them for .irtillcry-mrn and cannon, wdiich came a 
batteries were creaed agninft Mattalavy : but the fettlement of 
IVnichorry had in the mc.iii time hrnv uegotiating with the two 
chieft wiK, ^vcrc in pollofilon of Matalavy and Veramally, who 
ronirnerd r„ (urrrttdur thorn on con-lttion of teceiving at, annual 
fiiii , ulnch for hot!I amojuttd to 3000 rupees. As foon as thefe 

forts 


misr/fy 



ni. G I N G E E. 

were fleUvered, the French garrifon at Neliferum, wiiich did not 
exceed 20 Europeans, fubmltted witheut refiftance. 

On the 5th of April, Captain Stephen Smitli received a propofal 
from Captain Maegregor, who commanded in the'"great mountain of 
Gingee, that he wo ild capitulate, if his garrifon were allbw'ed the 
honours of war, the rank and file to be fent to Europe by the firft 
opportunity as prifoners liable to exchange, but the officers per¬ 
mitted to retire, wdth tneir arms, baggage and effeds, to any. of the 
neutral fettlements on t le coaft, where they were to be fubfifled ac¬ 
cording to their ranks at the expence of the Englifh company, w'ho 
wereliicewifeto defray’their paflage to Europe. Three hundred of the 
Englifh Sepoys had already died iit the towni, and in the mountain of 
Si.' George, from the peculiar inclemency of the air, which has always 
been.deemed the moft unhealthy in the Carnatic, infbmuch that the 
French, who never until lately kept more than 100 Europeans here,, 
had loft 1200 in the ten years during which it had been in their pof- 
feffion. . Captain Smith, therefore? very readily accepted the terms,, 
and in the afternoon tlie garrifbns marched out of the two mountains. 
They wete 12 officers, and 100 rank and file, Europeans, coftrees, 
and topafles, and 40 lafears for the artillery, which were 30 pieces 
of cannon and fome mortars. A paflpoit and fafeguard was allow'cd 
to a moor of diftindion, who had long refided in the great mountain- 
This day terminated the long contefted hoftilities between the- two 
rival European pow'ers in Coromandel, and left not a fingle enfign 
of the French lUition avowed by the authority of its government in 
any part of India ; for the troops which had gone aw’ay to My.fore, 
were hereafter to be regarded as a band of military adventurers I'eek- 
ing fortune and fubliftence. Ih Bengal they had not a lingic agent 
or reprelentative, and their fadories at Surat and Calicut wore meer 
‘•"’ding houfes on futferancc. Thus after a war of 15 years, whicli 
commenced with the expedition of Dclabourdonnais againft hladrafs 
in 1746, and had continued from th'^t time with fcarcely the in- 
termiffion of one year, was retaliated the fame meafnre of extirpation, 
which had been intended, and Invariably purfued, l)y the French 
councils againft the Englifh commerce and power: for fuch, is 
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avowed ill the French mem'^irs on the events we have related, was 
ti e obiedl ot Delaboyrdounais’ expedition, of the whole, government 
and ambition,of t)iipleix, and of the great armament of- naval and 
land forces, which accompanied Mr.'Lally to India, who conftantly 
declared, that he luad.but one point, wiiich was, not to'leave an 
Eiiglilhman in the peninfula. To retard as much as pollible the 
facility of their rc-cn:ablilhment in Coromandc’., if reftorations fliould 
be made at the conclufion of a general peace, Mr. Pigot laid a repre- 
fentation betbre the council of Madrafs, which determined them to 
dcflroy all the interior buildings, as rvell as the foitiiications of Pon¬ 
dicherry, of which the demolition w'as by this time nearly completed : 
and in a few months more, not a root was left ftanding in this once 
iair andflourithing city. 

For two years before, the fortune of France had been declinifig in 
every other part of the world; they hadlofttheirfettlemchtson the coaft 
of Africa, half ,their weft india iflands, the whole region of Canada; 
their naval force xvas utterly ruined, and their armies were thruggling 
under defeats in Germany, The lofs of India, as a laft hope, excited 
t1u- •Hiblic Indif^nation more than any of the former difafters, which 
Vv as l'> far fromproduciuganyreconciliationamongfttheamenable, that 
it only Iharpcned their vengeance ngainft each other. Mr. Lally, on his 
arriviil, formally accufed Mr. Dc Leyrit, Mr, Bully, Mr. Moracin and 
Cuurtin, of having wilfully confpired the ruin of the French affairs 
trom tluir averfion to hinifelf, as appointed by the King to invefti- 
gate iuid eorrcifl the abufes of the government of Pondicherry. Of 
200 perfons who wa re eirlier arrived or returning from hence, 
not more tliau 20 were In habits or connedions with Mr. Lally; all 
the others, jcvtdttd by tbc exta'ftv's of his temper, or the leverity of ■< 
fits authority, boie him either lecret gtudge, or avowed hatred ; 
all thele l»camc voluntary pnrtizans with Mr. De Leyrit and'tlie 
council, whole rclolutions were condnded at Paris, as they had 
been at Pnnaie,!)cny, by the jcftilt Ivavaur. Their firft ftep in 
|»whljc was to prclent a manifeft to the comptroller-general, in 
exculpation of thcmfelves, and accufing Mr. I^aliy of milcpiidud 
Wider nine different Iwads, w-|iich, as tiiey faid, proved more than 
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Incapacity; and in Augnft 1762, they petitioned the King to vindi¬ 
cate themfelves juridically from the accufations of Mr. Laily; who 
r me months after was confined in the BalHle. In June 1765, 
er Lavaur dk-d; this jefuit had corapofed in India two me*r 
moirS, the one a juftification and panegyrick, the other a defama¬ 
tory impeachment of every part of Mr. Lally’s conduft. Argu¬ 
ments taken from this piece were occafionally fupplied to pro¬ 
pagate the public anvipathy, but it had never been authentically 
publiflied. As Lavaur was rated as an evidence, his papers were 
taken pofleffion of by the officers of juflice, and amongft them this 
libel was found. Lavaur, as if mined by the lofs of Pondicherry, 
liad petitioned the government for a fmall penfion of fubfiftence; 
and it was difeovered that he died poffefled of 60,000 pounds in 
gold, diamonds, and bills of exchange. This hypocrify, with 
the frauds of another jefuit, who managed the weflern miflions, con¬ 
duced not a little to the expulfion of the order ; but full attention 
was given to the memoir of Lavaur, and from its documents the 
attorney general inferted the charge of high treafon, which deprived 
Mr. Laily of the affifbnce of counfel. After he had been con¬ 
fined 18 months^ the deponents in the procefs wx-re brought 
before him, and he permitted to interrogate them before the re¬ 
corder. The number of fa< 5 ts depofed againft him amounted to one 
hundred and fixty, for every violent or unguarded expreffion during 
the courfe of his government and ill fuccefs Was admitted. The 


number of witnelfes mull likewilp have been niany, for Mr. Laily 
oppofed ftrong reproaches of iticompetcnc} to thiity-lbur of them. 
The recorder was the fame, who had given tlib moft languinary 
judgment eVer pronounced in France againft a young man of fimiilv ; 
and Mr. Laily, with his ufual indiferetion and intemperance, rggia- 
vated the feverity of his character, by treating him with haugh- 
tinefs and contempt during the difcl'argc of liis office. Eighteen 
months pafled in the confrontation and interrogatories, \a hen the 
final decilion was to be mad6id)y the whole parliament of Paris, 
which is compofed of 120 members. It muft be left to conjedure, 
how many of them went regularly through th®-iramenfe volume 
VoL. 11. S'® ■ 
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of records from which they were to form their judgement, and bow 
few perfevered' in comparing and combining this multitude of de- 
politions with one another, in a feibje£t fo new to them, whether 
as military operations by land and fea, or as tranfaflions in a ftran^e 
land, of which they were now to learn the cuftoms, manners, cli¬ 
mate, and geography. Neverthelefs with due attention, much of 
this knowledge, and of the eaufe itfelf, might be acquired from the 
memoirs publilhed not long before the decihon, by Mr. .D Ache, . 
Soupires, Bully, and of Mr. Deleyrit, who was dead, but pub- 
liftted by his heirs, with leveral others of leffer note and importance ; 
and from the more copious juftifications of Mr. Lally, written 
by himfelf, with the fame unconquered fpirit of inveaive againft 
his enemies, as ha'^ brought on him the combination of accu- • 
fetions, on which tite jurifprudeuce of bis country was now to 
pronounce. But none of thefe publications-alledged, nor did any • 
evidence aflert anv faft, to warrant- the. fentence of his judges, 
who mull therefore have been led by the report of the recorder 
to condemn him to be beheaded, as duly attainted and con- - 
vifled of having betrayed the interells of the.King, the Hate, and 
the Ball India company; of abufe of authority, vexations, and ex- 
adlons, upon the fubjefls of the King, and llrangers refident in Poo* 
dicherr}% Before the fentence w'as made known, he had beendivelled 
in the prefence of the court of his military orders, and declared de¬ 
graded of his militafy rank, in confequence of which he was removed 
trom the Baftile, as a more honourable confinement, to the common 
prifon of criminals. Herein the morning of the 9th of May, 1766, 
his fentence was read to him ; he threw up his hands to heaven, and 
exclaimed. Is this the reward of 45 years fei vice ! and fnatching a pair 
of compaflcs, which lay with maps on his i ' le, llruck it to hU 
brcall, but it did not pierce to his lieart; he then p we loofe to every 
fcxecratioa agauifl; his judges rtrul accufers. His ..ffold was pce- 
pared, and his exec ition appointed for the fame aftfu oon ; ^o prc* 
vent hil l irom IpcaLiiig to the Ipedlators, a large gag was put into 
bis raoufli before h'^ was taken out of prifon, W'hcn ha was carried 
vn a comnion ca.'r, nod behe-adtd on the Greve. He perilhed in the 
65th year of his age.. 
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If abufe of authority, vexations, anl exadlons, arc not capital ^ 1761. 
in the jurlfprudence of France, they' ought not to have been in- 
ferted, as efficacious, in the fentciice of death. The betraying of 
interefts required that the intention of ruining them fhould be 
proved by inconteftable fafts; but Mr. Lally neither gave In¬ 
telligence to the Engllfh, of whic^v they could take advantage, 
nor led or commanded his troops to fervices of deftruftion 
without the probability of advantage from then efforts, noi re¬ 
ceived bribes to influer.ee the general plan of his conduct. The 
inveftive of his declaration to Colonel Coote, when offering to 
furrender, fhews how little favour he expeaed from the Englifh 

government; and he had perfonally offended Mr. Pigot in his cor- 

xeipondence. Neverthelefs, the imputation of having fold Pondi¬ 
cherry, opened the cry againft him in France. Mr. D Eftaign and 
Crillon depofed honourably of him. Nor was the fentence of liis 
judges unanimous. Mr. Siguier, admired for his . eloquence, and 
Mr. Pellot, for his application and the clearnefs of 'us underftanding, ' 
declared that convLftion of his innocence ; another of his judges ac¬ 
knowledged, that he was not condemned on any particular faft, biTt 
on the whole together. Mr. Voltaire, who had well confidered tlie ' 
cflufe, has not fcrupled to .call Iris death a murder committed uhth 

the fword of juftice. ... 

Mr. Lally conftantly^ claimed the right of having his mriitary 
condu(ft tried by a board of general officers. They would have lecti 
his errors with difeernment, and weighed them' with impartial tty. 

That the recall of Mr. Bufly from Salabadjing, and the fubftituting 
the infufficient abilities of Mr. Conflans, produced the lofs of Ma- 
fulipatam and the northern provinces. That the liege of Madfafs 
w'as wrong in the intention, and equally defe£live lu the execution } 

Du^ that Mr. Lally expefled no abler reliftance !u re than he luid 
met at Fort St. David. That the reparation of the army, by the larg« 
detachment fent to Serlngham, which enabled the Englilh to ex¬ 
tend their barrier to the fouth of the Paliar by the acqmlruon of 
Vaudivafti and Carangoly, was contrary to the found princaples of 
war; but that the motive was, the hope of relieving the want of 
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money, and the diftrefs for piovifions. That the attempt to retake 
Vandivafli, reduced Mr. Lally to the neceflity of receiving battle, 
which as the Englifh were feeking, he ought to have avoided; 
but that he had reafbii to expedt greater induftry and Ipirit in the 
artillery, officers, and engineers, who might have breached the place 
in half the time. Whether, after this battle, Pondicherry might have 
been better llored, or whether the provifions collefted were injudi- 
cioufly difpofed of, would, after all witnefles, have remained a decihon 
of doubt. 

The troops which arrived with Colonel Coote in November 1759, 
with his immediate activity in the reduftion of Vandivaffi and Caran- 
goly, brought the war nearly to an equality; which juftified him in 
rifquing the battle for the relief of Vandivaffi, although he fouglit 
it with the inexplicit difapprobation of the prefidency in his pocket; 
but his difpofitions had fecured refources againft mifchance. Before 
this important fuccefs, the views of no one had extended to the re- 


duftion of Pond'clierry: but inftantly after, all were imprefled with 
the firmeft perfuafion of this termination of the war. This fortu-' 
nate confidence led to the moft vigorous counfels. Nothing, it was 
reafoned, if all advantages are taken, can fave Pondicherry, except¬ 
ing the arrival of their fquadron in force fufficieut to cope with the 
Engliffi; or the lucky introdudllon of troops and money by divi- 
fions of their ffiips, if the whole do not venture: whatloever is 
gained in the mean time will require fo much effort to recover, 
ffiould the enemy be reinforced; and if they are not, will be fo much 
accompliffied towards the ultimate objeft. The enterprizing fa- 
gacity of Colonel Coote loft no time in difeovering and taking every 
advantage. The prefidency feconded his operations by the expedition 
to Karical, and in fiipplits to the field ; the g-arrifon of Tritchinopoly 
by their adivity ; the d. tachment to the wellward by its vigilance ; 
the army by their zeal on all occafions. Colonel Coote, by conftantly 
expofing his mvn perfon w,tl, the Sepoys, had brought them to fuf- 
ram dangerous lervices from which the Europeans were prderved. 
liy this oeconomy, and tiio lyinforcements from ICngland and Bombav, 
if the armament lb much announced had arrived, cad landed a 
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greater force than France had ever before fent to India, the 
Englifli on the day of the furrender of Pondicherry, were in a 
condition to have given them battle, if they had chofcn it, under 
their very walls. 

Colonel Coote embarked on the 13th of March, leaving his icgi- 
ment to follow; and with him, our narrative returns to the afiairs of 
BengaL 
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frhoitc marked with an afterifk, are errors or over-fights of the Author* 
^E^CriON THE FIRST, 




rage. 

3 
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*5 

37 ’ 

57 

59 

98 

lOI 

107 

• « 

142 
15 I 

166 

*190 

210 

218 

*245 

*248 

^249 

284 


313 

315 

316 

322 

^ 33 ^ 

337 


Line**' 

3 yjr Sa»oi\ read Sagore. 
dele one m in MahommedaQ,- 
y^r.Emperar, read Emperor, 
before government, hfert the. 
for B Aar, read B<^rar, 
y^r even, readevQ^. 
after more put a comma. * 
dele one of the ats, 
for Dccan, read Duan. 

24 . before happened, infert had. ’ 

- * for hapened, read happened. 
before mounted, infetp Wvre. -* 
for Lattcc^ read Latty. 
before h\s'^ infert hy. 

-/ Bahar, Bhar, 

14 ^^for Mahon^et, read Mahomed. - 
32 for fadtoty,ir^i7<3?'faftoiy. 

12 for fix, read ten. 

for Timary, read Timcry. - 
y^r weftern, ^wii eaftcrn, 
j for ^aftwa'rd, rW weftward^ ‘ 
ifer N. w. read N. 

brambles, infead of ^iea€)k.{^read ilrong^ , 
for Beliar, read Bahar. 
idem. idem. 

after Ni.bob infert a comma. 
dele the, the lajl word in the ilne^ . 
for Mattaver, read Matlavar. 
idem. idem. 

after came, infert a comma. 
after enemy for: f«/ ; ^ . j 

for all at equal diftance, read as the line admitted. 
for Arcelorc, read Arielore. 
for proceed read return. 
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SECTION THE SECOND. 


Pagp. Line. ^ ^ ' 

*307 3 for Rangarow, Kiftnarow. y 

^369 2 y'^r Chinglapet, that place. 

400 18 dfU of tboie. 

;^40i 19 /ar Sklaptc.'Sidapet, and put after it ; 

*409 6 for right, read left, 

*/f24 13 for Gopaulharry, read Gopaulrow; he went by both names 

14 idem. idem. 

— 22 /(?r Trivalore, TripalTorc, 

430 28 dele comma after feeing. 

^436 21 y<7r pallifado, pallifade. 

437 y^r Achempettah, Aimapettah. 

408 25 dele the comma after Tinlvelly. 

469 30 del^ the comma after diftrifts. 

475 ^9 diftance defiftancc. 

494 2 dele the comma after Paliar. 

— o for with, read without. 

^498 4 yir Tri Perm adore, Stree Permadorc j though both prevail. 

502 lo /tff Abdulwahad, Abdulwahab. 

*512 28 for 56, read 

327 8 before which, infert on. 

^540 3 for left, read right. 

^562 4 for caftern, read weftern. 

564 129 before recovered, infert who. 

587 3 after fide, put a comma. 

593 7 ramparts, read ramps. 

*601 "21 for left, read potted. 

609 9 for requfting, read rcqucfting. 

621 21 for lain, read laid. 

626 5 for Villiiiierum read Villaparuns 

634 28 after illand,* infead of , put ; 

641 ult, for arival, read arrival. 

64? pCDult.yir Ouglarcc, read Oalgarry, 

^ 660 6 far 14OO, tead i lOo. 

*662 24 for error, read mitt kc. 

674 4 after of, infert the. 

% — 18 jar caft, read north* 

♦682 a for attack, rend divifion. 

6 gt 18 for 14th read 4th. 
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